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GREETINGS ; 



It has been wisely said that a society ignorant of its own 
past IS doomed to repeat the mistake's of the past. It is 
equally true that knowledge of the heritage which has been 
transmitted, to us from the past provides us with strenqth ' 
and inspiration to meet the challenges of our own time, iust. 
as our forebears came to grips with the /different but no 
less formidable --- problems by which they were confronted. 

Therefore, all efforts to increase our understanding of the 
past — and tojput the pa«t to work .for the improvement of 
the present and future ~ deserve encouragement. 

I particularly welcome every 'effort to bring Iowa's colorful, ' 
' .vigorous history alive for the lowans- of today and for those 
who visit us from ^Isewhere. ' It is a dramatic story which is 
forever revealipg new dimensions and providing fresh illumination 
ot present-day low^ living. 

oSarLr^o^JSl^? f^*^^^^^^ 

of iJnH .L ^t ? r Increasingly prize the partnership . 

Ziii^t "^^^ a good place in 

which to liv^. By the same token, we know that continued 

menSL'^ii i-h: ^^^^^^^JY the future to.preserve the funda- 
mentals of the way of life we prize. . * 

Through deeper , understanding or the past, we shall better be 
able to t^ke stock of where we are as lowans and to chart a 
rewardiitg course for the years that stretch ahead. 



irely. 




J 



I , Rpbert D. 'Ray 

' , Governor 
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PREFACE 

( ' ■ * , ' 

In this Bicentennial period, lowans, as all Americans, turn 
to the past more than ever. The approach of the 200th 
anniversary of our country brings an added awareness of our 
heritage and a greater appreciation of bur historic past. 

The Bicentennial Edition of Discovering Historic iowa 
should j)e invaluable to teachers of Iowa history, librarians, 
students, historical groups, and other educational and lay 
organizations, as well as tourists, for information about the 
Ha wkeye State. 

By requiring that the history of Iowa be tqught in pur 
schools, the people of this state have recognized the 
irti^ortance of Iowa's heritage; THIs serves to instill in our 
young people the perspective needed to properly understand 
local, regional, state, and national histqry and show how these 
are interrelated. " , 

* # i 

Anyone having a desire to learn more, about lowa-its ' 
historic sites, landmarks, natural area?, archeologicah sites, 
outdoor .classrooms, wildlife exhibits, and culturaf 
institutibns-^wilf fmd this book extremely useful and 
interesting. 

Robert D. Benton, Ed. D, 
^ - ^ State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
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INTRODUCTION 



The State Department of Public Initruction published the 
Directory of County and Local Historical- Societies and 
Museums in Iowa early In 1966. Two years later, A Guide to 
* Nitric lorn was issued by the DPL In 1972 this becafrie 
Discovering Hi^oric Iowa, which expanded and brought 
up-to-date, the information on historical societies, museujns; 
archeological sites, geological areas, botanical preserves^ 
WildHfe e5Chibit$, outdoor classrooms,^ zoos, art centers,' 
scientific facilities, and places of historical or cultural Interest' 
Since.the supply of the 1972 edition was soon.exhausted, the 
present revision was planned. * 

Until comparatively recent years there has been an 
apparent iJIck of concern about our heritage and an attitude 
that Iowa has nothing much gf historic interest to. offer/ But 
there is evidence 'tijat we are awakening to the importance of 
local hl^ory and its relationship ta state and national events. 
This change is, indicated by the significant increase in the 
number of county and local histbrical societies, the creation of 
county and regional tourism councils, the establishment of 
county conservation boards, the erection of historical markers, 
along our highways/ legislation desighed to give financial 
assistance to county or local historical societies, the 
observance of' centennials and anniversaries of historic' 
importance, the requirement (passed by the -61st General 
Assembl){) that Iowa history be included in the course of 
. study and taught In Iowa schools, and the many projects 
endorsed by the Iowa Americari Revolution Bicentennial , 
Commisston. > , \ . * 

Our. heritage is important to the youth of Iowa. A 
knowledge of history helps in understanding how we have 
become what we are. Local history has, special merit in that it 
supplies illustrative rnaterial, which is often closely related to 
national history. 

Typically, as communities get older, there is an increasing 
interest in the past, ^pwa celebrated its centennial a^a state in 
1946. Since then, more and more centennial celebrations have 
been held in our cities and towns. 

*■ ^ 

There is a growing awareness df the need for open space 
and recreation.T— a greater sense of appreciation of our 
heritage — Sn opportunity for more leisure time 
Out-of-doors — and greater mobility of people. The increased 
number of outdoor classrooms and the preservation of natural 
areas are indications of this renewed interest in nature and the 
world about us. ^ 

Museums, historic places, ar^d natural areas C3n provide 
educational activities and stimulate our cultural Interests and 
values. They offer meaningful w^ys for us to use our leisure 
time. As Aristotle observed, "The goal of education is the wise 
use of leisure." . T 



This publication does not list all recreational areas, but does 

erJc ' I 



include many'areas of this type if they are also of historical 
geological, archeological, or/jotanical interest, or are Cised as 
outdoor classrooms by schools, colleges, universities, or 
ecology study groups. For mtormation about recreational 
facilities, readers ma-y wish to contact the Iowa State 
Conservation Commission or the Iowa Development , 
Commission. In addition, all but 2 of Iowa's 99 counties have \ 
county conservation boards operating morejtfian 825 areas 



ranging ^from rest stops and athletic fields'to 



preserves, and historic sites. 



parks, botanical 



The 



Jowa State Department of ,PLibli| Instruction is 
interested in filling the- need of teachers fori curriculum apd 
^structional material^, this guide iWintendeld to supplement 
materials prepared by the. Curriculum Division. It provides 
information, not previously available in one convenient 
reference, for use of teachers, students, tourists, and all others 
interested in Iowa's history. It k hoped readers will fin^the 
^ book interesting and useful. Pertiaps iXwill provide, further 
evidence that Jowa is a good^place in which to live and ^row. 
„ As ah emigrant from an eastern state expressed It, "Coming 
to Iowa is like taking off tight shoes." . 

Discovering Historic Iowa is arranged in alphabetical, and 
numeci.cal order by nanie and number of county' In 
alphab^ii^ order under each county will be found the names 
of all known societies^ museums, landmarks, sites, natural 
areas, and facilities used for educational purposes within that 
county. I / 

The location map will be of help in locating counties or 
areas geographically, and may be used in planning tours or 
field trips. The index will aid in identifying and tleti-mining 
the location of these points of interest. Names of persons who 
may be contacted locally are given whenever available. 
However, it should be kept in kind that officers of 
organizations are constantly changing, and new attractions are 
continually coming into existence. A calendar of celebrations, 
festivals, and historic events regularly observed in Iowa begjns 
-On page 294. This is followed by a map showing Iowa's many 
nationality and religious* groups, and a map of Iowa's rivers. 
An alphabetical index will be found on page 299. 



Informatidn has been obtained from a variety of sources, 
some of which are relatively inaccessible to most readers. It is 
hoped that many of the little events and sidelights on Iowa 
history will be new and interesting to readers. An attempt has 
been made to make the guide ^s inclusive and accurate as 
possible. Names, dates, and events have been checked and 
cross-checked. Even so. Inaccuracies have a way of craping in. 
Any additions or corrections should be brought to the 
attention of the avithor at 317 S.W. 42nd Street, Des Moines, 
Iowa 5031 2, or Information and Publications Services, 
Department of Public Instruction, Des Moines, Iowa 50319, 
for possible future revisions or editions of this publication. 
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COUNTY AND 
COUNTY SEAT; 
LOCATION On map 



NAME AND LOCATION 



DESCRIPTION 
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Greenfield 
G-4 



9 Acfair County Anquestors 

Greenfield, Iowa 

Mrs. Ethel Hjandley, ^ 
CorrespondlTtg Secretary 
' R. R.2, Box 11,3 
' Greenfield, Iowa 50849 

• Adair County Historical Society 
Greenfield, Iowa 

Mrs, Elmer (Hazel) Raasch," President 
. Bridgewater, Iowa 50837 
1 or 
Mrs. Ralph Jensen, Secretary 
Greenfield, Iowa 50849 




• Henry A. Wallace Birthplace 
. 3 miles east, ? miles north] 
"and mile west of Orient, 
Iowa. May be reached from 
Greenfield, Iowa by going 
§ miles south on Iowa 25, 
then4y2 miles east. ' 



Organizkdi , \^ 
Meetings: Last Thursday of month, 7:30 p' m. ' 
Number of Members: 

A chapter of the Iowa Genealogical Society (see Polk 
Cbunty). 



incorporated: 1967 , 
Meetings: First Monday of ea'ch month 
Number of Members: 65Q 

Dues: $1.00 annual; ^2*00 contril^utrng; $50.00 life; over 
. $50.00 Jjenefactor ^ - 

Historic sites and landmarks are being identified and' 
marked. An old country schoolhouse. Grand River No. 3, 
was moved in 1967 to the Adair County Fairgrounds, and is 
open in latp July, during the week of the fair. For 14 days 
in the fall this one-room country schoolhouse Is used for an 
"Experiment in Local History." Children from different 
schools in Adair County attend classes taught by former 
rural school teachers in the environment of the early days 
of 'education. A big bell in the school's belfry calls pupils to 
classes in ciphering, penmanship,' and/reading. "The^ is a 
recitation bench, spelldowns are conducted, and at recess 
^e children take part in group play, 
A collection of old booJ<s, drarfes, pictures, and papers on 
Adair County history is pwn^d by the Society. , Other 
projects Include the r^printing^of the 1884 History of 
Guthrie and Adair County, a history map of Adair County, 
commemorative plates, and a Newletter, published 
Ql^eriodically. 

» ■ * 

The Bank of Merinories, a museum located in an old bank 
building acquired in April 1971, is In Fontanelle, and may 
be visited during the summer, on weekends, or by 
appointment. ^ 

Iowa's only U. S. Vice President, Henry Agard Wallace 
(1888*1965) was born here on October 7. At various times 
during his political career, Wallace was a Republican, a 
Democrat, ^nd a Progressive. He served as Vice President 
under President Franklin p. Roosevelt from 1941-45. He 
also served as Secrei^ of Agriculture from 1933-40 and as 
Secretary of Commerce from 1945-46. He v^^as a noted 
publisher and editor and an authority and experimentalist 
in agriculture-breeding chickens, strawberries, and hybrid-^ 
corn, the birthplace farm, named Catalpa by the Wallace 
family, is privately owned, but a boulder marker has been 
.placed along the roadside by Adair County Historical 
Society. In 1974, the farm was placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

The Henry A. Wallace Birthplace Memorial , Committee was 
established to preserve the Wallace homestead,^irthplace oP" 
^Iowa's only U.S. Vice President, near Orient, Iowa. 
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COUNPTY AND 
COUNTY StAt; 
LOCATION ON MAP 



. NAME AND LOCATION 



1- ADAIR • Iowa Watershed Divide 

(con tinned) 



Adair, Iowa 



» Ken .Sidey, Nature Area 
2% miles southwest of Greenfield, 
Iowa, on gravel road. Gp west Vh 
miles on Iowa 92, then t mile 
south. , * 

Adair'County Conservation Board 
Arthur L. Cannon, Recording Secretary 
409 North tst Street 
Green^eldjowa 50849 

• Mormpn Trail Marker 
Along Iowa 25 ^ 
Orient, Iowa 



• Morrrion Trail Park 

172 miles southeast of 
Bridgewater, Iowa 

Adair County^Conservation Board 
Arthur 1. Cannon, Recording Secretary 
409 North 1st Street 
Greenf^ld, Iowa 50849 

^ Site of Jesse Jam6s Train (Jobbery 
; AlongU.S.6,westof Adair, Iowa 



DESCRIPTldN 



The highest point on the Iowa Watershed - Divide in 
southern low^ is In the town of Adair, .near the 
^dair-Guthrie Coui^ty border. The Divide runs through the 
main business district. Water , draining to the west eventually 
reaches the Missouri River, and to the east, water flows to 
the Mississippi River. \ 

A X07-acre tract, mostly covered with^mber, set aside for 
nature study. Tl\e area lies Just south X)f Nodavya'y Lake, 
which is theuwater reservoir for Greenfield, lovya. Marked 
nature, trails have"^ identifying posts giving th^ names o% 
plants and trees. The area is usetj extensively as an outdoor 
classroom. Some winter sports are permitted. The preserve 
was' named for Ken Sidey, local newspaper publiisher, whose 
regular column describes Jhe plant and an imaPI if e observed 
there. ^' * 



A tablet placed 6y the Daiighters of th^ American 
Revolution on the local liigh school grounds, io .memory of 
the pioneers who„ followed the Mormon Trail ajid its 
tributaries. This spot would have been at the western ^ 
flboundary of Iowa had the Constitution of .1844 been 
adopted. However, this Constitutioa was twice submitted 
to the voters and twice rejected largely because of : 
dissatisfaction- with the boundaries proposed for the new 
, State. The\qohstitution finally adopted placed the western 
boundary at the Missouri River. 

In this 160-acre tract may be seen old wagon trains wor;i in 
the prairie sod by the Mormons in their trek across Ibwa to 
the West. The park contains hiking trails and; d&mplete 
recreational facilities, with a 35 acre artificial lake. 




A Igcomotlve wheel marks the site 
of the first robbery of a moving 
train in the West.^On July 21, 1873, 
Jesse James and his gang derailfed 
the Chicago, Rock Island and 
Pacific train, killing the engineer, 
John flafferty. The outlaws stole an 
amount variously /-eporteiJ from 
'sU700 *to $4,000 from th6 train 
safe, and robbed the passengers of 
their money and valuables. I Patrols 
and search parties traced the" 
voutlaws^ — Jesse James, Frank 
James, to\e Younger, Jini Younger, 
^ Bob Younger, Bill Chadwell, and 
Clell Miller — jnto Missouri. 
Rewards were offered by the rail- 
road, and the Stat^of Iowa for their 
capture, but the gang, escaped. It 
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COUNTY AND 
COUNTY SEAT; 
LOCATION ON MAP 



NAME AND LOCATION 



DESCRIPTION 



1 - ADAIR 
(continued) 



Site of Jess^ Janies Train IJobbery 

(continued) 



• W6odside Prairie ^ 
Southeast ofBridgewater, or. 
southwest of Oriehj, lowa, in 
Wa^shmgton Township 

Miss Ethyl Wobdside 
Orient, lowa 50858 ' 



2 -ADAMS 




I Adams CoUnty Historical Society 
Corning, lowa ■ . 

Mrs. Harry B. Siclcler, President 
. 907 Nodaway Street* 
Corning, lowa 5J084I . - 



Corning 
H-4 



3 -ALLAMAKEE 




• Allamakee County Historical Museum 
^ Allamakee Street 
Waukon^lowa 52172 

Len Hansmeier, Custodian 
23 East Main 
Waukon, lowa 52172 



• Waukon 
A-11 




was the Adair train robbery that hefped boost Jesse James 
and his brother Frank into national notoriety. Jesse James 
was finally murdered by a member^of his own gang Bob 
Forfi. ' 

A 9-acre tract of virgin lowa prairie. The rolling land was 
purchased by M. W. Woodside in ISSf , ind has never been 
grazed or plowed. The prairie is-mowed and burned off to 
keep down woody plants. From spring until fall the area is 
ever-changing, splashed with the color, of wild flowers and 
native grasses. Some of the plants to be seen jare Ne\A/ Jersey 
tea, rattlesnake master, ^butterfly weed, partridge pea, 
yellow rconeflower, gayfeather^ blazing star, Jerusalem' 
Artichoke, wild petUnia, w6od^ betony, pink and white 
beardtongue, Cplver's root, blue vervain, blue-eyed grass, 
sweet William, wood lily, violets, puccoon, aqd wild ?ye. 

■ ' * ^ , • ■ ' 

incorporated: 1957 
Meetings: Irregular 
Number of Members: QB (Wie) y 
Dues: $2.00 anrtual; $25.00 life. 

The Society has been inactive at times, but in 1957 the 
former J carian Schoolhouse^was relocated on West Sixth 
Street in Qorning, It contains pioneer artifacts; books, and 
old school f&|:nishings, and may be visited. The:i)ld Cornfng 
jail, built in>i877, has been purchased and restored as a 
county museum. ' 

The farm of Howard Townsend, located 4 miles east and 
mile north of Corning on U. S. 34 is one part of the historic 
Icarian Colony. The farm home was originally the dining 
hall of the communistic society. . " 

Admission: $0.50 ' . . ^ 

Open: 2:00-4:00 p.m, Saturday and Sunday, June' through 
August, and during "Fall Color Days" in late Septem- 
ber and early October. Special tojurs by appointment. 
Closed in winter as building is not heated. 



^The century-old former Allamakee 
County Courthouse is maintained 
as a county museum. The exterior 
and interior have been preserved in 
a manner typical of the early 
period. The courtroom oh the 
second floor is furnished with old 
law books, judge's chair and bench, 
witness chair, and the jury bo>f! 
Other exhibits include a Victorian 
parlor, kitchen, and bedroom; 
old-time school furnishings; early- 
day medical equipment; and mili- 
tary articles. The original cupola 
contains a working bell. 
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• Allamakee County Historical Society 

Waukon, Iowa - 0. ■■ 

Miss Sarah K. Smenid, President 
New Albin, Iowa 52160 



• Effigy Mounds National Monument 

^ P.O. Box K, McGregor, towa 52157 

• Fish Farin Mounds State Preserve 
' Smiles southof New Albin, 

off Iowa 26 / 



• Hartley Fort* 

7 miles southwest of 
News^lbin, Iowa 



• John R. Mott Boyhood Home 
200 block. West Wilfiams Street 
Postville, Iowa 



• State Boundary Marker 
Near New Albin, Iowa 




Organized: ld64 

Meetings: Fourth Monday of each month 
Number of Members: 150 

Dues: $2*.Q0 annual" ; 
Maintains Allamakee County Historical Museum in>^d 
« courthouse {see above). The Society also locates and 
identifies historic sites and old cemeteries in the county and 
sponsored the reprinting (in 1974) of the E. M. Hancock 
History of 'Allamakee County. 

See Clayton County for information. 



Three-acre wooded terrace containing .30 conical Indian 
burial mounds of archeological and historic interest. The 
mounds of various sizes date from, around 200-500 A.D. 
T+iey are located on wha^ was once a farm owned by the 
Fish family. * . « * 

■ • t 
A 2-acre preserve^ containing the rejnains of a stockaded 

fort built atxout 1200 A.D. by Woodland Indians as 

protection frorti invading Indians of the Oneota culture. 

The ancient fort is located at the mouth of French Creek,^. 

which empties into the Upper Iowa River. 

A bronze plaque , on a granite boulder identifies the 
boyhood home of the international religious leader John 
Raleigh Mott (1865-1955), who -was awarded the Nobel 

^^eace prize (with Emily Greene Balch) in 1946 for his work 
in international church* and missionary movements. Mott 
spent much of his early life in Iowa. The large wooden 
frame house has been converted to apartments and is 
known as ,Mott Manor. The new high school building in 

^ Postville is called the John R, Mott High School, ^ 

In extreme northeast Iowa, near the mouth of the Upper 
Iowa (Oneota) River, is a ca^-iron post marking the 
boundary between Iowa and Minnesota. In letters, one 
below the other, are the words "Iowa" on the south side of 
the marker and "Minnesota" on the north side. The other 
two sides of the marker bear the date "1849", and the , 
latitude "43-30" (43 degrees and 30 minutes north lati- 
tude)^ Captain Thomas J. Lee, of the U. S. Topographic 
Engineers established the site for the boundary marker by 
astronomical observation. The monument was later used as ' 
a base point by the border survey party in 1852. The 
600-pound post itiself was brought to Victory, Wisconsin by 
steamboat, then hauled on an ox-drawn sled to be placed in 
its present location. Records indicate that Captain Lee paid 
A. Dowling $57.00 for the cast-iron monument on October 
19, 1849. During the boun^gry dispute, lowans suggested 
that the state line be extended as far north as the Minnesota 
River. At another time, Minnesotansr urged the adoption of 
the 42nd parallel of latitude as'the boundary which would 
have put Dubuque, Iowa in Minnesota. The iron post is the 
only driginal marker remaining on the northern boundary 
line of the State of Iowa. 
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OESCRiPTIO^I 



3-ALLAMAKE5. 
Icontinued) 



4-APPAnOOSE 




Centervjlle 

i-a 



I Stone School ^ 

3 blocks west of Mississippi 
River, in Lansing, Iowa ' 

Eastern Alfartiakee Community 

School District > 
Lansing, Iowa 52t5t 



\ Yellow River State Forest 
Scattered areas near Waukon 
Junction, off lowa 76 and 364 
P. 0. Box 1 15, McGregor, lowa 52157 



• Appanoose County Historical Society 
527 North Main 
Centerville, lowa 5^544 

Mrs. Beulah Mitchell, President 
P.O. Box 157 

.Cincinnati, Jowa 52549 • . 



\ 



• Little Flock Chapel 
2 miles west of Piano, loi^a 
on lowa 2 

Appanoose COunty Conservation Board 
Waldo I mus, Secretary-Treasurer 
415 East Wall Street., 
, Centerville, lowa 52544 

• Moulton {historical Society 
Moulton, lowa ^ 

Mrs. Ormand Stevenson, President 
Moulton, lowa 52572 



. An old stone school building In continuous use for 109 / 
years. Built in 1864 *of locally quarried limestone, the 
school IS believed to be the oldest independent school 
district building in continuous use as a school building in * 

, lowa. The first high school graduation was held in 1882, 
with one student graduating. At that time, the high school 
^course was for two years. Additions were made to the stone 
building in 1867 and 1892 to accommodate more students, 
but the town's population decreased after 1875. The last 
classes (elemeptary) were held in the school on May 30 
1973. The 8-classroom building has walls ^^SeTthick, and 
ceilings are 12 feet high. Much of the oak and white pine 
used In constructing the 2*story ^schoolhouse was cut. 
locally. The Stone School has been placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in lowa. It is used for «)m- 

^munity meetings and has been proposed as a museum to 

* display a record of,pioneer life in the area. 

Mt. Hosmer toVvers ov/er the town of lanling, affording a 
panoramic view of the Mississippi River and 3 states. 
* 

A multiple-^use recreation area of 5,610 acres. Trout 
streams, wildlife, stateWned sawmill, pioneer farm 
buildings; and unusual plant life, including a lo^-growing 
type of Yew uncommon in this climate, are of interest ^ 
Beginning in 1 960, the forest in the Harpei^s^erry area has ' ^ 
been stocked vvith wild turkeys. 



Organized: 1928; reorganized October 27, 1967 
Number of Members: 600 
Dues: $1 .00; $25.00 life 



. A museum and county historical marlcers help to preserve 
the history and lore of Appanoose County. The Norfolk 
and Western Railroad Depot in Moravia arid a 1%-story log 
cabin are being preserved. 

A 9' X 18' reconstruction of Little Flock Baptist Church 
organized November 4. 1859. The congregation held its last' 
meeting on July 17. 1966. and votg?! the followiijg year to 
dispose of the property. It was deeded to Appanoose 
County Conservatioa Board aijfT. siAqe the original building 
had been torn down, a replica of the cHurch was built in 
1969 on the l-acre tract. Inside the chapel are 6 tiny pews ? 
where one can sit and meditate while soft gospel music fills 
-the air. Picnic facilities are on the grounds. 

Organized: 1965 

Number of Members: 100 v 
Dues: $2.00 annual; $25.00 life. 
Museum Open: \^eekends 

I 

Participated in centennial celebration at Moulton and 
provided historical articles for the newspaper.- A museum 
building was acquired in. 1975. Arti6les from Moulton and 
the surrounding area are on.display. 
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COUNTY AND 
COUNTY SEAT; 
LOCATION ON MAi? 



\ NAME AND LOCATION 



IJ 



DESCRIPTION 



LOCATION ON MAi? , > , ' ^ 

■ . * r?^*^ A^or«rMnni/- Mnvfimh{?r 2 1 . 1 969 



4-AP1PAN00SE . 
(continued) 



9* AUDUBON 




Audubon 
F.3 



Rathbun Lako 
Dam located 6 miles 
north of Centerville, Iowa 




Audubon County Genealogical 

Society 
Audujbonjowa 

Mrs. Francis Ballou. i 
Corresponding Secretfiry 
Audubon, Iowa 500p 

Audubon County Historical Museum 
1 15 W. Washington(street 
Exira, Iowa 5OOZ0 



Gate Closing Ceremony: November 21 , 1 969 

An 11 200-acre lake (when filled) formed by a 2-mile 
long dam on the Chariton River. The $26.5 million dam was 
5 Years in the making, the flood control proiect regulates 
the runoff from a (drainage area of 549 square' miles. 
Located In an area once noted for coal mining, until the 
mines played out in the 1940's. the largest body of water in 
Iowa stretches upriver f<ir 11 miles, spreading over the river 
valley into ' Apponoose, Monroe. Wayne, and LQcas 
Counties, Many little communities with colorful names are 
in the once-booming coal mining region-Mystic. Confi- 
dence. Sunshine. Bethlehem. Darby. Iconium, and Moravia. 

Honey Creek State Park is being developed asapart of th^ 
Rathbun Lake complex. Located on a peninsula, on thc^ 
north side of the lake, the 800-acre recreational area wllj 
include an interpretive center and trails leading tb 
numerous Indian mbunds and other points of interest. j 

A local chapter of- the Iowa Genealogical Society {seePol|< 
County). ' . * ' i * 



Dedicated: September 5. 1966 
Admission: Freewill offering 

Open: Sundays^l :30-4:30 p.m.. May 30 to October 1; . . 
other times by appointment 

A museum, located in the former Exchange State Bank 
Builc'ing. is'' operated by Audubon County Historical 
Society. Displays of fossils, rocks, early tools, antiques, and 
furniture are featured. There are also special loan exhibits 
of dolls, bells, fans, and articles associated with f)ioneer life. 
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• Audubon Coiinty Historical Society 
1 15 W. Washington Street 
Exira. Iowa/50076 

Claire Mc/^hinch. President 
Exira. |owa;50076 
or 

Leon Milliman 

Exira, Iowa 50076 ^ 



Organized: January 1960 

incorporated: July 23. 1965 

Meetings: Third Thursday of each month, in Exira 

Number of Members: 600 

Dues: $1 .00 annual; $1 0.00 lifetime 
<» 

Local history, and data on schools, churches, and old 
stagecoach routes being collected. Audubon County 
Historical Museum (see above) is maintained at Exira. Iowa. 
The former Audubon County Home (built in 1896) is'fo be 
restored as a county museum. 
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NAME AND LOCATION 



• UttlQfield Wilderness 

4 miles east and 2 miles south of 
. Exlra, Iowa 



Audubon County Conservation Board 
Wayne Hansen, Chairman 
R. R. 

'Audubon, Iowa 50025 

• Plow in Oak Park 

1 mile south of Exira on U.S, 71. » 




• Benton City Park 

9 miles east of Vinton on County 
Road V 

Benton County Conservation Board * 
Alfred A. Happel, Chairman 

*703 West 17th Street 
Vinton, Ibwa 52349 

> Benton County Historfcat Society 
P.O.Box2ff6 
Vinton, Iowa 52349 

Mrs. Dale (Dee) Hensing, President 
R, R. 2 

Vinton, Iowa 52349 

' or , 
Mrs. Glen (Helen) Mayhew,'^ 
Secretary-Treasurer 
210 Riven/iew Drive 
Vinton, Iowa 52,349 

or * • 
Mrs, Harold (Marietta) Miller, Museum 
311 East 5th Street 
Vinton, Iowa 52349 



DESCRIPTION 



tract which includes a stand of native Iowa 
timber (white and red oak, walnut, hackberry,' 
^^rry, and eirp), wild flowers, and shrubs, and is a 
for many native song birds. The wilderness Is 
, with narrow ridges separated by deep ravines, 
as a forest preserve, it is adjacent to Li^lefield 
jeationj^l area offering modern camping facilities, 
^ picnic tables. * \ ' 



A 5— acre roadside park containing 
an ancient oak tree*with an old iron 
plow embedded in its heart. The 
plow was leaned against tj>B young 
oak by the son of a pioneer farmer 
and left undisturbed. It is said to 
have beert* rediscovered in 188b 
when the railroacf was built through 
this area. As the tree grows, less and 
less of the plow is visible and it no 
longer Vests on the ground. The oak 
now measures pver 104 inches in , 
circumference. 



A 39/a5^re tiistdric site albng the Cedar River, where the first 
settlement in Benton c\unty took place. Preserved as a 
natural and scepjc area. 



Organized: September 1971 

Meetings: Annual meeting tirst Saturday in November; 

genealogy section, moiWhIy; other meetings' 

as called. 
Number of Members; 150 
Dues: $2.50 annual 

A society, which includes a genealogica\section, organized 
to promote interest in local history. Historic sites are being 
marked and all cemeteries in Benton cVunty are beinq 
cataloged. • ' * * ^ 

The.George Horridge home (c. 1870's), locate^ at 612 First^ 
Avenue in Vinton, was acquired in 1972 \d is being 
restored and furnished for a museum, and library to be 
named for Buren R. Sherman (1836-1904), Gdvernor of 
owa 1882-1886. About a block away is the former Rock 
Islanfj Depot, built before, the turn of the centi^y The 
1-story brick building was presented to the Society by 
Keith Elwick, and will become a part of. the mVum 
complex. The museum is bpen by appointment 

The Iowa B.aille and Sight Saving Sbhoo I was foundedXin 
1852 at Vinton by Samuel Bacon, 
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COUNTY AND 
COUNTY SEAT; 
LOCATION QN MAP 

•6- BENTON 
* (continued) 



NAME AND LOCATION 



Minne Estema Park\ 

6 miles north of Vinton on 

Iowa 101 and old Brandon Road 

Benton County Conservation Board 
Alfred A. Happel, Chatrman 
703 West 17th Street 
Vinton, Iowa 52349 

Old Jumbo Well 

, Eighth Avenue and Eighth Street 
Belle Plaine, Iowa 




7 - BLACK HAWK 




• Wild C^ Bluff 

'2 miles south of Urbana, Iowa 

Benton County Conservation Board 
' Alfred A. Happel, Chairman 
703 West 17th Street 
yinton,. Iowa 52349 

• Ag Museum 

First and Chestnut Streets 
LaPorte City, Iowa 

LaPorteCity FFA Chapter 
Ronald Borton, Advisor 
21 Bruce Lane 
LaPorte City, Iowa 50651 



DESCRIPTION 



< "I 
Remains of historic old resort hotel on 60-acre site along 
th^ east bank of ^he Cedar River. The foundations of the 
once popular and fashionable hotel may still be seen. There 
are linear and*conical Indian mounds on a bluff overlooking 
the river, A^naturat area includes timber and grassy slopes. 
Picnicking and camping facilities are available. 

■ - ^ .. ^ 

A granite marker identifies the sppt where Old Jumbo Well 
broke out on August 26, 1886. The gusher of artesian water 
was not brogght under control, until October 6, 1887. A 
^ new well was being drilled fqr fire protection by William 
Weir and Sons, who w^re hired-for $1 76. They struck water 
at 195 feet and sbon had more than they couljl Cope with. 
Water flooded the streets and great quantities of sand were 
thrown jout of «lhe hole.. Originally only 2 inches In 
4 diameter, the hole was' 3 feet across by the following day, 
\\ and a. fountain of water 5 feef high was gushing ^ut. In the 
months that followed, all sorts of schemes ^ere'trled tp cut 
off the water. The flow wa& later estimated at 6 to 9 mlHion 
' ^gallons per day. From 500- to .1,000 carloads of^sand were 
thrown out of the well, in addition to large .bolilders and 
■pieces of petrified wood.' The well was hailecj.ais the 8th 
wonder of the world; and European papers ran exaggerated 
accounts of water running TOO fefet deep through the streets 
of Belle Plaine, with people reportedly 'being rescued from 
rooftops. By the time Jumbo was finally brought under 
control, it had consumed 40 carloads of stone, 130 barrels 
of cement, uncounted carloads of sand' and clay, 77 feet of 
16-inch pipe, 60 feet of 5-inch pipe, 162 feet of 184nch 
pipe, and an iron cone 3.feet in diameter and 25 feat long. 
Today, all of this lies beneath the pavement at the 
intersection. The marker was el-ected in 1954 by ArtesiS 
; Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution at 
Belle Plaine. 

A high limestone bluff and many varieties of trees»and 
shrubs are included in this 119-acre tract along , Brown's 
Branch as it flows into the Cedar River. The general 
.recreational ares^ provides an opportunity for nature study, 
with facilities for boating, fishing, picnicking, and camping. 



Waterloo 

\. C-9 



Founded: July 1970 

Admission: Free; donations welcome 

Open: First weekend in April through' last weekend In 

October, 1:00-5:00 p.m., Saturday and Sunday; 

other times by appointment 

Thet first FFA (Future Farmers of America) Sponsored 
museum in the United States, and the only one in Iowa. 
Over 3,000 articles are housed in the^old LaPorte City fire 
station. (1876) and jail (1911), The exterior ofW2-story 
"building is being restored tp its original apRjftar&nce. On 
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7 -BLACK HAWK 
(continued) 



Ag Museum 
(continued) 



^ Antique Acres 
North of Cedar Falls, lovya, 
along'U.S.218 

Black Hawk Thresherman's Club, 
Owners 

Bennington Township Cemetery 

and Prairie : 
7 miles northeast of Waterloo, 
Iowa on the Black Hawk-Butler 
County Line 

MyrlQM. Burk 

1511 East Grbsham Road 

Waterloo^ Iowa 50701 • ^ 

Black Hawi^^rk 
1 mile north and 1 mile west of • 
Cedar Falls^ lowa^ 
along the Cedar River ^ 



Black Hawk County dbnservation 
Board 

Leo E. Hansen, Executive Officer 
2410 West Lone Tree Road 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 




• Bruggeman P^rk . 

2 miles north and 
2 miles east of 
Dunkerton, Iowa 

Black Hawk County Conservation 
Board 

Leo E, Hansen, Executive Off icer 
241 0 West Lone Tree Road 
s £edar ,Falls. Iowa 50613 



display on the first floor are tools and farm equipment. A 
changing art exhibit is in the reception room. Upstairs are 
homemaking articles, a kitchen, a general store, a doctor's 
office, and a church interior. 

Exhibits of threshing equijDment and displays of antique 
farm machinery. A blacksmith shop dating back to about 
1880 has been brought in from ISIew Hartford. Included are 
the forge, anvils, and other equipment and tools. 



An old burial ground including about 2% acres of native 
prairie with many wild flowers, including bird's-foot violet, 
shooting star, prairie phlox, prairie clover, rattlesnake 
master, false wild indigo, and blading star, and. native 
grasses. There have been no biJrials in *the cemetery for 
about 75 years. ' * ' . 



The firjst and the largest park in Black Hawk County under 
the jurisdiction of the Black Hawk County Conservation 
Board, providing the nucleus for the Cedar River Green 
Belt. The ^headquarters building is located just inside the 
entrance to the 1,121-acre park. Acquiring thi^land in- 
volved purchases from over ?0 owners. The Cedar River 
rms through the entire length, of the heavily wooded area 
and there are several ponds in the park. VVild flowers to be 
seen, in season, include hepatica, spring beauties, rye 

^ anemone, and trillium. Facilities are provided for picnick- 
ing, camping, hiking, horseback riding, boating," fishing, 
target practice, and^ winter sports. The park is adjacent to 

^Washington Unipn Access (on the .east side of the Cedar 
River), Railroad Lakes (a waterfowl area),, and Beaver Creek 
AccesSv Indians have roved througl^ the timbered stretches 
along the river and many artifacts and remains of campsites 
have been found. It> 1968, the old rurafl-room school from 
Bennington Township, Section 15, was acquired. It has 
been moved to the park, restored, and furnished to preserve . 
our educational heritage, 

A 210^cre.area, largely undeveloped, along the banks pf 
thff-Wapsipinicon River. The "white potato water" was one 
of the favorite hunting and filing spots of the Indians. Red 
or river birch gipws.to gfeat heights here, together with 
oaks and hickory trees. Bird watchers have observed rose- 
breasted grosbeaks §nd piloted woodpeckers in the deep 
woods. The p^ark is used for nature study, canoeingy 
picnicking, fishing, and hunting. While the land for the park 
was obtained/ from several owners, it was named for 
Waterloo dentist and realtor, C. R. Bruggeman. 
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' BLACK HAWK 
(continued) 



• Cedar Fplls Historical Society 
'303 Clay Street 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 

'■' jbouglas Hieber, President 
, ,!'',33 Timber ,Ledge Place 




■ i,4 Cedar Falls Jowa 50613 





Cedar Valley HistoriJ:al Socieiy . ^ 
Waterloo, Iowa 



Mrs. Paul R. Hayes/President 
46Westerrr . 
Waterloo, Iowa 50704 



• Hickory Hills Park 
7 miles north of 
Dysart, Iowa J 

^ Black Hawk County Conservation 
Board ' * 

' Leo E. Hansen. Executive Officer 
241 0 West Lone Tree R oad 
Cedar Ralls, Iowa 50613 



Organized: March 22, 1964 
Meeting^: Monthly 
Number of^embersr 205 
Dues: $2.00jannual / 
Admission to House: Free 

Century-old house^ acquired March 1, 1966 fronn Mr. and 
Mrs. J. F. Dempstqr, (owners of the property since 1945) 
h^s been restored, remodeled, and furniShed to serve as a 
r^earch center and home for the "Society. The home, 
opened to the public May 30,1968, was origin^ built by 
A. D. Barnum.in 1862. He also built the Civil War Orphans 
Home on the University of Northern Towa campus, which . 
later 'became the first Iowa Normal School. Barnum's home 
was built ir> classic style witb a cupola to serve as a lookout 

' for Indlatis. the Gothic *rounded windows were^ 
hgnd-molded, with terra cotta iu^jy from -the early (JSdar 

^ Falls pottery works. ThI Society home irtcludes a gallery 
for traveling art exhibits i)ertaining to Cedar Fafls, library/ 
Workroom, offices, period room, displays of items of local 
historicar interest; and the J. B. (Joe) Clay Room 
containing arjifacts collected during hi,s world travels. 

incorporated: March 1, 1974 



Jacob Hoffman Cabin Replica ^ 
Overnl^n Park,^ located between 
West Second and Third Streets 
and Clay and Franklin Streets ' 
Cedar Ftflls, Iowa 

cedar Falls Parks and 
Arborist Department 
City Hall ' , 
220 Cl^y Street 
Cedar Falls, Ipwa 5Qpl3 



ERIC :; \ - 



A 5(X)-acre recreation area offering opportunity for picnick- 
ing, camping, fishing, boating, hiking, horsebac|: riding, 
swimming, winter sports, and nature study. The area south 
6f the 60-acn3 artificial, lake is used as a. wildlife habitat. 
There/are large stands of hickory, oak, walnut, butternut, 
and locust trees on the high ground. A wildlife display and 
observation area is also in the park. Ih the spring the ravines 
are covered with bluebells, columbine, Dutchman's 
breeches, violets; and wild crabapples. Morel mushrooms, 
wild, grapes, ra^berries, and gooseberries are also found 

here. , ^ o 

-» . ■ • 

Ground'breaicing Ceremonies: October 26, 1971 



A replica of the pioneer cabin Wilt in the 1850's by Jacob 
Hoffman. The original 12 by 20^fgpt slab cabin was located 
northeast of Waterloo in .Bennington Tovynship. Hoffman 
walked more than 100 miles to Dubuque in 1854 to file a 
claim for the land. Cedar Falls author BessStreeter Aldrich 
used Hoffman ais the prototype for the character Wayne 
Lockwood in her novel "Song of Years."'The book is a 
historical account of the early settlement of Black Hawk 
County, particularly Cedar Falls and Waterloo. The cabin 
replica contains tome of the original furnishings. 
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7 -BLACK HAWK 
(qontijiued) 



Museum ot History and Science 
(Qrput Historical .Museum) 
P^rk Avenue at South Street 
Waterloo; Iowa 50701 

Phillip M. Pollock, Director 




• Northeast Ibwa Genealogical Society 
Waterlod, Iowa ' 

Mrs. Walter (Gerry) Figi, 

Corresponding Secretary 
415 Home Park Boulevard 
Waterloo, Iowa 50701 



Founded: 1933 by Henry C. Grout 
Opened to Pubnc: August 30, 1956 
Admission: Free^' ^ . 

Open: Tuesday through Friday, 1:00-4:30 p.m.; Saturday, 
10:00 ^,m,-4:00 p.m.; closed Sunday, Monday^ and 
holidays, 

' V 

A brick and stoft^useum building 
situated on the sije of ^ the old 
Leavitt home. Permanent-exhibits* 
' GFiay be seen on the earth sciences, 
^owa ana local history, pioneer life, 
Indians of Iowa, and early 
American arts and crafts (spinning, 
weaving, dyeing;'and woodworking): 
Pioneer/texhibits include log cabin ' 
(1850), ^-tool shed (16504860), 
carpenter - shopv 1 1860-1900), 
pouritry store (1880-1910), and 
drug store (1880-1910), all 
appropriately furnished. There are^ 
afso collections of musical 
.Instruments, period costumes 
(18504920), Civil War items, egrly 
day toys, spectacles, and lighting 
equiprhent, and Changing exhibits. 

The historical reference library ( 
contains vtnaps and other nraterlals 
on Iowa dnd early Waterloo. 

■ . ■ • * > 
A" Planetarium (capacity of 65), 
offers lectures every Saturday at 
2:30 p.m. 

Guided tours are available Tuesday 
through Friday, for groups of 50 or 
.;more, by advance appointment. 

//7corparafe(/; April "12, 1974 

Meetings: Third Tuesday of month, except June, July, and 

Aujgust o 
Number af Members: 2^ 
Dues: $5.00 annual; $8.00 husband and wife 

A local charpter of the Iowa Genealogical Society (see Polk 
County), Research is done on family records, cemetery 
records, and churches in Black Hawk County. A library is 
maintained in the Museum of History and Science (see 
above). The Cedar Tree is printed twice a'year. 
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(continued) 



NAME AND LOCATION 



DESCRIPTION 



• Pfensselaer Russell House 

. " West Third and South Streets, 

facing Washington Park 

Waterloo, Iowa* 

The Association for the Pr'eseh/atlon 
of the Rensselaer Russell House 
P.O. Box 843 
Waterloo, Iowa 50701 
i 

or ^" * • 

. Mrs. Craig Clark 
"l151 Meadow Lane 
Waterloo, Iowa 50701 




• River Birch Bottoms 
2 miles east of 
Dunkerton, Iowa 

Black Hawk County Conservation 
Board 

Leo E. Hansen, Executive Officer 
241 0 West Lone Tree Road 
Cedar Fallsjowa 50613 



Completed: 1861 
Restored: 1963 
Admission: $0. BO 

Open: Wednesday and Sunday, 1:30-4:CfO p.m., except 
Janliary through March; totirs scheduled any time by 

' special request, v - 

\ . ^ ". , -■ 

A fine example of mid-Victorian architecture (1861). 
Originally costing $5,678.83, the house is one of the three 
oldest still standing in Black Hawk County. It has been 
restored arid furnished in typical Victorian decor. Some of 
the original furnishings in the house are the Steinway grand 
piano, the hall grandfather clock, and two floor-to-ceiling 
mirrors in the downstairs rooms. ' 

The property was purchased by the Peoples Mutual Savings 
and Loan Association in 1962 and leased t^^the Junior 
Service Leaguls which was responsible for thereS^atioVi of 
the home. A permanent board of civic 'Volunteers, the 
Association for the PrjBservation of the Remsselapr. Russell 
House, continues to maintain and operate the house. 

Rensselaer Russell 11828-1896) was born in New York and 
moved with his wife gnd daughter to Waterloo in 1858, ^ 
when the town had a population of about 4t)0. 
Construction on the house was begun in v1858. 
Bricks-85,000 of them-and other building materials were 
brought from Dubuque by wagon. Russell also had, 
downtown commercial properties, and he donated the land 
(Russell Squqs'e) to Waterloo in 1872 for Washington Park, 
the scene of early-day 4th of July celebrations and other 
holiday festivities. Today, an oriental pagoda and gardens 
' are located in the park. - 

Following the death of Rensselaer Russell in 1896, his. 
daughter, Lillian, who had been born in 1869, married 
ClV.dfr Orrin Lamson. Lillian had kept house for her father 
following her 'mother's death in 1887, so the hewlyweds 
lived irrthe Russell House. Lillian continued in her father's 
business activities, and her husband was also active in 
Jjjanking, real estate, and manufacturing. , Lamson and his 
wife jointly erected the Russell-Lamsoji Building in 
Waterloo. The Lamsons had two children, Russell Orrin 
: Lamson and Maxine Russell Lamson (Mrs. D. E. Gerow). 
The son resided in the family home until 1964. 



An 80-acre nature preserve being kept in its natural state. ' 
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7 BLACKHAVVK 
(continued) * 



I Sandy Prairie ' 

8 miles northwest of 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 

Wayne Mark, owner 

Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 

SIggelkov Park 
5 miles north of 
Dunkerton, Iowa , ^ 

Black Hawk County Conservation 
Board 

Leo E. Hansen, Executive Officer 
241 0 West Lone Tree Road 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 




Stone Barn 

Along.lowar57 west of 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 



Sullivan Park 

Webster and East 4th StreetV 
Waterloo, Iowa " 1 
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A privately owned 40-acre dry sandy upland prairie with 
wet swale and marshy areas. This is one of very few places 
lert in Iowa where sphagnum moss may be seen Wild 
flovyers bloom in abundance-blazing star, goldenrod, prairie 
smoke, prairie phlox, browned-eyed Susan and 
coneflowers. > ' . 

V , , ' ' ; 

A 64-acre tract," within the Wapsie Green Belt, which in- 
cludes the site of the early village of Frogtown. This land 
was^riginally purchased in 1853 from the United States 
Gove^nment by an early settler. A natural rock bottom in 
the Wapsipinicon River at one point made this an ideal 
place for a ford. A dam was later built.at the same location 
and a grist mill and a sawmill were'put into operation. The 
little village of Frogtown came into existence around 1870 
and included a blacksmith shop, genefal store and Saloon' 
and several houses. Construction was'begun on a railroad 
from Anamosa to the Minnespta bftrder, but a lack of funds 
preverited its completion. (A portion pf the old railroad bed 
may lj)e,^pen from -Siggelkov Park.) Frogtown began to" 
decline in the late 1890's and there is little left today to 
indicate that such a place ever existed. The town is said to 

vanem^?h"r^ '^"^ "''^'^ ^° f'" the entire 

valleyjwith their song on summer nights.' The park was 

named^for Emory-and Mabel Siggelkov, the previous owners 

Of the land. The virgin timber within the park has been kept 

intact, and consists mainly of the shaggy-barked red or river 

birch, a tree common to the Wapsie Valley, hickory and 

oak. The park is used for picnicking, camping, and fishing. 

A large stone barn built in 1875 by the Fields family who 
came to this country from England. They kept large English 
Shire work horses in the barn, which has a root ceHar 
where beets were stored to feed the horses. A square silo 
was also built inside the bafri. 

An 8-acre park established in the neighborhood where the 
five Sullivan brothers of World War J |- formerly lived and 
played. Five sons-Gebrge, Francis, Matt, Joe, and Al-of 
Thomas F. Sullivan, a Waterloo railroad conductor, enlisted 
in the US. Navy and, at their request, were all assigned to 
the same ship, the USS Juneau, a light cruiser. A Japanese 
torpedo sank the ship in late November of 1942, at 
Guadalcanal, and all five brotfiers perished. Av shamrock- 
shaped bronze plaque tias been placed in the center of the 
park as a memorial. 



The United States Navy commissioned a destroyer. The 
Susans, the first ship to be named .for more than one 
person. The 376-foot-long destroyer, \launched April 4, 
1943, saw action in the Pacific before th^ end of World War' 
II, and engaged in duty during the Korean conflict. She was 
put in mothballs in the early 1960's. In 1974, the Navy 
presented a replica of the ship to the City of Waterloo. To 
further honor the five sailor Sullivans, Congress established 



COUNTY AND ' 
COUNTY SEAT; 
LOCATION ON MAP 



I" 



NAME AND LOCATION 



7-BLACKHAWk 
(continued) 



(cQntrnued) 

• Thunder Woman Park 

North edge of Firichfbrd, ^ ^ 
Iowa, 

Black Hawk 'County Conservation 
Board 

Leo E. Hansen, Executive Officer 
241 0 West Lone Tree Road 
Cedar FaH$Jowa 50613 

. • University of Northern Iowa Museum 
Hudspn Road r 
' Cedar 4?alls, Iowa 50613 

Dn Pauline Sauer, Director ^ 



a -BOONE 




Boone 
E5 




• BdOne County Genealogical Society ^ 
Boone, Iowa ' 

Larry Adams, Corresponding Secretary 
969 Park Circle . 
Boone, Iowa 50036 

• Boone County^ Historical Society / 
Boone, iowa 

Edward H- Meyers, President 
1521 Carroll Street ^ 
Boone, iow.a 1 50036 






. — \ 











descriptipM V ; 



a Hving memorial by planting a cluster of apple trees on the 
grounds of the national Capitol. 

A 96-acre park incluc(ing,a nature trail and a 7-acre pine 
plantation. Hiking, camping, picnfeljing, ffshing, and nature 
study are popular/' A 125-foot suspension bridge connects 
the north and south sections of the park. Thunder Woman, 
a Winnebago squawk lies buried in^ Newel f Cemetery, about 
2 miles from the park/ . - 



Founded: 1893 W * / 

Admission: Free , V :^ ' 

Open: Monday through Friday, 1:00-5:00 p.m. during 
acadertiic year* closed during vacations , ' 

Outstanding geology collection; displays on U IS. and Iowa 
history, Americanv^lndians, and non-Western cult&res; 
exhibits of mammals, birds, reptiles, fish, and wpr.!<ib^i%. 
collection df shells, corals, and spongesf%pfen%^r^^ 
available to school groups by advance^appolntment. " 



Iowa State Norma^ School opened oo^Septerriber 6, 1876. 
The institution was first housed iru a building u^^vas a . 
state-supported • orphanage for children of Qyll W^^ 
veterans. Theolcf building was equipped with wood-Btifnlng 
stoves and kerosene lam^s. In 1900, the name of the school 
wgs'changed to }owa State Teachers College, and on July 1, 
1967#it was accorded , university status and the name 
cha|»ied to University pf Northern Iowa. 

# ■ ■ ^ . 

Organized: becerhber'1974 
Number qfMeriibeu: 40 

A chapter of the Iowa Genealogical Society (see Polk 
County). ^ 



Organized: November's, 1966 
Meetings: As announced 

Number of Members: A M2 f 
Dues: $4.00 annual ^ 

Hickory Grove Sclitipl, a typical small country school in 
Boone County, has been moved to the Don Williams 
Recreation Area, and furnished as it was in the 1920's.The 
wooden frame Mineral Ridge Methodist Church has been 
acquired and preserved. A Kate Shelley Memorial Museum 
and Park is being developed at Moingona. 

' Other activities include the marking of historic sites, 
preserving public records and materials on local history, 
displaying historic relics, and reprinting the 1880 Boone 
County History and the 1910. supplement to the Boondi 
News Republican. 



ERIC 



14 



COUNTY AND 
COUNTY SEAT; 
LOCATION ON MAP 



NAME AND LOCATION 



DESCRIPTION 




8-*pOONE 
ftomtnued) 



Kate Shelley Marke^ 
Ogden, Iowa 




Ledges State Park 

(Vladrid, Iowa 50156 

6 miles south of Boone, on Iowa 164 

State Conservation Commission 
State Office l3uilding 
300 Fourth* Street ^ 
Des Moines, Iowa 503j9 



A marker dedicated on Septepiber '5, 1941 to th6 memoty 
of Kate Shelleiy (Septem'ber 25/ 1865-January 21, 1912K'' 
^ who'was presented a gold medal by the State of Iowa on. 
' this site, in recognition of an act of heroism. On the night* 
of July 6, 1881 she crawled across the vBrooden tie? of the 
Des Moines River brrdge at Moingo/ia, Iowa during a raging 
storm arid flood to warn an approaching passenger train 
that a bridge across , Honey 'Creek was washed out. The 
lantern she used to flag down the train and prevent it from 
plunging into the rain-swollen creek is oadisplay in the State 
V Historical Building in D6s Mojnes. Many lives w^ere saved ^ 
and Kate; who was onlyl5,^ became a national heroin^. A- 
Chicago/newspaper raised a fund to pay off the mortgage 
on the/home of heriamily, and temperance leader Frances 
Willard arranged for her to enrolHn college. After attending 
Simpson College, Kate secured a teacher's certificate and / 
taught in Boone County schools for several years. Kate' 
Shelley ^an aunt of Jack Shelley, formerly news director at 
WHO, now an associate professor of technical journalism at 
Iowa State University) wa^ station agent for the Chicago 
and North Western Railway Co. at Molrtgona from 1903' 
until 1911, pi'ior to her death the following year. She is 
buried in the family plot a^ Sacred Heart Cemetery in 
Boone. . 

Maynie Shelley ,, a younger sister of Kate, died July 9, 1973 
at the age of 101. Mayme was 9 when Kate performed her 
heroic deed, and for much of her lifetime she served as an 
unofficial histprian of the event. Neither of the sisters 
married. Mayme, who also taught school, was employed' at 
other periods In her life as a bank teller and as a practical 
nurse, 

Mike Shelley cam'e^ere from Ireland with his wife and 
daughter Kgte in '1866. Starting out as a section hand for 
the C & MW Railroad in 1867, he later became section 
foreman. Their home across the Des Moines River from 
Moingbna is no longer standing. 

' The old bridge across Honey Creek is now gone except for 
the stone piers. The present railroad bridge, located on the 
main line of the Milwaukee Railroad running west out of 
Madrid, replaced what was claimed to be "the long^ ' 
double-tracked bridge in the United States" when it was 
completed in 1913 and named in honor ol Kate Shelley. 
This bridge, together with the piers of the so-called High 
Bridge across the Des Moines River south of Madritf> in 
Dallas County, was removed as part of the Saylorville 
Reservoir project. 

Dedicated: November 9, 1^24 / 

One of iowa's first state parks, named for its unusual rock 
formations. High sandstone cliffs and ledges border Peage 
. Creek which flows into the Des^Moines River at the West 
edge of the parkl Nature trails lead through areas of natural 
beauty to such scenic spots as Table Rock, Crew's Nest, 
Inspiration Point, and Hutton Memorial Indian Council , 
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8-BOpNiE 
(GOntmued}^ 



' Ledges State Park ^ 

(cohtlnued)' 



■J 



9 - BREMER 




Waverly 
C-9 



ManSie Doud Eisenhower Birthplace 

718 CarrpI! Street 

Boone,* Iowa . ' r 



Railroad Prairie 

1 mile east of Boon^, Iowa 
between old U.S. 30 and 
Chicago and North' Western 
Railroad right-of^y^ay 

Wildlife Research sind Exhibit Station 
South'edge of Lodges State Park 

State Cpnservation Commission 
State Office Buildmg . ^ 
300 Fourth Street 
Des Moines, lo\?va 50319 



DESCRIPfjON 



Ledge^was once a4X)pular»place*for pova-wows of the Sioux, 
Sac and Fox. A wide.variety of birds and animals. m'ay*6e ; 
seen, whife shrubs, trees, and wild flowers,.ihcluding somej. 
rare species, growjabundantly in the 940'acre^ark. Within 
hiking distance, just south of the park, are some interesting 
Indian rhounds. Campi?ig, picnicking, fishing, and boating, 
facilities ^ are avallabfe . The State Conservation Com- 
mission'^s Wildlife Research and.Exhibit Station (see belovy) 
adjoins the park., ^ ^ 

A bronze plaque marks the site of the birthplace of Mamie 
Doud Eisenhoi/ver, wife of Dwight David Eisenhower 
(1890-1969), President of the United States (1953-1961), 
The home is toeing ,mioved to anothqr location and restorect- 
to its original state. ' ' . 

A 15-acre strip of railroad right-of-way which parallels the 
highway, Ihis remaining bit of f rairie provides a typical 
w^id flQV^er display from'spring through fall and serves as a 
teaching area for schools and Iowa State University. 
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Dedicated: 1962 
Admission: Free 
Open: Daily, 10:00 




May untiflast Sunday in dctober 



:00 p"m., frojn first Sunday in 



Brenfer County 'Historical Sdpiety 
402 West Bremer Avenue 
"Waveriy, Iowa 50677 



J. W. (Bill) Lynes, President 
Plainfield, Iowa 50666 
or 

Mrs. Delbert Shepard, Museum Dire 
211 Second Street, S.W. 
Waverly, Iowa 50677 



Habits of birds and animals native 
.to Iowa may be observed under the. 
supervision of competent guides. 
Animals are brought to the 0xhibits 
from the wild by conservation 
officers, 'Over 80 species of 
waterfowl an^ wild game maV be 
seen, including shore birds, eagles, 
swans, game birds, squirrels, 
raccoons, beavers, otters, opossums, 
.piink, skunks, prairie dogs,, and 
deer. Research ' is conducted" on 
deer, pheasgnts, and quail, and 
birds are raised at the station to be 
released. 



Organized: November 1958 
Meetings: Annual meeting first Tuesday in May 
Number of Members: 650 
$1.00 annual 

Maintains a county museum in Waverly House (see below). 
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bESGRIpTION 




(continued) 



# North Woods Park 
1 mile north of 
Sumner, lovva 

Bmmer Coqnty Conservation Board 
Dale Pothast, Executive Officer 
R. 1. Wgverly, iowa 50677 

• Schield intemationai Museum 
Bremer Avenue on U.S. 218 and 
Iowa 3, across from campus of 

' Wart burg College 
Waverly;[owa 50677 



• Waverly House 
' ,402 We^Brfimer Avenue 
. V^verly^low^^Oe??^ 



An area of 81 acres, wjth access to the Little Wapsiplnlcon 
River, covered with upland timber (oak, Wcjcofy, maple, 
wild cherry, and cottonwood), and a^stand of hg^elnuf 
^Underbrush. The multiple use area has facilities for 
picnfcking and camping. 



Ift^BUdHANAN 




independence 
C-10 



Amish Settlement 
Near Hazelton, Iowa 



Buchanan County Historical Society 

Independence,, Iowa 

Clarence Snydef, President 
Golf Course Road 
Independence, Idwa 50644 ' 



Admission: $0.50; children 6*14, $0.25; under 6, free 




Collection of unusual objects from far away places 
acquired by a self-made millionaire machinery 
manufacturer. On display are the first Bantam (a dragline 
mounted on a truck chassis) built in 1942 at the Schield , 
Lime Quarry, huge elephant tusks, giant clam shells, 
Russian crawler tractor, 1956 Russian Pobeda 4-door sedan, 
1912 Model T ford, horsedrawn steam engine, and Persian 
rugs.' 

i . . • ■ ■ ' ^ , ■ ■ 

ilc/m/$5/b/i.^ $0,50; children under 1^ 
Open: Tuesday through Saturday. 1:30-4:06 p.m., and 
Sunday, 2:00-4:00 P,m., May through October 
Touryjj/f apppintment. 

County museum maihtafned by' 
Bremer County Historical Society 
in .Waverly House, which was the 
first hotel and stagecoach stop in 
Waverly. Built in 1856 of native 
timber and brick, it is the last of its 
; kind in northeast Iowa: Over 1,900 
pioneer items on display including a 
334 year-^ld violin, antique tele- 
Rhones/ Civil War items, a chair 
onqe used by the 27th President of 
th0 United States (1909-1913) 
William Howard Taft (1857-1930), 
toys, quilts, a rare folding bathtub, 
pictures, clocks, books, newspapers, 
and clothing. Exhibits of old 
country store; Schoolroom; 
X Victorian living room, kitchen, and 

bedrooms; ghost towns of county; 
" and original Buck Creek post office. 

Some of. the Old Order Amish moved to this area in 1914 
from Kalona (see Washington County), because they 
believed that the Kalona group was becoming too worldly. 

Organized: 1961 

i\/leetings: Third Tuesday, of each month exqept June, July, ^ 
and August ^ ' 

Number of Members: 125 
Dues: $2.00 annual 
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11 -BUENA VISTA 



Storm Lake 
C-3 
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Buchanan County Historical Soclety 
(continued) . 



Rush Park 

West edge of Independence, Iowa 
onU.S.20 ^ 



WapsieMill 
On U S. 20 
Independence, loyva 




' W^tbui^ No. 7 Community Center^ 
and Museum * 

2 miles west of fndeijendence, Iowa 
on U.S. 20, then 4 miles south, V/2 
miles west, and 1 mile south 

Harry J. Circus, Owner 
Route 3, Independence, Iowa 
50644 

Buena Vista County Historical' Society 
Storm Lake, Iowa 



Max E. Ireland,. President 
503 Lake Avenue 
Storm Lake, iowa 5058B 
or 

Inez Young, Treasurer 
Stohm Lake public Library 
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 



\ 




DESGRIPTiOM 



Maintains museum located in Buchanan County 
Courthouse;, containing materials and exhibits of local 
historical interest. The old horse barn on the Buchanan 
GcHinty Fairgrounds is also used as a museum to display 
farm machinery, engines, -^.n old printing press, and other . 
equipment. The Society also inventories cemeteries in the 
county, . 

. Remains of kite^shaped track and amphitheater, dating 
back to the ticne'^when Independence was the center of the 
harness racing M/orldl TheC.W, Williams home and carriage 
barn are now a "cafe and tavern. Axteli's barn is located at 
the rear of the lot at 5004th .Street S.W., and is now a 
garage. ^ 

Wapsie Mill was erected m 1867*1868 on the west side of 
the Wapsipinicon River. Originally a flour mill, it is still in 
operation* Privately owned. v 

Detf/cate</;. June 10, 1965 
Admissiom Free 

Open: Sunday,2:00-4:00 p.m.,June,through October 
other times upon request 

Restoration of Westburg No. 7 rural schoolhouse, built in 
1883 and used as school until May 21, 1965,. Text books, 
school records and equipment, including maps, globes, 
pictures, flags, bell, pump organ, and desks. Building used ; 
for community meetings. 

Organized: August 1 1 ,'1960 

Meetings: Third Thursday of month 

Number of Members: 175 

Dues: $1.00 annual; $100.00 life membership 

Cabin open: Sunday,2:00-5:00 p.m., from Memorial Day 

to Labor Day, and by special appointment; 

voluntary contributions accepted 

Collects and preserves information 
and articles related to the county's 
early growth and development. 

Prairie log house, built by HaK/or 
Ellerton Dahl prior to 1871, near 
Rembrandt, is now located on East 
Lakeshor6 Drive, along U-S. 71, 
• Storm Lake. Constructed of oak 
logs cut "^from timber along the 
Little Sioux River, the structure is a 
good example of Scandinavian type 
construction of a homesteader's 
cabin. ^The logs were squared by the 
"striking off and splitting" method 
' to make a tight wall, and dovetailed 
at the corners. The log house has 
been restored and furnished in 
pioneer style. 
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12-BUTLER 




AlHsQn 



• Butler Cdunty Historical Association 
Allfson, Iowa - . 

■ • ^ ' > ■ ' ■ 

Ben B. Westendorf , P,reslctent' 
303 Sixth Street 
Allison, Iowa 50602 
or 

Mrs. W. Sliepard, Historian 
Aliisortv Iowa 50602 

• Fort Sumter Rock 

1 6 miles southwest of 
Allison, Iowa, on the 
Kelsey blacktop road 

miles south of 
Iowa 3 

Mrs. Harold (Helen) Folkerts 
R. Rv2 
Allison, Iowa 

• Heery Woods State Park 
72 mile south of 
Clairksvilte, Iowa 

State Conservation Commission 
. State Office Building 
300 Fourth Street 
DesMoines, Iowa 50319 



Joseph B. Clay Pi'airie 
North of Parkersburg or 
3 miles south of Allisonon 
Highway 14 to Intersection 
with blacktop county road to 
Shell Rock, lowa^ then east 



1 mile to Butler Center Ceme- 



X 




Organized: 1957 ' 
Meetings: March, May, and September 
^Number of Members: 140 
Due$: $V00 annual 

Summer tours and picnics sponsored. Little Yellow 
Country Schoolhouse (see below) is maintained as a 
muS^m. ' 



A large, partially buried glacial granite bdulder. The rock, 
about 5 feet above ground, is located along the edge of the 
.county road (blacktop). The words "Fort Sumter", have 
been painted on the rpck, 'According to legend, a pioneer 
vyas on hlS way back home from the mill at Cedar F$lls 
where he had heard the news of the firing on Fort Sumter, 
•in the harbor of Charleston, S C., signalling the start of the 
Civil War„ on April 12, 1861. He wrote on the rock with 
axle grease from his wagon, "Fort Sumter was taken." A 
small flag js flown' on the rock* 

A pleasant spot along the Shell Rock River, named to 
commemorate John Heery,-who took out thfe first land 
• warrant in Butler County In 1853. There a low dam in a 
bend of the river. The park is used for picnicking, fishing, 
and hiking. 

The nearby town of Crarksville was settled in 1853 and was 
named for 2 brothers, Thomas and Jeremiah Claric. 

A 2.64-acre tract of unbroken lawa prairie adjacent to the 
old cemetery, which 4s still maintained and used fdr burials. 
Clay Brairie, was originally part of the cemetery for the 
early-day settlement of Butler Center, when the railroad 
was built through Allispn, Butler Center died Out and 
nothing but the cemetery and prairie remain today. The ' 
view of the Surrounding countryside to the frorth an|^ east o 
gives an idea af what the original Iowa prairie looked like. 
This patch of unturned prairie is o\yned by the University . 
of Northern Iowa Foundation (Formerly the State College 
of Iowa Foundation) and is protected under the lowaStatg 
Preserves System. The- prairie was named for Joseph 'b. 

• Clay, a graduate and long-time friend of the. University, 
who was the prime mover in preserving this small part of 
lowa^s heritage. Here, many kinds of prairie wild flowers 
bipom in profusion. These include shooting star, prairie 
smoke, prairie willow, and pus5ywilIovy..This is a favorite 
nature study spot, and is used by the University as a field 

laboratory by biology students. 
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NAMEANIH3JCATI0N 



# Little Yellow CQuntry iSctiooihousQ 
Court House Square 

Mrs. Ethql Parks 
Allison, Iowa 50602 
Or 

VV* C Polderboqr 
409 Pine Street • \ 
Ailison. Iowa B0602 

J 

• ferk^sburg Historical Society 
Parkei^sburg, Iowa 

* • ".; 

Peter dlthoff ^ 
904 Wempl6 Street 
Parkersburg, towa 50665 

or 

Gladys Meyers, ■ 
Secretar^^id Historian 
404 Cincoln^reet 
Parkersburg, Iowa 50665 



Pilot Rqck 

SVa miles northwest Of 
Allison, Iowa 



Mills 

:, Iowa 



V 



DESGRlPTfON 



Actmissioh: Donattons'accepted 
Open: By appointment 




A rural school, preserved as a museum/corttairis exhibits of 
;bird eggs/ moths, butterflies^ and antiques. In the 
'"schoolhousfr are g iDO-year old teachers desk and records . 

of cpumry schoots^The school was originally lo¥jated about 

2 mllessoutnpf Ardale, Iowa. 



lncorpomp<t: Jum i^^^BlO 

Meetings: Board,. frrs| Wednesday of month; Annual meet- 
ing irvJune/j' 

Dues: $2 .00 ,1 . 

Op^/i.'V Special occasi|!ns9nd by appotntm^ 

The igthK^ntury C. q. Wolf i-story; brlckTiome (1895), 
located in the west-^centrar part of Parkensburg (f^ifth and 
Bethel Streets) has been restdred' and is maintained as 3 
museum- The Parkei^burg Historical iHome' displays an- 
' tiques and memorabijila associated with the community, Jji* 
eluded are pieces of funniture; a kitchen rartge,^late sink^ 
ice box, loom, collection gf spectacles, calehdars, pictures, 
and railroad depot agent^s equipment from the Illinois 
Central RaHroad depot, closed in 1971 when passenger 
service was discontinued. The liyinfl room* music rooni, 
kitchen, and turret bedroom are appropriately furnished. 
The interior of the house has 14 different kinds di^dimbi* 
flations of carved woodwork, and stained glass wirrdow$ 
were imported from France. The home had been used as a 
school, church, library, and community house before It was 
acquired by the Society. 

Pioneer landmark, located, in Section 22 of West Point 
Township. This is one of the largest boulders in Iowa, 
measuring 38 feet long, 26 feet wide, and 12 feet In height 
above the ground. Pilot Rock is composed of very hard gray 
granite, similar to other glacial boulders in this area. 

\ 

In (857, the first grist mill was bulk on the west side of the 
Shell Rock River at Shell Rock. The original 30' x 40', 
3>story building cost $10,000 and was built by Geprge W. 
Adair, the town's founder, who arrived ,therp iji 1853. This 
mill has been torn down. Still standing Is the Shell Rock 
Grain and Milling Company mill, on the^opposite side of 
the river. It was built in 1858, of solid walnut, and an 
addition went up in 1888. A 14" x 14" walnut beam goes 
across the roof of the structure, and wooden pegs were used 
rather than nails. 

Horsl drawn wagons and bobsleds, tractors, and trucks have 
been used through the years to haul grf in to the mill. 
Ground cereal was sold and delivered to Butler County 
grocery stores as recently as 1944. In addition to breakfast 
food, corn meal, pure buckwheat and pancake flour was 
also ground at the mill. Although use of water power has 
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Shell Rock Mills 
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> Cialhouii County Historical Sbcibty 
6268th Stfeet 
RockwelfClty^ Iowa 50579 

Mrs. Rdy Hoyt, President 
500 East Lake » 
Roqkwell City, Iowa $0579 , 
or 

Mrs/Clarence Webbi Secretary 
R. R.2 

Rockwell City^Jowa 50579 ' 

Calhoun County Museum 
626 8th Street 
Rockifl/eU CitYr Iqw£i 50579 




• Qifroll CtfUrtty HiWrical Society 
Car/dll, Idwa / A 



filrs. Virgil Baumhbver/President 
Carroll Jowa 51401 

i Dickson Timber 

5 miles northeast of ♦ ^ 

djiddfen, Iowa 

Carroll County Conservation Board 
Russell White, Executive Officer 
Swan Lake Park- 
. Carroll, Iowa 5^401 



r * Grave of Merle a Hay 

Westlawri Cemetery 
Glidden, Iowa 



; D^ESCRIPTION 




long sihceWed. the mill still grinds livestock f\d, using 
electric poNfter,.and the grinding room smells of^rn and 
. the sweetnessNof the additives used today. 

The Shell RockNRiver, which flows out of Albert Leakke' 
in Minnesota, is\ a tributary of the Cedar River. It 
furnished water pdwer for many of the early Iowa mills^ 
Butler, Floyd, Cerr^ Gordo, and Worth Counties, 

Organized: October l956- 
incorporated: 1962 

Meeting^: Third Tuesday of each month, 7:30 p.m- 
Number of Members: 150 
Dues: St.OO annual v ^ 

Early In 1968, the old Wiest School In Rockwell City was 
purchased by the society. This 2-story brick buflding has 
> been converted to house the Calhoun County Museum (see 
below), and provide rooms for workshops and public 
meetings, • ' ; . 

Acquired: "iQQi 
Admission: Free 

Open: Sunday, 2:004:00 p,m.. May to October; other ' 
tfmes by appointment 

The former West School has been temodeled to house a 
a)unty museum/ owned and operated by Calhoun County 
Historical Society. Displays include pioneer home 
furnishings and farm machinery; study files of photographs; 
old manuscripts; maps; an^ genealogies, 

dfgm>ed: April 1967 " . * 

. bues: $2.00 annual 

Farrnsteacf mUSeum planned near Swan Lake Park. 



f ^ L^i. hardwood timber, with oak, ash, 

and hifckory pe predominant species. There are many 
varietiesyf wilii flowers, and ^uirr^ls, deer, and song birds 
are plentmiL Pr}marUy intended for nature study and use as 
an outdoor classroom, with seasonal sports and picnicking - 
permitted, \ \ 



A monument ot Carolina granite erected to the memory of 
Private Merle DVHayX one of the first three American 
soldiers and the first f ro^i Iowa to be killed in World War I 
His death occurred on November 3, 1917, near Artois, 
France, Oh the tentraT part of the', monument is a 
reproduction of a caVtoon by 3. N. (Ding) Darling, showing 
Uncle Sam holding ideadipldier in his arms. 
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t4*CARR0tL 
{continued) 



# Horstem-Friesiati Museum 
5Q7Main(onlowa141) 
hflanning^ low^i 



DESCiRli^TlON 




Opened: January 1, 1968 ^ ' 

Admission: Free; donations appreciated 
Open: Wednesday, Friday^ and Sunday, 1:00-5j;00 p.m.; 
y pther times by apppfntment V 




The' only Holstein museum. In America features antiques 
gnd memorabilia donated by breeders, of the black and : 
white cows, the most popular dairy animal in the wbrld- 
, litems jriclude historical records,, 

pictures, sale catalogs, trophies; arid 
the milk stpol arid neck chain of 
the late College Ormsby Burke 
: , * "(M^ma), holder of the lifetime 
^ ; record for milk production- 

" 334,21 9 pounds. Reglstratiqri 
papery for mariy of the other pro m^ 
inent members of the breed may be 
seen, as well ' as a copy of the 
cancelled check for $42,000 
written by Rownti'ee i=arms ttd. of 
Woodbridger Ontario, Canada, for 
Glenafton Nettie Benheur Maude, 
the seoond 'highest-selling Holstein 
"pOW-:...- V : ... ■ *. ',■ 

the pictorial history of the Hol- 
stein breed, which originated in the 
lowlands of Holland and North 
Friesland, *is depicted ohronolpgi- 
V cally on panels around the walls of 
the museqrTi. A special feature is an 
original oir painting by J. Grant 
^ Steele, . done about 1908, * of 
Pietertje Miaid Ormsby, "Mother of 
the Breed/' 



IB^CASS 




Atlantic 
6-3 



Cass County Historical Society 
Griswold, lowa 

Mrs. E.C. Fry, President 
Griswold, Iowa 51535 



Frank Chapman Peilett Memorial Wdods 
Atlantic, Iowa 

Mr. & Mrs! Melvin Peilett, owners * 
Atlantic, lowa 50022 • 



Organ/zed: 1963 > 
Number of Members: 280 

Museums Open: Monday>Wednesday, and Saturday, 12:30- 
9:00 p.m., June through August 

Cass County Museum, located in old bank building on^uth 
side of Main In Griswold. A Schoolhoyse Museum, in 
Sunnyside Park at Atlantic, is owned and matntainedNby 
the city * 

A 5-acre tract set aside in 1907 as a wild flower preserve by 
Frank Chapman Pellet (1879-1951),. a well-known 
naturalist, author, and beekeeper. Two large, red granite 
bouldgrs with bronze plaques mark the entrance to the 
largely undisturbed woodland. An abundance of spring 
flowers, common to lowa, may be seen. The woods also 
shelter many varieties of birds. A foot path from the rail 



NAME AND LOCATION 




Frank Chapman Pellett , 
Memorial Woods 

^{cQntlnged) ' ^/.v 



gate lead? through the area, and aDproprigte signs fdentify 
the flowers, and trees. The sanctQary serves as a c|iving 
laboratory for nature $tudy. 



Lewis Town and ^uhtry j^oosters 
Lewis, Iowa 



Organized: January 1, 1966 
Afeef/n^rs; fpurth Monday of month, 8:00 p.m. 
Number of Members: 4B 
J. Frank Berry, LevWs, Iowa 51544 Oi/e^; $12.00 annual 



or 

R.K. Breckerbaumer; ^Lewis^ 
Iowa 51544 




M Cedar County Historicaf Society 
TIptoh, Iowa 

Vyiinam Hartz* President 
* durante Iowa 52747 
\ * or 
\ Mrsii f na Barewald> 
^orreisponding Secretary • 
t\IptoV Jowa 52772 




Grave of Elliott Parr 

Abo^t 3 miles southwest of 
Lowden, towa 



Organized to identify, mark, and promote interest in 
hfsto^ic sites in the area. 

The 1856*1860 Mormon Trails- across the county are still 
visible. A Mormon Handcart Trail marker and replica of a 
wooden handcart, is iia Levyis City Park. These sturdy carts 
wfere made of native wood, shaped Vith a hand axe. The 
owner's possessions were loaded on the carts and, in some 
cases, those too feeble to walk rode in the carts as they 
were pushed by the Mormons f rom Illinois to Utah. 

Other local historic landmarks include the Old Stone House 
built before the Ciyil War by Reverend George Hitchcbck 
and u^ed as; a station on Jhe Underground Ra!lroacf,*the 
Civil W^^li^rmy Barracks, old Ferry House, the original Cass 
G(^uilS:fcl5j^ Church.' ; 

^ dual picnic, last Sunday in July; Board meets 
fourth Thursday evening of each month 
Numb6r of MBmbi^rs: 500 # * 

Dues: t2m annua'f , ' 

Ced^r Cour^ty HisU^^^ /?ei<;ew published annually since , 
* ^958* Pa^ issues h$ve contained articles and pictures on * 
rural churches, early country schools, pioneer life, early ■ 
transportatioif!, plonker firearms, limesfbne quarries, and 
early settlers m Cedar County. Meetings feature historical 
programs. 

Landmarks ahd historic sites in Cedar County include the 
former Tiptprt Union School, constructed rh 1853 at 121 
East Second Street and opened as the first free graded 
school, including a high school, west of the Mississippi 
River; the Henry Hardman Hq!p6, southeast of Tipton,^site 
of the first court, tlie first school, and the first church 
services (marked fay boulder erected by the Society); and 
the William Maxon Home (see faelow), located northeast of 
Springdale. 

The final resting place of Elliott Parr, a Civil War veteran 
and member of a pioneer Lowden family. The lone grave is- 
in a li-acre cemetery ^rved from the land settled fay Billy 
Parr, the veteran's father, who came here from Ohio in 
1848. Elliott . Parr served in the Civil War with 4 at his 
. brothers, and returned safely hojne, only to be, struck dS'wn 
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NAME AND tOCATION 



J5ESPRIPTIDN 




Grave of Elliott Parr\ 
(continued) 




• Herbert Hoover National 
Hlstoric'iSite 

west Branch, 1(£jwa 52358 

kMrs. Lorraine Mintzmyer, 
Superintendent 





''during the 1867 smallpox epidemic in Cedar County.;;:' 
Besidents in the area, terrified of the dread disease, refu^ , " 
to allow ^allpox victims to be burled in'Lowden's Van 
Horn Ce'm^y, the only burial ground in the vicinity. So it 

.was that the victim's father deeded the tiny qemetery to 
Cedar County and buried his son thjfere. A simple headstone ci 
with the inscription "Elliott Parr/Company K, 35th Iowa 
Infantry" marks the grave/No date of birth or death are 
shown. The small plot is enclosed with a high wire fence. 

Dedicated: 1962; Herbert (Hoover National Historic Site des- 
ignated Auggst 32, 1965 

Admission: Adults $0.50; children^inder 1 6; free; school 
groups^free 

Open: Monday-Saturday, 9:00 a.m:-6:9p p.m., and Sunday, 
10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m., May-Labor Day; 9:00 a.m,- 
5;00 p.m.. Labor Day-April \ ^ 

' ' ■ fW 

^ Herbert Hoover Presidential Library 

and Museum (operated by National 

Archives and Records Service) 

includes public papers, personal. 

c or re s. p o ri d e n c e , bo ok s / 

manustriptsi^audiovisual materials, 

and memorabilfia of former 

President Herbert CJark Hoover 

(1874*1964), first U.S. President 

born west of the Mississippi River. 

The Research Library has a book 

collec):ion of 8,000 volumes dealing 

with the economic, political, .and 

social history of 20th-CenturY 

America, and student and staff 

research work areas. In the 200-seat 

auditorium, fllnis are shown to the 

public ^twice daily during the 

summer and by appointment during 

the winter. 

The 2-room Hoover Birthplace 
Cottage, restored in 1938 to its 
original appearance, is maintained 
by the National Park Service, and 
contains many possessions of the 
Hoover family/ The cottage, built 
about 1870 by Jesse Clark Hoover, 
stands on its original site, near 
Wapslnonoc Creek*s west branch. A 
replica of the Blacksmith Sho^, 
operateci by the President's father, 
stands to the rear of the cottage, 
arid is equipped with the tools of 
the trade. Across the street Is the 
old Quaker Meeting House which 
Herbert Hoover attended as a boy. 
His mother, Hulda, often spoke 
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16 -CEDAR 
(continued) 



i ■ 



Herbert Hooyer National 
Historic Site 
(continued) 



• Lowden Historical Society 
Lowdert, Iowa ; 

. Rev. Paul C. Jordan, Presidfent 

Box K r 

Lowdea^lowa 52255 
or 

Mrs. LeRoy Boettger* Secretary 
R. R. 

Lowden, Iowa 52255 

• West Branch Heritage Foundation 
P.O. Box 66 ^ 
West Branch, Iowa 52358 



• West Branch Heritages Albisoum 
109 West Main Street 
West Branch, Iowa 52358 



\before the Quaker congregation. The building had been 
lioved and altered many times before it was moved to the 
»\esent site in 1964 and restored. A pl^ Df former 
agricultural land was prtanted to prairie grasses in 1971 The 
graVes pf President and Mrs. Hoover are located on a hillside ' 

iA Va mile $outhwest of the birthplace cottage, within 
the^33-acre park which surrounds these points of interest. 




\ ■■ \ ■ . 'r 

Incorpotated: November 6, 1973 

Weer//7(7s\. Every fifth Tuesday of each month (about 

\4 times: per year) 
Number of Members: 53 
Dues: $2.00 annual 

Gdnducts research on local businesses and the history of the - 
town from earliest- days, and collects items of historic 
interest for display. 

' ' ■ • 

0/5a/7/?e(/; August 22, 1963 
A'egf^s; At call of president 
Numder of Members: 200 

Duesf $3.00 individual; $5.00 couple; $10.00 sustaining- 
$25.00 sportsor; $50.00 patrort 

Operates West Branch Heritage Museum {see below> Two 
blocks of "old town" have been restored to their original 
appearance and preserved. The organization also 
participates_ in the observance of Herbert .Hoover's birthday 
and other historic events. 

, v ■ _ . . ' ■ 

Dedicated: August 10, 1964- 
Admisston: Free 

Open; ^eekdays, 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Sundays, 12:00- 
5:00 p.m. dgring summer;by appointment anytime 

Maintained by members of West Branch Heritage Foun- 
dation (see above). The building, erected In 1884 was" 
originally a grocery store, but also served as a harness and 
Shoe store, music store, and variety store. 

Museum^ exhibits include articles brought to West Branch 
by the first Quaker pioneers from Ohio and Pennsylvania, ' 
such as hand tools, tinware, glass, china, silverware, 
clothing and toys. Relics from the William Maxon Home 
(see below) used by John Brown, and Indian artifacts, 
including Clovis points and a buffalo robe, may also be 
seen One room is, furnished as a pioneer home, "with 
fireplace, rope bed, dough tray, pie cupboard, and dining 
table. Souvenirs and home made items are sold 
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16- CEDAR • William Maxon Home 

(continued) , 



3 miles northeast of Sprjngdale, Iowa 




17-CERRO GORDO 




Charles H. M^cNider Museum 
303 Second Street South East 
Mason Gity, Iowa 50401 

Richard E. Leet, Director and 
Resident Artist 
(address as shown above) 



Mason City 
B-7 * ■ 



aay Banks Forest 

2 mijes south and 6 miles 

east of Mason City, Iowa 

Cerro ^Sor^do County Conservation 
Board 

Thomas Stehn, Executive Officer 
220 l^orth Washington 
Mason City, iowa 5040^1 



( 



A 2-ton glacial boxjlder/ with a bronze pjlaque erected by 
the D A R in 1924, has been placed at the horn^pf William 
Maxon. The house was used as winter quarters by 
anti-slavery agitator John Brown an?i his men in 
1857485B. 

The Quakers, many of whom settled at Springdale, were 
determined Abolitionists. One of the escape routes Jor the 
slaves led from Tabor through Des Moines, Grinnell, Iowa 
City, West Branch, Springdale, and Tipton, to Clinton, 
Iowa. While in Springdale, John Brown planned and 
prepared for the attack on the United States arsenal at. 
Harper's Ferry, Virginia. Two Springdale brothers, Ec^win 
and Barclay Coppoc, were among the six lowans who took 
part in the raid on Sunday, October 16, 1859. Edwin (only 
24 years old) was captured and hanged with John Brown on 
December 16, 1859. Barclay (age 20) escaped and returned 
home to Springdale on December 17, the day after his 
brother was executed. With the outbreak of the Civil War, 
Barclay Coppoc joined the Union Army and was 
commissioned a lieutenant in the 3rd Kansas Volunteer 
Infantry, He was later killed in a train wreck, caused by 
guerrillas, near St. Joseph, Missouri. 

Estabiished: January 9, 1966 
Admission: Free 

Open; ;,Tuesday and Friday, 10:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.; Wednes- 
day, Thiifsday, and Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.; 
Sunday, 2:00-5:00 p.m.; closed Monday 



Contains pernjan^nt |rt collection and traveling exhibits. 
Lectures and demonstrations on art, a film series, music 
series, and art elates are offered. 

The Hfanford* MacNIder Room is being added to the 
museurrt. as^ a tribute to General MacNider, who died 
FebruarVy17, 1968. ' ' 

General Himford MacNider, a son of Charles H. MacNider, 
built Indiarihead, a 50-room mansion southeast of Mason 
City in 1929yon the highest point in Cerro*Gordo County. 
Indianhead wlas named from the shoulder patch worn by 
General Macishder's World War I division, the Second 
Division. The stone home was donated by the MacNider 
family estate to^orth Iowa CommunitV College in August 
1970. 

A 56-acre area, adj^ent to the Winnebago River, named for 
its clay banks whi(sh contain shells, fossils, and Indian 
artifacts. There, is a flowing spring, a stand of hardwood 
timber, and abundant Wfildlife. 
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tr-C6RRO GORDO: 
(qontmuedy 



Clear Lake 
Clear Lake^ Iowa 

Clear Lake Chamber of Commerce 

P, 0. Box 188 

Clear Lake, Iowa 50428 




Lincoln Statue 
Clear Lake Cemetery 
Clear Lgke, lovya 



North Central Ibwa 
. Genealogical Society 
Masoa City, fovva 

Mrs. Dorothy Bitker, 
Corresponding Secretary 
1712 South Taft 
Mason Ci^, Iowa 50401 



Pioneer Museun^and Historical 

Society of North Iowa 

P. 0. Box 421, Mason City, Iowa 

50401. Located between Mason 

City and Clea^^ Lake on U.S. 18, 

at the entranceto Mason City 

Airport 

David M: Murphy, President 
1600 12th Street N.E. 
Mason City, Iowa 50401 
or 



A spring-fed body of water, 6 miles long and ZYz miles'wfde ^ * * 
covering more than 3,600 aqres. Jhe take, formed by glacial 
action, js 1,247 feet abwe'sea^level, or approxfrn^tely 100 . 
^eet higher than the surro^ndin|Vcountryslde; An outl^ 
Weir has been created to regulate the water level. This area ' ' 
was a favorite summer camp for the Sioux and.yVinnebago ; 
Indians, and by the early 1850's white settlers began to 
establish permarieht settlements, V . 

Clear Lake State Park on the southeast shore.ahd Mcintosh 
Woods on the north shore at the west'^end of the lake 
proyide' modern facilities for camping, picnicking^ 
swimming, boa|ing, and other outdoor recreation. ' " 

Ventura Marshft at the west end of Clear Lake, abounds in 
vvaterfowl, including ducks and the big Canadian gfiese and 
snow gfeese, during migratlon/There is also a large pheasant 
population, and deer are plentiful in nearby woods. 

A Fish Hatchery and Information Office is located on the 
north^ shore of Clear Lake, Native Iowa ^fl^^^^ 

:displl^year-round> in aquariUmsr and fish Hatching/' 
equipmefit pnd demonstrations may be seen. Ah 

: observation deck affords a view of the entire lake area. 



A replica of the world famous Augustus Saint'^audens 
^statue- of Lincoln, standing, is said to be one of less than 
too of this type In existence. The monument, dedicate in 
1919, i> conducted of ^lO pieces of Barre and Monticello 
granite, and weighs over 40 tons. It cost $5,290.00. Annual 
(Wefinorial Day services are conducted at the monument. 

Meetings: f kst Saturday of month except June, July! 

August, and December, 2 :OlD p.m. 
Number of Members: 37 , 

Members publish a newsier. The Genie Bug, and are 
copying Cerro Gordo County records of births, deaths, and 
marriages, wills and probate records, and tax lists. The 
Society is a chapter of the Iowa Genealogical Society (see 
Polk County). 



inch^orated: October 7, 1964 

Kinney 'Pioneer Museum, a brick and masonry building 
located on a 7-acre tract, contains exhibits ft) memorialize 
and preserve the heritage of North Central Iowa. Included 
are a fossil collection; Indian artifacts; agricultural tools and 
machinery; handmade farm implements; furniture, utensils, 
old dolls,^oVs, and clothing used by early residents; and a 
pioneer han^d pump fire truck. 

The museum, opened to the public on May 15, 1966, was 
made possible by a gift of $100,000 from the Kinney- 
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Pioneer Mu$eutii and Historical 
Sbcietyof North Iowa 
^tconttny^ed) 

Enoch A. i^orem^ Chairrnao 
Executive Committee 
East State Street 
Mason City- Iowa 50401 

m Shell. Rock River Green Belt 
2 miles south and 1% miles east 
. of Rock Falls Jowa 

Gerrb Gordo County Conservation 
Board 

Thomas Stehri, Executive Officer 
220 North Washington 
Mason City, Iowa 50401 



Lindstrom Foundation. The land was deeded to the Society 
by the Mason City Airport Commission and the City of 
Mason City. 



Wilkinson FiQneer Pdrk 
South edge of Rock Falls, Iowa 




Several parcels of timber, pasture^ and meadow land, 
totalling 590 acres, adjacent to the Shell Rock River, 
extending from Rock Falls to Nora Springs, 12 miles 
downstream. The green belt includes shoreline on slopes 
above the river, forested with native hardwood trees; 
pasture land with native cedar trees; limestone bluffs lining 
the river banks; small lakes; a lagoon, just of f the river; artd 
a rock quarry, This is^a favorite stream for canoeingr 
providing swlftwater^ w7th little riffles and rapids, and 
scenic views. There are limited facilities for camping and 
picnicking, and the clear-water strearn provides fishing* An 
archery rail^e, nature and bridle trails, and a scenic parkway 
along the river are proposed. 



About 6V acres on the Shell 
Rock River, north of Shell Rock 
River Green Belt (see above). A . 
wooden covered bridge, the newest 
in Iowa, vias built in 19$9 across a 
small pond excavated for it. The 
bridge is a copy of the old Cutler 
or Donahue covered bridgis; .lo- 
cated in Winterset City Park. 
In building tlje replica, native 
lumber was used, sawed 3 miles 
south of the bridge site at a local 
sawniill. Cottonwood was used for 
the lattice trusses. The bridge is 16 
feet wide with a 10-foot clearance. 
The approaches to the bridge are 
each 40 feet long. There are 
excellent facilities for camping 
(including rest rooms with 
showers), picnicking, and 
recreation. . 



ta- CHEROKEE 




Cherokee 
C-2 



Cherokee County Historical Society 
P.O-Box 1067 
Cherokee, Iowa 51012 

Robert Perry, President ' 
Cherokee,'lowa 51012 
or 

Darleen Cummins, Secretary 
221 [Euclid Avenue ^ 
* Cherokee, Iowa 5101 Z 



Organized: August 1963 

Meetings: Fourth Monday of each month except June, 

July, and December, 8:00 p.m. 
Number of Members: 86 
Dues." $3.<)0 ai3rjual 

■I ' 

Activities include a pioneer supper, lectures, workshops, 
field trips, film showings, exhibits, and maintenance of a 
restored historic cabin. The Society publishes a newsletter 
for members. . '. ^ 
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is -CHEROKEE 
(contf|iuetJ) 



\ 



• Fort Cherokee 

Near Little Sioux River 
on 014 HIjghvAjy 21 <f 
. Cherokee, Iowa 



• Iowa Archeologlcal Society 
Duahe C. Anderson, President 
1923 California Avenue 
Iowa City, Jowa 52240 

Patricia Wifliams, SBcr0tary 
117 East WiUow • 
Cherokee, loyva 51012 " 




• n^itin*Litt!e &OUX Adc^ess 
4 miles ea^t and 3i/4 rtirle I; - 
south of Larnabee; Iowa < 

Chefokee County Conservation Board 
Ronald L/Dudley, Execikive Officer 
1 008 Rock Uland Avenue 
Cherdkee/lowa 51012 X 



Northwest Chapter, 
Jdwa lArcheological Society 

Sanford Museum and Planetarium 
1J7 East Willow 
Cha-okee, Iowa 51012 

C. A. Brenner, President 
Sheldon, Iowa 



• Old White Mill 
Near junction of 
Old Highway 21 and 
Spruce Street 

. Cherokee, towa 



A commemorative marker placed *near the location of the 
nriain gate of pid Fort Cherokee.' Erected in 1862-63, the^ 
fort was one of a series of defensivg^jrtificatiorts built to 
protect the northwest fronttec.»At tTS^Sbuth corner of the 
log $tockade was a 2^story*blockhouse built of huge squared 
logs. The officers' quarters also projected outside the 
stockade walls. Inside the stockade were the guardhouse 
&nd storeroom, stable, and granary. , 

Meetings: Annual meeting in spring, at different location 

each year ' v 
Numfjer of Members: 284 
ques: $5.00 annual? $15.00 sustaining; $50.00 life 

J A ntffi-profit, scientific society of amateur and professional 
, archeologlsts whose purpqse is to study, expand, pr^sfepve, 
and record the prehistoric heritage of Towa. Publications 
include a Newsfetten issued periodically, which reports ' 
archeologiqal jfihds and activities of members, and -the 
Journa! of the Iowa Archeological Society, containing 
i-eports of permanent scientific vafue describing ^ 
archeological camps, villages, modmds, and tools left by the 
prehistoric Indians of loWa, Field trips to archeological 
excavations may be arranged. R,egidna! chapters have^beefi 
organized* as follows: Northwest (Cherokee), Northeast 
(Decorah), Quad City (Davenport), Southeast (Qttumvi^a), 
Central lFort Dodge), and South Central (Mount Ay^^ 

A 164-acre area devoted .to picnicking, camping, hiking, 
horseback riding, fishing, and nature study. The rolling, 
hilly Idnd is covered with hardwood timber fm^inJy burr 
and white oak, hmkory / basswood, Ironwood, wild plum^ 
hackberry, wahoo, ah^ maple), shrubs, native grasses, *and. a 
variety of wild flowers, There is an abundance of wjldlife 
and of song birds, as well as asmall spring in the area. Boat 
launching facilities are provided for float trips on the Little 
Sioux Ri\/er. ^ 

i^- -" ■ ' ■ ' ' ".-V " - 

Established: 1951 

Meetings: Third Sunday of each month except December 

2;00p.m. 
Nqmber of Members: 30 . 
Du0s: $2.00 family; $1 .00 student 

A regional chapter of the loyira A/cheological Society (see 
abqve). Activities 'include lectures, film showings 
workshops, supervised excavation^of archeological sites and 
field trips. The NWIAS Newsletter is publishec^ bimdnthlV, 

A marker, erected in 1926, at the site of the Old White Mill 
built along the west bank of the Little Sioux River by J. W. 
Bliss, In the autumn of 1871. The old miflstones were 
reclaimed and used as a base for the monument. 

The mill was a 3-story frame structure, 40 xyfiO feet. Its 
huge millstones--5 or 6 feet in.diameter and 8 lo'12 inches 
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Old White ifllill 

(continped) 



Phipps Site * 
3jniles north of / 
Cherokee, low<i / 

Paul Phipps, 0ivyher 
^R. R. 1 f 
Cherokee, l#f^ 51012v 

Pilbt Rocli 

South of Cliefrokee, Ibtva 



DESCRIPTION 



thick-were hauled from Denison-by oxteam. A lai'ie 
' waterwheel; just outside the mill building, furnished. the 
power for grinding. In 1887, the new owner of the mill., 
Charles Beckwortb, changed to a full 'Vollery system," with 
va capacity of 50 ban-el^ of flour a day: The grain was 
xsrushed between rollers and the old millstones were no 
longer used. The mill changed hands several times in later 
years. The great flood of 189t swept away, the old mill 
dam, after whidi the jnlH was^ converted to steam power. 
Operations, later ceased, due to changing conditio^, and 
the mill was finally torn down. • . 

A rich archeological site, adjacent to Mill Creek. This was 
' the first of the Mill Creek sites to be exc^avated and the land 
has been returned to cultivation.' There is no public.access. 




A huge glacial boulder (20' high, 40' wide, and 61' long) 
deeply embedded in the ground, has served as a landmark 
since pioneer days. The Sioux quartzite boulder was known 
to the Indians as Woven Stone. The trails of the countryside 
ran directly to this old landmark, and the spot was a 
favorite camping ground, the post office of Pilot Rock, 
which was in existence from October 5^ 1865 until May 24, * 
1886, received its name from this rock. 

- ■ . • 

Foynded: 1941 ,(by Mr. and Mrs. Vy. A. Sanford as a memr 

orial to their son, Tiel) 
Ope/7e£/ ^o>wMc: April 22, 1951^ 
Admission: Free ' 
Open: Monday through Friday, ^rOO a.m.-noon and 1 :00- 
5:00 p.m.; Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-noon; Sunday, 2:00- 
5:00 p.m.; closed on major holidays - 

A non-profit cultural and 
educational institution, accredited 
by the American Association of 
Museums. The Museum includes 
exhibits on local history; Indians, 
archeojogy, paleontology, geology, ' 
birds, ice age animals, art, and 
antique furniture. There, ard^ also 
loan and circulating exhibitions,, 
guided tours, field trips, lectures? and filmsi \* 
schoohmuseum program, utilizing museum specimens and^ 
exhibits, has been developed to improve student learning* 
and attitude, with the aid of a Title 111 ESEA grant. Various 
types of memberships in the Sanford Museum Association 
are available,- * * 

The first planetarium in Iowa (1950), has demonstrations 



NAME AND tOCATtON 



DESCRIPtlON 



Sanford MMseum and Planetarium 
(continued) w 



Stires^hool House Museum 
Southwest corner of Silver Township, 
southeast^f Qufmby, rpwa 

Lester L. and Marguerite S. Whiting, 
'Custodians - 
338 Fountain Street . 
Cherokee Jowa 51012 

Adolph Munsoit Park ^ ./ 
314 miles northwest of Lawler, low^; 
or ZVz mfles north of Newfjampton 
on U,S. 63, then AtVz riniles^st, ' 

Chicksaw County Conservation Board 
Vincent C* Gebel, Executive Officer 
P.O. Box 311 

New Hampton, bwa 50659 



Chickasaw County Histor!cal 
Society " 
New Hampton, Iowa ' 

Mrs. Glen fLeota) Dudley, President 
R.R-1 

fonia, Iowa 50645 




(45 minutes) by appqintment,. in advance, for groups ot 
15-50 persons. The planetarium was dedicated by Armond 
Spit?, inventor of the Spit^ Planetarium i^^^ 

Meeting place for Sanford Museum Association, Cherokee 
County Historical Society, Northwest Chapter of the Iowa 
Archeologiqal Society^and Cherokee Arts CouncH 

4Gfrn/^/oav Free; donations accepted 
Open: Sunday, 2:00^5:00 p.m. during summer; other times 
by appointment, for groups 

Old Number 9/ a Vroom rural schoolhous^, furnished. A 
collection of pioneer items, antiques, farm tools and 
machinery^ atW Indian artifacts may be seep; 

Old ghost town, Jacksonville, lovva, which was located on^ 
the old Dragoon (Military) Trail, is preserved in a 3-acre 
park. The settlement was,fir^ called Greenville in honor of 
the- iman^ who built the first house, a log hotel. In 
Jacksonvrlle Townshlpv When the town was surveyed and 
platted, its hame vvas changed. .Th$ first newspaper to be 
fJublished in <M^V.^mi^ 

was started here In May 1857. A pdst office was established 
January 29v 1856^ and discontinued Audust 5, 1887. An 
Old cemetery contains gravestones dating back to 1854. A 
log cabin, furhfshed with articles Oqt of the historic past, a 
1-room rural schoolhouse, and an old country store are 
enclosed by a rail fence - Picnic facilities are available on the 
site.- 

Organized: Decembers, 1953; incorporated February 1954 
Meetings: Annually in April; directors meet second Tuesday 

- of month, 8:00 p.m, 
Number of Memberi: 425 

Dues; $1 ,00 annual; $2.00 associate; $10.00 life; $100.00 
memorial 

Admission to Old Bradford: $0*75 . 
Open: Daily, 9:00 a,m.-5:30 p.m„ May 1 to October 1 , other 
times by appointment. 

Sponsors historical pageants,^nnual 
wedding reunion, dinner for Little 
Brown Church (Nashua), art 
^ exhibits, hobby exhibit, flower 

. show, tours. Chickasaw Church 

(west of Ionia) and Deerfield 
Church (north of Bassett) have 
been restored. Beef stew dinner is • 
held at Chickasaw Church*^ in 
November, and an annual home- 
, coming and dinner at Deerfield 

Church on the third Sunday in 
August. 



Chiclcasaw County Historical 
(continued) 




Devon Woodl 

1 ntlle wert^ 3 miles north, and 

% mll^ vyest of New Hampton, < 
iQwa; or 3 3/4 miles east of North 
Washington^ Iowa 

ChftikaisaW County Conservation Board 
Vincent 6: Gebei, Executive Officer 
P.p. Box 311 

New Hampton, lowi^f 50659 

Gopdate Conservation Area 
4 miles west^ Vz mile south, and 
114 miles west of Alta Vista, Iowa 

■ ,^ ■ ■ 

Chickasaw County Conservation Board 
Vincent C. Gebej, Executive Officer 
P.O. Box 311 

New Hampton, Iowa 50659 

^ • ■ • 

Howard Woods 

2 miles northwest of Nashua, Iowa 



A restored village Is located at Qld Bradford, one blodc 
from the Little Brown •Churoh, built in 1864, (see below)* 
inspiration ' for the famous hymh* "The Church in the ' 
Wildwood/' by Dr/W«Ham S, Pitts. A number of old 
buildings are located on a .4^cre plot, making up the 
Chickasaw County Museum, These Inqlude log cabins, the 
office of Qr, Pitts, a blacksmith shop, a^n old rural 
schoolhouise, a country store, depot, Victorian cottage, 
museum, and a handicraft and gift shop. Also to be seen are 
an old wooden wihdmiil, agricultural Implements, antiques, . 
and books, 

Bradford was a thriviVig little village of about 1^000 
inhabitants before the railroad bypassed jt. AH that remains 

^of the original town is the old Bradford Academy building, 

' now a residence, and»the old stagecoach stop. 

An unimproved timber area used for nature study. Native 
hardwood trees, shrubs, -and wildMlowers are Being 
preserved, A small slough provides a nesting area and cover 
for upland game birds and mammals^ 



A wildlife food and shelt^area along both sides of the 
Wapsipinicon River, Tree plantings and ; reforestation are 
underway. 



A. 20-acre area which runs to the Cedar River. Open for 
fishing, picnicking, camping, boating, and nature study. 



Chickasaw County Conservation Board" 
Vincent C. Gebel, Executive Officer 
P.O. Box 311 

TSIew Hampton, Iowa '50659 «, 

Jenn Timber . * 

6 miles west of New Hampton, Iowa 
on U.S, 18, then 14 mile north 

Chickasaw County Conservation Board 
Vincent C. Gebel, Executive Officer 
P.O. Box 311 . 
New Hampton, Iowa 50659 



A nature study area containing many varieties of wild 
flowers, ferns, shrubs, and native trees. The timber is under 
Forest Reserve m^agement. 



NAME AND LOCATION 



DESCRIPTION 



» UtUe Brown Church In the Vale 

,;BradfordJowa 
near Nashug^ Iowa 




Sniit Rock Park • 

224 miles south, V/z miles west, and 
Vz mile south of Fredericksburg, foWa; 
or 10 mi les south, 4 miles e$st, and % 
mife north of New Hampton^ Iowa 

Chickasaw County Conser>^tior\ Board 
Vincent C. Gebel, Ekecutive Officer 
P.0,Bqx311 ^ 

New Hampton Joyb ^50659 

" * <^ ' ^ ■ 

Twin Ponds 

Southwest of New Hampton, Iowa; or 
2 miles south and 3 miles east of 
Ionia, lc^\A^^ ^ 

■ ■ (■ " * 

Chickasaw County Conservation Board 
Vincent C. Gebel, Executive Officer 
P.O. Box 311 

New Hampton. Iowa 50659 

' ■ ■■ ■ " ■ ■ 

Wapsie River Access 
1 mile south and miles west 
of North Washington, Iowa 

Chickasaw County Conservation Board 
Vincent C. Gebel, Executive Officer 
P.O. Box 311 • . 
New Hamptoh/lowa 50659 



Dedicatee/: December 29, 1864 

The church made popular by the hymn, "The Churdi in the 
Wndwood/' The hymn was actually written before the 
church was erected. Dr. William S. Pitts/ a dentist and^ 
teacher of singintj, visited Bradford in 1857 .and wrote the 
song after returning to his native *state of Wisconiin. 
remembering an '^attractive and lovely spot." The "little 
brown church" was added from his imagination. In 1863. 
Dr, Pitts moved to Iowa, locating in Fredericksburg 20 
miles from Bradford. 

The church was origmally organized in 1855? The simple 
frame building with its square tower without a spire was 
erected in 1864 and painted brown,.as in the song Its 
arphitect was Reverend J. K. Nutting, who also designed the 
Tabor Congregational Church. 

Named >for a large granite rock, split in half and embedded 
In the ground. The 80-acre park includes a 10-acre ' 
spring-fed lake, stocked with fish. A swimming beach and 
bathhouse are on the north shore of the lake. In addition, 
there'^are hiking trails, a picnic area, and a camping area. A 
damp/ wooded section contains many of the wild flowers 
becoming scarce in Iowa, affording an opportunity for * 
nature study. . 



A 160-acre area bisected by the Wapslpinicon River. In the 
area subject to flooding are many kinds of aquatic plants. 
Throughout the flood plain are various high spots of land In 
the form of hummocks. Trees include oak, hickory, maple/ 
cherry; elm, poplgr, willow, and river birch. Many varieties 
of prairie wild flowers may be seen. Facilities include 
fishing ponds, an educational unit of outdoor classrooms 
for use of schools and nature study groups, nature trails, 
wilderness camping, and picnic tables. 

A 60-acre tract providing access to the Wapsipinicon River. 
It is utilized as a fishing and hunting area, outdoor 
classroom, and wildlife habitat. Some of the land is subject 
to flooding, and is covered with bottomland timber, with 
potholes and marshy areas. 
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5f , 



20 -CLARKE 




Osceola 



• aarko County Historical Society 
Osceola, Iowa 



Robert DiehU President 
R,R,4 

Osceola, Iowa 50213 
or 

Melvm HvGoeidner 
209 East Pearl Street 
Osceola, Iowa 50213 



Mormon Trait 



2f -CLAY 




Fort Peterson • 
Located on farm of 
Mr. & Mrs. Duane Johnson 
Peterson, Iowa 51047 



Spencer 
B-3 



Organized: May 21, 1970 
Meetings: Third Thursday of mo^ 
Number 0f Members: 175 
Pues: $1*.00 annual - 




1,7530 p.m. 



' crarke County Historical Museum isMocated in downtown 
Osceola, at 11714 South Main StreeL Articles and docu- 
ments^ including family histories for OJarke County, have 
been collect€;d for the museum. There a\e displays of farm 
machinery and tools/, harness^ dbctors*\ instruments,, old 
kitchen equipment, dining ro6m and parlot furnishings, old 
documents, clothing, old school desks arid church pews, 

■ and other articles associated with the hist^rV of Clarke 
Countyv 

A 100-year old log cabin was moved in 1970 the Clarke 
County Fairgrounds and restored. The 12' x 14\cabin was 
built mainly of oak logs by George HaHan, who isyburied in 
Union Chapel Cemetery: Near the Harlan cabin >s a vyell- 
house built by 6, L. Tenry, ?i skilled carpenter who>}ived at 
Wefdon, lOwa^ 

The site of Lost Camp, a temporary settlement foundje 
the Mormons, is located in Section 17^ Green 
Township. 

Joseph smith, Jr. established his first diurch in New York/ 
later moving on into Ohio, Missouri, and Hlinojs, where he 
and his followers built the city of Nauvoo^t After Smith and 
his brother were killed by a mob at Carthage, Illinois, the 
church broke ©to 1actions\ Brigham Young became leader 
of the larger group and set out to establish a church in the 
wert, finally locating at Salt Lake.City^ UtIFi. The Mormon 
Trail went through 12 counties across southern Iowa: Lee, 
Van Buren, . davis, Appanoose, Wayne, Decatur, Lucas, 
Clarke, Union, AdairV Cass, and Pottawattamie. ]n Clarke 
County, the trail or road meandered across Franklin, Gre^n 
Bay, Knox, Ward, and Troy Townships. 

Fort Peterson was^ne of a string of forts constructed and 
manned by troops known as the Northern Border Brigade, 
built after the Spirit Lake Massacre of 1857. These forts 
were established at five points along a line passing through 
Correctionville, Cherokee, Peterson, Esthervi lie, and Chain 
Lake. In May 1856, Ambrose S. Mead and J. A. Kirchner, 
the first settlers in Clay County, broke the sod at a 
settlement first called Long Grove. The town was renamed 
Howard when a^request was made for a post office, but the 
Post Office Department substituted the name Peterson. 
This was the first county seat, and the location of the first 
. sawmill arid the first newspaper in Clay County. Following 
the slaughter of over 1,000 white settlers in Minnesota in 
1862, Lt. Col. James Sawyer sent a detail from his. 
headquarters in Spirit Lake to protect the settlement and 
build the fort. It stood within the town of Peterson and was 
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COUNTY AND 
COUNTY SEAT,- 
LOCATION ON MAP 



N^ME AND LOCATION 



DESCRIPTION \ 



2t-clAY • 
(contlnMed) 



Foit Peterson 
(ajntlnued) 




Inkpaduta Trail 

From Peterson, Iowa to Arnofds 
Park, Iowa 

br. F. V. Maytum 
Spirit Lake, Iowa 51 360 



• KIndlespire Park 

5 miles west and 1^ mile 
south of Webb, Iowa 

Clay ciunty Conservation Board 
Charles. R. Swan, Chairman 
R. R., Ruthven, Iowa 51358 

• Parker Historical Society of 
Clay County 

: .East Third Street 
Spencer, fowa 51301 

Paul Swaim, President 
Webb, Iowa 51366 

^ or 
Owen Cook^ 
•Spencer, Iowa 5T301 



\ ■ , ■ 

constructed of hand-hewrr, black walnutMogs, Axe marks 
may still be ^en on the logs. The bvilding* W constructed 
with wooden* pins-no nails were used, Jhe loopholes 
through th6 walls were larger on the inside so dfles could be 
swung around,, permitting greater range. The ^original 
blockhouse had a second story, rotated 45 degrees. A 
stockade, triangular in shape (152' ^ 100' x 100') 
surrounded the fort. The stotkade was also made of black 
walnut logs, driven into the ground. 

There are many stories about soldiers at the foi^, and 
legends of buried gold, and of a pioneer said to have'|3een 
buried in a sittina position because his frozen body cd^uld 
not be straightened out. \ 

When . the danger from Indians subsided, the stockade wak 
torn down and burned for fuel. Pieces of the wood were 
saved and used to make a lamp. A gavel was also made for 
the Masonid Lodge. The fort itself was moved about a mile 
west of tov\^n and occupied as a farm home. In 1938, the 
old fort was moved again, about lOO^yards northwest, to 
make room for a new residence. A tablet mark« the oriqinat 
site. 

Between the town of Peterson and the present location of 
the fort is a fog cabio built about 1867. The cabin contains 
many tools and utensils used by the pioneers. Privately 
owned, it may be visited with permission. 

A 62-mile long hiking trail laid out by the Prairie Gold Area 
Council of the Boy Scouts of America, foljowing the trail 
use* by Inkpaduta and his band of hostife^ioux Indians 
during the Spirit Lake Massacre of 1857. The trail starts 
at the Heywood Cabin m Peterson and ends at the Gardner 
Log Cabin , in Arnolds .Park, classing parts of Clay and 
Dickinson Counties. It has been approved for use of Boy 
Scouts for a hiking merit badge. 

A 160'acre, undeveloped area, divided by the Little Sioux 
River, including both bottomlands and high ground. Timber 
includes oak, elm, basswood, willow, box elder, and walnut. 
There are Indian mounds on the bluff along the south side 
of the river. 



Organized: January 13, 1960 
Meetings: Four times each year 
Number of Members: 183*, 
Dues: $2.00 annual; $5.00 family; $30.00 life 
Museum Open: Sundays during summer; other times by 
appointment 

Organized to identify and mark historic sites, and collect 
and preserve items associated with the history of Clay 
County. 



, mmm 
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N AME AND LQCATrON 
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2t*GLAY 
(continued) 



Parker Historical Society of 
Ctay County 

(contlnueclj 

• Peterson Heritage^ Inc. 
Peterson; Iowa 

Jarne$ Hass^ President . 
Peterson jowa 51047 * 



The former homQ of Reverend and Mrs. Parker was donated 
to Society* the museum exhibits Include farm machinery, 
tools, clothing, pictures^ and other items from lowers past.' 

JncorporatedrMv 1 4, 1 97 T 




# Rock Forest Schopt 
Peterson, low^ 



Willard Kracht 
Peterson Lions Dub - 
Peterson, Iowa 51047 
; or 

C. B. Reed 

Peterson, Iowa 51047 



Open: Sunday, 2:00-5:d0 p.mu. or by appointment 

'"',,'*' ^ 
Small, white/ wooden rural schoolhouse, built about 1868 
in extreme NW part of Section 20, Peterson Township, CIdy 
County. Used 9s sijiool and church until 1918, when it was 
moved to a farm to serve as a garage and tool shop: In 
January, .1963 theoold school building was moved to 
swimming pool park in Peterson and restored by the 
Peterson: Lions CI ub. The school is representative of 
hundreds of other rural schools that formerly dotted the 
countryside about 2 miles apart. It is furnished with items 
typical of Midwestern prairie schools of 100 years ago-old 
school desks; pot-bellied stove, teacher's desk, piano, 
blackboards/old school bells, roHup maps, and old pictures. 



22> CLAYTON 




Elkader 
B^ll 



Bixby State Park ^ 

2 miles north of Iowa 3 at Edgewood, 

fowa, on count^road 

State Conservation Commission 

State Office Building 

300 fourth Street 

Pes Moines, Iowa 50319 > ^ 

Clayton County Conservation Board 
Don R. Menken, Executive Officer 
R. R. 2, Elkader, Iowa 52043 

Bloody Run 

2 miles west of 
Marquette, Iowa 

Clayton County Conservation Board 
Don R. Menken, Executive Officer 
R, R. 2, Elkader, Iowa 52043 

Buck Creek Area 

3 miles northeast of 
Garnavillo, Iowa 

Clayton County Conservation Board 
Don R. Menken, Executive Officer 
R.R. 2, Elkader, Iowa 52043 



Phenomenal Ice Cave In beautiful, rugged, 69-acre area. 
This is one of the few such caves In the Middle West. The 
year-round temperature varies little from the freezing point. 
Bear Creek flows through the park, and there are several 
flowipg springs, a profusion of wild flowers, hiking trails, 
an'dpicmc facilities: Oire and maintenance is provided by 
Clayton County under a management agreement with the 
9ta|e Conservation Commission. ^ 



Bloody Run, a sprirtg-fed trout stream flows through a 
135-acre forest preserve. High limestone bluffs covered with 
hardwood timber are includ^ In the area. The Chicago, 
Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad crosses Bloody- 
Run at 3 points y\jjjhin the property. There are facilities for 
fishing (special trout stamp on fishing license required), 
picnicking, and camping. 

A 103-acre tract located near the headwaters of Buck 
Creek, a stocked trout stream. The area includes an 
excellent stand of hardwood timber, with plantings of 
coniferous trees. Fishing (special trout stamp on fishing 
license required), picnicking, and hunting are permitted. 



ERIC 
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222 -CLAYTON 
. (comiciued) 




DESCRIPTfON 




Chicken Ridge 

4:tniles south of ElJ 
east side of Iowa 



\tk\z Overlook 
iderj along 



Scenic view^from the reputed highest point in Ciayton 
County, There are picnic tables on the 4-acreVact. 



Clayton County Conservation Board - • ' 

Don R.Menken, Executive Officer . . 

R. R, 2^ Elkader, Iowa 52043 ' 

Open: Daily, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. (7:30 p.m. during summer); 



Thomas Munson, Superintendent 
P. 0. Box K, McGregor, Iowa 521^7 




» First Gasoline Traetor Marker 
.Along U.S. 18 and 52 at Frbelich. - 
' lOwa ^ 



Garnavillo Historical Museum 
Garnavillo, Iowa 52049 

Arnold D. Roggman, Curator 
Garnavillo, Iowa 52049 



closed,Christmas Day 

Within the monument's 
2-square-mile area (In . Allamakee 
and Clayton Counties) 191 known 
prehistoric mounds are preserved. 
These Indian burial mounds are of a 
type unique in North America, and 
are found only : in southern 
Wisconsin and adjacent areas in 
1 1 1 inois, Minnesota, * and Iowa. 
Twenty-nine, mounds are in the 
form of bear and bird eff lgfes^-whrie 
the others are conical or linear 
shaped. The Visitor Center Include^^ 
, . ^" archAjlogical museum. - with 

displays pf local Woodland and Mississippran Cultures; 
artifacts; and herbarium. Audiovisual presentations are 
given in the audrtorium. Self^uiding trails take visitors to 
the burial mOunds, and to Fire Point for an ejccellent view 
of the Mississippi River, Conducted tours by appointment 
a^n a regular schedule during summer months. ' 

A granite marlcer and bronze plaque commemorate the 
buHding of the first gasoline-powered tractor, invented in 
jasz by John Froelich. who operated a feed mill and 
elevator in the village of Froelich. During summers, 
froelich, who worked with steam-powered threshing outfits 
in South Dakota's wheat fields, was annoyed with the 
problem of getting and hauling water for the steam engines 
He conceived the idea of a gasoline-powered outfit and" 
after +nany months of effort in his shop at Froelich, he 
assembled a tractor that would move forward and backward 
under its own power. The invention was destined to have a 
far-reaching effect on modern agriculture. Froelich joined 
with others to organize the Waterloo^ Gasoline Tractor 
Engine Company, which later became John Deere and 
Company. 

♦ 

Acquired: 1965 

Open: Saturday and Sunday, 2:00-5:00 p.m. and 7:00- 
10:00 p.m., May 1 to October 15 
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"(^ (continued) 



NAME AND LOCATION 



DESCRIPTION 




Garnavillo Historical Mus«uni 

(continued) 




Lot^ted in a brick building erected 
in 1865 a Congregational Churoh* 
The building wias later purchased 
by James 0. Crosby, early-day law- 
yer and surveyor^ and was also 
used 'a^a cpmmunity building. The 
ntuseum, 9Pened to the public in 
July 1966 by Garnavillo Historical 
Society {see below), contains thou- 
sandsof manuscriptSr papers, letter$, 
and magazines dating back to the 
18th Century or earlier; old maps; 
hand tools; tintypea and photo- 
graphs; bills of sale; posters and 
handbills; old wills ar\d legal docu* 
. ments; displays of cameras and 
gun$; model rooms of pioneer 
homes; and archeological exhibits; 
and 300 paintings by Althea 
Sherman (a noted Iowa ornitholo- 
gist). ' 



.-€r 



Atthea Sherman (1853-1943) built a 22-foot wooden tdwer 
m 1914 at the former town of National, I bwa^ located 
^ nortlj of Garnavillo. The structure Wgs built to include a 
14*fobt wooden chimney ip the upper part of the tower to 
permit the study of the habits of the chimney swift. The 
Althea Sherman Swift Tower was moved in recent years to 
Andy Mountain Campground, Vz mile south of Harpers 
Ferry, lowa, for preservation as a historic landmark. 
Chimney ^ifts still Successfully nest in the tower. 



• Garnavilio Historical Society 
Garnavillo, Iowa 52049 

Arnold Larson, President 
Garnavillo, Iowa 52049 

• Joy Springs Park 

2% miles west and 1 mile south 
of Strawberry Point, lowa 



Incorporated; April 29, 1965 

Owns and operates Garnavillo Historical Museum (see 
above). \^ 

An 80-acre piece of timbered land, through which flow 
two trout streams-the Maquoketa River and Bruce Creekf 
Included in the area are 7 springs known as Joy Springs. 
There are facilities for picnicking and camping,. 



Lover's Leap Park 

North edge of Elkader, lowa 

Clayton County Consen/ation Board 
Don R. Menken, Executive Officer 
R.R.2,Eikader, lowa 52043 



A 10-acre park located on the Turkey River bluff. 
Undeveloped at present, hiking trails and picnic facilities ^ 
are planned for the park. 

According to legend, the Indian sweetheart of an early 
settler jumped off the cliff into the Turkey River. Statues 
of the lovers are on the cliff, reached by trail. 



• McGregor Historical Museum 
Second Streqt 
McGregor, lom 52nf "^ 

Mrs. FredWae) Huebsch, 
Curator * 



• McGregor Historical Sbctety 
Second Street 
McGregor^ Iowa 52157 

Lynn Johnson, President 
McGregor, IOW9 52T57 

i Merritt Forest 

4^4 mile? south and? miles * 
westof Guttenberg, Iowa 
on county road 

State Conserv^tidn Comrnissfon 

State Office Building 

300 Fourth Strett 

Des Moines, Iowa 5031^9 

Military TwilMarker 

North of Marquette^ rowa ^* 

on west side of highway 



Monona Historlcaf Society 

Monona Jowa ' 

Mrs. QtmaF H. Bruns, President^ 
BoxT 

♦lononajowa. 52159 

■ or : 

Miss Willa Helwfg, Curator 
Monona, Iowa 52159 \ . 

Mbody'i Musical Museum 
1111 West Main Street 
McGregor, Iowa 52157 



Opened' 1938 ^ , ' 

Admissiorn Donations accepted 
Open: Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday afternoons; other 
times by appointment 

Located in the old Library Building and operated by 
McGregor Historicat Society (see below). Displays include 
articles of historic inters fr<yn thft McGregor area 
including Civil War relics, household antiques, early school 
equipment and records, and the fartious sand bottles by 
Andrew Clemens, 

Orgmzed: t94t 

Meetings: Quamrl)^ • 
Number of Members: 150 
Dues: $0.60 annual 

Maintains McGregor Historical Mu^um^^(^^^ 

A 20-acre State Preserve containing a solid stand of virgin 
Iowa forest, never cut. The natural area is about 2 miles 
northwest of Millville, along the Turkey River^ 




A, marker erected by the Daughters of the American 
Revolution to commemorate the military trail from Fort 
Crawford (Prairie du Chien), Wisconsin to Fort Atkinson 
Iowa. Supplies were transported over this road when Fort 
Atkinson was being constructed/ ' . ^ 

There aremany ancient Indian mounds in the are^, 

//ico^oraJtecT: February 2, 1968 
Afeef%5f- Qgdrterly and as called 
Number of Members^ ^ 
Owes; $1.00 annual 

Maintains a museum in. a 3-story, 12.room house built 
around 1909 at-302 • South Egbert Street in Monona 
Materials on hand include/ofd plat books, cook books'^ 
doctor's books, the Monorih Leader and other newspapers' 
The Society reprinted the 1882 history of Clayton County. 

founded: 1951 
dmisston: $0.50; children 5 12? $0.25; under 5, $0 10 
Daily, May through October 

Fekr«5 an extensive collection of old mechanical orches- 
tratibns, music boxes, and player pianos, in operating 
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22 -CLAYTON 
(GdntTnue^^ 



Moody's Musical Museum 
(oQntinu^d) ' 



Motor Mill 

Southeast of Elkader, lowa 
or 2 miles northeast of the 
village of Communta^ Iowa 




condition, AI§o to be seen are a Civil War clisplaYc country 
store and post office, Wells fargo express office, whiskey 

,$till. Gay Nineties barber shop, steamboat lore, old auto- 
\ mobiles, and life-size wax figures of colorful characters of 
l^e Old West. An interesting sand bottle collection includes 
the work of artisfs Ahdrew Clemens^ Harvey Haltitieyer, 

' and Robert Trayer, ' 

Opefi^ Privately owned, but .may be seen at any time 

An old S-story stone mill on the 
Turkey River, where flour, corn 
^ . \ mBa\ hominy, and feed were 

manufactured. Only a f dw scattered 
rocks remain of the 200-foot dam, 
which once stood 12 feet high. The 
waterwheel has long since 
disappeared^ 



The town of Motor was laid 
out in 1845. It had a bright 
future, but flourished only briefly 
because of a series of misfortunes^ 
Fiopds, crop failures due to 
dro^ht; ^arasshoppers, and 'chinch 
bogf Wujght an end to the boom* 
Th6 milLbullt at a cost of $90,000, 
ceased to operate in the late 1870's. 
Other/ stone buildings dating back 
to the existence of the town of 
Motor includS the old livery stable 
(now used as a barn), the former 
tavern (now used as a farm hortie), 
and the 2-story cooperage. 



r 



# National Fish Hatchery and Aquarium 
Guttenberg, Iowa 

U* S. Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
Bureau dIF Sport Fisheries and 
Wildlife 

• Osborne,Conser>mtion Education 

Center 

5 miles southwest of Elkader, 
on Iowa 1 3, near Osborne, Iowa 

Clayton County Conservation Board 
\ Don R. Menken, Executive Officer 
R. R. 2, Elkader/ Iowa 52043 



Adrj^isshn: Free 

Opea: Daily^8:00a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

One of over 100 National Fish Hatcheries, strategically 
located throughout the qpuntry. The various tanks in the 
aquarium contain species of fish common to the area. 



A tree plantation demonstration area for conservation, 
erosion control, and educational purposes. The^ 260-acre 
area, divided by the Volga River, is planted with various 
species of trees, and is used as an outdoor classroom by 
public and parochial schools. A visitor center, built in 1972, 
contains displays to help interpret the environment. A high 
bluff dips down sharply to the river, where a variety of 
trees and shrubs may be seen-black walnut, hickory, oak, 
maple, elm, popjar, ironwood, dogwood, cedar, prickly ash,^ 
and ^ wild gooseberrv' There are 3 marked, self-guiding 
trails-the Nature Trail (general ecology), the Conifer Trail, 



NAM? AND LOCATION OESCRIPTIQN 



Qtborne Conservation Education 
Canter 

tcontinued) 



Pikes Pak State Parle 

2 miles soirthieast of McGregor, 

Iowa on Iowa 30 

^te Conservation Commission 

State Office Building 

300 Fourth Street 

Oes Moines, Iowa 50319 




and the Soil Conservation Trail. A wildlife exhibit section 
includes buffalo (bison), JapaneseSika deer. wWtetail deer, 
elk.raccoons, squirrels (2 species), skunks, wild turkeys 
Canada geese, peafowl, quail, and several types of ducks 
pheasants, and partridge. ot.qucks. 

?foS wn!" ''""f. '™""''^^^^^^^ the nucleus of a 
Pioneer Village, which will include a l-room schoolhouse, 

include fishing, hiking, picnicking, and camping. 

A unjque combination of history and natural beauty 
named^ for^ Zebulon M. Pike, who later discovered 
Colorado s Pikes Peak. This highest bluff on the Mississippi 
Riyer has also been called Pikes Hill and Pikes Mountain. 

The_ firet white men to discover Iowa and the Ubp^-r 
WissiMippi were Louis Jollet^nd Father^Jacques Marqu^^ 
On June t7, 1673, the French explorers floated out from' 
ifte nriouth of the Wisconsin River Into the mighty 
Mi^iSSippi opposite Pikes Peak- exactly one month after 
their departure from St. Igriace Mission. * 

Two years after the Louisiana Purchase of 1803 the U. S 
government sent Lieutenant Pjke. lfien 26 years old," to 
explore the ufjper yallef of the Mississippi River and select 
sites suitable for military posfe recognized 
this hill , as a strategic point and an excellent location for a 
^"l^ W^r Department selected Prairie du Chien. 
Wisoinsin (FortCrawford) as the location of the fort. 

Outstanding views of the confluence of the Wisconsin and 
Mississippi, Rivers and the many bayous may be enjoyed 
Irom 500-foot blOffs. Other features include Indian' 
mounds, famous colored Sandstone, and trails over rugged 
terrain, one of Which goes underneath Bridal Veil Falls and 
on to Sand Cave and Picture Rock. Hikers can see sheer 
walls of Trenton lirnestone filled with fossils of 
brachiopods, gastfopods, and cephalopods. Cliffs of St. 
Peter's sandstone contain banded, mottled, and figured 
patterns in shades of yellow, brown, red, white, black, and 
green. Fantastic pinnacles have been cut out of the rock by 
erosion -of wind and water. Wild flowers may be seen in 
deep woods and on slopes of the cliffs and ridges in the area " 
of over 500 acres. The Mississippi Valley Is considered one 
of America's best areas for bird study, especially during 
migration. ' " 

Fireplaces and shelters are provided for picnickers, and the 
campground has modern rest rooms, with hot showers and 
la^dry facilities. 
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22 ^CLAYTON 
* {cQntlnuecllf 



t Pioneer Rock church ^ 
or Cere$ Church 

Lo(^ted giong U^S. in the 
gho$t village of Ceres (prohouiiced 
Sears) , between Oiittenberg and 
GarnavillQ; Iowa 



# Point Ann 

AAcGregqr^ Iowa ^ 



• Rett Memorial Forest 
Southeast of Elkader, Iowa 
on dead end road/l mile 
northeastof old stone mill 
at Motor, Iowa 

John Brayton ' / 
Treasurer, Ipviva Chapter 
The Nature Cohservanoy 
R.R.2rSumner, Iowa 50674 




Silica Mine 

South of Clayton, Iowa 



DESCRIPTION 



Rocks quarried nearby were used by members of St. Peter's - 
German United Evangelical Lutheran Church tp build this " 
2-story church In 1858. Regular services have not been 
conducted for many years, but occasionally special services 
or events take place at this enduring landmark. The interior 
is equipped much as it was in pioneer times, with short-back 
pew^, a pulpit with winding stairs, the old organ^ and a 
) heatmg stove. . 

State*owned area containing Indian mounds; inaccessible by 
car- From the Mississippi River the huge rock bluff is said 
to resemble an Indian head- • 

A 49-acre area of natural beauty in the Turkpy River 
yailey, featuring a high woddland. a lush ravine, and 
massive limestone boglders^ The hardwood forest is 
dominated by sugar maple and basswood, but includes red 
dak, white oak. black walnut, white walnut, hickory, wild 
cherry, ironwood; birch, and bigtooth aspen. Rocky, rugged 
slopes are covered with mosses Jichens, liverworts, walking 
ferns, maidenhair ferns, and an abundance of wild flowers. 

One old-timer who grew up in the vicinity remembers it for 
rattlesnakes, ginseng, and a lost lead- mine. According to 
legend, the Indians had a lead mine in this i^r^ along the 
Turkey River during the Civil War. The lead ore was packed 
to Dubuque where the Indians sold or exchahged it for 
flour, sugar, bacon, tea, and cloth/ White prospectors are 
said to have tried to locate the mine, but were not able to 
' do so. ' 

The property, formerly known as the Kopp Timber Tract, 
was purchased by the Iowa Chapter of The Nature 
Conservancy, a non-profit organization dedicated to the 
preservation of natural areas for their aesthetic, scientific, 
and educational values. The tract was renafried in memory 
of Lyle R^z, former executive director of the Delaware 
County Conservation Board arid an avid conservationist. 

Silica sand mining operations have been carried on in thjs 
... area since 1878. The pure silica mined here is one of the 
few sources of the sand used mainly for foundry castings * 
and sandblasting. About 130,000 tons are removed yearly 
from the 50-acre underground mine, located along the 
banks of the Mississippi River, and Clayton sand has been 
shipped ail over the world. The present mine was started in 
1916 by John Langworthy from Dubuque, but since 1959 
it has been owned by the Martin-Marietta Corporation. 
Previous operations were open pit, not underground. The 
extremely pure sand is part of the St. Peter Sandstone 
formation, which varies in thickness in Iowa- from an 
. estimated 15 to 223 feet. Since the 19e0's the Clayton 
mine has been stocked with food, water, and medical 
supplies for use as a civil defense shelter (capacity 44,000 
persons). 
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^ NAME AND LOCATION 



CLAYTON 
(cbrttfntied) 



Silic£iMme 

(continued) 



DESCRIPTION 




The town anil the CQunty were named for Congressman 
John lyi. Clayton of Delaware; The .wmmunity was orlgi- 
nal(y an Important landing and shipping point for flour. 
Following a disastrous fire in 19(^1, which de^royed 23 
buildings, the town of Clapton (founded in 1'849) has 
declined in population from 1,tH)0 to about 130 today. The 
Old Stone School was in contmuous use for 103 years. The 
school area is now used for camping and picnicking. The 
town's water suppfy comes from springs, operated since 
1881, , 



Spook Gave > 

. 7 miles west of McGr^or^ and 
north on spur road near junction 
of g.S.18andU.S.52 

Gerald Mielke^Owner 
McGregor, Iowa 52157 



Table Rock 

2 miles northedst of 

Elkader, Iowa 



Turkey River Mouiids 

miles south and 1 mile 
*iBast of Guttenberg, Iowa 
on county rOad 

State Conservation Commission 
State Off ice Building , 
300 Fourth Street 
DesMoipesJowa 50319 . 

Turkey River Park 

1 mile south of Elkader, Iowa 

along Iowa 13 



Volga White Pine Forest Preserve 
North of Volga City, Iowa 

Clayton County Conservation Board 
Don IT. Menken, Executive Offfcer 
R.R. 2, Elkader, Iowa 52043 



Opened: ^9SB * " 

Admission; $1 .50; rates for children and groups 
Open: 8:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m„ May 1 -October 15 . 

Natural underground river and cave with fascinating 
formations. A half-hour cruise, with guide, may ll)e taken in 
12-passenger electric- powered boats. Constant temperature 
of 47 degrees in cave. Water wheel, picnic area/ campsite, 
. and souvenii* shop. " 

Table Rock marks the place where one of the fii^st 
celebrations in observance of the anniversary of American 
fndependence was held in what is now Iowa. It topk place 
on July 4, 1838, attended by the early settlers of Boardman 
Township. A bronze tablet was unveiled on July 4, 1931 to 
commemorate the event* 

Acquired: iQZ9 

A 62-acre archeologicgl site, designated a State Preserve. 
The area includes a forested ridge with numerous conical 
and linear Indian mounds. 



•V 



A multiple- use area of 2 acres. The triangular-shaped 
roadside park, bounded by the Turkey River on the east 
and Meisner Creek'on the south, provides a picnic area, 
fishing access (said tg be "the best catfish hole on the 
Turkey River"), and limited (overnight) camping for 
canoeists on the Turkey River. The spot, Reimer's Bend,4s 
half way between the towns of Elgin and Elkport, a 
two-day trip by canoe. ^ 

A natural white pine gfoVe included in a 22-acre tract', the 
only such area in Clayton County. The rock-bottomed 
Volga River flows along one side of the property. 



# Wiider Membridi Museum 

Strawberry BKm, Iowa -5207;^ 

^ ^Iwin Zyvanziper 
Strawberry m\nt, Iowa 52076 
or 

Mrs. George M la. Mae) Pattison 
303 East Elm . ; ' 
Strawberry l5)jnt> !o\ya 52076 



Dedicated: April .11, 1970 _ 

Open: Daily/MemorialOay to Labor Day, 1:00-5^)0 p.m.i 

special groups at any time by appointment 
Admission: $0.50? children $0,25 

A project partially financed bV a gift of $25,000 from the 
Wilder estate. The House of Dbils includes a ccHlectlon of 
over 400 dolls^ of all types and sizes, dating back to the 
,1j=p0's. The collection was made oyfer a period of 35 years 
i^two sisters, Mrs. Blanche' Baldridfle and Mrs. Gladys 
Kenneally, Also on display ^ire Indian artifaqjs, military 
items, geodes, wood carvings, art works, an 1847 workings 
loom with a spinning wheel and wool wnder, pioneer farm 
tools, antique clocks, furnished rooms <parlor, kitchen, 
bedroom, and qh-ijd's room) of the ISOO'-WOO period, and 
articles from New Guinea^ 



% dinton County Historical Society 
Clinton, Iowa 



Robert Soesbe, President 
P. 0. Box3135 
Clinton, Iowa 52732 



^gle Point Park 
End of North 3rd Street, 
off of U S. 67 
gllnton, Iowa 

City of Clinton Board 

of Park Commissioners 
1401 i 1th Avenue North 
Clinton, Iowa 52732' 




Organized:- February 26, 1965 

Meetings: Quarterly; Board meets 6 times^per year 

Number of Members: 169 

Dues: $2.00 annual; $10.00 life 

The Society sponsors a museum ^pn the showboat. 
Rhododendron, conducts historic tours in Clinton County, 
holds an Old Settlers Reunion, cooperates with Clinton* 
County 'Conservation Board in locating and marking 
historic sites with descriptive signs, and maintains exhibits 
in Smithtown Church (1874). Located T/i miles west and 2 
miles north df Lost Nation, the church has been owned 
since 1970 by Clinton County Conservation Board, and 
-contains the original pews and pulpit. The settlement of 
Smithtown dates back to 1865 and was named for David 
Smith, who is buried in the'church cemetery with his wife. 

Located on the Mississippi River bluffs overlooking Lake 
Clinton. This was once known as Joyce's Park for the dono> 
of the land, David^ Joyce. Artifacts found here relate to a 
Woodland Indian culture dating back to around 200-600 
A.D. Some of the vantage points are 200 feet above the 
' river. In the park are stone viewing towers, woodland trails, 
ponds,' live animal and bird exhibits, flower displays, and 
recreational facilities. 

The Eagle Point Nature Society was organized in 1970, and 
a community nature center designed to pursue programs of 
educat!ional, scientific, cultural, and recreational value. 
V Slide and motion picture presentations are avaUable for 
group showings. ^ 

Through the efforts of the One Room School Committee, 
organized in 1972, a 1935 rural schoolhouse was moved 
from its original site on Humeston Road, about 4 miles 
north of De Witt, to Eagle Point Park in June 1974. The 
school is to be a museum, with a Teacher^ Hail of Fame, and 
will be furnished as a typical schoolroom of the period. 
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CLINTON 
(continued) 



• Fbltennrk 

Along U.S. 67 
FoHetts^lowa 

Clinton County Conservation Board 
Ben Martirtsen^ Secretary-Treasurer 
.758 South Bluff Boulevartl 
Clinton Jowa 52732 



A 7-acre tract preserved m memory of WUIiam O. Follett, 
the first white settler In the area. The historic site on the 
Great River Road includes picnic facilities. 



Rhododendron Showboat Museum 

Riverview Park 

Sixth Avenue North and River, 

Clinton, Iowa 

* ■ 

City of Clinton Board of 
Park Commissioners 
1401-1 1th Avenue North 
Clinton, Iowa 52732 

Charles Creely, Custodian 
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Admission: $0.50; children Under 6 free 

Open: Daily, 9:00 a.rn,-9:00 p.m.during summer months 



Old riverboat. moorieij in the 
Mississippi River. Museum on the 
third deck of the triple^eck 
sternwh^ler. Rhododendron. Items 
pertaining to the history of Clinton 
and Indian lore are housed in glass 
display, oases, maintained by 
Clinton County Historical Society. 
The 193 -foot showboat was 
acquired in 1966 from the State of 
Wesit -Virginia. Steam driven 
engines, turbines, generators,' arid 
huge paddlewheel shafts are intact- 
Captain's lounge furnished In 
Victorian style. Pilot's . chair, 
controls; meeting room for 80 
persons. Magnificent 275-seat 
theatre in authentic decor, used by 
community playhouse groups in the 
area. 



• Walnut Grove Park 

% mile north of Toronto Jowa 

Clinton County Conservation Board 
Ben Martinsen^ Secretary-Treasurer 
75aSouth Bliiff Boulevard 
Clinton, Iowa 52732 



A Riverboat Days celebration is held annually. 

A wooded area of 17 acres on the north bank of the 
Wapsipi^icon River. There is an abundance of j^^alnut, 
maple, Cottonwood, and hackberry trees. The park provides 
access for canoe and float trips oh the river, and there are 
facilities for fishing, picnicking, and camping. 

Toronto is one of the county's scenic Wapsi River towns. 
The first settler was George Thorne of Toronto, Canada, 
who started a sawmill here in 1844, a gristmill in 1846, and 
a store in 1850. The mills became famous over eastern 
Iowa. 
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Denison 
E-2 



• Crawford County HistoriGsl Society 
Denisonv lowa . 

Hovvard McMinimfe/PresWertt 
R,R. 1 

Denison Jo wa 51442 

• or , • •• ■ ■ . 

Harry W« Maxwell 
1425 Broadway 
Oenison^ lowa 51442 



• DoW House Historical Area 

SDuthwe$t edge of Dow City, Iowa 
^. on Prince Street 

Crawford County Conservation Board 
NealMbeHer, President 
214 South tOth Street 
Denisori« Iowa 51442 




Organized: 

Meetings: Second Thursday of month, or as announced 
Number of Members:^ 3^2 

Dues: $5.0()annual r 
Mu$eum Open: Sunday and Thursday, 1 ;004:30 p.m,; 

groups by appointment 
Admis00n: Free . ^ 

Maintainsa museum in thebldMcHenry House, 1428 First. 
Avenue Nr Denison; Iowa. The home was built In 1885 by 
William A. McHenry at a cost of $24,000. The spacious 
house included a ballroom, and had 6 fireplaces. The* 
downstairs woodwork was hand -rubbed and oiled. A 
carriage house occupied the back lot* 

A 4-acre site which includes one of western Iowa's historic 
landmarks, Dow House. Built in 1872-1874/ the 2-story, 
2()-room^brick and masonry home is situated on a grassy 
knoll overlooking Dow City and the Boyer River Valley, 
the soft, deep red bricks used in construction of the house 
were manufactiired at a brickyard located near the back of 
the house. AH partitions are made of the same bricks, and 
run from the basement to the ^op of the house. The house 
cost $11,000 to build and was owned by the Dow family 
until 1902/Through the ensuing years, it had many owners 
who altered and remodelled the original structure. 

> Simeon E. Dow arrived in the area 

in 1055 and began taking up land 
with soldiers' warrants purchased in 
^ the East. Dow continued in land 
trading the rest of his life, and in 
the i870's and 188G's, the Do\a;s,. 
were clearly the leading family of 
the community which bears their 
name. This region was originally 
covered with tall grass and well 
adapted to stock raising. Mr. Dow 
brought cattle with him when Jie 
came to the area, and! is*reported to 
have had the first purebred short- 
horn cattle by 1856. He collabo- 
rated in thg^ building of the first 
schoolhouse in the area in 1858 and 
donated a tract of land for the 
cemetery. He was active in various 
businesses (grain elevator, cheese 
factory, mill^ hardware store, and 
farm ^implements) and served 
po<^inaster, probate judge, and 
county treasurer. In the 1890s, 
Dow was beset by severe financial 
reverses from which he 
recovered. 



never 



Dow House is being restored as^jpn example of a 19th 
Century family hqcne — during Iowa's formative years ~ 
with period furnishings, interpretive exhibits, and historical 
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24 ..CRAWFORD 
Ccontinued) 



Dow House Historical Area 

(wntinued) 



• Uncoln Farm Marker 

, 7 milesf north of Denisoa and 
• 1 mile east of Sehleswig, Iowa 




I 



« Nelson I^rk 

5 mifes northwest of 
Dovy City JoW£^ 

Crawford County Conservation 
Board 

Neal Moeller/President 
214South 10th Street 
Denisonjowa S1442 



artifae^-* The grounds will be landscaped to resemble a yard 
as It would have appeared in the 1870's. Pioiifc sites have 
been laid out within the area. The property is owned by the 
Crawford County. Conservation Board, and is managed 
tinder a cooperative agreement with the Town Council of 
Dpw City and Crawford County Historical^Soqiety (see I 

A marker erected in 1923 by Denison Chapter of The 
DAR.rdentifies a land grant to Abraham Lincoln. ' 

This is one of two parcels of land in lowa owned by 
Lincoln. (Lincoln also owned 40 acres of land in Howard 
Township in Tama County, 4 miles north^and ^ miles west 
Of Toledo.) He never personally visited either tract The o 
(and grants were given to Lincoln for his service as a captain 
in the Black Hawk War of 1832. This grant of 120 acres is 
in Goodrich Township in Crawford County. Warrant 68645 
was issued on April 22; 1856 and the land was located by 
Lincoln himself, dt Springfield, iritnois, on December 27, 
1859. Patents of the tracts were issued to Lincoln on 
September 10, 1860, in the midst of his campaign for the 
U.S. Presidency, and sent to the Registrar of the Und 
Office at Springfield on October 30, one week before tht 
election. This land was owned , by Lincoln when he was 
a^ssmated, and was sold by his son, Robert Todd Lincoln 
on March 22, 1892, as a part of the Lincoln estate, to 
Henry Edwards for $13,000. 

A 165radre outdoor recreational area. There are ridges along 
both sides of an interesting valley through which a 
spring-fed stream flows continuously, year round. The 
timber area contains oak, hickory, basswood, Cottonwood, 
and elm,^ The. park has been developed for picnicking, 
hiking, fishing, boating, swimming, camping, and nature 
$tudy. Birds, deer, and small game abound in the area 
Which includes a small iake. ' V 



% Site of Port Pufdy 

Broadway Street, near 
Courthouse Square, 
Denison, Iowa 



A granite block commemorates the site of Fort Purdy, built 
071 land owned by John Purdy, The early settlers gathered 
there for protection against Indian attacks at* the time of 
the Indian scare in May 1856. The original site is 2 miles 
northeast of Denison, on Ridge Road. 
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• Dallas Center Musetini 
12th and Linden 
Dallas Center, Iowa 

- Dawson G. Black, Secretary 
303 13th Street 
Dallas Center, Iowa 50063 
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Incorporated: January 7, 1972 

Open: June through Septemb6r, 1:po p.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Saturday and Sunday; other times by appointment^ 
Admfssion: $1.00; school children^O.50 (good for current" 

year) - 

Over 5,000 antiques and items of historic interest housed in 
a large barn previously used by Brenton Farms. Six 
cdmpletely furnished rooms include a living room, dining 
room, kitchen, bedroom, washroom, and meat processing 



25 -DALLAS 

(continued) 



Dallas C^terMu$mim 

(continued) 



• Dallas County Historical Society 
Adetr Iowa 

Mrs! Clair A. (Helena Folk, President 
1605 Main 
Adel, Iowa 50003 
or 

Mrs. Clarence (MabelJ. Hill 
' Vice President - , . 
Minfaurn, Iowa S0167 

• forest Park and Museum 

One mile south of 16th and Willis 
Perry, Iowa 

Dallas County Conservation Board 
Adel, Iowa 50003 
or 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Streed, Supervisors 
R.R/2 

Perry, Iowa 60220 



room. There is a blacksmith sliop, carpenter shop, general 
store, doctor's office, printing shop, cobbler's shop, and 
millinery shop* Also on display are gasoline engines dating 
back to 1891, horse-drawn farm implements, and harid 
tools, 

Dallas Center was settled in 1869 and so named because of 
its location near the centqr of Dalla^ County. The County, 
established January 13, 1846, was named for George 
Mifflin Dallas (1792-1864), vi/ho was Vice President of the 
United States in 1848 when the county was opened to 
white settlement / . " 

Organized: October 26, 1958 ^ 
Incorporated: My 27, 
Meetings: Last Sunday of each month 
Number of Members: 150 ' 
Dues: $t.00 annual; $2,00 family; $25,00 life 

Annual Harvest Home Festival Dinner held In November 
and tours are sponsored. A newsletter is distributed to 
, members. / 

. Estisbfished: August 30, 1 953; purchased by Dallas County 
in 1967 from original owner/ Eugene N. Hast^^ 
Par/r Ope/>: 9:pOa.rti, until dark 
Museuni dpen: Tuesday through Sunday, 1 :00-5:00 f>.m- 

. May T-November 1; closed 
\flcrw^/d/>yDon^ions accepted 

Severaf museum buildings situated jn^ ^>$ra^^ 
with Qver 400 trees and :$hrub^^ 

^ nan»^^ The -giafrk:^^*^ through* the 

efforts of Eugene Hastfe,^ V^^^ it to Dallas County 
Conservation Board ;fh 1966. An old Irroorti^ <^^^^ 
schoolhouse, built in 1867, i^s fi^ll'^^^^ desks, 
period textbooks, ahdM^^ include an o\d 

wbo^^ and other farm ma* 

;;:^ehin#W'^W harness figs, 1916 Des 

Moines troWcar, Model T ford, blacksmith shop, old 
genemi store,; si ^kitchen of the^^ l^ lanterns, rocks, 
arrowheads,, fossils, and other relics. A log cabin, built in 
1873, has been restored ^nd furnished. An Exhibitron 
Building and Visitor Center opened in Wl, A garden 
includes crops unusual fOr Iowa, such as cotton, peanuts, 
tobacco, and herbs. . ; = ' 
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25 -DALLAS , \ • Granger Homestead Project 



(continued) 



'A 



\ 



Just west of 
firangep^ Iowa 



\ 



One of the' first public housing projects in the United ' 
States, funded in 1933. It was made pq^ible by the 
National rndustrlal Recovery Act, which ' included ' the 
Subsistence Homesteads Act, and the efforts of Father L, 
G. Ugufti, then a priest at Granger, who was concerned 
about housing for the poor-partfcularly the Italian coal 
miners. The plots were 3 to 5 acres in size, enough for a 
family to have a garden during the summer when there was 
no work in the mines. Fifty houses were completed by 
1935. These were arranged around circles, so the lots were 
mostly pie-shaped. the homes included from 4 to 6 rooms; 
' aU were modern. 

By J942, the federal government withdrew from the 
project and it then became essentially a cooperative, the 50 
houses still stand, but many have been changed consider- 
ably. A number of families living in the homes today were 
/among the original occupants. ^ * 

During the Great Depre^ion, corn sold for 8 cents a bushel 
and hogs were marketed for 1% cents a pound; Father • 
Ligutti reasoned that needy families could help themselves ' * 
by ''having one foot on & little piece of land and the other 
foot in industry . ^ . Help a man ^et land and he becomes a 
.^capitalist. Give him a cow and he doesn't become a 
Communist/' 

Father Ligutti, who was born in Italy (1895) and came to 
the United States as a boy, gained fame as a result of this 
project. After living and working in Iowa some 50 years, he 
eventually^became the permanent observer for the Pope, 
with his office in the Vatican, to help people throughout 
the world, and was assigned to the Food and Agriculture 
Organizationof the United Nations, 
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CHd Order River Brethren 

Settlement • 

Near Dallas Center, Iowa 



Davis ^unty Genealogical Society \ 
Bloomfield, Iowa \^ 

Lowell N, Francis, Secretary-Treasurer 
503 N.W. Street 
Bloomfield, Iowa 52537 



Bloomfield 
1-9 



A settlement composed of members of the most conserva- 
tive wing of the Brethren Church. Their religious beliefs and 
manners of dress are similar to the Amish, although they do 
drive automobiles and use electricity and telephones. This 
settlement dates back to the 1870's: Other members of this 
highly^ distinctive religious minority Jive In Ohio and 
Pennsylvania* 

Organised: Febmary 21, 1974 

Meetings: Third Thursday of month, in Davis County 

Courthouse Lounge 
Number of Members: 2B 

A local chapter of the Iowa Genealogical Society (see Polk 
Cqunty). Members have canvassed cemeteries in Davis 
County, and copied death and marriage records. 
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26 -DAVIS 

(continued)-^ - 



NAME AND LOCATION 



DiVis County Historical Society 
Bfoomfleld, lowa ^ 

QuentinE* Johnson, Presfdent ^ 
601 North Washington . 
Bloomfieldi loyva 62537 



iowaville 

Near th$ junction of Davts, 
Jeff er^n. Van Buren, and 
Wapello Counties 



V 




DESCftlPTION 



O/ffafiAzrerf; March 16, 1961 
Incorporated: February 13,1962 
Meetings: Second Tuesday of each month, ej^eept August 

and December 
Number of Members: AGIQ 
Dues: $1 .00 annual 

One of the original brick homes in Bloomfield, owned by 
the pioneer Dr. William Findley family, is being restored to 
the mid-1800 period. The 2-stdry brick house is located at 
302 East Franklin. A log cabin is to be moved to the site by 
the Bloomfield Jaycees. 

The territory now comprising Davis County was referred to 
as the "Hairy Nation" by early travelers. The descriptive 
term referred to the rough, hairy, unkempt appearance and * 
rude manners of the residents of the area. 

Site Of an loway Indian Village dating back to the early 
1800's, (See Van Buren County also.) 

Around 1823, the loway Indians allegedly suffered heavy 
casualties at the hands of the Sac and Fox Tribes of I llinois 
in the so-called lowmville Massacre. A second-hand account 
of the conflict given by the trader James H, (Jim) Jordan 
hafe been questioned by historians. / 

Late in 1970, archeologists located the viUage and collected 
an assortment of artifacts, including arrowheads, musket 
balls, gunflints, bits of clay pipes, human skull fragments, 
glass beads, and pieces of glass bottles (whiskey and patent 
medicines). These surface finds, may be classified into th^^e 
separate categories: those made by the Indians from their 
own xm materials, those made in Europe for the Indian 
trade, and those European-made goods left by the white 
man. 



It could be argued that Davis County should have been 
named Black Hawk County. It was here along the Des 
Moines River that the Indian Chief Black Hawk Selected a 
place to live and the spot where he was later buried, -n 
October 1838. The Indian village, called Iowaville, was in 
section one in the northeast corner of present^ay Davis 
County. In th6 Black Hawk War of 1832, Chief Keokuk 
favored peace and Chief Black Hawk favored war. 

The Indians held as sacred the spot where Black Hawk was 
buried. The^ grave was marked by a heap of stones, 
carelessly piled. In 1839, vandals robbed the grave and 
removed the body. The event was reported to General 
Street, the Indian Agent at Agency, about 10 miles away. A 
detail was sent from the company of Dragoons commanded 
by Captain Allen at the Indian Agency. Tracks of a carriage 
were discovered leading from the grave, but pursuit was 
considered useless. Black Hawk's skull was later recovered, 
but was destroyed by fire when the building in which It was 
stored in Burlington was burned. 
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26- DAVIS 
(continuedi 



•' Lock Tenders House • 

On farm on north side of crushS 
rock road alojng the Des Moines River, 
midway between Eldon and Selma, 
Iowa. The river road may also be 
reached by turning south off Iowa 
1 6 at lowaville Cemetery, \ 



A stone house, built between t846 and 1848, ih the 
extreme northeast corner of Davis County at the'halfway 
mark between Selma and Eldon, Flat limestone, taken from 
the pes Mtines River nearby, was used to instruct the 
buUding which was to be used by the Dam and Lock 
Tender of the Litchfield Company/ Through a system of 
dams and locks the river was to have been made navigable 
for steamboats. 



^ KCOSAUQUA 





On August 8, 1846, Congress 
adopted a bill providing that 
alternate sections cJf public land, 5 
miles wide^ on each side of the Des 
Moines River, be set aside tOvaid 
Iowa in improving the navigation of 
the, stream "from its mouth to the 
Raccoon Fork." The plat of survey 
filed with the Board of Public 
Works called for 28 dams, together 
with locks and canals. The. first of 
the damS" was to be at St, 
Francisville, Clark County, 
MissourL Proceeding on upstream,' 
dam number 2 was to be located at 
Belfast, ' Iowa, dam number 3 at 
Creston, number 4 near 
Farmington, number 5 at 
Bonaparte, number 6 at 
Bentonsport, number 7 at 
Keosauqua, number 8 near 
Kilbourn, number 9 at Portland, 
and number 10 one mile above 
lowaville, between Selma and 
Eldon. Only the first 7 of these 
dams were completed and put Into 
operation. Dams number 8, 9, and 
10' were partially completed, while ' 
little or no work was done on the 
other 18. 

Although dam number 10 was not completely built, the 
locks at this point were^ practically completed. The'^Des 
Moines River navigation project was the most ambitious of 
any attempted on Iowa's ihfend waters, and several hundrecl 
thousand dollars were spent on it. Because of a flood in 
1851, followed by the coming of the railroads soon after, 
the need for river steamers on the Des Moines ended, and 
the venture was abandoned. 

At various times in more recent years--in 1911, in the 
1930's, and as late as 1974-studles by the U.S. Army 
Engineers and others have been made to determine the 
feasibility of making Des Moines a "seaport." These plans 
to develop the Des Moines River have included 
hydroelectric power, flood control, lake ^abilization, and 
recreation, along with the navigable channel. The cost of 
juch a project Is the main obstacle.' 
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Leoit 
t-B 



28 -DELAWARE 



• Decatur County Historical Society 
115 North Main Street 
Leon, |ov/a 50144 

Harry Graves/President 
Pavis City, low9 .50065 

Orange Dorsey, Curator . 
, Uon/lowa 50144 ^ 
or 

Dr, C.D.Scott N 
107 West 12th 
Leon, Iowa 50144 
or 

Miss HImena yvHoffman^ 
Leon, Iowa 50144 




Sip Bluff Park 

2 miles northwest of 
Davis City, Iowa 

Decatur County Con$er>fatioh Board 
H. L. Graves, Executive Officer 

R. r;i 

Davis City, Iowa 50066 



Trallside Historical Park 

Vz mile west of Garden Grove, Iowa 

Decatur County Conservation Board 
H. L. Graves, Executive Officer 
R. 1 

Davis City, Iowa 50065 ' 



• Backbone State Park 

5 miles south of Strawberry Point, 
on Iowa 410 

State Conservation Commission 
- State Office Building / 
300 Fourth Street ^ 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 



Manchester 
C-11 




Organized: 1901 
/nco/poratec/; April 21, 1967 
Afeet/n^s: Second Thursday of month 
Number of Members: Mi 
Dues: $2*00 annual 

Museum Oper^: t lOO 5:00 p.m., June to September 
4dm/iK5/on:$0»50, Children $0,25 

Sponsors fund raising events, such as old-time threshing 
festivals, variety shows, and the publication of a history of 
Decatur County. 'The Society was originally organized in 
1901 r but became inactive and it^i early records were lost or 
. destroyed- by fire. The Society became active again in 1961, 
but did not incorporate until 6 years later. 

Museum contains furniture" and dishes used by pioVieers, 
toots, farm Implements, guns, paintings, newspapers, dolls, 
and other mementoes related to DecatCir County. Exhibits 
include school, churph, and fireplace settings, A collection 
of horse drawn equipment is shown at the DeOatur CoUnty 
4H Fair. ■ , ; 

A 188-acre tract along the maint branch of Grand River. 
Archeological, historical, botanical, biological, "^nd 
ecological interpretive opportunities make thfe an 
interesting area for hikers, naturalists, and students. The 
natural . character of the prairie woodland, river valley 
bottom, steep slopes, and bluff land Is being preserved* The 
area is used as an outdoor diassroom and will be developed 
for use of picnickers, fishermen, hikers, ^ campers, Plans 
include wildlife areas, bridle paths, and scenic overlooks. , 

A S'acre park on a west-facing slope of the bluffs adjacent 
to Weldon River. Various scattered hardwood trees and 
shrubs cover the historic site. Garden Grove was a Mormon 
settlement, with around 200 Saints living here by the close 
of 1846. The park site is where the cemetery of these early 
Mormons was located. According to early accounts the 
Mormon cemetery contained 6grayes,.and a 16-foot-square 
area was surrounded by a picket fence until about 1910, 
After that, ^he cemetery was neglected and the grave 
. markers disappeared^ 

Established: October 1,1919 

Iowa's first state park includes 1,780 of the most scenic 
acres in the Middle West. Rock ledges, caves, boulders, and 
rock formations rise 90 to 140 feet above the curves of the 
Maquoketa River. A high limestone ridge, "The Devil's 
Backbone," extends for % mile. Windblown pines jut over 
limestone cliffs. Trails, scenic drives, and trout streams are 
featured, and there are facilities for swimming, picnicking, 
and camping. Richmond Springs, one of the largest in Iowa, 
feeds a large trout and bass hatchery in the park. 
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28 -DELAWARE 
(continued) 



# BaHey'sf^ Access 

. 4 mll^ sftutheast of , 
Manchester, lowia 

Delaware County Consetvation Board 
John Klau$, Executive Officer 
469 South Tama Street 
: Manchester, Iowa 52057 



# Baker's Stagecoach Inn 

r Coffins Grove, northeast 
, ; of Manchester, jowa 

• Bay Church and Cemetery ^ 
Southeast of Manchester, . 
Iowa 7 - 

— ' ' ■ ■ A' 





• Coffin's Grove Park 

3 miles east of 
/ Manchester, Iowa 

Delaware County <5^nseryation Board 
John Klaus, Executive Off icer 
• 469 South Tama Street 
r Manchester, Iowa 52057 



Delaware County Historical Museilln 
Hopkinton, Iowa 

Mrs* Herbert (Barbara) Gearhart 
Hopkinton, Iowa 52237 



ERIC 



A 23vacre area along l;he Jtfaquoketa River, at the upstream 
limits of Lake Delhi^ used for fishing, picrtlcking, and 
camping. v 

Joel Bailey, the first suwyor in Qefaw^re.^ 
steaded 40 a^r^s here laround 1837. He built a cabin near 
theford that bears hl&nam^, and provided accommodations 
for travelers on the stage^ro^do between t)ubuque and 
Waterloo; ^ ^ • ^ 

A stagecoach inn built in 185S\ privately restored. . 

■■. . . ' ■ ' ■. . ■ 

The first Free Baptist Churdh in ipwa, erected in 1846and' 
rebuilt in fl|73, In the cemetery, on a grassy knoll a short 
distsince to the rear of the church, is the first Civil War 
Monument erected in 1owa-August\i865. This is also said 
to be the^site of the first Memorial JE?ay observarice in the 
North* \. • . 



Local citizens Of Miio Township organi^eA a special day of 
pbservancd May 30^ 1866 to honor thos^ young men from 
the area"^ who had lost their lives in the Ci^ff War. This was 2 
years prior to the time when the General Order Was issued 
in 1868 by General John A. Uogan, Commapder-in^Chief of >• 
the Grand Arm^ of the Jlepublic, declaring May 30 as a 
^ special day for decorating the graves of war veterans and 
listening to patriotic speeches. ^ ^ ' 

The marble monument;^ erected jn the center of the east 
end af Bay Ceriietery, is inscribed with the names of the 
fallen herioes, their ages,, and the regiments in v/thich they : 
^rved. For many years/ large crowds gathered here, for 
Memorial Day services. * • 

• ' : ^-^ ' ■ ■'■ . ■. ^'^ ■ ■ . ' - - . ■ V- ^ ■ 

A 22-acre tract used^fdr picnicking ^and camping. Coffin's^ 
Creek, a Clear-water stream with several riffles/flows 
through the area and provides fishing. Sand and gravel bars • 
located on the creek are of interest to rock" hounds. Trees 
to be seen in the parJ^ include burr pak, black ash, hickory,, 
hackberry, mulberry, walnut,jwillow/and elm. / 

A stagecoach road once crossed this land; and the tracks are 
stili. visible. A brick house or. tavern built alOng the creek 
provided meals^ and an overnight stopping place for 
travelers. A large Dutch oven in the house was used to cook 
prairie chickens and other game^hot by hunters on the 
prairies to the north and west. * 

Established: 1967* 

Admission: Donations accepted ^ 
Open: Sunday, 2:00-5:00 p.m:; June October; pther times 
by appointment 
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28 - (jHUAWARE Delaware County HisWical Museum Five separate buildings make up the museum complex and 

(continuedl - (continued) \ serve as depositories for historic items. One museum is m 

^ ' • Clarke Hall, which was formerly a women's dormitory on 

the campus of historic Lenox College, founded in 1859 (as 
Bdwen Coliegiate Institute) and closed in 19^44, during 
World War (L On display are Lenox College materials, a 
recreated girfs' dormitory room of the 1990s, high 
fashions, an early kitchen, a child's room of the 1890 s old 
instruments and equipment from doctors' offices, early 
Americana, and jthe War Room, including Civil War items. 
During the Civil War, most male students at Lenox College 
went into military service, A $oldiers monument, dating 
back to November 17, 1865^^ on the old campus alohg Iowa 
38, is believed to be the first to be erected by private 
subscription jn memory of Civif War veterans. There are 44 
names inscribed ort the 20-foot marble shaft; a reminder 
that by 1864,. only one man over 20 remained in the town 
of Hopkintonj alf others were engaged in war. Death 
claimed one-fourth of the known students of Lenox College 
who volijoteered their services to the North. Also killed was 
Rev- James V. McKeani (April 30, 1833 - July 9, 1864), 
President of Lenox College and Captain of Company C, 
45th Regiment, Ibwa Volunteers. 

The Reformed Presbyterian Church (1901), acquired by the 
"^Society in 1969, contains antique musical instruments, a 
rock collectioti, a natural science exhibit (birds and 
animals), and Indian artifacts. 

The old Hopkinton Milwaukee Railroad Depot houses the 
primitive collection-articles depicting pioneer life in 
Delaware County. Farm tools and machinery of over 100 
years ago, old fire engines, a general store display, a 
stationmaster's room, and displays on early railroading are 
featured, A section of track from^ Western Dubuque 
Railroad, built in the late 1850'$, has been placed in front 
^ of the depot. - 

An old one-room, rural schoolhouse (c. 1880) has been 
moved to the area and restored as part of the museum com- 
plex. 

In 1973, a new Agriculture Display Building was created to 
display early day farm machinery. 

Also in Hopkinton is the Livingstone Home (private), built 
in 1896-97, and acquired in 1901 by an early physician. Dr. 
Hugh Livingstone. In Livingstone Cemetery, south of 
Hopkinton, many of the early Scottish settlers are buried: 

Incorporated: May 28, 1959 

Meetings: Annually, second Tuesday in April, or when called; 

d irectors meet last Monday of each month 
Number of Members: 600 
Dues: '$1 .00 annual; $5.00 sustaining 




iiiiiu\ftift*""!I2!!Hli'ii>wiimi«i>^ 



Delaware County Historical Society 
Manchester, Iowa 

Mrs. HerBert (Barbara) Gearhart, 
* President 
Hopkinton,' Iowa 52237 
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28 ^DELAWARE 
(continued) 



Delaware County Historical Society 
(continued) ; 



or 



Don Appleby 
Manchester, Iowa 52057 



• Dunlap Park 

West edge of Hopkinton, Iowa 

Delaware County Conservation Board 
John Klaus, Executive Officer 
469 South Tama Street 
Manchester, Iowa 52057 



Fountain Spring Creek Park 

3 mifes northeast of Greeley, Iowa 

Delaware County Conservation Board 
John Klaus, Executive Officer 
469 South Tama Street " 
Manchester, Jowa 52057 ^ 




Owns and operates Defeware County. Historical Museum 
(see above) in Hopkintoh/ Iowa. A Delaware County 
history an(J brochures on historic landmarks hAve been 
v^pubhshed, slide programs are ^available, and recordt^ngs are 
being made on local history. The Love Log Cabin, first * 
house in Manchester (185p's) was moved to.Pentbn Park in 
1964 and restored. , ,\ , 

A Civil War Days celebration was initiated in^1972, ar^ is 
held annually during the first weekend in June, A ^&r^)ile^^ 
Monument Trail has also been established by the Society 
The trail passes by"" 3 Civil War monuments and other 'i 
historic isites between Delhi and Hopkinton. 

A 1-acre plot of ground including an old mill dam on the 
Maquoketa River. This is a popular spot ?or fishermen and 
picnickers and is of historic interest. The land was first 
bought from the U. S. government in 1838. A log dam was 
erected about 1844 at approximately the site of the present 
dam to^ provide water power for a sawmill. Later, a flour 
and feed mill was started and operated untiri892, when it 
was converted to a generating plant for electricity by a Mr. 
Milroy. He sold the plant to Hopkinton Electric Power 
Corporation In 1920/ln 1924, the property was acquired 
by Iowa Electric Company. After this company quit 
generating electricity here, the ofd mill site and dam were 
sold to Herman J. Dunlap, in 1953. Mr. Dunlap donated the 
property to Delaware County Conservation Board on 
December 30, 1961 /The dam and foundations of the 
power plant, and a well that served the old mill are still 
here. - 

A scenic area of 176 acres containing native wildlife, trees, 
shrubs, and wild flowers--a paradise Jor t^e nature lover 
Fountain Spring Creek, fed by Bone Hollow Branch and - 
several large springs, juns through the entire area. Bright 
green watercress gtows in profusion* The water temperature 
is low enough to support trout, and the stream is stocked 
periodically. The creek and road follow through a rock 
gorge, heavily covered with hardwood timber. Conifer trees 
have been planted on the higher areas, above the limestone 
bluffs. . 

The first family settled near Fountain Spring in T834. Some 
years later, a mill was built nearby to grind the wheat of the ' 
^rly settlers. The mill was in operation until, the 1920's, by 
which time it was used to grind feed. All that remains of 
the mill is a pile of rocks, traces of the m*illrace, and one of 
the millstones brought here from France, 

The area has been used for hunting, fishing, picniclcing, and 
camping for over a century. 



ERIC 



©OOS^ 55 



COUNTY AND 
COUNTY SEAti 
tOCATiONOSfMAP 



NAME AND LOCATION 



OEScmPTION 



28rDELAWARE 



HardSer^bbieP^rfc^ 

i mile south of Hopkinton, Iowa 

;■' ■. .„•; '* ■ ., .■:•"•■;„ ■ 

Delaware County Conservation Board 
John Klaus, Exequtive Off icer , 
469 South Tama Street 
Manchester, Iowa 52057 



• Hobbs Chimney 
Southwest corner 
; of Oelh], Iowa 




• Hook Wildlife Area >^ 

4 mile$ northeast of Oreeley^ Iowa 

Delaware Courrty Conservation Board 
John Klaus,^xecutive Officer ; 
469 South Tama Street 
l\4anchester, (owa 52057 

• McCreery Memorial 
West of Delhi, Iowa 



• Mito Township Forest Area 

2 miles southeast of Manchester. Iowa 

Delaware County Conservation Board 
John Klaus, Executive Off icer 
469 South Tama Street 
Manchester, Iowa 52057 , 

• Oneida Town Park 

3 miles south of Greeley, Iowa " 
on Iowa 38 

Delaware County Conservation Board 
John Klaus, Executive Officer 
469 South TajfUa Street 
Manchester, Iowa 52057 

• Pin Oak Park " 

2 miles southeast of Manchester, Iowa 

■ X 

Delaware County Conservation Board 
John Klaus, Executive Officer 
469 South Tama Street 
Manchester, Iowa 52057 



A 42i^^cre tract containing high limestone bluffs, 
hardwood timber^ and Indian grave;? along the Maquoketa 
River, A nature trail has wild flowei% Identified, and a trail 
^lohg the bluffs to Wildcat Rock rises 90 feet above the 
road. The park has been developed as a multiple-use 
outdoor recreational area with picnicking and camping 
facilities^ and scenic overlooks of the Maquoketa River 
Valley. , ." * - • . . 

A lone.chlmney,,all that remains of Delhi's first home, built 
in 1848. The limestone fireplace and chimney was built by 
Isaac HambI in and his sons, the only stonemasons in Delhi 
for many years,. The chimney fs a good example of the 
craftsmanship of that period. The log cabin was the home 
of Charles W. Hobbs, first Cleric and Recorder for Delaware 
County, and his wife Mary* first postmistress of Delhi. 
Their cabin served, as the postoffice: The chimney is, 
situated on about an acre of land, owned by the Town of 
Delhi, with a spring and watercress bed. 

Natural area of 10 acres^ including a large canyon, spring, 
variety of trees, ^nd wild flowers Including 3 varieties of 
wild orchids. • 



The site of the house where J. L. McCreery lived in 1862. 
when h^ wrote the poem "There Is No Death". He was. 
Delaware County Superintendent of Schools, editor of the 
Delaware County Journal, and a poet. 



A 100-acre timb 
forest, limitied pi 
River. 



[r preserve, game area, county-sqhool 
lie area, and access to the Maquoketa 



A 2-acre plot of historical significance. This was the site of' 
Hickory Grove School, closed about 1905, and of^a pioneer 
cemetery. The graves and markers have almost disappeared, 
but a grove of lilacs marks the cemetery- ' : 



A 100-acre tract of land, covered with hardwood timber, 
adjacent to the Maquoketa River. A pioneer stage ahd 
wagon ford, with a rock bottom, was used in the late 
1800's to cross the river. The old trail is still visible. The 
park includes hiking trails, |ind provides facilities for 
fishing, picnicking, and camping. 
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num Creek Park 

Southeast edge qf Earlville, Iowa 

■ Delaware^unty Conservation Board 
John Klaus, Executive Off iqer 
469 South Tamp Street ' 
-Manchester, lovu& 52057 



Red Stp^oolhouse 

4 miles northeast of Manchester, Iowa 
on county road D1 3 

Delaware County Conservation Board 
^lohn Klaus, Executive Officer 
469 South Tama Street 
Manchester, loyva 52057 



Silver Lake Park 
Southeast edge of Delhi, idwa ^ 




A 29-acre tract of land that* straddles Plum Creek, a 
tributary of the Maquoketa River.^A steep rocky. bluff, 
Rising 75 feet above the creek, is covered with early spring 
wild flowers, and a great variety of trees grow§ here.^ 

•■*■•'■ 

In the last decade of the 19th Century,' a dam was ljuilt at 
this site, and a water-powered mill ground grain and feeci. 
The park is used for picnicking, hiking, camping, nature 
study, and winter sports. 

One-room rural school and playground located on a l-ae^o 
site near Honey Creek. The first TONwnship School Board in 
Delaware County was organized in 1857, and the first Red 

^ Schoolhouse (Sub-district No. 6) was built about 80 rods 
north of the present location. It was used until 1871, and a 
new school was built the following year, at a cost of $3S0. 
This school burned in November 1904 and a woodshed 
served as a school until another could be built in 1905. The 

. cost was<^750, plus abput $150 for furnishings. The 
District of Delaware Township was discontinued July 1, 
1959, when West Delaware County Community School 
District was organized. The schoolhouse and contents, 
including the records and minutes of the old school board 
from 1857 to 1959, are being preserved as a historic 
landmark. An old well and shade trees are used by 
picnickers. - 

* - . * » 

A IS-acre park containing a marker 
^ at the site of Delaware County's 
first courthouse, located along a 
45-acre natural 'lake. This hickory 
log building was not erected at 
Delhi until 1842-nearly 4 .years 
after the county was established. 
Labor and other materials were 
contributed by the early settlers. 
The 18' X 24- building overlooked 
Silver Lake. This spot was selected 
for the county seat in a rather 
unusual manner. The men responsi- 
ble for finding a suitable location 
saw a deer come out of a thicket 
and shot it. At the point where the 
deec fell, a stake was placed for the 
courthouse site. During the follow- 
ing winter, logs were dragged across 
Silver Lake on the ice and a 2-story 
building was erected. The roof was 
not added until later, due to a lack 
of funds. The building was alsb 
used as a school, church, meeting 
place, and temporary home for 
immigrants until they could build 
tfilir cabins. In the 1850's, this first 
courthouse was replaced by a frame 
building located further west. 
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Sliver l^ke P^rk 
(cdntinuetfj 



Site of First Delaware 
County Courthouse 
Delhi, Iowa 



Spring Branch Creamery 
About midway between 
Manchester and Delhir 
Iowa 




• Trout Havea • 
H^pkinton, Iowa 



Turtle Creek Recreation Area \^ 
4 miles southwest of Delhi, Iowa 

Delaware CoLinty Conservation Board 
John Klaus, Executive Officer 
469 SouthVama Street 
Manchester, Iowa 52057 




DESGRiPTlON 



- . , where stores and houses were beiha * 

, built. The to^ courthouse was torn 
down in 1B58, Only the niarker 
remainsowhere it stood. The 1853 
courthouse (Mernorial Hall) still 
stands in the city park and ts used 
by the American Legion. The old 
2-stary brick county . offices 
- building was built in D^^^^^ 
' ^ ; adjacent to the old courthouse. The 

. : : third courthoiise built at Delhi Was 

/ a brick structure costing $5,000. 
■ /' Due to changing conditions and 
^ shifts in population; the cotiltfty I 
seat was finally moved to 
Manchester la 1880. 

* 

A marker at the site of Delaware County's first courthouse. 
(See Silver Lake Park ahove^ 



The site of lowa*s first butter factory, built in 1872 at 
Spring Branch by John Stewart, a native of Ohio and a Civil 
War veteran. The butter woMfirst place and a gold medal^ in 
worldwide copipetition in 1876 at the Qenteoniat Expo- 
sition in Philadelphia. As a result. Eastern prejudice against 
Iowa butter was replaced by den^nd for the product, often 
at premium prices. At this tinie the best grade of butter 
sold" for 10 cents to 15 cefits per pound. Only the- 
foundation of the creamery now reipains. 

Admission: Charge for fishing - > ^ _ 
Open; Year rotrnd - ^' - ; ■ I 

GVer-f lowing §pring of clear, cooJ (40*50 degree) water ; 
used 130 years ago by settlers. Flow. aveVages 750,000 | 
gallons. daily. Developed privately as^ a pond for trout : 
fishing. . . 

."^ ^ ' 

^ A tract of 149 acre's along Lake O'Delhi, an impoundment 
on the Maquoketa River, Most of the area is a wilderness 
and wildlife preserve. There are provisions for picnicking, 
capping, and fishing, as well as nature and. bridle trails. 
Small boats may be launched from Turtle Creek Bay on the 
lake. The terrain 4s very rugged, with many rock 
outcroppings along various gullies. Hardwood timber 

JnclUdes oak, niapie* butternut, ^alnut, and ironwood. A 
variety of shrubs and' many native wild flowers may be 
seen. A limestone quarry along the west bank of Turtle 
Creek was a source of building stone in early days. 

The land provided fuel and lumber for the early settlers. 
According to local legend, one pioneer family named Tuttle 
squatted on 40 acres near a spring, where they built a log 
cdbin. This family gave the place its original name, but 
through the years the name changed from Tuttle Creek to ! 
Turtle Creek. 
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28 -DELAWARE 
(continued) 



29^ DES MOINES 




Burlington 
H42 



• Twin Bridges Park 

4 miljBS Southwest of 
Colesburg^ Iowa 
afonglowaS 

Delaware County Conservation Board 
John Klaus, Exefcutive Off icer 
469 South Tama Street 
Manchester, lowo 52057 

• Chautauqua Park; 
1% miles feast of , 
Medi^polis, Iowa 

Des Moines County Conservation 
Board 

James A. Settles, Executive Officer 
601 Va "Corner" Main and Court Streets 
Burlington, lovvia 52601 




A 20-acre iarea adjacent to Elk Creek, a spring-fed, stocked 
trout stream. A high bluff is coVered with hardwood 
timber, shrubs, ferns, and wild flowers. This section is used 
for hiking and as an outdoor classroom. There are also 
provisions for picnicking and camping, and a playground. 



A IQ-acre area where the last Chautauqua in Iowa was held! 
(See Montgomery County, also.) An Independent 
Chautauqua was established at Mediapolis in 1904 and 
continued for 40 years, 

Jeffersorv Academy was founded on this site by an Act of 
the Territorial Legislature of Iowa in 1844, The school waT 
reorganized as the Yellow Spring Collegiate Institute in 
1852, and as Yellow Spring College in 1855, During, the 
Civil War, most of tbe young men attending the school 
enlisted for. service, walking to Burlington to volunteer^ and 
the college closed in 1869, In 1873, the school w^s 
reopened as Kossuth Academy, but it closed before the end 
of the century. The last 4*year class to graduate'-4 boys and 
4 girls-was in 1897. The grounds cand school building were 
next acquired by ^the Mediapolis Chautauqua Association. 
Beginning in 1904 and continuing until :1944, up to 5,000 
people per day gathered here annually to enjoy musical 
talent and outstanding speakers, such as William Jennings 
Bryan, Senator Robert LaFollette of Wisconsin, and Billy 
- Sunday. As many as 200 tents were pitched on the grounds < 
at one time by people who came from surrounding towns 
and farms to attend the program which usually lasted for 
10 days. 

Bordering the park is the unincorporated community of 
Kossuth. The town was founded in 1839 and was known as 
Round Prairie Community until a post office oyi/as 
established in 1850 under the name Kossuth. Abouf"iy2 
miles north is Round Prairie Cemetery, containing the 
graves of two Revolutionary War soldiers, William Blair and 
Frederick Ware. The latter served as an artificer in>York 
County Militia of Pennsylvania, and is said to have khod a 
horse for General George Washington during the early part 
of the American Revolution. About Va mile northwest is 
one of lowaV earliest historical monuments, erected in 
' memory of veterans from Yellow Springs Township who 
died in the Civil War. Funds to erect the monument were 
pro^vided by the Southern Iowa Fair^ held in 1864. 

Located on a high hill covered With large native trees and 
shrubs, which have been labelled for nature study, the area 
is also used for picnics, group and individual or family 
camping, and as a rest area. 
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• Crapo P^rk 

Burlington, Iowa 





Opened: 1895 

Crapo (pronounced Cray-po) Park ^nd adjoining Qankwardt 
Park include about lOOiJcjes of natural stone bluffs, deep 
ravines, and majestic panoramas of the Mississippi River and 
the hills of Illinois in the distance. 

The first American flag to fly in what is now Iowa was 
* raised by as-year-old explorer Zebulon Pike on, August 23, 
1805 on the west bank of the Mississippi River in 
present-day Crapo Park. This historic event is' 
commemorated l)y a marker placed at the site in 1905* 

When Lieutenant Zebulon Pike visited the area ift 1805, he 
described it in these words: "We landed on % flint hill on 
the west side of the river about 4 miles south of the 
Henderson at a bend in the river. The view from this hill 
across the river is very beautifgl, showing broad prairies as 
far as the eye can reach, occasionally interrupted by groups 
of trees. We remained here for 9 hours and saw traces of 
Indians," Pike (for whom Pikes Peak in Iowa and in 
Colorado were named) was on a government mission to 
explore the Mississippi River Valley and select locations for 
military posts. 

This area was neutral ground for the Indians who obtained 
flint for their implements from Flint Hills (Sho-quo-quon). 
which was the settlement's original name. (See Tama Beach, 
also.) Black Hawk and the Sac and Fox Indians roamed and 
hunted here. Black Hawk Spring may be reached on one of 
the nature trails. The spring flows from a rock cavern below 
the top of the bluffs and tumbles down to the Mississippi 
River not far away. Indians used the spring when camping 
in the vicinity, but the water is no longer safe for drinking. 

Burlington, established in 1829, served as the capital of 
Wisconsin Territory in 1837, and of Iowa Territory when it 
was established in 1838, until the capital was moved to 
Iowa City in 1839. 

The statue of General John Murray Corse (1835-1893), at 
an intersection near the west entrance to the park, is the 
first equestrian statue erected in Iowa (1896). The statue 
honors the valiant defense of Alatoona Pass, in 'Georgia, 
during the Civil War, when General Corse held out against 
heavy odds until General William Tecumseh Sherman could 
arrive with assistance. ; ^ 

The park arboretum includes every tree indigenous to this 
region. There are af so formal gardens throughout the park, 
an illuminated fountain, recreational facilities, nature trails, 
and a tourist carppground. 
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.29 -DES MOINES 
Jcontinued) 



• Des Moines County 

Geneafogical Society 
Burlington, Iowa 

Mrs. Evelyn fienz. 
Corresponding Secretary 
^ 919 North 8th Street 
Burlington, Iowa 52601 

• Dc^'^Mpines County' 
Historloai Society 

1616 Dill Street jn Perkins Park 
Burlington, lowa 52601 

Mrs. John Collins^ President 
" 1434 West Avenue 
Burlington Jowa 62601 

Mrs, William (Dolores) Ktnneer, Jr. 
521 Court Street 
Burlington, Iowa 52601 

• o • " or ,. 
Mrs. David (Helen) Parsons/ 
Curator 




Grave of Chief Tama 
3 miles north of Burlington, lowa 
in Tamff Township on the Great 
River Road (iowa99) 



DESCRIPTfON 



Organized: 1973 * 

Meetings: Second Tuesday of month / 

Number of Members; ^2 ■ J i 

.. }■ '. 

A local chapter of the lowa Genealogical ^ociety (see Polk 
County), Member5 copy wills, ^land patents, marriage 
records, and mortuary records. ^ femlly. Surname file is 
being maintained, and a number omfmej^eries recorded. 



Incorporated: 1940; reorganiEed February 1963 and again 
in 1968 

Meetings: Second Tuesday, f=^ebrua;-y through AprM and 

September^through November ^ 
Number of Members: BOO 

Dues: $3.00 annual-business $15,00; student $0.50 



When the original Society disbanded, collections and funds 
were transferred to the Burlington Public Library (open 
daily except Sunday, 9:00 a,m,^9:00p.m.) fdr custody ancJ 
display. Speakers, known as "Town Criers/' are available 
from the reorganized Society to any group interested in 
stories of early BurltngtOn, An^ngements may be made to 
tour privately owned historic homes. Historic tours to 
various parts Of the United States are sponsored each year. 

The Apple Trees, a living history niuseum and headquarters 
of the Society, is maintained in a wing of the old home of 
Charles Elliott P^erkins, in Perkins Park, and includes 
antique furniture, silver, and household articles. The first 
orchard in the area was located here, which suggested the 
. museum's name. The Hawkeye Log Cabin Museum in Crapo 
Park (see above) includes furnishings from the piorfeer 
period prior to 1900. The cabin, located on the bli:f^ along 
the Mississippi River and overlooking Black Hawk Spring, is 
open to visitors on Thursday and Sunday afternoons from 
May through September. Victorian House Museum (Plhelps 
House) which borders closely on Snake Alley (see below>, 
was acquired by the Society from the Garrett-Phelps family 
heirs in 1974, and is also operated as a museum open to the 
public. . D 

A marker indicates the site of the grave of Chief Tama 
(Tai-mah), a consistent friend of the white man. He moved 
his barfd to Tama Town Prairie from Burlington, where he 
had set up his Indian village (Sho-quo-quon) in 1820. A 
wild dierry was planted on Chief Tama's grave many years 
^ago. (See Tama Beach, also.) 
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29 -DES MOINES 
(ojntinued) 



Hunt Woods 

2% mil^ southwest of 
.Burlington, Iowa 

Des"Moines County Conservation 
Board 

James A. Settles, Executive Of ficer 
6Qr/a "Corner" Main and Court Streets 
Burlington Jowa 52601. 



• Jimtown 

j Along U.S. 34, 2 miles west of 



Danville, Iowa 



Rolling timbertand, comprising over 58 acres of some pf the 
best remaining native hardwoods in Des Moines 
County-burr oak, white oak, shagbark hickory, walnut, 
basswood, and elm. There are nature and hiking trails, 
picnic and primitive camping areas, and an arboretum. The 
timber preserve is used as an outdoor classroom, permitting 
children to study nature and vvildUfe. A 1-acre burial 
ground is within the area. This land was part of the 
thousands of acres purchased by C, W. Hunt in the early 
1800's. 

A pioneer hamlet, named for James (Jim) Duke,, who 
provided accommodations for stagecoach passengers. This 
first i^gecoach hotel in Iowa, built in the 1840's, was 
located at Jimtown. 




Lower Skunk ^iver Access ^ 
% mile east and 1 mile 
northwest of ij^ugusta, Iowa 

Des Moines County Conservation Board 
James A. Settles, Executive Officer 
6OV/2 "Corner" Main and Court^Streets 
Burlington, jowa 52601 



James Wilson Grimes (1816^1872), a Whig from Des Moines 
County, worked for the establishment of a plank road to 
Mount Pleasant before he became Gbyernor of Iowa 
(1854-1858). The Iowa Legislature authorized the 
construction of three plank roads radiating from 
Burlington, in 1849. One of these was completed in 1851 as 
far west as Mount Pleasant. Timber was plentiful", and the 
new road wa§ laid with good oak planks, 8 feet long and 3 
inches thick, spiked on white oak stringers, 2 inches thick 
and 6 inches wide. The cost was about $2,500 per mile. The 
plank road was 30 feet wide, and built on a 60-foot 
right*of-way. Toll stations were 4 miles apartw A toll of 2 
cents a mile was charged for a horse and wagon. A-4-hQrse 
vehicle paid 3 cents per mile and a horseman, V/2 cents per 
mile. Loose livestock driven «over the toll road cost % to Vz 
cent each. With the building of the C. B. and Q. Railroad 
parallel to the plankVoad, it was unable to survive tlie 
competition and work to extend the toll road to Ottumwa, 
as originally planned, was never completed. 

The Jimtown hotel offered sleeping rooms and a barroom 
which became the local socigtcenter, providing spirits and 
games of chance. Unoccupied since 1957, the 10-room 
building deteriorated until It was beyond repair, and was 
finally burned in 1969. The doors of the inn were saved and 
given to the Midwest Old Settlers and Threshers Association 
of Mount Pleasant (see Henry County, below) for use in a 
stagecoach house replica. 

The site of Jimtown is now a roadside park, where a marker 
has been erected by a chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, 

A public recreation. area of historic interest on the Skunk 
River. Parts of the 86 acres are covered with natural timber 
growth, including walnut, oak, hickory, ash, soft maple, 
willow, Cottonwood, box elder, and elm, and there are 
plantings of jack pine and multiflora rose. 

Augusta is situated^in a small pocket in the hills along the 
river. The first w^ite settter was John Whittaker who 
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DE^pmPTION 



Lower Skunk River Acces$ 
{continued) 



Luckenbill Woods 

*4 3/4 miles southeast of 
Media^lis, Iowa 



Des Moines County Conservation Board 
James A. Settles, Executive Officer 
601 ya "Corner" Main and Court Streets 
Burlington, Iowa 52601^ 

Malchow Mounds . ^ ■ . 
Along the Mississippi River, 
about 9 miles rtorth of 
Burlington, Iowa, or 1 mile 
north of Kingston, Iowa on 
the west side of Iowa 99 

Iowa State Preserves System 
c/o State Conservation Commission 
State Office Building 
300 Fourth Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 



located at Flint Hills (Burli^ton) m 1832; but he and dther 
settlers were driven back across the Mississippi River by 
Indians. WitH the Black i^aVk Purchase, settlers could 
"legally return to the Iowa si^e, and Whittaker staked a - 
claim near the^ite of Augusta and built a log cabin. He later 
built a stone house, parts of whi^ cah still be seen. He also 
selected a site for a.dam On the Skunk River, but sold it in 
. 1835. Levi Moffitt then built a\nill^-one of the first In 
Iowa. Part of the rock dam for the\mill can still be seen at 
the site when the river is low. One of the stone burrs from 
Moffitt Mill has been used as a base tor the fountain in the . 
Shakespeare Garden in Crapo Park {see above). At one time 
Augusta was expected to become anVimpOrtant town in 
southeastern lowra. There were several stbres and 3 churches 
in the early days. But plans for a railroad did not 
materialize and the town gradually declined. 

The access area :includes nature trails along the river, and 
facilities for picnicking, fishing, and camping. Other parts 
are maintained as a wildlife habitat. 

An undeveloped area of 32 acres, including a stand of 
hardwood timber, acquired as a gift of M. Virginia Sharar. 
The area is to be planted and restored to its appearance in 
1853. The property will be preserved as a natural Vea and 
arboretum, for use as an outdoor classroom. Mature trails 
are planned^ and a small farm pond is to be converted to a 
swamp, where aquatic plants may be grown . 



^ Otter Island 

In Mississippi River, 
north of Burlington, lowa^. 

Otter Island Advisory Committee 
c/o Des Moines County 

Conservation Board 
James A. Settles, Executive Officer 
eor/a "Comer" Main and 

Court Streets • 
Burlington, Iowa 52601 



One of Iowa's .largest remaining groups of Indian mounds 
named for the landowner at the time of the archeological 
survey by Ellison Orr, in 1934. The preserve of about 10 
acres contains over 50 indent mounds, built some 2 000 
years ago (200 B.C.-200 A.D.) by Indians. These mounds 
are the only ones with a large Hopewetlian Village 
immediately adjacent. An additional 5 mounds in a seo#id 
group on another hill (the Poisel Mounds) have been 
dedicated, to the Iowa State Preserves System without 
transfer of ownership to the state. The larger group of 
mounds was donated to fehe State of Iowa by Charles Poisel 
of Kingston, Iowa in mdhory of his parents, Albert J. and 
Viola L. Poisel, to be included In the Iowa State Preserves 
System. 

A wintering area for the American bald eagle, and a spring 
nesting area for herons. Eagles use the area from November 
to March, while the heron rookery is active from March to 
July. The island is visible from Tama Beach (see below) and 
Edgewater Beach. Otter Island, now owned by th^^City of 
Burlington, wa5 previously owned by the State of Iowa, and 
is to be preserved as a wildlife refuge. 
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29 *DES MOINES 
(continued) 



Siteof ddZion 

West side of 3rd Street, between 
Columbia and Washington Streets 
Burlington, Iowa 




The first Legislative Assembly of lowaTertltory met In Old 
Zion Methodist Church on November 12,-1838. The 
building erected to house the Legislative Assembly after 
Burlington was named the capital of Wisconsin Territory, 
was destroyed by fire on December 12, " 1837. 
Arrangements were then made to rent the recently 
completed church for a temporary capitol. Four sessions of 
the Territorial Legislature were held in Old Zion. 

• Dr, William R. Ross built the 
church in 1837, at a cost of $4,500. 
It was originally a plain, 2-story, 
brick bjjilding, 40 by 60 feet in 
size. Basement walls werei 2 feet 
thick. In 1850, a belfry and 1,450 * 
pound bell were addedr but it 
wasn't until June 1864 that the 
church was formally dedicated. 

Old Zion also served as an assembly hall, public meeting 
place, and courthouse. The church was razied in 1881, and 
the site was then occupied by the Grand Opera House, in 
the days of Lillian Russell, Edwin Booths John Drew, and 
the Barrymores. This building became the Rialto Theater, 
which was also torn down. 



Now a parking lot, a marker, erected by the Stars and 
Stripes Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, locates the site of Old Zion. 



• Shake Alley 

North Sixth Street, 
between Washington and 
Columbia Streets 
I Burlington, lowa^^p^i 



Constructed: 1894 




A curving, narrow street built on a 
limestone bluff and consisting of 5 
half curves and 2 quarter curves, 
descending over a distance of 275 
feet. It has been featured by Robert 
L. Ripley (1893-1949) in "Believe 
It or Not" as the "crookedest street 
in the world/' The 58-foot drop 
from residential North Hill to the 
business district is so steep that the 
city council feared an ordinary 
straight road would wash out, and 
horses and buggies woutd-^o out of 
control rushing down the slope. 
The curves were designed to permit 
the horses to descend at safer 
speeds. The bricks were made 
locally and are tapered and set at a 
slight uphill tilt to allow better 
traction. The hand-chiseled stone 
curbs were tailored to fit the curves 
and changing grade, an ^ unusual 
engineering feat and an example of 
fine craftsmanship. The 6 homes 
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29-DES MOINES 
• (continued) 



Shakp Alley 
(continued) 



Solar Eclipse Marker 
South Hill Park 
Corner of 7th and Elm Streets 
• Burlington, Iowa 




Starr's Cave Park 

% mile north of Burlington, 

Iowa along Irish Ridge Road 



Des Moines County Conservation Boarrf* 
James A. Settles, Executive Officer 
601% "Corner" Main and Court Streets 
Burlington, Iowa 52601 j; 



bordering the alley were built during the period 1845 to 
1880. The Phelps House, at 521 Columbia, Is a large 
rambling, Victorian estate built in 1851. and acquired in 
1974 by Des Moines County Historical Society (see above). 
The home contains the ^original furnishings of the 
Garrett-Phelps family and is open to the public as the 
Victorian House Museum. Snake Alley was placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in September 1 974. 

A huge glacial boulder, set with a bronze tablet, marks the 
site of government observation of the total eclipse of the 
sun on August 7, 1869. It was here that the scientific 
instruments were set up by J. H. C. Coffin, of the United 
States Navy, and other distinguished scientists to study the 
eclipse. Their principal object was to secure i^hotographs of 
the phenomenon. Conditions for observation were almost 
ideal in Iowa, and the fiJ-st pictures of the corona ever taken 
in America were obtained. Other prominent astronomers 
established temporary observatories in different parts of the 
State, and some of the most important scientific work on 
the eclipse was accomplished in Iowa. 



A 140-acr^ tract being maintained as a forest preserve. Flint 
^ Creek runs through the timber before emptying into the 
Mississippi River. The preserve is unique in that it includes a 
large cave and towering limestone blufts. Hiking trails wind 
throughout the park. 



Tama Beach ^ ' 

4 3/4 miles northeast of 

Burlington, Iowa \ 

Des Moines County Conservation Board 
James A. Settles, Executive Officer 
601 Va "Corner" Main and Court Streets 
Burlington, Iowa 52601 



A 2-acre tract in the flood plain adjacent to the Mississippi 
River, along the levee; which provides a public boat 
launching area, and opportunities for fishing, picnicking, 
and camping. The property is covered with brushwood, 
grass> and river bottom timber, and is adjacent to the 
unincorporated settlement of Tama Town or Hoochtown, 
as it was known in prohibition days. 

The great blUffs bordermg the Mississippi at Sho-quo-quon 
or Flint Hills were long a place of importance to the Indians 
because of the rich deposits of flint. This was neutral 
ground, where Indians from many tribes came for the raw 
material for their weapons and implements. (See Crapo 
Park, also.) 

In 1808, Colonel J. W. Johnson, the factqr for the'Umted 
States Fur factory at Fort Madison, established a trading 
post at the mouth of what is now Flint Creek, just below 
tama Beach. The post was destroyed by. fire in 1812. There 
followed a period of Indian occupation in 1820 when Chief 
Tama (Tai-mah) came here from Henderson Creek in 
Illinois. After a shprt time, he moved on ta the prairie 
north of Burlington, to a place now known as Tama Town 
Prairie. Chief Tama, a friend of the white man, gave his 
name to Tama County, Tama Township, and the town of 
Tama. A memorial marker 3 miles north of Burlington on 
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OES MOINES 
(contioued) 



30 -DICKINSON 





Spirit Lake 
A-3 



Tama Beach 
(continued) 

• Zion School Museum 

1% miles south and 2% miles west 
of Dodgeville^ Iowa or Tk mifes- 
^uthwest of Mediapolis, Iowa 

Des Moines County Conservation Board 
James A. Settles, Executive Officer 
eOlla "Corner" Main and Court Streets 
Burlington, Idwa 52601 

• Cayler Prairie 

9 miles southwest of Spirit 
Lake, Iowa 

or 4% miles west of Iowa Lakeside 
Laboratory on county road 

State Conservation Com mission- 
State Office Building 
300 Fourth Street 
OesMoines, Iowa 50319 

• Deerland' 

3 miles southwest of Spirit Lake, Iowa 
on U S. 71 

B.D. Blair, Owner 
Lake Park, Iowa 51347 



DESCRIPTION 



the Great River Road (Iowa 99) has been placed near Chief ^ 
Tama's burial plot, (See Grave of Chief Tama, above.) 

An old country schoolhouse built of native limestone from 
a .nearby quarry. The 1-acre tract, covered with lush 
bluegrass and a few hickory trees, was deeded to Zion 
School District in 1846ivThe Vrdorn school was in use until 
the early 1960's. It is equipped with slate blackboards, 
'pot-bellied stove, old desks, books, and other school 
furnishings typical of the 1900 period. . 



Acquired: 1960 

120 acres of unplowed, ungrazed prairie noted for its 
variety of prairie flowers and grasses and used extensively as 
a study area by biologists. A total of 265 species in 53 plant 
families have been identified here, Th 6 State Preserve 
includes rolling upland prairie, intermediate and lowland 
prairie, potholes, hilly morainal areas, and moist prairie, 
typical of Iowa country before it was cultivated. 



Estabfishedr 1965 - 

Admission:'' 'SO. BO; under 8, $0,35 

Open: Daily during summer, 10:00 a.m. -9 p.m. 

A children's zoo featuring over 30 tame deer, seals, bears, 
monkeys, birds, small animals native to Iowa, and domestic 
animals. 
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• Dickinson County Historical Society 
. Spirit Lake, Iowa 

Byron Smith, President 
R. R. 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 51 360 



• Dickinson County Museum 
1708 Keokuk Avenue 
Spirit Lake, Iowa 

Mrs. Dale E. (Faye) Peterson, Curatpr 
507 ' nth Street 
Milford, Iowa 51351 



Organized: March 1961 

Meetings: January, April, July, and October 

Number of Members: 70 

Dues: $1 .00 annual 

Compiles historical data, and genealogical recprds; preserves 
old pictures and articles; marks historic sites; and sponsors 
Old Settlers Picnic. Operates Dickinson County Museum 
, (see below). 

Dedicated: June 7, 1970 
Admission: Free 

Open: During summer months (June-July-August), 
afternoons daily except Monday, 1:00-5:00 p.m. 

Operated by Dickinpn County Historical Society to 
preserve and display items indicative* of the County's 
heritage. Originally located in the Lakes Art Center in 
Okoboji, Iowa, but moved in 1973 to the former Chicago, 
Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad Depot in Spirit Lake. A 
section of track (120 feet) has been left on the west side of 
the depot. A large framed map of Dickinson County shows 
the homesteads and . names of owners in 1883, and 
advertisements of businesses of that time. Also on display 
qre Civil War items, a World War I collection, a showcase of 
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30 ^DICKINSON 
(contiaued) 




Dickinson County Museum 
(continued) 



• Egrafharve Mineral Spring 

West side of West Okobdji Lake, 
just north of Vacation Village 



» Freda Haffner Preservei 
(Arends' Kettlehole) 

4 miles northwest of 
Milford, Iowa, or southwest 
of Iowa Lakeside Laboratory. 
Take U.S. 71 north of Milford, 
Iowa 1 mile to Junction with 
Iowa 32 anj^continue west 
VAi miles upti! the highway 
curves nprth. At this curve, 
turn on gravel road and go 
west 2% miles. The preserve 
is on the north side of this road. 

Henry Arends 

(LIvesjfiemo preserve area) 

lowia Chapter, 
The Nature Conservancy 
c/o Larry Eilers 
Department of Biology 
University of Northern Idwa 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 



• Gardner Log Cabin 
Arnolds Park, Iowa 
(Signs||*rect U.S. 71 traffic to 
the site) 

The State Historical Society of Iowa 
402 Iowa Avenue 
Iowa City, Iowa 52240 
or 

Iowa Great Lakes Area 

Chamber of Commerce 
Box A 

ArnoIdsPark, Iowa 51331 



early doctor's equipment and mstrurfients, and a knitting 
machine brought to the lakes area in a coveced wagon 
Shortly after the Spirit Lake Massacre. The machine was 
owned by Reverend Samuel Pillsbury who moved here with 
his family in 1863 and lived in the Gardner log cabin. 

One of a number of springs in the Iowa Great Lakes 
Region. The spring elevation is about 50 feet above the 
^ level of West Okobojl Lake, and about 400 feet back from 
the shoreline. The water, which flows at the rate of 40,000 
gallons per day, is supercharged with minerals and gave rise 
to a commerical venture in the earlier part of the 20th 
Century, The springs, privately owned, are also unusual in 
that they support life usually considered marine and found 
nowhere else except within the limits of the Arctic Circle 

A 110-acre preserve on the east side of the Little Sioux 
River, located in the glacial terrain formed by the last 
glacier to enter Dickinson County — the Cary lobe of the 
Wisconsin Glacier. Included in the natural area is. a large 
glacial sink or kettlehole with steep sides and a marsh at the 
bottom. It is believed that the depression was formed when 
a huge chunk of glacial ice buried in the glacial drift melted, 
leaving the kettlehole filled with water. Aquatic plants now 
grow in the marsh. 

The kettlehole is surrounded by upland sandy prairie, and is 
located west of West Okoboji Lake. A diversity of habitats 
€;xist"the dry, gravelly rim of the kettlehole supports .short 
grass and plants; tall grass prairie remnants cover the upland 
portions of the tract; and sedges dominate the prairie 
sloughs in the low areas. Nearly 250 species of plants have 
been found, including the pasque flower, a small locoweed, 
and butterfly weed or orange milkweed. ,/? 

The preserve, which had been grazed Before it was acquired 
by The^. Nature Conservancy in 1972, is one of the few 
remaining prairies left in Iowa and serves as a nature study 
and research area for Iowa Lakeside Laboratory, students, 
and others. ^ 

Acquired: T5y State of Iowa in 1943 
Admission: Free 

Open: 11:00 S.m.-6:00 p.m. daily. Memorial Day through 
Labbr Day 

A log house constructed by Rowland Gardner after he 
arrived at West Okoboji in July 1856. Two families resided 
in the cabin during the following winter and, in March 
1857, both families were killed by renegades from the 
Sioux tribe, led by Inkpaduta (Scarlet Point). Only Abigail 
(Abble), the 13-year-old daughter survived. She and 3 
women were taken to South Dakota as captives. Two of the 
women were later killed. Families in other cabins in the 
Iowa Great Lakes area--a total of 33 persons-were also 
killed in the Spirit Lake Massacre. In 1891 Mrs. Abigail 
Gardner SItarp returned to the area, purchased the cabin. 
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' 30- DICKINSON 
(continued) 



Gardner Log Cabin 
(Gontinued) 



• Horseshoe Bend 

3%. miles southwest of 
Milford, Iowa 

Dickinson County Cohservation Board 
Robert K. \5/alters. Executive Officer 
101 3 Okoboji Avenue 
Milford, Iowa 51351 

• Inkpaduta Trail 

From Peterson, Iowa to 
Arnolds Park, Iowa 

• Iowa Great Lakes 

North central Dickinson County 




and preserved it until her death in 1921. After the cabin 
passed into state ownership in 1943, efforts were made to 
restore and furnish it. In 1975* the cablniWas restored to its 
1856 appearance. A Visitor Center near the cabin contains 
displays and exhibits of pioneer life and housing jn.|owa« A 
mass grayesite for some of those killed during the uprising, 
the Gardner family burial plot, and the Spirit Lake 
Massacre Monument (dedicated in 1895) are also here on 
Pillsbury Point. 

A 180-acre tract along a large bend of the Little Sioux 
River, where it turns back north" Some of the area is 
covered A/vith thick timber. There are recreational trails for 
hiking and horseback riding. The park is also used for 
fishing, picnicking, winter sports, and nature study. 
Songbirds, deer, and other wildlife may be seen. 



See Clay County for ihfdcmation. 



The Iowa Great Lakes are of glacial origin, dating back 
' about 12,500 years. Many such lakes were formed at the 
edge of the glacial advance, on the very top of the Iowa 
Watershed Divide, between the Mississippi and Missouri 
Rivers. In all, Iowa has over 50 natural lakes formed.by the 
action <of glaciers. 

Four of Iowa's largest natural lakes are in Dickinson 
County-Spirit Lake (5,684 acres). West Okoboji (3,939 
acres), East Okoboji (1,875 acres), and Silver Lake (1,058 

^acres). ' 

West Okoboji Lake is recognized^ as one of the three most 
beautiful blue water lakes in the world. The others are Lake 
Louise in Canada and Lake Geneva in Switzerland. 

The Queen, was constructed in 1884 fty the Dubuque Boat 
Company at a cost of about $7,500 and operated as an 
excursion boat on Big Spirit and West Okoboji Lakes for 89 
years-"the flagship of the Iowa Great Lakes Navy." The 
74-foot-long ship was the first iron hulled vessel on the 
. Iowa Great Lakes, and in interior woodwork was done in 
the B.C.R.&N. car sho^in Cedar Rapids. In May 1973, the 
45-ton Queen was ^rchased by Adventure Lands of 
America, Inc., for $33,000 and moved overland by flatbed 
truck to a recreation complex near Altoona, Iowa. 

At one time the Okoboji Steamboat Company had a Hne of 
4 steamers, Okoboji, Queen, Des Moines, and Iowa. These 
passenger boats operated on East and West Okoboji Liakes 
and met the Milwaukee trains at Arnolds Park and the Rock 
Island trains at the head of West Okoboji Lake to take 
passengers "to all points on the lake." 
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30-DICKlNSON 
(continued) 



• Kuiio Kastie 
0nU5.71 

Arnolds Park,'lowa 51 331 

* ' ■ 

Mrs« Wilbur GHdemelster 
2403 Jackson • 
Spirtt Lake^ Iowa 51360 

: f 

# Lake$ Art Center 
OnU.S,71 
Okoboj^ Iowa 

Mrs. Louise Vanderpoot, President 
Okoboii, Iowa 51355 




jEstab/ished: 1932 
Admission: $0,25; children, $0.10 
Open: During summer, 9:00 a.m--9i0d p.m. 

^' . . ■ " * " ■ 

Natural and wildlife exhibit, including mounted fresh a\ 
salt water fish, birds, animals, and a 1,400 pound 
Indian garments and artifacts; and mineral specimens. 

Estabtfshed: ^965 

Meetings: 1 St Monday of the month during summer ^ 
Number of l\/lembers: 250 

Dues: $5.00 individual; $8.00 couple; $1 0.00 family 
Open: Gallery, 1:00-5:00 p.m. during June, July^^nd 
August * 

Art exhlbits,>> lectures, shows, musicals;' instruction in 
various art mediums (oil, watercolpr, other). 



• Marjile Beach / ' 
North of Spirit Lake, Iowa 
on Iowa 276 

Ffbdney Parsons 

Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 

• Meadow INk>. 7 (Viola) Rural School 
On U.S. 71^ 3M milesoutft of Arnolds^ 

^ Park, Iowa or 2 miles north of Milford, 
Iowa 



Silver; Lake Fen Area 
Southwest df Lake Park, Iowa at the 
Southwest corner of Silver Lake, 
between the fish rearing pond, the 
lake shore, and the county road 

, Iowa State Presen/es Advisory Board 
c/o State fconservatron Commission 
State Office Building 
300 Fourth Street ^ 
Oes Moines, Iowa 50319 



Established: 1967 ^. ' 

Open: Daily during summer 

Replica of William Marble Cabin at original site. Merr^bei^" 
of this family were the last victims of hostile Sioux tndian^» 
during the Spirit Lake Massacre in March 1857. There are 
museum displays at the site. 

Established: Moved to present location April 22, 1.962 

Admission: Donations accepted 

Open: Daily during summer; other' times by request 

One-room rural schoplhouse, built sometime prior to.1885 
(when courthouse records start) in Meadow Township, Clay 
County, Preserved and furnished with desks, blackboards, 
books^ map racks, organ, and old school records. Initials 
and names, are carved on desks. Wooden pegs and square 
iron hails wer^ used in construction. 

Displays include Indian bones^ arrowheacis, stone hammers, 
lithograph stones, antique farm equipment, hair pictures, 
ol(J skates, irons, and horsehlde coats. An Indian burial 
mound is on the premises. ^ 

A rare plant presen/e. of 1^ acres. The fen contains unusual 
plants that grow only in cold, hard watQr, and boggy areas. 
Marsh birds, such as the yellow-headed blackbird, are 
commonly seen here. Since this is a very fragile environ- 
ment, viewing is limited to the edges. 
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Spirit Lake State Fisti Hatchery 
On isthmus between East Okoboii 
andSpirIt Lake 
Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 ' 

State Conservation Cqmnnissiort 

State Office Building 

300 Fourth Street 

Pes Moines, Iowa 50319 



BankstonPark 

6 miles southeast of " 
Holy Cross, Iowa 

Dubuque County Conservation Board 
Ray C« Briggs, Executive Officer 
1990 Bennett Street 
Dubuque, \av\ta 52QQ1 



' Basilica of St. Francis )*^aViec 
. tiVersvi I le'; idwa ' 




Crystal Lake Cave 
5 miles south of Dubuque, Iowa/ 
off U.S.52 



Dubuque City Hall 
Dubuque, Iowa 



R$h factory or hatchery in operation over 60 year§. Brood 
fish (walleye and northern ^ike). are brought here for 
stripping and may be seen m holding pens. The entire'' 
process of fertilization and the hatching of the* "fry" are 
explained to visitors. A slide show on spawning techniques 
may be seen. Live Iowa game fish , are on display in the 
hatchery aquaria. • * ' . 

'In the Biology Building, scientific studies and investigations 
are constantly under way to improve fish management 
techniques and angling success, A biologist is on hand to ' 
explain the operation to groups, 

A 120-acre park including heavy, hilly woodland along the 
middle fork of Little M^uoketa River. Natural rock 
outcroppings appear along the slopes, and there are nattii^dl 
springs in the bottomland. An old family t^urial plot is 
located in the area. Parts of an old dike remain from 
English Mills, a grinding mill that has gone out of existence. 
The park i^ used by hikers, picnickers, and campers. ^ 



tBBdicated: 1889 , 

A twtftTtow^ed church given the rank of Minor Basilicli In 
N6vembec 1956-one p|;only \8 in th^ United States. The 
term "Basilica" is applied by the Pope to churches" of 
unusual architectural design, native nobility, and antiquity. * 
As a Minor Basilica, the churcVi has its own heraldic shield 
and takes precedence over other churches with the 
exception* of cathedrals^ The imposing twin spires are 200 
feet high^ . 

Opened to Public: 1932 
' Admission: $1 .50; children 6-12 years, $0,75 
Open: May 1 to'Noverpber 1 ; hours during May and fron> 

Labor Day to November 1r9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.; 

hours from Jyne through Labor Day, 8:00 a.m.- 

6:00 p.m. 

A 3,000-foot-long tunnel passing through a cavern, winding 
back to a small underground lake of crystal clear water. 
Stalagmites and stalactites, and rock formations resembling 
animal and human figures, line tfie cave. Temperatures of 
48 to 50 degrees prevail throughout the year. The cave was 
discovered in 1880 when -miners were looking for lead ore. 

Built: 1857 

Originally a combined municipal officejacility and market 
house, a combination dating from medieval tradition. The 
City Hall was officially opened in January 1858. The 
building was designed to resemble Boston's renowned 
Faneuil Hall (1742), "The Cradle of Liberty." The architect 
was John Francis Rague. Born in Scotch Plains, New York 
on March 24, 1799, Rague later made his home in 
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31 -DUBUQUe 
; (continuedK 



Dtibuque City Hall 
(pontinued) 



• Pubuque County Historical Society 
2241 Lincoln Avenue ^ 
Dubuque, lovva 52001 , 

* • 

John A. Baule, President 
P.O. Box 305 > . 

Dubuque, Iowa 52001 
or 

Mrs. Kenneth Mercer 
P. O. Box 305 
Dubuquejowa 52001 



- I 

■V"-. ♦ 



• Oyersville Historical Society 
Dyersville, Iowa 

Ray Goedken, President 
622 Eighth Avenue/S,E. 
Dyersville, Iowa 52040 



• Fourtf» Street Elevator or 
iFenelon Place Inclined Railway 
West Fourth and Bluff Streets 
Dubuque, Iowa 
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Dubuque, where he died in Septennber 1877/ The area 
surrounding City Hall is referred to ; as The Market Place, 
The ground floor of , the building w^s divided into market 
stalls with large open windows, whiclj) permitted farmers to 
back their wagons up for the sale of goods during spring, 
summer, and fell As the need for more office space 
increased, the market function of City Hall was 
discontinued. But formers continued |to sell produce on the 
large open sidewalks around the building for many years, 
.The farmers' open air market was^started up again during 
the summer of 1974. Space is proyideld on the sidewalks for 
carts and^stalls each Saturday, j 

Dubuque has been under the flags of 4 countries: France 
(1673-1763), Spain {1763-1803),' England (1780, when the 
land from the Turkey River to the lead mines was seized 
and held by the British and their red allies), and the United 
States (since 1803, the time of the Lo^iisiana Purchase). 



Organizefd: 1950 
Afeef//i£5; Second and fourth Wed 
Number of Members: 400 
Dues: $5,00 annual; $10.dd family 
$100.00 life. 



nesdjay of month, 7:30 p.fn, 

4 

; $25.00 sustaining; 
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Sponsors monthly lectures, an Old-fashioned ice cream 
social on July 4th, arid an annual Christmas party. Other 
activities, include educational school! tours on Dubuque 
history,, marking historic sites in Dubiique County, making 
tape recordings, and publishing ''Dubiique: Its History and 
Background/' Owns and operates Hani House Museum (see 
below). ' j 

The Orpheum Theater, built in 1010 in Dubuque, was 
designed by the George^ Rapp firm, leading theater 
designers. The Flemish Renaissance style represents an 
architectural transition between the Victorian playhouse 
and the pflatial theatej-s of the'l920's. The theater is on the 
ISIationaKRegister of Historic Places an^ is being restored to 
its original appearance, to be used as a civic center. 

Organized: 1960 
Afeef/zi^s:- Na regular time 
Number of Members: 25 ^ 
Dues: $1.00 annual 

Collects small itpms, letters, documents, pictures, and other 
historical articles, Hojjsed in Dyersville f^ublic Library., 

Fare: $0,10, one way '/ 

An inclined railway cable car that runs to the summit of a 
300-foot bluff. Built in 1882 to relieve the horses and 
pedestrians from having to climb the staggering hrll. From 
the platform at the summit is an unobstructed panoramic 
view of DubuquVand environs, the Mississippi River, and 
across into Illinois and Wisconsin. 



31 - DUBUQUE 
(conttnued) 



• Graveof Julien DuBuque 

South ofl3qbuque, Iowa, beyond 
the end of Rovvan Street - 

Dubuque County Conservation Board 
Ray C^ Briggs, Executiye Officer 
1Sf90 Bennett Street 
Dubuque, Iowa 52001 




A circular Gafena limestone tower erected in 1897 on the 
Mississippi River bluffs, at the^ mouth of Catfish iCreek, 
contains the grave of Julien DuBuque, the founder of the 
City of Dubuque, and reportedly the first white man to 
settle permanently in what is now Iowa. The mor^ument 
site is approximately 180 feet abpve^the river, A bronze 
platjue inside the monument bears the following 
inscription: n 

JULIEN DUBUQUE 
MINER OF MINES OF SPAIN 
FOUNDER OF OUR CITY ^ - - , 

"DIED MARCH 24, 1810 " 



In 1788, m 
\N\tp permissi 
The "Wines 




FrendvCana^ian, began mining lead 
the Indians and the Spanish authorities, 
were located in this area, at the 
n^puth of Catfish Creek. DuBuque died in 1810 and was 
buried by his Indian friends, on a cedar-covered bluff 
overlooking the Mississippi River. His remans were later 
unearthed and then reburied October 31 , 1897. ^ 

Fox Irjdian Chief Peosta was a friend of Julien DuBuque, 
who married Petosa, daughter of the Chief. Peosta died in 
1814 and was buried at his request beside DuBuque atop 
the high^ narrow bluff that juts, put towards the Mississfppi 
River. When it was decided to erect the 28*foot-tall stone 
tower at the gravesite in 1897, the remains of both ; 
DuBuque and^ Peosta were removed and identified. The 
bones of DuBuqu6 were reburied under a cement slab inside 
the tower, but PeoSta's were not. His bones and those of 
Petosa, DuBuque's wife, became a part of the collection of 
Richard Hermann. The bones of Chief Peosta were wjred^ 
together and the entire skeleton stood on a pedestal, with 
his name on the base. Petosa's bones were packed away in 
cotton. Following Hermann's death, the collection went to 
Dubuque County Historical Society in 1966, and the bones 
were displayed at Ham House Museum in a room containing 
Indian artifacts. As a result of complaints about th^ public 
display of Chief Peosta's. skeleton, his remains and those of 
his daughter Petosa were reburied about 50 feet frbm 
DuBuque's grave in a sifriple ceremony on May 12, 1973. 

The 12-acre Julien DuBuque Monument Preserve has 
picnicking facilities. 

Some time before Julien DuBuque appeared, there was 
another white man, also a French-Canadian, in this area. 
Jean Marie Cardinal (or Cardinell), hunter, trapper, and fur 
trader, penetrated to the upper reaches of the Mississippi 
River and resided in the Prairie du Chien^ Wisconsin area 
(1754 or earlier). He. was probably at the site of Dubuque^ 
Iowa at intervals during the latter part of the 1700's. He 
was also a trader of some renown in St. Louis. His" wife 
Careche-Coranche {or Marie Anne) was a Pawnee Indian. 
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31 - DUBUQUE 
(eontinued) 



Grave of Julicn DuBuque 
(continued) 



• Ham House Museum 
2241 Lincoln Avenue 
Dubuque, Iowa 52001 




The 6 daughters and 2 sons were all baptized in the log 
.church at St. Louis on May 30, 1776, at which time their 
parents were married. Mrs. Cardinal was baptized the 
following day. Their late marriage was not unusual at that 
time for those tivlng in the wilderness, where jrninisters or 
priests were not to^be found. It was common practice 
among the French living in the Indian country to take their 
diilclren with them to a priest to have the children baptized 
and their own marriage legalized at the ^me time. 

There are many accounts which refer to Jean Marie 
Cardinal and unauthenticgted stories about his activities 
during the period of the American Revolution. It has been ' 
establishejj, however, that during the British attack on the 
^ village of St. Louis, Cardinal was killed May 26, 1780. 

Open: Daily, 12:30 -4:30 p.m., from Memorial Day to La* 
bor Day 

Admission: $1.00; children, $0.50 

Ham House, a 22-room Victorian mansion was built in 
1857 by mirler-contractdr Mathias Ham. Actually, this was 
■ buUt as -ah addition to the original farmhouse constructed 
of native fimBstone in 1839, using Illinois limestone 
rejected for use orf the U.S. Customs House for which Ham 
. was the contractor. (The Customs House was completed in 
1866. It was later usecLas the Post Office, and was razed in 
1933.) Located oh a bluff, at the entrai;i'de to Eagle Point 
Park, the 4-stGry castle^like house has been Restored and 
serves as a museum, displaying Indian artifacts, costCimes, 
. .^nd pioneer and industrial Items. Exhibits include natural 
history, Indian Rooms, Clothing Rooms, River Boat Room 
Yesteryear Room, World War I Room, dq.d a John Deere 
Room.. The watchtower provides a panoVamic view of the 
river and surrounding area. At Christmas-time each year^, an 
open house is held in an old-fashioned Christmas setting, 
Ahtique ornaments, cards, dolls, and toys of bygone days* 
are on display, . 

The William Neuman (or Newman) 2-room iog cabin, built . 
^ prior to 1827, is reputedly the oldest ^ui Id ing still standing 
iti Iowa. It has been removed from its original site at 
, Second and Locust Streets.and restored. The- cabin is safd 
to have been huilt and occupied originally by French ' 
Kunters ^hd miners. It is now located on the grounds of 
' Ham House Museum, as is an old red railroad caboose, 
Burlington car No. 13814. The old wooden caboose, built 
prior to 1910, was used for many years to transport 
railroad personnel from Dul?pque to East Dubuque. The 
Humke.1-room rural schoolhouse, also on the^rounds,has 
been restored and completely furnished. 
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New Melieray Abbey 

10 miles southwest of 
Dubuque, Iowa on U.S. 151 



DESCRIPTION 



• New Wine Park ^ 

Southwest of New Vienna, 
Iowa, about 1 mile off^>^ 
Iowa 136 

Dubuque County Conservation 

Board 
Ray C. Briggs, 
Executive Officer 
1990 Bennett Street 
Dubuque, Iowa 52001 

• Old Shot Tower 
End of Fourth Street 
Dubuque, Iowa 



FouTided: ^M9 

Open: Visitors welcome on v«feekdays;jours available 

A Trdppist monastery founded by a religious group from 
County Waterforjd, Ireland. Its appearance and atmosphere 
are typical of the Old World. Monks live under the same, 
, rigid rules of discipline they have followed for more than 
1,300 years; their day begins at 2:15 a.m. and ends at 7:00 
p.m. During their iong day, the mortks farm 800 acres of 
land, raise livestocjj, make candles, process honey, and bake 
bread for religious uses. A constant vigil is kept in the 
chapel. Jhere are daily prayers and hymns. The Observance 
of Christmas, by the Abbot aind the Cotnmunity of about 
120 monks, is much the same as it was in monasteries of 
over 800 years ago. Most of the limestone buildings, of 
Victorian Gothic architecture, were built around 1875 by 
the monks, with stone cut from a nearby quarry. 

A 126-acre wooded area offering nature study, hiking, 
picnicking, fishing, and camping. A section of an old 
country road has been preserved as a walking trail. A stream 
runs through the park. Wine is the Austrian word for 
Vienna. » 



Constructed: 1855 




An old %tone ariid brick shot tower, 
constructed by George A. Rogers to 
make I ead pef lets or shot-a 
reminder of frontier days. The shot 
was formed by dropping molten 
lead from the top floor, through 
screens and into vats of water at the 
bottom of the tower. The tower 
had a capacity of 6 to 8 tons of 
finished shot per day. The shot was 
adequate for most weapons of the 
period, and was producefd here until 
arotind 1863. The tower wgs later 
used by^a lumber company a% a 
lookout tower to sight rafts on the 
river. Th e 1 50-foot tower was 
gutted by a disastrous fire In 1911, 
but has been restored . 



^ 
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(continued) 
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Esthervitle 
^ A4 



Swiss Vall^ P^rk 
4 miles southwest of 
Dubuque, lovva 

Dubuque County Conservation Board 
Ray C. Briggs, Executive Officer 
1990 Bennett Street 
Dubuque, Iowa 52001 



White*Pine Hollow State Forest 
3 miles northwest of Luxemburg, 
Iowa 

» « '■ 

State Conservation Commission 
State Office Building 
300 Fourth Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 



• Country Schoolhouse 
Emmet County Fair Grounds 
18th Street and 3rd Avenue South 
Estherville, Iowa - . 

Dorothy Story 

T314 North 13th Street 

Estherville, Iowa 51 334 

• Emmet County htistorical Museum 
107 South 6th Sfreet - 
Estherville, Ipwa 51334* 



DESCRIPTION 



A hidden valley with heavily wooded hlHsides, named for 
the resemblance to alpine foothills. Catfish Creek flows 
through the 514-acre park. The creek, which is a certified 
trout strearp, got its name from the great numbers of 
catfish that swarmed at its mouth where it joins the 
Mississippi River. It was here that Julien DuBuque built his 
cabin in 1788 when theJ=ox Indians gave him permission to 
work the ^ead minesA(See Grave of Julien OuBuque, 
above.) One of the fifft villages settled by Awhite men in 
Iowa after the area was opened to settlement in 1833 was 
located here, and named Catfish. The town of Dubuque 
later swallowed up the little village. One of the worst flood 
disasters in Iowa history occurred here during a 4th of July 
thunderstorm in 1876 when the creek washed out the 
settlement of Rockdale, killing 39 persons. 

Nearly every tree native to Iowa grows In the woods. 
Nature trails have been laid out, with small carved signs 
identifying and explaining the plants. An old farm has beer\ 
remodelled for a nature center, .complete with both 
outdoor and indoor lecture areas where films and slides 
may. be ^hown. The valley abounds in wild flowers ^and 
birds.^ Prairie grasses have- been planted, together with trees 
and shrubs to attract wildlife. The -park i^ also used for 
piQnicking, hiking, camping, fishing, and horsebac1<: riding. 



aln^l 



About 15 percent of the orlginVl area of 
what is how Iowa was forest land. It^has .been estimated 
that about 40 percent of this original timber is still present. 
Of course, truly virgin woods, not cut over.or grazed, are 
rare. This timber is a survival of the northetp forest dating 
bacif to glacial times. It Is the largest remaining stand of 
white pine in Iowa, with many trees over 200 years old in 
an undeveloped area of 712 acres. Spring-fed streanfs, dense 
forest, limestone bluffs, and hillsfdes covered with Canadian 
Yew, reminiscent of the ^r north country, may be seen. 

Open: By appointment , ' 

Restored country schoolhouse, apjDropViately furnished. 



Admission: Frpe \ . ^ 

^Open: Thursday and Sunday, 2:00-5:60 p.m., from April to 
December; other timjes by appointment , 

extensive collection of historical items located in a 
building qn the ground formerly occupied by Fort 



Defiance. 



0 
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32- EMMETT 
(continued) 



• Emmet County Historical Society 
Box 101, Estherville, Iowa 51334 

LouisF.Obyer President 
408 North 5th Stneet 
Estherville, Iowa 51334 ^ 
or 

Miss Ivadell Ross^ Ttpasurer 
1724 North 6th Street 
Est^j^ville, Iowa 51334 

• Estherville Meteorito 

VA miles north of Estherville, Iowa 




Fort Defiance State Park 

1 mile southwest of Estherville, Iowa 

on Iowa 245 

State Conservation Commission 

State Office Building 

300 Fourth Street 

Des Moines, lowaf^|3{^ 

Oka'manpedan State Park 

3 miles northeast of Dolliver, J 

lowa on county road 

State Conservation Commission 

State Office Building 

300 Fourth Street 

Des Moines, lowa 50319 



Organized: June 1 1 , 1964 
Annual Meeting: S^^^embet 
Number of Members: 250 
Dwesr $3.00 ^hnu9l; $30.00 life 

Owns restored country schooihouse (see above)/ located on - 
Emmet County. Fairgrounds, and Emmet County Historical 
Museum (see above), in Estherville business district. 



On May 10, 1879, lowa experienced one of the largest 
meteorite falls on record. Others bave occurred over iowa^ 
in lowa County pnd Winnebago County. The meteorite 
exploded and broke into 3 large pieces. The largest piece, 
weighing 431 poifnds, fell on theSevei^ Lee^farm. A huge 
hole was made where it landed and buried itself 14 feet In^ ^ 
the ground. The rough black su^ce of the meteorite 
contains pieces of sparkling metal (iron nodules). A marker, 
originally located on /the northeast % of Sectrbn 35, 
Township 100 north of Range 34, Emmet County, 482 feet 
away f^omthe fall, has been relocated along lowa 4. \^ 

Other smaller portions of the huge meteorite, one weighing 
151 pounds and the other 92% pounds, were found later'^t^,, 
other locations. Some 5,000 bits; ranging in size from a ped. 
to lumps weighing a pound, were also picked uo by persons, 
living in the area. Large sipecimens of the Estnervilla . 
Mete6rite are now on display in museums in widely 
separated cities of the world. Smaller fragments may be 
seen in the Estherville Public Library and the Statey 
Historical Building in pes Moines. 

Site of a military fort built in 1862-63 by Captain W. H. 
Inghami and Company A of the Northern Border Brigade. 
One of a string of fortifications built to protect settlers 
from 'marauding Sioux Indians, it was abandoned by the 
troops after 15 months. The 181 acres of heayily wooded 
hills support an abundance of wild flowers. There are 
nature traits and recreational facilities. In 1911, a 
monument was erected in Estherville City Park by the 
DAB to commemorate Fort Defiance. « . 

i; 

•A tract of 1872 acres along th^ shore of Tuttle Lake 
(formerly Okamanpadu or Okamafipedan Lake), located on 
the lowa- Minnesotia border. The lake is the headwaters of 
the East Fork of the Des Moines River. 

Okamanpedan, fhe Sioux Indian name for the lake, 
meaning "nesting place* of the herons/' was at that time a 
nesting area for blue herons. The birds built their nests in 
the tall trees around the lake. A government surveyor, 
Joseph Nicolas Nicollet, vfsited the region in July 1838 and 
recorded the lake as Okamanpedan. Accompanying Nicollet , 
as his aide was young John Charles Fremont (1813-1890) 
who was to gain fame as an explorer ("The Pathfinder"), 



NAMEV^ND LOCATION 



DESCRIPTION 



AP 



Ok^manpedah State^rk 
,(cpmmued) : 



• Swan Lake (Ghost Town) 
N^r Gruver, Iowa on farm 
owned by Robert Woods 

r 




• . Briishr Creek Canyon State P&ric 
miles north of Arlington, Iowa, 
on Iowa 154 > " ' 

/ -r ^ate Conservation Cbrrmiisslon 
"State Office Building 
300 Fourth Street ; 
Des Moines, (owa 5031*9 



Buffalo Ranch Museum 
310 Lovers Lane 
Off Iowa 150, at west edge 
of Fayette, Iowa 



soldier, and the first Republican, candidate for President of 
the United States (in 1856, ^A/hen he lost to James' 
Buchanan). This was also used as a campsite by Major 
Thomas West Sherman. In later years, the name, of 

■ Okamanpedan Lake was changed to Tuttle Lake for Cafvin 
Tuttle who settled on its shores in 1856, The park has 
facilities for picnicking, boating, and fishing. 

Swan Lake, platted in the 1870's, was once the county seat, 
although a courthouse was never built here. The town was 
abandoned in 1899 when the railroad was built to the 
*north, at the site of Gruver* Some of the' buildings from the 
town of Swan Lake are still in use on the farm. Lumber and 
timbers from Fort Defiance were used in the big old barn, 
formerly the livery stable. 

TV the southeast, and visible from the site of the town of 
Sw^n Lake, is West Swan Lake, a shallow glacial lake or 
marsh. Geesr nest, here ^n this state-owned game 
management area of 1 ,088 acres. East Swan Lake, a drained 
lake bed surrounded by, upland prairie, is located about 5 
miles to^, the southeast-another public bunting area 

■ comprising 788 acres. ^ 

Orte of fhe few , almost undisturbed wilderness areas 
remaining, in lowa-a "living museum." The 216'acre park 
contains deep canyons, rock chimneys, rushing, brooks, ' 
moss-covered boulders, lichen, and many rare Iowa plants,' * 
such as the American yew, ground pine, paper birch] 
quaking aspen, big-tooth aspen, walking fern, and prairie 
grasses. Birds are abundant, and the clear streams are 
stocked with trout. The pine-scented air, the abundance of 
wild fiowers, and the quiet poe finds only in deep woods 
are attractions for anyone trying to escape from the signs 
and pressures of civilization. ~ 

The beginning of Brush Creek Canyon goes back millions of 
years when a sea covered the entire Midwest during the 
Cambrian Period (about 600 million years ago). Sediments 
were deposited 1n^a' thick layer on the sea bottom that 
stretched to the Appalachians. As the land rose in a later 
period of geologic time, the water retreated, leaving a 
deposit of limestone. The canyon cuts through the ancient 
limestone formation. Brush Creek empities into the Volga 
River. From the escarpment, huge blocks of limestone have 
• broken away, and some have slid all the way into the river 
valley. » ■ ^ 

Admission: $1.00; students 12-18, $0.50; children 5-11, 
$0.40; under 5, free with parents; school 
children in groups, $0.25. 
'Open: Daily 

A herd of live buffalo, in addition to an old-time geiOt-al 
store and saloon with items dating back to pioneer days. On 
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Buffalo Ranch Museum 
(continued) . 



• Clermont Historical Society 
. i. Clermont, Iowa 

David Appelman, President 
Clermont, Iowa 52135 



Clermont Museum 
Clay and Mill Streets 
Clermont, Iowa 

Historical Governor Larrabee 
Home, Inc. 

Henry Fbllett, Secretary' ^ 
Clermont, Iowa 52135 ' • 




display and in playing condition are. an old organ, early 
music boxes, qarly phonographs, and an Aucephone (a 
roller organ patented in the 1870's and manufactured in 
Worcester, Massachusetts), There are also juke boxes and 
several models of early Dictaphones in the collection. 

■ " ', ■ \ 
0/sra^/^e^y.• April 20, 1967 
/Vfeef/np.* Quarterly 
Dues: $1,00 annual 

Organized to assist in plans for Larrabee Appreciation Days, 
July 22-23, 1967 and to gather material for a historical file. 
A 106-page book, Historic Clermont, has been published, 
containing pictures and information about the town of 
Clermont and its early residents. The Society sponsors 
vesper services (Union Sunday School) each year. 

Museum Founded: 1912 
Bank Building Acquired: May 1 , 1970 
Admission: $0.50; children under 8, free 
Open:' Daily, 1:00-4:00 p.m.; Sundays, 1 :00-5:00 p.m.. May 
30 through November 1 

A museum housed in the old Clermortt State Bank Building 
located in the Clermont business district. The bank was first 
established by William Larrabee in 1874 in an old store, 
located just north of the flour mill. The bank was 
reorganized in 1905, and Jn 1909 moved to the new 
building. Heje it remained until it was closed in 1929. The 
building was then used by various businesses, most recently 
as a grocery store and, on the second floor, a doctor's 
office. 

Collections on display include those formerly located in the 
school building built by the Larrabee family at a cost of 
$100,000 and donated to the town of Clermont in. 1904, 
- Included are the William Larrabee, Jr. collection of shells, 
Jossils, and sea life from the Caribbean area; the Gus Becker 
collection of fossils from northeast Iowa; original oil 
paintings; marble busts of not^ statesmen; and antiques 
from the community (second floor). 

The Larrabee family made other gifts th the town of 
Clermont. These include a statue of Col. David .B. 
Henderson, which stands in front^'of the Episcopal Church; 
a statue of Ahr^ham*'Lincoln (the first in Iowa), located in 
Lincoln -Ppark/ across from the railroad statiorr; "and a large, 
wind pipe organ, presented to the Union Sunday School, 
and housecP in the old Presbyterian Church, built in T863. 
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33 • FAYETTE • Dutton's Cave Park 

(continued) 3 miles northeast of 

West Union, Iowa 

^ • Fayette County Conservation Board 

David L. Smith, Executive Off icer 
Box 269 

West Union, Iowa 52175 



A 45-acre area consisting of a deep gorge cut into the 
limestone formation and covered with hard wood, timber ; 
Dutton's Cave; and 4 large springs, with a water . 
temperature of 56 degrees, that flow continuously through 
the valley. The limestone cave extends back into the bluff 
for approximately a mile. The area is used for picnicking, 
hiking, and camping, o 



• Montauk 
Clermont, Iowa 

Historical Governor Larrabee 
Home, Inc. 

Henry Follett, Secretary 
Clermont Jowa 52135 




Built: 1874 

Opened to the public: Memorial Day, 1968 
Admission: $1,25; children, 8-16, $0,50 
U Open: Daily, 10:00 a.m,-5:00 p.m.. May 30 through Nov- 
ember 1 ; escorted tours with guides are available 



The two-story brick and native 
limestone home of Iowa Governor 
( 1 88 6-1890) William Larrabee, 
farmer, miller, banker, and one of 
Iowa's largest - landowners. The 
name "Montauk" refers to 
Montauk Point, in New York State, 
at the eastern terminus, of the Lung 
Island Railroad. Mrs: Larrabee's 
father, a sea captain, swung his ship 
arognd the point as he headed for 
-home. Larrabee was born in 
Ledyard^ Connecticut on January 
20, 1832.. He was one of the early 
graduates of the United States 



Military Academy at West Point. In 1867, he was elected 
State Senator and served in the legislature until 1885. His 
chief interests in legislation were agricultural aid, education, 
transportation, and prohibition. He was elected Governor in'^ 
1885, and served two terms. Larrabee was Iowa's only 
one-eyed Governor, having lost the sight in his right eye in a 
^ gun accident when 14 years old. Brick for the house was 
manufactured in Clermont. The stone foundation walls are 
24 inches thick. Williams Quarry, north of town, was the 
source of the stone. 

Original furnishings in the home were used by the 
Governor's last surviving child, Anna, until her death in 
December 1965 at the age of 97, so-the interior is much as 
it was when L^arrabee was living. Still to be seen are a 
handfnade bed in which all seven of the Larrabee children 
were born, the Governor's desk and papers, chairs, tables, 
glass cases, paintings and statuary, table service, a cast-iron 
kitchen stove, and floor coverings. 

The old well house, laundry, creamery and ice house, 
workshop, and barn have been restoreid and furnished. An 
infprmation center is also located in the barn. 
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34 -FLOYD 




Charles City 
• B-8 



Montauk 

(continued) 



• Oelvyein Area HistQricai Society 
Oelweln, Iowa 



Cliff Avery^ President 
621 ;First Avenue N.W. 
Oelw^in, Iowa 50662 



Acidly Creek Park 
2 miles southwest of 
Marble Rock, Iowa 



Ffoyd County Conservation Board 
Lyle Boyer, Executive Offiper 
R.fl.4 

Charles City, Iowa 50616 

Beginning of the Farm 
Tractor Industry 
Charles City ^ Iowa 



Flora pis Wildlife Sarifctuary 
West edg^ of Charles City, lovv? 

Floyd County iConservation Board 
Lyie Boyer, Ex^tutivp Officer 
R.R.4 :kt . . 
Charles City, lowa 5061 6 . 

Floyd Couqty Hi^oricaf Society 
107 North i/lain Street 
Charles City, Ipwa 50616' 

Mark Ferguson, President . 
400 Ferguson Street . \ 
Charles City, Iowa 50616 



DESCRIPTION 



Large statues of Civil War heroes (Grant, Sherman, Dodge, 
and Farragut) , and thousands of trees planted by the 
Governor; are on the SO-acre estate, wftich overlooks the 
town of Clermont and the Turkey River Valley, 
Descendents of 'Governor Larrabee arranged for the^ 
property to be d|pen to the public, . . 

incorporated: December 19, 1973 
Meetings: Last Tuesday of month 
Nuiptfer of i\/!embers: 65 
Dues: $2 jy0 mriuBl 

The Society has sponsored the reprinting of the 1878 
History of Fayette County^ iqwa, with a newly prepared 
comprehensive index, the XBW Pastand Present of FayeUe 
County, lorn (2 jvolumes), and 1the 1898 picture book 
Souvenir of Oeiwein Record. An annual antique show is 
held and a oevysletter^es to members. 

' ■ ■■ . ' 

A scenic 40-acre tract bisected by Ackley Creek, which 
includes a flood plain aldng the spring-fed stream, steep 
bluffs (40 to 50 feet high) heavily -wooxled with hardwood * 
trees, and typical Iowa shrubs and grasses. Most of the site 
has never been cultivated. The park is being preserved as a 
•segment of our rapidly disappearing landscape, but is used 
for picnicking, camping, hiking,; and nature study in a 
relatively undisturbed atmosphere. , / 

Charles W. Hart and Charles H. Parr began building 
stationary gasoline engines in 1896 arid started 
experimenting with machines to be used in farming- The 
' new name "tractor" was coined (from traction motors) and 
the tractor industry foundfed in 1901 by the Hart-Parr 
Company. A 1913 model tractor is on display under 
plexiglass on the courthouse grounds. Oliver Corporation, 
successor to Hart-Parr, offers conducted tours of the plant 
every weekday at 10 a.m. 

About 19 acres of hardwiaod timber, a!ong,the Cedar RiVer, 
conveyed as a gift and preserve as a bird and wildlife 
sanctuary for the use arid benefit of the jgenerat public. The 
property MS used as an outdoor classroom by public and 
' nonpublic schools for nature stu^^, and by pver fishermen. 



Organized: April 29, 1954 — 
Meetings: Annually in faH . v 

Number o f Members: 360 " - 

Dues: $1 .Ob annual ;$2d;00 life- , 

Operates Floyd County Historical Society IVIus^um (see 
below). Sponsors booth at Floyd County Fair andSsonducts^ 
historiQ tours of county. , , < - , \ 
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34 V FLOYD 
(continued) 



a: 



• Floyd County Historical 
Society Museum 
107 North Main Street 
Charles City, Iowa 50616 

Allen Andres - 
300 ClarK Street 
Charles City, Iowa 50616 

'' or 

Charles City Chamber of Commerce 



• Glacial Rock' 

3 miles west of Nashua, on Iowa 54 
then 3/4 mile south on gravel road; 
rock is in the middle of a field, on 
the east side of the road/ 

• Girlhood Home of Carrie Lane 
Chapman Catt ^ 
Southeastpf Charles City, Iowa 




' Mu$eum Openedi April 20, 1963 (The building escaped ser- 
ious damage from the tornado that struck 
Charles City on Wednesday, May 1 5, 1968*) 
Admission: $0,50; children, $0,10 

Open: Thursday/ Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 1:30-4:00 p.m.. 
May 1 to October 1 ; other times by appointment 

A museum donated by John G. Legel, Jr.to Floyd County 
Historical Society in 1961, ih memory of his parents. The 
museum preserves a drug and gropery store, dating back to 
1873, which was purchased biy John G. LeQel, Sr. in 1884. 
A collection pf over 10,000 items includes pharmaceutical 
equipment of the 1890's, quaint medicines and remedies, 
prescription counter with rare l?alances and piil machines, 
botanical drugs, soda fountain and candy jars, tobacco 
counter, grocery item^ in old boxes and barrels, drygoods, 
and hardware. Period rooms show furniture, car pete, 
pictures, books, toys, and kitchen equipment in a "home of 
the past." Also to be seen are an old - schoolroom, 
blacksmith shop and tool collection, stone implements, 
Indian artifacts, art objects/minerals, textiles, documents, 
newspapers, and clippings. A reference library contains' 
material on Iowa and Floyd County. <, 

Said to be the iargest glacial rock in the Midwest. This, 
glacial erratic was dejtosited by the Wisconsin Glacier, the * 
last of the glaciers to invade Iowa, more than 50,000 years " 
ago. > 



Two-story frame farmhouse, the girlhood home of vCarrie' 
Lane Chapman Catt (1859-1947), international leader of 
women's suffrage and peace movements. Although born in 
Ripon, Wisconsin, she cam§'to Iowa with her parents when 
only 7 years of age, and lived most of her formative years 
here. . \ 

In 1883, when only 24, she was named superintendent of 
schools in Mason City. In 1890, she succeed^ Susan B. 
Anthony as president of the National American Woman 
Suffrage Association, With ^he adoption of- the 19th 
Amendment to the y..S. Constitution, the association was 
dissolved and the League of Women ^Voters founded in 
1920. 

The women's suffrage movement in the* United States vt;as a 
long struggle, dating back to 1848, when Lucretia Mott ^nd 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton first crusad6d for ^he right fog 
women to vote. A constitutional amendment v^^as- first 
introduced in the U.S. Congress in 1875. In succeeding' 
years the measure was .discu&ed, tabled, or defeated until 
its final passage on May 21 , 1919 by a l/ote of 304 to 90 in 
the House of Representatives and 66 to 30 in the Senate. 
Iowa was the 10th state to ratify the 19th Amendment! 
With the ratification by the 36th state (Tennessee) /the 
amendment went into effect on August 1 6^ 1920. , 
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NAME AND LOCATION 



Girthood Home of Carrie Lane 
Chapman Catt 
(continued) 

Lithograph City (Devon la) 
About T4 miles northwest of 
Charles City. Iowa in the northern 
part of Floyd County (N Section 
25,Twp.97N, Rge. 17W) 




• Mathers Forest 

Southeast edge of Nora Springs, Iowa 

Ffoyd County Conservs^tlon Board 
Lyie Boyer, Executive Secretary , 
R.R. 4 . • 

CharlesCity, Iowa 50616 



/ 



DESCRIPTION 



Twice widowed; Carrie Lane Chapmian Catt lived to be 88. . 
A marker was placed at the homesiteby the Floyd County 
Federation of Women's Clubs on October 20, 1938. 

What was at one time a thriving community has once again 
become just a field. About 1910, Clement L. IWebster, a 
geologist from Marble RocK, Iowa, discovered some unusual 
stones near the border of Floyd gnd Mitchell Counties. 
Keeping his discovery secret until he coiftd complete his 
research, he found the large limestone deposit in the area 
contained lithograph stone of superior quality. . 

Some 114 years earlier, Alois Senefelder, a Bavarian, had 
discovered lithography, the simple method of producing 
printed impressions from stone. The process became very 
popular throughdut Europe and spread to the United 
States, .so lithograph stbne was extremely important to the 
graphic arts. Until Webster's discovery, the porous 
fimeslpne used in lithography came exclusively from 
Bavaria, and. importing it to America '.was^ expensive. 
Webster found financial backers and proceeded to establfsh 
a settlement at the site of the limestone deposit. By 1915, 
Lithograph City .included 15 houses, a hotel, general store, 
blacksmith shop, lumber yard ^ stone crushing ajid polishing 
plant, dance hall, and museum. The museum soon became 
nationally known for its 'displays of semiprecious gems, 
crystals, minerals, soil specimens, lithograph stones, and 
various kinds of marble. The tpwn had just begun to 
pi^sper when it was found that zinc and copper could be 
-used for lithography in plarp of stone. Since the new 
process was less cc^tly, the demanti for lithograph stone 
ended and Litltog^fph City declined.'* ' 

After 1915, residents of the town changed its name from 
Lithograph .City to Devpnia, but the town continjjed .to 
decline*. After efforts tp establish a post office failed, the 
town died completely, and by 1938 it was plowed under, 
the victim of progress and splentif ic advancement.. 



Acquired: 1963 



A 50-acre parcel of land on the Shell Rock River, acfc|uired 
from Victor Mathers and maintained as a song "bird 
sanctuary and game preserve. Virgin hardwood timber 
includes red and white Qak, ash, hard maple, basswood, 
wainut, butternut, eirn, and hackberry, and there are many 
flowering plants. A large spring flows through the center of 
the foVest a% into Shell Rock River. The area is used for 
boating, fishing, hiking, picnicking, camping, and as an 
outdoor classroom. ^ ) 
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34 -FLOYD- 
(continued) ' 




Hamptoij 
C-7 



m Meyer Forest 

324 miles north and 2 miles west 
of Charles City, Idvya 

Floyd County Conservation Board 
Lyie Boyer^ Executtve Officer 
R.R.4 

Charter City, Iowa 50616 

• Mutchlar Log Cabin 
Conservation Park 
Floyd, Iowa 

Floyd County Historical Society 
107 North Main Street 
Charles City, Iowa 50616 

• Nora Springs Mill Dam Park 
^Northwest part of 

Nora Springs, Iowa 

Floyd County .Conservation Board 
LyIe Boyer, Executive Off ^c^5^ 

Charles City, lowj^ 50616 



Shernrian Buffalo Herd 
mile east of Nora Springs, Iowa 



Beeds Lake State Park 
3 miles northwest of Hampton, Iowa ^ 

^tate Conservation Commission 
State Office Building 
300 Fourth Street 
Pes Moines, Iowa 50319^ |' 



ERLC 



DESCRIPTjON 



An undeveloped area of 102 acres^ containing native timber 
and underbrush. It is maintained, as a wildlife and forest 
preserve, and used as an outdoor classroom and public 
hunting area in season. Deer and squirrels are common. 



A historic log cabin, over tlO years old, mbved to the 
presept site and restored . 



A 27-acre tract of land along the Shell Rock Ri\yer. The 
original old mill was located at this site, but it was dam'aged 
by a flood Jn 1962 and was torn down. The site yvas 
acquired from the U.S, Government in 1855, and a flour 
arid saw mill erect^; The dam was later used to generate 
^ectricity for the |bwn. In those days, the electricity was 
turned off at 9:00 fxrh, until 6:00 'the foilbwing morning. 
The 8-acre millpond is u^ed for boating arid fishing, and 
picnic areas are provided along the river. \ : 

A herd of 50 buffalos (bison). Privately owned, but" the . 
animals may be seen from the road or visited with 
permission. 

1? 




Opened to the Pubi/c: 1938 

The 330-acre park includes a tree-girdled 130-acre lake 
formed by a| 170-fDot-long dam located on Spring Creek. 
The 12 to 14 mile-long stream is fed by numerous cold 
water springs that flow year round. Indians used the heavily 
wooded area before the coming of the white man. Buffalo 
and elk •roamed the area. Other wildlife included otter, 
beaver, muskrat, badger, wolv6s, grpuse, and prairie 
chickens* The lake Was originally formed in 1857, when T. 
K. Hansbury (or Hansberry) built the first dam ^and 
gristmill. William Beed, a Hampton merchant, put in the 
long dike and improved the property when he bought it in 
J864. • Beed, a native of Devonshire, England, was 
^(ponsidered ''far in advance of the times in sponsoring 
recreational lake and park activities . . Early accounts 
also state that Beed paid 10 cents for each muskrat trapped 
on the shores of the lake. This was done because Beed did 
not want the nriuskrats to weaken the dam by tunneling 
through the dike. The mill was enlarged until it was 4 times 
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Beeds Lake State Parle 
(continued) 




Burkley Park. 

1^ miles west of Geneva, -Iowa 
plong south side bf Iowa 1 34 

l=ranklin County Conservation Board 
Dennis Carlson , Executive Qff icer 
P.O. Box 143, Hampton, ^owa 50441 

• V_ 

Franklin CountY Historical Society 
Hampton, Iowa 

James Fox, President 
R-R.3 

Hampton, Iowa 50441 

Loomis Memorial Park 

4 miles north and 2 miles east 

of Alexander, Iowa 

Franklin County Conservation Board 
Dennis Carlson , Executive Officer 
P.O: Box 143, Hampton, Iowa 50441 

MalloryPark 

miles south and 2 miles west of 
Hampton, loWa^ ^ 

Franklin County Conservation Board 
Dennis Carlson , Executive Officer* 
P.O. Box 143, l^lamfjjton, Iowa 50441 



the size of the original building, and was 3 stories; high. The 
only other mills in the area were at Iowa Falls and Ackley. 
The mill ceased to operate In 1904, and was demolished in 
1916. Stone from the^ mill was sold to farmers and, by late 
in 1 91 7, the 40-acre lake was drained and the land placed in 
cultivation or pasture. All that remained of the dUmill was 
the basement and a few scattered rocks. There fohowed 
several efforts to establish g park or recreational area, but it 
was not until 1933 that the land was acquired^for this 
purpose, , 



"the present dam's unusual spillway was b?Wt in 1936-37 by 
thevCivilian Conservation^ Corps, It is corfs^^cted of blocks 
of varicolored stone, sloping abruptly for 40 feet to the 
rock foundation: A 650'y^rd-long earthen dike or "causeway 
. bisects^, the lake toward its west end, providing aflditional 
bank fishing. This dike is where Beed originally built his 
dam. It was re-shaped and "graded in 1967, and bridges at 
each end ^llow access to the west part of the lake. Flora 
native to the area provides excellent cover for birds and 
wUdlife. A refuge at the west end of the lake attracts m»hy 
species of waterfowl and shore birds. The carrip^ round 
extends along the lake shore. . 

A eVa-acre tract which includes a wiWIife refuge and nature 
study area^nd a stand of hardwood timber and large 
coniferous trees. Th.e property was acquired as a gift of Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur J.'Burkley, and includes a 2 story stone 
house with full basement built sometime during the period 
1855 to 1862-one of the first homes constructed in 
Franklin County. • 

//7corpor9tef/; 0'ctpber21, 1974 ' 



An old rural schoaihpuse located^p a 1 -acre tract and 
preserved as a historic landmark. The former Wisner 
Township School is*cornplete with old double-seajted desks, 
slate blackboards, bell, and other furnishings. 'The ql 
school well is on the grounds, which may^be used .b 
picnickers. The frame building has, also been used as a 
community meeting place and voting.precinct. 

'A 71 -acre recreational area which includes hard wqod 
timber and pasture land along the south fork of Maynes 

' Creek. Mr. and Mrs. Maynes made^ camp here in 1852. It 
was in this area that the first perrtianent white settlement 
was established in Franklin County. The park includes 
bridle trails and hiking trails, and is used as ^n outdoor 
classroom for nature study, and for picnicking, fishing, and 
camping. . . * 
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35 -FRANKLIN 
^ (continued) 



• Maysvilie School House 
South of Hampton, Iowa 

• Oakland Valley Game Preserve 
V/z miles southwest of ^ 

, Popejoy, Iowa 

Franklin County Consei-vation Board 
Dennis Carlson* Executive Officer 
P.O. Box 143, Hampton, Iowa 5044-1 



> Popejoy Park • \ 
. mile southwest of 
Popejoy,- lowa*^ 

' Franklin Cdunty Conservation Board 
Dennis Carlson , Executive Officer 
P.O. Box 143, Hampton, Ipwa 50441 

Robinson Park 

2 miles nort^i and J mile east of 
Hampton, Iowa , 

Franklin Cou/ity-Conservatibn Board 
Pennis Carjson , Executive Officer 
P.O. Box 143, Hampton, Iowa 50441 

Site of First IVtotor Vehide 
Fatality in Iowa 

2 miles south of Hampton, Iowa, 
aldngU.S. 65 




WKWPark 

(Mott Township Forest Area) 
1 mile north and 1 mile east of 
Hampton, Iowa 

Franklin County Conservation Board 
Dennis Carlson ,£xecutive Officer 
P.O. Box 143, Hampton, Iowa 50441 



ERLC 



85 



Originally the first post office in Franklin County. A 
marker identifies the townsite. 

A 2-acre game management area of historical interest. The 
settlement of Oakland Valley Was laid out in 1855 when 
the B.C,R,<and M,C,C, Railroad {later the Rock Island) was 
^.expected to go through here. The Public Square, included 
,*in this preserve, was donated to the town by Jess.Dodd. 
When the railroad Was located about V/z miles to the 
northeast, the town of Popejoy started tcr build up and 
^ Oakland Valley declined until it was eventually turned back 
to farm land. The site is now a recreational and picnic area" 
and is used as an outdoor classroom. ^ 

A 67-acre tract along the Iowa River developed for boating, 
fishing, picnicking, camping, hiking, and winter. coasting! 
One section Is maintained as a wildlife habitat and is used 
for nature study, timber covfirs.^bout 3S acres of the park. 
Native trees include oak, hickory, basswood, red elm and 
white elm, and additional varieties, such as wblnut and 
' white ash, have been planted. • 

A 30-acre tract covert with hardwood timber,' set a^de for 
a recreational area, wildlife Refuge, and outdoor classroom 
for the study of natural sciences. Otter Creek flows-through 
part of the area. There are bridle and hiking trails, and 
facilities for picnicking, fishing, and camping. ^ 



'A sign m^rks the site of the first motor vehicle fatality in 
Iowa. OTi .5eptemb6^ , 29, 1905, F, , A. H'arriman, a 
32 -year-old attorney from Hampton was killed when his cdr 
struck a bridge timber on the old Maysvilie Road and 
overturned. Mr. Harrlman ancl four business companions 
were returning from a bank meeting in Geneva about 10 
o'clock at nrfght. Recent rains had left the approach to the 
bridge badly rutted, according to a contemporary account. 
The car hit the Vidgd at "a high' rate of speed"-about 30 
miles per hour-throwing all five men from 'the car. Since 
this first fatality, there- }\ave been over 30,000 persons 
killed in Iowa as a result of automot)ile accidents. 

A ^4-acre forest' set jaside as a wildlffe preserve and outdoor 
classroom, also used for picnicking and camping. About % 
of the area is covered with hardwood timber, including 
many^species of native trees art?«tthrubs. In addition, many 
varieties of native wild f low,er$ gj^w in the timber and open 
areas. Otter Creek winds its wa/through the tract. * 



The najme of the park was formed, 
from the first letter of the last name 
of the 3^ persons who previously 
owned this land. They are Wul,- 
brandt, Klousia, and Wolf. " 
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Sidney 
1-2. 



Forney's Lake 

2% miles northwest of Thurman, Iowa 

* State Conservation Commission 
State Office Building 
300 Fourth Street 
bes Moines, Iowa 50319 




Fremont Co.unty Historical Society 
Sidney, Iowa < ! 

' Gilbert Benson, President 
Sidney, lovVa\51 652 
or 

Ralph H. Greenwood 

PiO. Box 218, Tabor, Iowa, 51653 

Manti Memorial Park , - 
v3^A mil^s southwest of 
Shenahdoah, Iowa 

Fremont County Conservation Board 
Jack Gibson, Executive Officer 
P.O. pox 232 
Sidney, Iowa 51652 

or • \ 
Manti Memorial Association 
P. 6. Box 54 

Shenandoah, Iowa 51601 



DESCRIPTION 



A shallow '^marsh where huge concentrations of wild 
geese^-snow, blue, Canada, and white-fronted-and ducks 
may be seen during the spring and fall migr,ations vyhen 
they stop to feed and rest. As many as 100,000 to 300,000 
waterfowl funnel through the area on their way to and ' 
from their nesting grounds on Baffin Island in the Arctic 
Circle, The peaks of the flights vary according to the 
vyeSther and water levels, but usually, occur. from March 
15-27 and around November 1 of each year. Concentrations 
in the fall are smaller- usually not in excess of 50',000 
birds. The area is also frequented by pelicans, gulls, and 
fur-bearing amimals. 

Organized: 1963 

Meetings: As called - 

NOmber of Members: 102 ' . - 

Dues: $1.00 annual; $10.00 life , 

Identifies and restores historic spots, old trails, and Indian 
camps. A building has been, acquired in Sidney for a , 

musegrti, opened in 1971. 

fi * 

A 12-acre memorial park, where about 40 Mormon fanmlies 
settled in 1849-52/Alpheus Cutler (1784-1864) was leader 
of the Cutlerites, a faction of the Latter Day Saints Church, 
which became dissatisfied with polygamy and other 
doctrines of Brigham Young. After their settlement in 
Kansa? failed, the Cutlerites moved tg Manti. Fisher Creek, 
which runs through the park toward the East NishnabotnK, 
River, was named for the Edmund Fisher family, first to^ 
arrive. A log schoolhouse was erected in 1850, and the first ^ 
and only church was built the following year. The last 
buffalo known to exist in southwest Iowa was killed in 
1858 near Fisher's Grove, part* of the Manti settlement. 
After 1860, most of the Cutlerites joined the Reorganized 
Church of Latter Day Saints, which had taken a firm stand 
against polygamy. 

Jhe town of Manti (a name from the Book of Mormon) had 
a chair and furniture factory, clock and watch factory, shoe 
factory, wagon works, ah iron worker, blacksmith, haf'^ness 
maker, and many stores and shops.'' The town's future 
locked bright until the railroad came to Shenandoah in 
1870. Many residents moved away and- Manti became a 
ghost town, then farm land. A house,^ formerly the 
stagecoach stop, and a big barn still stand on a farm" near 
the park.' Other houses built by the Mormons are in the 
immediate neighborhood. The frame schoolhouse is one 
which replaced the original log building about 1868, and 
has been used as* a community building. The 26-acre 
Shenandoah city park, which includes a grove of hickory 
trees, is adjacent to the memorial. The original Manti 
Cemetery and a. small man-made lake, 30 feet deep, are 
other attractions. Fishing, bg^ting, picnicking, and campiijig 
are popular activities. 



\ 
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36 -FREMONT 
(continued) 



Pmky's GBen. 

2 miles we$t of Tabor, Iowa 

Fremont County Conservation Board 
Jack 6ibson, Executive Officer 
P.\); Box 232 i \ 
Sidney, Iowa 51652 



m Tabor HistodcaO Society 
Tabor, Iowa 

Mrs. Jack (Wanda) Ewatt, President 
Tabor, Iowa 51653 



m Todd House 
Tabor, Iowa 




DESCmPTHON 



Acquired: 1960 

A.48-acre recreational park and school forest area, formerly 
known^s the Weatherhead Tract, acquired as a'gift from 
Glen ("Pinky") Weatherhead of Tabor, Iowa, The natural 
, timber, together with hardwood trees native to Iowa which 
have been planted in ao 18-^acre section, provides ^n 
outdoor classroom used by schools and nature study 
groups. Native trees include red cedar, oak, honey locust, 
and box ^elder. Underbrush* includes gooseberry and' 
buckfc^£ush. Song birds, small animals, and wild flowers are 
abundant.»The area includes steefj slopes and a meandering 
stream. Picnicking, hiking, fishing; and camping are 
permittedj> . • 

Organized: June 1965 / \ . 

yV7eef%i?- fourth Tuesd'ay of month, 8:00 p.m. 
Number of Members: 180 . 
Dues: $2.00 annual; $20.00 life 

The Society has acquired and preserved the Todd House^ 
.(see' beloyv). Publications include reprinting the 
"Reminiscences" of John Todd, a prime source history of 
settlement of 'the area, border troubles over slavery, 
runaway ^av^ and encounters with' slave owners, and the' 
^ adventures of John Brown and James Lane. 

Admission: $0.25* * * . 

Open: Sunday afternoons Buring summer; other times by 
appointment 

The historic Reverend John Todd House (original building 
built in 1853) has been restored and furnished. This frame 
house, built of native lumber, was a "station" on the Iowa 
Underground Railroad and headquarters for the Free 
Kansas f^i^hters and John.Brown during his stays In Tabor, 
Sharps rifles- were qonceal^ in the cellar before being 
shipped to Harpers Ferry, Vi.rginia. Original flooring and 
woodwork, hand-hewn beams and lath, adobe and* (later) ]. 
limestone foundations may be seen; also Pre-Civil War 
letters, diaries, papers, m6 home furnishings of the period. 

Across the street from the Todd House is Tabor City Park. . 
When John Brown and his. men camped and drilled here in 
1857, it was an open, treeless square. A bronze marker 
indicates thd campground. 

Several bui^dings remain of Tabor College, incorporated in 
1866 and operated by the Congregational Church until 
1936. It was reopened in 1936. as a private enterprise but 
later- closed. Still to be seen are Woods Hall (1869), 
doVmitol^y, libr^ary, museum, arid World War II barracks for' 
POW camp guards; Adams Hall (1898), conservatory, 
housing for POW's In World War' II, and, for a time, an 
elementary school (K-3) in Fremont-Mills Community 
School District; and the Congregational Church (1875), 
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36 -FREMONT 
(continued) 



Todd House 
(continued) 



designed by J. Nutting who also designed the Little 
Brown Church at Nashua (see Chickasaw County). The old 
Tabor College Music Hall (1875) has been moved to Orange 
Street, between Center and Main Streets, and is now the 
Tabor Town Hall and Library. On display are the bell from 
the locomotive of the Tabor and Northern Railroad, which 
madejts last run in 1929. 
paintings by local artists. 



an 1854 plat o^^Tabor| and 



Waubonsie State Park ' 
7 miles southwest of Sidney, Iowa 
on Iowa 239 " 

, State Conservation Commission 
State Office Building 
300 J^ourth Street . 
Des Moin^, low^ 50319 • 




37 -GREENE 




Jefferson 
E-4 



Greene County. Histpncafi Society 
Jefferson, Iowa 

Harold Radebough, President 
Rippey, Iowa 50235 



Greene County Historical 
Society Museum 
North side of square, 
Jefferson, Iowa 

Dr. H. B. Donovan, Curator 
304 North Wilson 
Jefferson, Iowa 50129 



Henderson Park 

1 mile south of Jefferson, Iowa 

Oft Iowa 4 

Greene County Conservation Board 
Byron Hobart, Executive Officer 
61 3 South Chestnut 
Jefferson, Iowa 50129 



Established: 1926 

Named for Chief Waubonsie, of the Pottawattamie Indians, 
who lived in the area for many years prior to 1846. The 
1,208 acres of natural scenic beauty contain grass-covered 
loe^s hills, densely wooded ravines, high bluffs affording 
views of 4 states (Iowa, Nebraska, Missouri, and Kansas) 
and, the Missouri River bottomlands, and evidence of 
y ancient Indian villages. The park is a botanjpaf preserve of 
native tre^ and wild flowers, some of -which (paw paw and 
desert yucca) are peculiar to this area. Seven miles of foot 
trails and 8 miles of bridle paths wind along the wind-swept 
ridges and down into.the steep, narrow gorges and vaHeys. 
There are pleasant areas for picnickers and modern facilities 
for- campers. -Sunrise services are held here annually on 
'Easter Sunday. 

Organized: April 1966 
Meetings: First Friday of the month 
Number of Members: 200 . 
> Dues:. $2.00 annual - ^ - 

J Sponsors tours to plac^ of interest in the county-, and 
maintains old cemeteries. A country schoolhouse has been 
moved to Greene County Fairgrounds and restored. The 
schoolhouse is open during the Greene County Fair, or by 
' appointment. The Society also owns ap^d operates Greene 
County Historical Society Museum (see below). 

Estabf/shed: 1970 

.Admission: Donations accepted ^ • 

Open: Monday, 7:00-9:00 p.m.; Wednesday, Friday, and 
Sunday, 2:00-4:00 p.m. 

A 2-story building with historical displays, including the 
first dental chair in Greene County, brought in by covered 
wagon in 1867. In the basement of the museum building 
area typical pioneer kitchen, living room and bedroom, and 
a grocery store . 

A 39-acre tract along the F^accoon River preserved as a 
wildlife habitat and for nature study. Recreational uses 
include boating, hiking, fis|i1ng, picnicking, and camping. 
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# HydeP&rk 

5 miles west and 2% miles south 
of Churdan, Iowa 

Greene County Conservation Board 
Byron Hobart, Executive Officer ' 
61 3 South Chestnut 
Jefferson, Iowa 50129 



A tract of land alon^the Raccoon River, GDnsisting of 57 
acres of timber and high bluffs overlooking the river. As a 
recreational area, the park offers boating, fishing, 
picnicking, and camping. 



Jefferson, Iowa 




• Log e^jbm RepSsca 

Southeast of Jefferson, Iowa 



Mahanay Memorial Carilloa Tower 
Southwest corner of Courthouse 
Square 




Seve/h Hills forest /*' 
(Alleih Forest! ^ 

2 miles soiithw^ of Jefferson, Iowa 

Greeny ^ounty^o'nsejvation Board 
Byron Kobart, Executive Officer 
613, South Chestnut 
Jefferson, l^wa 50129 



r 

► Squirrel ^llow Park 
. 5 milesi northwest of 
/(iippey, Iowa 



.0- 



Gre^e County Conservation Board 
BVron Hobart, Executive Officer 
613 South Chestnut 
Jefferson, Iowa 50129 



Constructed: 1937 

A miniature replica of the home of the first county judge in 
Greene County, William Phillips, erected on the- original 
site. The Phillips log cabin was also used as a courthouse. 

Established: October 1966 

A 165-foot tower, built at a cost of about $350,000^ith 
funds provided by William Floyd Mahanay, a native of 
Jefferson, who died in 1947, Carillort music is played 
periodically during the d^iyand bells chimfe each quarter 
hour. The Dea§an IMew World Carillon includes 32 bells, 
and the 14 bells the top of the tower were cast in 
, Holland, From the enclosed observation platform, reached 
by elevators, visitors have a panoramic view of the city and 
y$t)rrounding countryside. The tower is lighted at night, ' 

The courthouse, dedicated in 1917, Is constructed of 
Bedford stone and contains murals denoting historical 
stages of development of Greene County. A tile mosaic of 
the Greene County seal forms the center of the rotunda 
floor. The Horn of Plenty is a reproduction of the San 
Francisco Exposition cornucopia showing world 
championship Greene County corn. On the courthouse 
grounds is a bronze statue of Abraham Lincoln by the 
English sculptor Hastings, 

An area of 80 acres of rolling hills and native^ hardwood 
timber, offering scenic views of the Raccoon River and the 
town of Jefferson," Intended uses include picnjcking, 
horseback riding, hiking, nature study, and camping. Winter 
sports include sledding, tobogganing, and snowmobiling. 



A 56-acre park In southeastern Greene County, locate on a 
high bluff overlooking the Raccoon River. Much of the area 
is covered with hardwood timber. Many of the 
I m provements-a stone shelterhouse, fireplaces, foot' 
bridges, trails, and roads-were completed by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps in the 1930's, It Is a desirable area for 
fishing, picnicking, hiking, nature study, and camping, and 
Is malrltalned to preserve the natural beauty of the site. 
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37 GREENE 
(continued) 




• Stag^oach Trail! 

4 miles east of Jefferson, Iowa 



Telephone Museum 
Jefferson Telephone Company 
Jefferson, Iowa 50129 



A marker identifies the old Moines-Sioux City 

stagecoach trail (1850-1866) where it passed through this 
area, near Pleasant Hill Church In Grant Township. 

Admission: Free " ' 

Open: Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

A unique collection of historic telephonic equipment ahd 
other articles. 



38 -GRUNDY 



Grundy Center 
b-8 




• Totem Acres Zoo 

Southeast edge of Jefferson, Iowa 
Jefferson Telephone Company 
Jefferson, Iowa 50129 

• Beaman Arboretum 

East edge of Beaman, Iowa, 
adjacent to Bea man-Conrad 
school grounds 

Grundy County Conservation Board 
Samuel K. Gooden, Executive Officer 
P. O. Box 56 

Grundy Center, Iowa 50638 ' 

• Beaver Arboretum 

- 8 miles north of Grundy Center, 
Iowa, a.t junction of highways 
Iowa 14 and 57 

Grundy County Conservation Boarrf 
SamUe^ K. Gooden,* Executive Officer 
P. p. Box 5& 

Grundy Center, Iowa 50638' { 

• Grundy County Historical Society 
Mrs. Roger J. (Nancy) Hook, 
President 

R.R.I 

Grundy Center, lowa^50638 



• Herbert Quick School House 
In Orian Park on G Avenue 
Grundy Center, Iowa 

City Clerk 

Grundy Center, Iowa 50638 



-^ — 



Admission: Free f 

An interesting collection of animals including deer, llamas, 
buffalo, and mountain goats; also exotic birds. 

A 5-acre tract, planted in 1934 by nurseryman and former 
Grundy County Representative Eltis Leppley, v&ith a wide 
variety of native trees and shrubs, labelled for 
identification. Used primarily as a wildlife preserve and 
outdoor classroom for nature study, there are hiking trails 
and limited picnic facilities. 



A sm^W (1 acre), triangular tract of ground established as a 
forestry or arboretum, ^eontaining type^pf trees and shrubs 
native to Iowa, It is used as an outdoor^qlassroom and for 
picnicking, and serves as a shelter for wil^|fe. 

I 



Organized: 1974 

Meetings: Second Wednesday of month y \ 
Number of Members: 50 

Dues: $5.00 anniS&l; $8.00 couple; $10,00 family; $1.00 
student i 

Society members are indexing cemeteries in tGrundy^ 
County *and engaged in other activities to preserve local 
hi^ory. 

A^typical early Iowa' rural schoolhouse. In this building, the 
^oted Iowa author, Herbert Quick ( 1 86 M 625), received all 
of his formal education. He became B teacllier in Grundy 
Center schools at the age of 17, arid continu^ |i is teaching 
career for 20 year3. He read law, became a lawyer in Sioux 
City, and then went into newspaper and magazine work. 
His career as an author began in 1902. Hi^ best known 
books are Vandemari(S Polly, The Hawkeye, The 
Invisible Woman, and One M^n's Life (his auto- 
biography). The school building was origiiially located 
in Colfax Township and was moved to its present locatjo^ 
in 1933 as a tribute to one of Iowa's great visiters. The old 
wooden blackboards, double seats, schoolmaster's desk 
(used by Quick), stove, lamps, tin dinner buckets, waier 
bucket and dipper, old maps, and textbook's are preseryec^, 
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[yiiiier MemdriaS P^rk 

8!4 miles west of Grundy Center, Iowa, 

along Iowa 175 ' . ' 

^ (3rundV County Conservation Bfoard. 
Samuel K. Qooden, Executive Officer 
P.O. Box 56 

Grundy Center, Iowa 50638 

Roadman IP^rk 

Along Iowa 57, about 1 mile 

west of Dike, Iowa 

Grundy County Conservation Board 
Samuel K. Gooden, 
Executive Officer 
P. 0. Box 56 

Grundy Center, Iowa 50638 

Guthrie County Histoncal Society 
Guthrie Center, Iowa 

Mrs. Frances Passmore, President 
Panora, Iowa 50216 



Guthrie County School 
Panora, Iowa 




A 3nacre roadside park or rest area* ^hich includes the site 
of the birthplace of Ida M. Miller, the first white child born 
in Melrose Township. A boulder marker with bronze plaque 
identifies the site. A' small stream borders the north side of 
the area. Picnic tables are available. 



A 10-acre area including ^me timber, fishing ponds, and an 
early log cabin, restored after being moved from another 
location. Activities include picnicking, hiking, and camping. 
The park is named for Dr. C. J, Roadman, who previously 
owned the land. 



Organized: 1941 v 
Meetings: Second Sunday of month, alternating Iptween 

Guthrie Center and Panora , 
Number of Mennbers: 40 
Dues: $1.00 annual ' 

Activities Jncludie th^ marking of historic sites of local 
interest, compiling lists of all veterans 'buried in Guthrie 
County, and issuing a supplement to the original Guthrie 
County Centennial History published in 1951. A county 
historical museum is maintained (see Tjjrn of the Century 
Museum, below). A' rural schoolhduse has been preserved 
and furnished, and may be visited during the Guthrie 
County Fair. 

Organized in 1876; this is the only example of a county 
high school to be established in Iowa ^jnder an 1870 raw. 
County high schools were first authorized on March 12,- 
1858, but none were fuNy organized in Iowa under this law. 
Local feeling that existed to the detriment of the county 
high school after it was establi^hed became less intense with 
the passage of time. In 10 yegrs, attendance had increased 
from less than 50^pupils to around 200 by 1886, and the 
influence of the county high school upon the teachers 
became "more apparent each term," according to a report 
from the Guthrie ^County Superintendent of Schools. 

The Guthrie County School was in existence until 1930. In 
all, there haV^e been 3 buildings on this sitte. A 2-story 
wooden frame building originally served as the courthouse 
when Panora wa? the county seat. After Guthrie Center 
emerged as the winner in the county seat "war," the 
building became a school. This was a)on outgrown and was 
replaced by a brick building designed by early Iowa 
architect William Foster. The cornerstone of the third and 
present building was laid in 1898. After the Guthrie County 
School was discontinued in 1930, this last building was 
used by the Panora -Linden Community School District 
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(continued) 



GuHiFic County &hool 
(continued) / 



• Iowa Watershed Divide Marker 
West of Guthrie Center, Iowa 



until 1974. At that time, a new junior-senior high school 
was opehed at the west edge of town and the old bdilding^ 
was sold to the town. It was then leased to Guthrie county"' 
Conservation Board early in 1975 to be preserved as a 
memorial and museum. Alumni of the school have located 
pictures and other articles for display. The gymnasium, 
which had been added to the old Guthrie County School 
building, has been, dedicated as a Veterans Memorial 
Ayditorium. - - 

s ^ ■ ■ 
Panora Is a contraction of panorama, the word used by the 
• pioneers to describe the view from the site selected for the 
town. 

«>- 

A sign marking the Missouri and IVIississlppi Rivers 
Watershed Divide. The highest point in southern Iowa 
(1,413^'feet above sea level) Is In the town of Adair, located 
near the Adair-Guthrie County border (see Adair County). 
From there, water flows east into Middle River and on into 
the Mississippi River, and west into Turkey and Nodaway 
Creeks and on into thi Missouri River. 



• Lenon Mills 

Soutii edge of Panora, Iowa > 

Guthrie County Conservation Board 
Samupl E. Robinson, Chairman 
703 iNorth 2nd Street 
Guthrie Center, Iowa 501 15 



• Nation's Bridge P^rk 

^% rpiles ncjntth of Stuart, Iowa 

' Guthrie County Conservation Board 
Samuel E. Robinson, ^hairman 
703 North 2nd Str^ 
Guthrie Center, Iowa 50115 

• Sheeder Prairie 

6 miles west of Guthrie Center, }ow^ 
on iQwa 44, then 1 mile north and 
% mile east 

State Conservation Commission 
State Office Buildrng * 
300 fiourth Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 



One of several early mill sites in the county. The Panora 
Woolen Min was built in 1861-62 by James and John Cline, 
when Panora was the county seat. In 1877, the mill/was 
converted to a water-powered flour mill which operated 
until 1940; This was a frame building, since torn down 
(1959). The dam is the only one remaining on the Middle 
Raccoon River. A historical marker, made from one of the 
old millstones, is at the site. Bluffs line the west bank of the ' 
river .^Native trees include ash, elm, cottonwood, locust, and 
oak. Fishing, picnicking, and camping are permitted. 

A 38-acre she bounded pn one side^y the South Raccoon 
River. The area Includes mature timber, heavy underbrush, 
bottomland, bottomland marsh, and uplands. Most of the 
area is in its natural, undisturbed state. Fishing, picnicking, 
camping, and nature trails are featured. ^ 



i 



Acquired: 1961 . 

A 25-acre native prairie, set aside as a natural monument to 
preserve the original flora. This is the n^ost recently 
acquired of the 4 areas of virgin prairie now owned by the 
State of Iowa. Sheeder Prafrle offers an outstanding display 
of prairie wild flowers through the seasons. More than 180 
species have been identified, including pasqSe flower, 
butterfly weed, wood lily, phlox, rattlesnake master, 
gentian, blazingstar, and various sunfloweVs. The prairie is 
used by students attending the annual Teachers 
Conservation^amp at Springbrook State Park during the 
summer months. 

i 
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Springbrook Stat6 Park 

7 miles north of Guthrie Center, Iowa 

and 1 mile east on Iowa 384 

Park Officer 
P.O.Boxl42,R. R. 1 
Guthrie Center, Iowa 50115 
or 

State Conservation Commission 

State Office Building 

300 Fourth Street 

Des Moin^, Iowa 50319 




Turn of ttie Century Museum 
Panora, Iowa 

Guthrie County Conservation Board 
Samuel E. Robinson, Chairman 
703 North 2nd Street 
Guthrie Center, lovya 501 1 5 
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Webster City '• 
0-6 



ERIC 



Bell's Mill P^rk 

5 miles northeast of 
Stratford, Iowa 

Hamilton County Conservation 
Board ^ 

Brian Holt, Executive Officer 
R. R'. 1 

Webster City, .1 owa 50595 



DESCRIPTION 



Acquired: 1926 



A 680-acre beauty spot, heavily wooded, and containing a 
Veat variety of flora. Once called King Park, it was 
renamed for a small spring-fed stream, whi6h was dammed 
to create a 27-acre lake of riear, blue watei\The road used 
by pioneers of the mid-1800's runs through th^ park. Miles 
of nature trails wind through the hills and valleys and 
around the lake. Every kind of bird native to Iowa may be 
seen In the sanctuary, as well as deer, squirrels, rabbits, and 
other wildlife. Because of the abundance of plants and 
animals and the central location of the Park, the Iowa 
Teachers Consisrvation Camb is held here at the 
• Conservation Education Center/ each year from June until 
August (2 sessions of 3 weeks dach) , sponsored by the State 
Conservation Commrssion, th6 State Qepartment of Public 
Instruction, and the University of Northern Iowa. The 
Center was designated a National Environmental Education 
Landmark in 1 973 by the National Park Service. 

The former Chicago, Milwaukee, St. 
Paul, and Paciftc Railroad depot has 
been repaired and repainted and 
converted to ^a museum." The 
railroad maintained a depot in 
Panora for 89 years. The second 
depot, built sometime before 1902 
and later enlarged, was abandoned 
\ in 1968 after which it was moved 
to the present site. 

The 2.3*acre site also includes a 
machinery building, with open 
court, where antique farm 
equipment and vehicles are on 
display, and -a museum building 
^ with exhibits of hand tools, 

household equipment, personal 
effects, an old printing press, lathe, 
dental chair, old telephone 
equipment," and other items of 
historic Interest. vA blacksmith 
shop, log cabin, and other additions 
\ ^ . are in future development plans. 

Established: 1924 

All thdt remains of a once bustling and prosperous gristmill 
on the Boone River is an old iron mill wheel, identified by a 
memorial plaque. The first mill was built near here in 1853 
and was rebuilt in 1867. About 1870 the mill was sold to 
members of the Bell family, who kept the mill wheel busy 
day and night. , 

The mill was the scene of a tragedy In 1883 when Van 
Perry, son of the miller, fell into the millrace and was 
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Y^Beil's mi Park 
(continued) 



DESCRIPTSON 




puHed under the mill wheeK When^the father investigated to 
see what had stopped the wheel, he found his son's body. 
The gristmill was closed on March 2, 1888 when the owner, 
Benjamin Bell, died (see Vegors Cemfetery, Webster County) 
and a flood washed out the dam. The mill building 
remained until 1903 when it was torn down; the lumber 
was used to build a bam near Stratford. At low water, some 
of the foundation timbers may still be seen* at the dam site. 

The 8-acre park includes the old Charles Smith log cabin, 
the Marion Center School (moved from its original location 
about 7 miles away), and a shelter house. Facilities are 
provided for picnicking, campingj and fishing. 

A SQrghum mill, located uphill from the river, has been in 
operatiqn for over 30 years. A 25-ton steam-powered mill, 
and boiler were obtained in 1970 from a mill dn the Turkey 
River at Clermont and installed in a metal shed which also 
houses a collection of odds and ends. Sorghum stalks are 
cut into 4-inch lengths and fed into a huge press. The juice 
runs into a trough which feeds into a storage tank before 
being poured into the steam pans. From 10 to 14 gallons of 
juice are required to make a gallon of syrup, which takes 3 
to 4 hours of cooking. The juice must be skimmed 
peri'odipally to -remove the green plant chlorophyll as it 
floats to the top. If this is not done, the syrup has a bitter 
taste. The fihished sorghum fs poured into cooling pans and 
then into jars, ready for isale.-The sorghum mill is open 
daily except ^|||cJaV' season. 

In back of tf{^)rghum mill is the Iowa Mystery House, 
where water swears to run uphiir, a plumb bob hanging 
from the ceilir^ seems to point to the horizon instead of 
down, and a broom stands by itself. 



• Bonebright Museum 

Wilson Brewer IVIemorial Park 
Webster City, Iowa 



Briggs Woods 

2 -miles south of Webster City, 
along Iowa 17 

Hamilton County Conservation Board 
Brian Holt, Executive Officer 
R. R. 1 

Webster City, Iowa 50595 



Admission: Free 

Two adjoining log cabins housing relics of early Iowa. The 
cabins, built in .1850 and 1856, were moved to the old 
Wilson Brewer place. On display are tools, field implements, 
home furnishings, cooking utensils, and other articles that 
belonged to Hamilton County pioneers. It was the 
expressed wish of Frank Bonebright • (1868-1934) to 
"enlighten the future generations and thereby inspire them 
with keen appreciation of the indomitable courage and 
persistent accomplishments of the pioneer progenitors." 

Established: April 17, 1919 

A park of 497 acres, adjacent to the Boone River, which 
has been a popular recreational area for many years. The 
original 60-acre tract was given to Hamilton County by Mrs. 
Thirza Briggs Aldrrfch in memory of pioneer settler^ Ulis 
and Ellen Briggs. Old-growth hardwood trees cover most of 
the' area. Edible mushrooms are to be found in the cool, 
moist humus of north-facing slopes. The public is permitted 
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; • (continuedT* 



Brig^ Woods 
Tcontmued) 
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• Hamilton County Historical Soci^ 
Webster City, Iowa 

^ George V. Goeldner, President ' , 
745 Walnut Street 
Webster City, Iowa 50595 



Armstrong House ^ 
(Hancock County Memorial Museum) 
Britt^lowa « 

Mrs. R.O, Hqchhaus, Museum Curator 
625 3ry>Street,S.W.'> 
Bri<t, Iowa 50423 ^ 




Concord Park 

Yz mile south of Garner, Iowa 

Hancock County Conservation Boar^J 
Apson Avery, Chairman 
Goodell, Iowa 50439 



. to gather mushrQarns,-j5uts^.vvUd--beFries>-and fruits, bijt 
wild flowers and other plants may not be disturbed. 
Visitors maV englage in picnicking, camping, fishing, 
boatingi, swimming, hiking, and nature study. A wild flower 
trail has been laid out by the Town and Country Garden 
Club, and Boy ScQuts have made signs identifying the trees 
and plants. There is an 80-acre artificial lake and a 9*hole 
^If cdurse in the park, and during the winter months, there 
are opportunitl^ for skiing, coasting, and ice skating. 
Facilities are available for handicapped persons. 



incorporated: October 15, 1941 
Dues: $3.00 annual 



Q 



The Society became inactive after it was originally organ- 
ized, but was reactivated in 1974. The 1912 History of 
Hamiiton Courjty^iowa b^. W. Lee was reprinted in 1975, 
and an 1875 map of Hamilton County reproduced.' 

Constructed: 1896 

Admission: $0.50; children, $0.25 

Op&n: 1st and 3rd Saturdays and 2nd and 4th Sundays, 

April to October; also on Hobo Day in August ' 
* and during Christmas Fair in November; other 

times by appointment 

A larjge frame house, built in 1896 for Brltt banker Lewis 
^Larson, was presented to Hancock County Historical 
Society July 7, 1969. In 1914, the house and bank were 
purchased by H. C. Armstrong from Mr. Larson. Mr. 
Armstrong's sons-Niel, Dean, and Gordon-ndonated the 
hpuse to the Society, in memory of their parents. The 
house was opened to tha^public in 1970, and is maintained 
as the Hancock County Memorial Museum. 

Woodwork in the house is yellow pine and oak. Doors are 
thick and heavy, and hand catvings decorate the staircase. 
Mqrble was used for a fireplace and a sink, and there d^re 
small stained-glass windows upstairs. The library includes a 
d^sk and chairs ' used by Governor John Hammill 
(1875-1936), Other furnishings and exhibits include 
^itchen utensils, a butter churn, soap kettle, curtain 
stretchers, wall telephone, an organ, period chairs, hand- 
crafted floor lamps, eariy carpenter tools, clothing, and a 
dentist's foot-powered drill. 

Old Concord Courthouse Square, located in a 2-acre park 
with camping and picnicking facilities. For nearly 3 
decades, prior to 189^, Concord was the county seat of 
Hancock County. A 2-story brick courthouse, valued ^t 
$1Q,000, was first occupied in 18^. With the completion 
of the new courthouse in' Garner, the old courthouse and 
grounds at Concord were sold. In 1906, a tabernacle was 
erected on the grounds and used for religious meetings by 
the German, Methodist Episcopal Church, as well as for high 
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(continued) 



• Ea^e Lake Pdrk 

3 miles east and 1 mile north 
V of Britt, Iowa 

Hancock County Conservation Board 
Anson Avery, Chairman 
Goodell, Iowa 50439 



Eldred'Sherwood Park 

3 miles east and 1 mile north 

of Goodell, Iowa 

/ 

Hancock County Conservation Board 
Anson Avery, Chairman 
Gpodell, Iowa 50439 



Hancock Cpunty Historical Society 
Garner, Iowa 



Alfred Josten, President 
1140 Maben Street 
Garner, Iowa 50438 



Pilot Knob State Park ^ 
4 mjles east and*1 mile south of 
For^ City on Iowa 332 

State Conservation Commission 
State Office Building 
300 Fourth Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 




schooh graduation exercises. This frame building had a * 
seating capacity of approximately 700 peofile. Wooden 
benches were used. ^ 

A 21-apre park, owned by the State of Iowa and operated 
by Hancock County under a management agreement, 
located on Eagle Lake, a natural lake. The park is used for 
picnicking dnd, camping, and there are hiking' trails. An 
BddltionaiyJ6 acres on tfie shore of Eagle Lake, is a 
forest preserve, bemg maintained in its natural state. The 
'area is used as an outdoor classroom for teaching the 
natural sciences. 

A 100-acre recreational area and wildlife preserve, 
containing ^n artifical lake (?;?^cres), with facilities for 
picnicking, swimming, fishing, hiking, and camping. Trails 
have been developed for nature study, an^a reforested ^a 
is utilized as an outdoor classroom. A variety of nsaive 
prairie wyd flowers grow^here. » — ' ^ 



Organized: My ^2,^^^^ 
incorporated: May>12, 1967 ; 
Annuai Meeting: First Wednesday in May 
Number of Members: 373 
Dues: $1.00 annual; $20.00 life 

Meetings feafu?e programs on historical subjects, and are 
Keld in variousAowns in Hancock County. The Armstrong 
House (see above) wq? acquired in 1969 and is maintained 
as a memorial museum.- 

A 369-acre tract of hills and ridges, 
heavify wooded witfj native 
\« hardwoods and containing a wide 

variety of shrubs and flowering 
plants, provides an outstanding 
.1 nature study ^rea. Rare specimens 
found here include the sundew 
plant and a floating bed of 
sphagnum moss ^ spring*fed Dead 
Man's Lake, a variety of pond lily 
found nowhere else in Iowa, and a 
unique species of red-back mic^. 
Pilot Knob,* one of many 
odd-shaped glacial formations in 
t^e- area, is one of the highest 
elevations in Sowa, rising^about 300 
feet above the surrounding valley. 
In pioneer days this morainal 
deposit oi clay, gravel, and boulders 
left by the edge of the Wisconsin 
Glacier (ivhen it rapidly meltdd over 
50,000 years ago, was a landmark 
used to guide travelers. From the 
/ 40-foot -high stone lookout tower 
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Eldora 
D-7 



• Timberland Museum ^ 
3 n)\\es southeast of 
Pilot Knob State Park ' 

Arlo Johnson, Owner 
Forest City, Iowa 50436 

0 Bigeloyfl^rk 

3 miles northwest of Alden, Iowa 

\. 

Hardin.County Conservation Board 
Irwin Burns, Executive Off icel* ^ 
Ackley, Iowa 50601 



Ellsworth Museum 

Fir^ floor of Caroline Hall 

'Iowa Fall^, Iowa 

WHIiarn Schmidt 
Ellsworth Community College 
1100 qgllege Street 
Iowa FaJIs, Iowa 50126 



0 




Rowing Well Parl^ 

414 miles South of Afden, Iowa 

or^lowa359^ 

Hardin County Conservation Board 
Irwin Burns, Executive Offi(ir 
Ackley, Towa 50601 



• . on Pilot Knob may be seen a larger 

- area of fertile land thah itpm 
^ anywhere else in Iowa. The bird's 
. ^ eye view extends in all directions as 

far as 35 miles. The pattern of 
• fields, meadows, woodiands, farms, 
and nearby towns varies with the 
\ seasons. Parts of the park have been 
. set aside as a State Preserve, but 
picnicking and camping are 
: permitted In designated areas. ' 

Established: 1940 V , ^ 

Admission: |0.35; cWldren under 12 free ' 
Open: Sunday only. May 15 to November 1 ; other timi 
^appointment ' 

CQrtlains early pioneer and Indian relics of the area. 

A lO-acre park located on the northern boundary of Hardin 
^County along the Iowa River. Native. grasses, prairie wild 
flowers, shrubs, and timber are preserved In their natural 
state, and the area is used a^ an.ovrtdoor classroom. Boating, 
fishing, and picnicking on the "north side of nhe river are 
also permitted. 



Open: During college hours, or by appointment . ~ 

A valuable collection of more than 
•500 mounted bird and animal 
specimens, birds'^ eggs, Itidian 
artifacts, and rock specimens. The 
^ \j^Hdlife collection was purchased in 
1904 from Morton. Peck, ^ former 
Instructor at the college. His father, George Peck, a 
self-taught taxidermist, built a log cabiri on the banks of the 
Cedar River late In the 19th Century to house the.orlginal 
collection. He Meft the area In 1908 for a "lack of open' 
living space" and, by the 1930's, the collection had to be 
placed- in storage due to a shortage of display space. 
Reconstruction of the museum yvas begun In 1959. Many of 
the species ^ display, such as the whooping crane, have 
become rare and may no longer be collected. Sketches and 
identification cards have been added to the displays for the 
benefit of visitors. ^ 

A place that has been popular with travelers for many years 
because of the fjowing well and the sheltered beauty of the 
area. The old wagon road went through the pai^k. Native 
trees and bushes attract song birds, and beaver are 
establl^ed in the area. The 6-acre park provides facilities 
for picnickers and fishermen. Buckeye Cemetery is adjacent 
to the park. - I ^ 
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HARDIN 

(continued) 



Gehrke Wildlife Area ^ 

4 m^es soLftheaSt of Buckeye, Iowa 

Hardin County Conse^tion Board 
Irwin" Burns, Executive Officer 
Ackley, Iowa 50601 



A 6-acre area of wet mafshy land fqd by springs, with treesT 
on the>- higher elevations. The tract offers nesting and 
habitat for wildlife. ^ 



• Hardin County Historical Society 
P.O. Box 187 

Eldora, Iowa 50627 , , * 
* 

Mrs. Howell (Emma) Boyd, President 
' 1713 12th Street 
Eldora, Iowa* 50627 ' ' 

Kermith Huehn, Curator 
^ Eldora; Iowa 5062^ , 



• Iowa River Green Belt 

Along the Iowa River from Iowa Falls 
U south to Union, Iowa ^ 

^ Hardin County ^nservation Board 

Irwin Burns, Executive Officer ' 
. Ackley, lowa^ 50601 ' 



Incorporated: December 1970 - 
Meeuhgs: Spcondl Monday of month; afmual meeting in u 

January " ^ '. 

Number of Members: 115 
Dues.' $10.00 annual . . ' ' ^ ' 
Museum Open: Sundays, except during winter months, or 
by appointment • ^ 

The Society owns and maintains a 17'ro6m Victorian hous^ 
as a county rpuseum and historical library. One of the last 
remaining log cabip^ in Hardin County has been acquired ' 
and is being moved to Eldora for restoration. The 1883 
History of Hardin County has been reprinted with an added * 
name index. - . . 

More than 1 ,5oo acres, scattered along the Iowa River with 
^ its timbered bluffs, providing an opportunity for'fishing, 
picnicking,* boating, hiking, camping, and nature study. 
Certain^ areas are set aside as wilderness preserves and"" 
wildlife habitat, and are used as outdoor classrooms. Some 
of the few fully timbered, wild areas left^ in this part of , 
Iowa are included In the Green Belt. Iowa author Herbert 
Quick referred to this* area as the "Iowa R iver ^orge." 

The lush woodland is primarily oak and hickory with 
maples, birch, and asp^in. Wild flowers founcj here include ' 
hepatica, spring b^uty, bloodroot, Mayapple, Jack-in-the- 
pulpit, showV orchis; marsh n^arigold, wood anemone, and 
rue anemone. Great numbers of birds also frequent the ar^a.. 

a 

Evidence of Indian villages and campsites occlirs 
throughout the area. Stone arrowf^ds, knives, Hammers, 
and other tools have bieen (;ecovered from the numerous 
archeological sites. The Indians found the area ideal for 
huQting nearly 10,000 years ago. ' 

" Following along thS '30-mile stretch ^of the Iowa River, 
early settlers founded' Hardin City in 1854 at a horseshoe 
bend in the river. The settlement grew to b^ome one of 
the largest towns in central Iowa, with a^ post office • 
(1855-81)^ numerous stores, a mill, and hotel. Eagle City 
was located severaVmiles©n u|:Ktream and had« post office 
from 1878 until 1885. Along the river upstream from 
Steamboat Rock (see below), placer gold was panned , 
during a short-lived "gold rush/' Extensive clay beds in the 
area were u§ed to sgpply a pottery factory. 
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# Ira Nichols Bird and 
^ Flower threservo 
Iowa R)lls« Iowa 

Hdrdin County Conservation Board 
' Irwin Burns, Executive Officer 
Ackley, Iowa 506D1 



Long n/femorial* Rark 

1! mile east of Union, Iowa 

Hardin County Conservation Board 
Irwin Burns, Executive Officer . 
Ackley, Iowa 50601 



OESCRIPTION 



A i6*acre natural area, maintainjed as a bird, wildlife, and 
botanical preserve. The land was purchased- by Mr. Nichols 
1n 1930 and is enclosed by a high chain link fence. The 
refuge is surrounded by bluffs and is crossed by Elk Run 
before it enters* the lowa River. A variety of bjrds may be* 
seeh year-round, and the preserve includes ngtive woodland 
wild flowers, shrubsi, and trees. Footpaths andnatyre trails^ 
afford access to the area, which is used as an outdoor^ 
classroom. There is a small pTcnic area. * 

A 6-acre park along the Ibwa River, which provides^ an, 
opportunity for fishing and boating. This was the site of an* 
old nrfill. There are picnicking and camping facilities, while 
another part of the area set aside^ a wildlife refuge. 



Pine Lake State l^rk 

North of Eidora on lovi/a 1 18 

State Conservation Commission 

Stat^ Office Building 

300 Fourth Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319 



Steamboat Hock-Tower Rockv 

Fallen Ropk Pvrk 
South edge of Steamboat R^ock, Iowa 

Hardin County Conservation Board 
Irwin Burns, Execytive Officer 
Ackley, Iowa 50601 





Estabiished: 1921 " 

A 548-acre area with 2 connected lakes. Upper Pihe Lake 
(101 acres) and Lower Pine Lake (65 acres), formed by 
impounding Pine Creek near its junction with the Iowa / 
River. When the dam was construtted in 1922 to create/ 
Lower Pine Lake, it became Iowa's first state-owned' 
artificial lake. The first geological survey Mn the territory in 
1848 showed the Pine Lake area to be^ostly sandstdhe 
undermined by crevices, ipaves, and springs. The native 
sandstone has been used in the construction of the lodge, 
cabins, and retaining wails. Hiking traifs lead to native white 
pines over 250 years old, and ^ variety of other trfe, wild 
flowers, and shrubs. Several Indian mounds are located 
within the park. Recreational facilities include a^^-hole golf 
course, campground, picnic areas, bathhouse and beach,' 
and snowmobile trails. 

Within this 21 -acre park, which is part of the Iowa River 
Green Belt (see above), are 2 unusual limestone 
formations-* Steamboat Rock, ranging in height from 20 to 
30 feet above the Iowa River, and Tower Rock, rising from 
30 to 90 feet above the water. At one time Steamboat 
R^ck, from which the town is named, projected out into 
the river, and looked like a steamboat. Unfortunately, this 
protruding point has broken off. Tower Rock has many 
names and initials inscribed on it, some dating back to the 
early 1860's. At its base is a large clear spring. Fallen Rock 
shades a deep bank of boulders where a number of rare 
plants may be seen which usually are found only much 
farther north. These include paper and yellow "birch, white 
pine, various ferns, red baneberry, mosses, and liverworts. 
The plants have descended from those growing here since 
the last glacier retreated 'from what is now Iowa, The cool, 
damp habitat has enabled these plants to resist the intrusion 
of prairie plants that have taken over elsewhere in this 
vicinity. 
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Beitr^nd (Steamboat) Laboratory 
and Artifact E^ibit Rdom 
De Sotb ^National Wildlife Refuge, 
south of Refuge Headquarters, off 
U.S. 30 l?etvveen Missourf Valley^ Iowa 
and Blair, Nebraska 



Logan 
F-1 




Admission: Free . 

Open: Daily, 9:C0 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Closed Noveniber 1 5 to 
April 15 

The wreck of the sternwheeler Bert^^and, one of over 250 
steamboats lost to the Missouri River between 1819 and 
1897. The excavation site is located in the central part of 
De Soto National Wildlife |^efuge. 

During the mid-19th Century, steamboats played a major ^ 
role in the settlement, development, and progress of our 
Nation. The Missouri River was used to ^Ip large quan^iti^ 
of supplies to the military forts, fur trading posts, frontier 
settlements, and mining camps of the West. The Missouri 
wras a hazardous river for^ steamboats, with Its constantly 
changing course, shifting* ^ndbars, snags, and floating 
debris. ' * 

The Bertrand was built at Wheeling, West Virginia in 1864 
for the Montana and Idaho Lines, at a cost of about 
$65,000. The steamboat measured 161 feet from bow to 
stern, ^fe/as 40 feet wide, and weighed 215 tons. The 
sternwheeler was double- hulled and ,was further 
strengthened by a covering of V2' iron plates aroun^he 
bow. ^ 

The Bertfand, under veteran riverman Qaptain Jam^ Yore, 
was on her maiden voyage from St. Louis, Missouri and 
headed for Fort Benton, Montana Territory when it hit a 
snag or a sandbar, split amidships, and sank on April Fool's 
Day, 1865 at De Soto Bend, about 4 miles downstream < 
from the river village of De Soto, Nebraska Territory. This / 
was Just 13 days beWe ^President Abraham Lincoln was / 
^sassin^ted. The boat sank in a matter, of minutes, barely / 
allowing time for cr6w and passengers to get off, but/ 
without loss of life. Subsequently, the Missouri River 
changed channels at least 4 times, the wreck was covered 
with sand and silt, records of its location lost, and the boat 
was then all but forgotten. The wreckage was left a mjte 
away from the new main channel. Part of the 
superstructure and some cargo were renfoved following the 
* sinking, but the treacherous water and the shifting 
'Sandbars, plus the limited facilities then available, made any 
major salvage attempt imix)$sible. However, stories 
persisted of gold and mercury still in the hold, and this 
encouraged treasure hunters to search for the boat. The > 
4!^-foQt'deep hold of the 161-foot-long hull tivas crammed 
with cargo when the Bertrand left St. Louis. This Included 
450 steel flasks of mercury, weighing 176 pounds each; ' 
about $4,000 in gold and silver coins; possibly' ^ ,000 
gallons of whiskey; and a vVide variety of consumer /goods 
destined for Montana merchants. The total value of the 
mercury alone was said to be about $250,000 at today's 
prices, making the Bertrand the most valuable of the Wrecks 
occurring on the^Missouri River before the turn, of the 
century. 
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(continued)^ 



Bertrond (Steamlboat) Laboratoi7" 
and Artifact Exhibit Room 
(continued) 



Blair Nebr 



<^> Missouri Nfalley la : 




Entrance 



Ip the fall of 1967, J^ss Pursell and Sam Gorbino, both of 
Omaha, obtained a permit from the Government to search 
' for the Bertrand. Electronic metal-detecting. equipment was 
used and core samples were tpken to locate the boat On 
February 28, 1968, test borings prpduc^ bits of lead> tin 
wood, lather, tallow, glass, and firebrfck. The neck of a 
bottle with a strong odor of whiskey was also recovered 
and probes indicated the rough outline of a large boat. The 
site was excavate and a portfon of the hull was finally 
exposed in October 1968. The first items of cargo removed 
were Dr. J. Hostetter's Celebrated St^ach Bitters, a patent 
medicme containing about 36 percent alcohol On 
November 25, 1968, a box of Superior Palm Sogp, from 
Goodwin Anderson and Company of St. Louis, la'belted 
"Stores-^Bertrand" was found, which serv^ to identify the 
. sunken steamboat, 103 years after it went down The hull 
wa^covered with 30 feet of sand, lafeet under the water . 
table. Continuous pumping. was ^lec^sary to keep the 
excavation dry while salvage operations were in progress. 
After removal of all cargo, the we^l points and pumps were 
pulled and the excavated hole refilled with water within 6 
hours. The Bertrand was placed on the IMational Register of 
Historic Places March 24, 1969. The steamboat will remain 
^n Its watery grave until preservation and display methods 
are worked out. There is a historical marker at>the site. 

The rare find gives a perfect cross section of 19th Century 
frontier life. Typical items include stoneware crockery, 
glassware, lanterns, matches, gunpowder. Howitzer shells,' 
picks, shovels, ax^, plows, miners' hats, miners' boots,' 
men's clothing, baby shoes, toys, canned peaches and 
cherries, peanuts and almonds in the shtll, Drake's 
Plantation Bitters, and Kelly's Old Cabin Bittlrs. (Bitters 
were really booze, sold as medicine to ^cape paying 
Federal liquor taxes,) 

The terms of the formal "treasure trove" contract provided 
that the Government would receive 40 percent of the gross 
value of the merdury or quicksilver, gold, and whiskey, and 
the treasure hunters 60 percent. Everything else became the ^ 
property of the Federal Government. Only 9 of the 
mercury flasks were recovered, no gold was discovered, and 
the whiskey found was of no monetary value. However, an 
^Imated two million separate items were removed from 
the cargo hold. Nearly all of ^his priceless cargo, which 
went to the Government under the salvage agreement, was 
in good condition, although waterlogged.* On October 18, 
1972, Pursell and Corbino filed a lawsuit against the U.S. 
government to recover the costs of their salvage operations, ' 
estimated at more than $100,000. The case is still in the 
courts a 975). 

It took over 4 years to-study, clean, and catalog the relics 
salvaged. More than 2 million artifacts recovered from the 
Bertrand remain in a controlled-environment building. 
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Bertrand (Sleamboat) laboratory 
and AirtSfact Exhibit Room 
(continued) 



Meanwhile, ^me of these items may be seen In the 
Bertrand Laboratory and Artifact Exhibit Room at the 
headquarters of Oe Soto National Wild^ife Refuge. p 

Here displays tell the saga of this Missouri River steamboat. 
In a Country Store replica are the bottles, cans, boxes, ancj' 
other containers with the origina^ contents as found in the 
boat. 




9 Da SotoNatDOff^aS WoldSofe RefuQS , 
Iowa - Webrasica 

U.S, Department of the Interior 
f i^fi and Wildlife Service 
bureau of Sport Fisheries' 
andWildirfe 

Refuge Manager 

De Soto National Wildlife Ref ugq 
Route 1-B r-r^ 
lissouri Valley, Iowa 5J355 




This public use area, part of a 
network of [Rational VJfildlife 
Refuges, is a major feeding and 
resting place for geese and plucks 
migrating along the Missouri River 
Valley. Up to 1110,000 snow and <i 
blue geese use this migration 
stopover during their flights 
between Arctic nesting grounds and 
Gulf <3oast wintering areas. Up to 
,250,000 ducks, mostly mallards, . 
also congregate at the refuge. The 
peak months of waterfowl use ^are 
"March and April, and October and 
November. About 3,700 ^cfes of 
the 7,800 acres included in the 
refuge are planted on a share basis 
with nieighborii|(|^farmers. The 
refuge's share^(||gf;\is food is left 
standing for Wildlife, Nature foods 
> ^ supplement these crops for wildlifef 
species. Bald eagles may siso be 
' sssn perched in trees along De Soto Lake. In addition, 
wading and shore birds, including piping plover and least 
terns, nest within the refuge. Many species of sQngbirds 
may be found throughout the year. Mud b&nks provide ; 
burrowing sites for bank swallows. Ring-neckec^ pheasants 
and^quail inhabit the area. Among the mammals to be seen 
are white-tailed deer, raccoons, muskrat, opposum, beaver, , 
fox, squirrel, cottontails, mink, and coyote., 

There are designatol areas for mushrooro picking and for 
swimming, in season. Ice fishing is permitted in January and 
' February. Boating and water' skiing are permitted in 
accordance with State and Federal regulations. Picnic 
faciliti^ are available at a number of locations. 

The first record of white men/in this section of the Missouri 
Valley was on August 3, 1304, when the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition stopped overnight at a campsite just below the 
old river loop knoyvn as De Soto Bend. Herds of buffalo 
(bison), grazed on the prairie of these rich river bottoms. 
Later, river boats, belching smoke as they hauled cargo and 
passengers on the Missouri, helped open up the West. 



ERIC 



102 



coy(ytVAND 

Cdl3N*YSEAT; 
LO0At|O^a ON MAP 



WAME AND JLOCATION 



DESCRIPTOON 



' 43 • 



9\ 



Do Soto National WoldlSfo Refuge 
(oontinued)' 



Hamson County Historicoll Socooty 
we East 6th Street 
Lpgan, Iowa 51546 

IVlrs. W. E. Darrington, 
Presidertt * . 

Persia, lovva 51563 

Hdrrison Co.unty HtstoneaKVillaoe 
(formerly Preston Niles Pioneer 
Village and Museum} . 
3 miles northeast of Missouri Valley , 
Iowa on U.S. 30 ' - 

Harrison County Conservatiorf Board 
Ken Berney, Executive Officer 
ft. R.2 

Bgx 44 - • 

\)VoodbineJowa 51579 



Magnolia Memorial Log Cabin 
and Museum 
Magnolia, Iowa 

Mrs. Frank Thomas, Caretaker 
Magnolia, Iowa 51550 



8 
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tint. Pleasant 
Mi ^ 



"f4- 



• Benjamin Chapd 
9 miles northwest of 
Mount Pleasant, Iowa; 
on the Salem-Trentoii 
road 

^Guy Messer / 
R. R. 2 / 
Mount Pleasant, l<^wa 52641 
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In 1960 construction of a new channel for the Missouri 
River was completed, cutting off the old river bend or 
oxbow and forming De Soto Lake, a 7-mile-long, 800-acre 
impoundment. A levee protects it from flooding. This old 
bend in the Missouri River, now isojated from the main 
river channel, provides habitat for waterfowl and fish, and 
is the main.recreational attraction of the refuge. 

Organised: 1968 ^ * ( 

Maintains and operates Harrison County Historical Village 
(see belovtf). Vhe 1891 history of the county has been 
reprinted. ^ 



Established: 1938 

Admission: $0.75; children, 6-12, $0.25 
Open: Tu^day through Saturday, 10:00 a.m.*5:00 p.m.; 
Sunday, 1 ;00-6:00 p.m.; May through September. 
^ Closed Monday.^ ^ 

< 

Collection- of 10,000 Items, contained in 9 buildings. 
Included are pioneer Iowa relics, early farm machinery, 
tools, Indian artifacts, war relics, antiqufibjpys, a peddler's 
wagon, and dioramas of lovtfe historyxj^^-^^ and packt 
saddle used by General Grenville IvT, it?«i|e while he 
surveyed for the Union Pacitjp Railrti^lh Iowa is pn 
display. One building is devoted to the hi^ory of corn. A ' 
'pioneer log cabin (1853), old schoolhouse, chapel, and ^n 
1856 stage depot are in the pioneer viifege. 

^Constructed: 1926 

; Open: During summer; other times by appoimment 

A log cabin, closely resembling those built by the pioneers, 
has been built by members* of families of early settlers in 
thb area. The cabin is used as a museum and is the gathering 
place for the Old Settler's Reunion held in August ea^h 
year in Harrison County's oldest town. Hundreds of relics 
are on display-many brought here by families in their 
covered wagons. r 

The Masonic Museum, in Magrtolia, houses additional relics. 
The remains of the first courthouse In Harrison County-a 
brick building-is now used by the local American Legion 
post. ^ 

; .Ope/7; By a/pointment during summer months 

A rural church typical of the late 1800's and early 1900's. 
*The white framd building was constructed in 1877 as a 
Methodist dhurch in a circuit with 2 other churches nearby. 
Services were hefd here until the early 1940's, when the 
church was> left to deteriorate. In 1974, .a small group of 
neighbors decided to restore and preserve the church. Much 
* of the original furniture remains in the building. 
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Camp Harlan (Later Camp McKcan) 
V/z miles westof Mt. Pleasant, Iowa 



^3eode State Pdrk 

6 mHes southeast of New Loi[tdon, Iowa 
or 4 mil^s southwest of Danville, Iowa 

State Conservation Commission^ 
State Office Building . 
300 Fourth Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 



Harlan House (Hartan Hotel) 
122 North Jefferson 
Mount.f leasant, Iowa 5264^ 



*ioe McMillan, Owner 




Marker Dedicated: June 8, 1930 

A marker across/from the Country CLub has been erected at 
the site of^ a Civil War camp. The 4th Iowa CavalrV artd the 
25th Iowa Infpntry trained- here. At* the old spring house 
may be seen initials of Civil War soldiers who carried water 
from here to me camp. ^ 

A 1,641-aci4 heavily wooded area v^h limestone biyffs, a 
205-acre artificial lake, and an old stone quarry along the 
Skunk River which is one source of the geode, low&'s state 
rock. These concretions are usually hollow and. when' 
broken open the cavities are lined with quartz crystals, 
calcite crystals, or other accessory minerals. 

A tiny cemetery, reached by trail, contains grave markers 
bearing epitaphs dating back as far as 18f6; the latest date 
is 1855. Some of the settlers buried here were born before 
the signing the Dectaration of Independence. Old-timecs 
in the ,region say the graveyard* was used by one family 
fronfl around 1815 Until 1860. There is evidence that several 
of those buried here perished in a ptague tl^pt Struck the 
fartiily earfy in the last;c^ntury. *| 

In the southwest corner of the park the Slcupk River flows 
afong to the Missfesippi. Certain areas are set asicte as 
ijiildlife and forest preserves. Hiking, fishing, swimming, 
(!)icnicking, and camping are popular activities. 

/ / 

/For 16 years this Was the home of James A. Harlan 
/'(1820-ia99). H;e built the house in 1857 and lived here 
during his entire career in the national government. It was 
also here that he died* in 1S99. 

Harlan was Pr^ident of Iowa Wesleyan College, the first 
elected State Superintendent of Public Instruction (1847), 
U.S. Senator from Iowa,, and was appointed Secretary of 
th.e Interior by President Lincoln, who was his close 
personal friend. The cabinet post was held by Harlan from 
> 1865 until 186B, when he resigned to return to the \JS, 
Senate. Whether Harlan was among those admitted to the 
dying President's roorn at the time of Lincoln's 
^assassination, is a matter of dispute. However, the close 
friendship between Senator Harlan and President Lincoln 
was recognized by the Senator's associates when he was 
chosen as a member of the Congressional Committee to 
escort the 'body of Lincoln' from Washington, D.C. to 
Sprinflfield, II linafe> James Harlan is one of two lowans to 
be elected to the Hall or i-ame at the national capitol in 
Washington, D. C. 

The Harlan House Is now a hotel and eating place. The 
central section of the brick structure With mansard roof is 
the original house built by Harlan. The 1857 portion of the 
building contains many relics, and documents of early 
Mount Pleasant and the Civil War, and Harlan memorabilia. 
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44. HENRY 
(continued) 



Harlqn-LJncoin Home 
Corner of Broad and It/lam 
Mount Pleasant, lo\?i/a 

Mrs. Kay Lange, Director 
Harlan-Lincoh Home 
Iowa Wesleyan College 
Public Relations Office 
Mount Pleasant, lovi/a 52641 



Adrnission: Donations accepted 

Open: During Midwest Old Settlers and Threshers Reunion; 
' other times by Appointment 



The former home ot Senator James 
A, Harlan, often visited by his 
son-in-law Robert Todd Lincoln 
and family. * The Harlans niov§ 
here, near^ the Iowa Wesleyan 
campus, in 1873. Abraham 
Lincoln's eldest son married Mary 
Harlan, and the douple spent their 
summers in this home, with their 
children. Built in the 1860's, the 
home has been restored andl, 
furnished with many original 
t^rlaR possessions j&hd Lincoln 
nrjemorabilia. The three 
Harlan-Lincoln grandchildren have 
their heights recorded on a closet 
door in this old home. 



\ Henry County Histor^l Society 
c/o Public Library 
202 IMorth Main Street 
Mount Pl^^nt, Iowa 52641 

Donald E. Ypung, President 
305 We^t Green " 
Mount Pleasant, Iowa 52641 
or 

Orlendes Ross 

404 West Madison Street . 

Mt. Pleasant, Iowa 52641 

Heritage Museum 
McMillan Park 
Mount Pleasant, Iowa 

Midwest Old Settlers . 

and Threshers Association 
Mount Pleasant, Iowa 52641 




Organizedr 1956 * 
Meetings: Sunday afternoon in January, March, I 

November 
Number of Members: 80 
Dues: $2.00annpal 



lay, and 



Organized to promote interest in and preserve materials on 
local history. A collection of school transcripts, minutes of 
board meetings, pictures, church histories, and genealogies 
is kept at the Mount Pleasant Public Library. Programs on 
local history are provided for community groups, guided 
tours are arranged. 

Opened to Public: May 25, 1974 

Admission: $1.00, or by membership i;i Midwest Old 
Settlers and Thr^hers Assodiation; children 
under high school age free / » 
Open: Daily, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Memcirlal Day through 
Labor Day / 

/ 

Relics of the past, used by the ^rly pioneers, and housed in 
a building covering V/2 acres. Early f^rm machinery and 
equipment, steam engines, gasoline erVgines, horse drawn 
vehicles (from farm buggies to elegant iown carriages), and 
a typical country kitchen are on display. A hug& Corless 
Engine, In operating condition, was ijised for 54^ years at 
Iowa Malleable Iron Works in Fairfield, Iowa, to supply all 
the power for the company. The engifie was manjufectured 
at Murray Iron Works in BurlingtCip, J0wa in 1903^ 
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ft 



• Iowa W^leyan College 
Mount Pleasant, Iowa 52641 



1% Iowa Wesleyan College Museum 
Iowa Wesleyan College 
Mount Pleasant, Iowa 52641 

» Lewelling Quaker Shrine 
South Main Street 
Salem, Iowa 52649 

Lewis Savage 

R.R.4 p 
Mount Pleasant, flowa 52641 

Mrs. Marjorie Brovvn 
R.R.I 

• Salem, Iowa 52649 V' 



Founded: 1842 

The first college west of the Mississippi River. Sponsored by 
the^ethodist Church, the collie was first named Mount 
Pleasant Collegiate institute. It wa^ renamed Iowa Wesleyan 
Universi^ty in 1849 and Ipwa Wesleyan College irt191 1.^ , 

Old Pioneer is the oldest college building in continuous use 
west of the Mississippi River. Construction on the building 
was begun in the early 1840'|S. It was completed in 1845,1^ ^ 
and included .a residence for' the president ot the college.^ 
The building now houses the English Dl(tertment. 

Both Old Pioneer and Old ^Main are on the National 
Register of Historic Places and were completely renovated, 
beginning in 1973. ♦ 

Plans for erection of gold-domed Old Main w?re begun by 
James Harlan when he became presidient of the educational . 
in^itution in 1853. This builcjing is.noted as the birthplace 
of the P.E.O. Sisterhood, and the original chapter roqm is 
still preserved. In 1927, the P.E.O. Memorial Bwilding was 
erected with funds given' by the P.E.O. in honor of tile 7 
V ybung women -students who founded the Sisterhood on the 
campus in 1869. t . 

• a ■ ' 

Contains exhibits on art, archeology, geology, and zoology, 
and a herbarium. Conducts cotlectihg trips, and a joint 
insect survey program with the University of Iowa. 



Dedicated: 1959 ' 
Admission: $0.50; children $0.25 
Open: Sundays 1:00*5:00 p,m. 
appoin|ment ^ 



other times by 



^ This imposing 6'room sandstone house was built in 
1840-1845 by Henderson Lewelling in Salem, the earliest 
Quaker ^ttlement w^t of the Mississippi. It was in 1836 
that the town was laid out with a grapevine for a measuring 
line. The homestead was another "ticket office" or refuge 
for slav^ escaping on the "Underground Railroad to 
Freedom/' long before the Civil War. The Quakers were 
firmly opposed to slavery and were active in helping 
runaway slaves escape. Secret places in the homes and other 
buildings were used to/hide the slaves until they cQuld be 
moved on to freedom. The houSe contains pioneer utensils 
and farm equipment dating back to 1834. 
o . 

, Mr. Lewelling was also a noted early horticulturist. He took 
the first grafted fruit trees to the Pacific Coast by wagon 
trairr in the late 1840's where; he started th^ fruit-growing 
industry on the West Coast, and developed the "Bing" 
cherry. In 1969, sprouts taken from the Oregon trees were 
returned to Salem and planted during a ceremony at the 
Quaker Shrine. 
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Lowell Mills 
^ Lowell, Iowa 

9 nriiles south of 
' New London, Iowa 




Midwest Old Settlers and ^ 
Threshers Association 
McMillan Park 
Mount Pleasant, Iowa * . 

Herbert Hult, Secretary 
R. R. 1^ 

Mount Pleasant, Iowa 52641 
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A plaque marks the site of 2 earjy mills, on each side of the 
Skunk- River. The marker Is located in a small park along 
the banks of the river and includes the buhr from the north - * 
mill. The Inscription reads: JThis French Buhr Mill Stone 
marks the^site of the first flour mill 1838-1901 built in 
Henry County. Across the river was the first corrv and saw ^ 
mill (1837-1911) built and operated by Hiram C.Smith and 
JamK C. CaudilL" - 

Organ/zed: 1950 ^ X. 

Meetings: Board meeting first Mc^ndaybf each month; An- 
nual Reunion 5 days, starting on-the first Thurs- . 
day before Labor Day 
Number of Members: Annual Reunion attendance over 

200,000 ' . 
Membership: $3.00 annual; children under high school age ' 
free^ ^ 

During the Midwest Old Settlers and Threshers Reunion-a 
"steam festival".-over 100 large and ^small steam engines} 
steam, locomotives, several hundred statfonary engines, and ' 
more than 100 antique automobiles are in operation. On 
the grounds 'are an Old Settlers Village with log cabin, rural 
schoolhouse, country church, depot, general store, saloon, 
jail, printing shop^ bbnk,^ post office,-^ barber shop, 
blacksmith sho0, jyagon factory, shingle mill, firehouse, 
medicine wagon, burr mill, and bandstand. Demonstrations 
of threshing machine, chaff pilar arid baler, sorghum mill, 
saw mill,' veneer cutter, prony brake (used to test 
horsepower of engines), and Baker fan powered by steam 
engines. Displays of old farm machinery, antiques, Indian 
relics, and pioneer items tell the story of our agricultural 
heritage. Craft demonstrations in broom making, soap 
making, quilting, spihning, carding, weaving, caning, glass 
blowing, and doll making. Narrow gauge f36-inch) steam v> 
railr6ad;;jhe Midwest Central Railroad-and a vintage trolley 
^tB irv€peration on the grounds. 

GroundO^reaking ceremonies, for a Repertoire Theater 
Complex took place on September 4, 1 971 . The Museum of 
Repertoire Americana houses a collection of theatre 
nfiemorabllia-^arly opera house, tent, folk, and rep. Also 
inblucted ar^&rtifacts of medicine^ shows, lyceum, and 
Chautauqua. The museum is open by appointment,' year 
round. An old-time tent show is performed dally during the 
Rei^pion, and there is an old fiddlers contest, checker 
tournament, horseshoe tournament, and a daily Giant 
Calvalcade of Power-'The Greatest Steam Show on Earth." 
The Heritage Museum (see above) is open during the 
summer 

Old Threshers Educational Workshops are conducted for 
teachers in the area. Educational tours for school children 
may be arranged. Teaching Living History, a resource guide" 
for teachers is available upon request. Threshers Chaff, a' 
quarterly newspaper containing news and information 
al^out Old Threshers activities, is published. 
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Mud Creek Park 

6 miles south of New London, Iowa 
or 2 miles northi^st of Lowell, Iowa 

Henry County Conservation Board 
vj. H. Moeller, President 
Salem, Iowa 52649 

Oakland Mills State Park 
4 miles southwest of Mt. Pleasant, 
on Iowa 133 

State Conservation Commission 
State Office Building 
'300 Fourth Street 
pes Moines, Iowa 50319 
or 

Henry County Conservation Board 
J. H. Moeller, President 
Salem, Jowa 52649 



A 52-acre area of scenic, botanical, geological,/ and 
archeological interest. Heavily forested bluffs exten^Kalong 
Mud CreeH. Geodes'in a variety of sizes and colors may be 
found here. On the ridge top are lithic remains of a 
prehistoric Woodland Indian encampment. Development 
plarts call for an interpretive trail system, and facilities for 
picnicking, camping, and other outdoor recreation. ^ 

An 85-acre wooded tract along the Skunk River, at the site 
of an old fishing tillage and milL X^e dam was the first? 
authorized on the Skunk River byjthe Legislature of the'' 
Territory of Iowa (January 19,. 1839). The legislators, 
meeting at Burlington, gave this authprization based on a 
working model of a dam built on ^awkeye Crefek by . 
Herman Mathews, a millwright frorp^what is now Henry 
County. His plan allowed for t^ passage of river 
traff ic-steaniboats, keelboats, arid flatboats-as the 
proposed dam was half sftone and half <)jigs. A dam of sonrie 
sort has been .on the limestone ledge af the site ever since. fC ' 
ferry on the Salem-Mount Pleasant/toa^had already been 
established at Jthis spot by L- B. Hu|lies, and a small 
settlement had grown up as early as ljB38. Robert and 
James Wilson ^uilt Wilson Mill, a 4-story ||oaring and grist 
mill, and It quickly became the meeting place for the little 
^ community. While farmers waited for. their grain to be 
processed, they discussed politics, market prices, and local 
happenings. The Wilsons later built a woolen mill, where a 
dozen people worked full time. Following th*> Heath 
James Wilson, the mills changed hands and were finally 
purchased by Nathaniel Armstrong arid Courtland -Clark, 
Ice-haryesting became another successful enterprise at 
Oakland Mills. 

Business at the mills eventually declined and, around 1910, 
the buildings were torn down and the lumber was sold. The 
dam was purchased by Iowa Electric Light and Power 
Company and^in 1914,* plans were completed to build a 
pbwer plant on the old mill foundations. This plant 
operated until 1925, when construction was started on a 
new dam and Jarger power plant, down the river and on the 
south bank. This hydroelectric plant was in operation until 
1955, and was razeiJ in 1965, putting an end to another era 
in the history of the area. 

The State Park is now operated under a long-term 
management agreement with Henry County CoHservatioa 
Board., Oakland Mills County Park includes a 10-acre tract 
on both sides of the Skunk River, plus the dam. These two 
areias provide facilities for fishing, boating, pi9nlcking, 
camping, and hiking. ^ 

A 12-acre tract of upland hardwood timber, overlooking 
*Big Cedar Creek. The wodds is predominantly oak on 
rolling hills, and has been protected from graziftg for many . 
years. It is used for nature study by colleges and schopls. 
Acquired In 1967 by the Iowa Chapter of The Nature 
Conservancy as a gift of Misi Alice E. Sa>iage, who lives in a 




Savage IWemorial Woods 
Southwest of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa 

<* 

Robert W. Pouiter 

Iowa Chapter, The Nature Conservancy 
301 South Van Buren Street 
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Cresco 
At . 




• ate of First Courthpuse in Iowa 
Public Square 
Mount Pleasant, Iowa 



• P[Ossman Prairie 
3"mileseast, 3 miles 
north, and I mile east 

Riceville, Iowa 

• Hayden Prairie 

Similes southwest of Lime Springs, 
Iowa on county road, or 4 miles 
w§st and4!4 miles north of t^e 
junction o^U.S. 63 and Iowa 9, 
west of Cresco, Iowa 



State Conservation Commission 
State Office Building 
300 Fourth Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 



Howard County Historical 
Society 

Cresco, Iowa , 

Anna G. Chance, Presidem 
Cresco, Iowa 52136 

\ ■ 

\ ■ 
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The site of the first courthouse in Iowa, marked by a 
granite b^oulder v^ith bronze plaque, placed by the James 
Harlan Chapter of the Daughters of th^ American 
Revoldtiqn in 1929. The building, constructed in 1839, was 
.used until 1872. A cupola for the substantial two-story 
brick courthouse was never built. The commissioners did 
not actually occupy^ the building until their regular meeting 
on April 6, 1840. ^ ' 

A flO-acre tr^cj, about half of which is native lowlahd 
prairie, with the remainder old field succession. Aspen and 
-^orchids may be^een on the original prairie; golden rod and 
asters predominate on the area that was once cultivated. 
The pfairie is named for Glenn Crossman. 

Acquired: 1945' * . 

A remnant of true prairie In the Iowa Drift area, maintained ' 
' in virgin condition by one family'for 78 years before it was 
acquired by the State of lowa-the first unit of the State's 
Botanidal Monujnent system. The gently rolling preserve 
has an abundance of various prairie grasses, reaching heights 
of 4 to 8 .feet. Altogether, 149 species of native flowers and 
•shrubs, repr^enting at least 36 plant families, have i)een 
identified here. These include pasque f lower,.prairie clover, 
golden Alexander, yarrow, oxeye daisy, coreopsis, lead 
plant, wild indigo, and various sunflpwers and asters. This is 
a popular area for nature study, and iS' used by biology 
clasps. 

When the white man first arrived in lovya, about 85 percent * 
of its area was beautiful prairie covered with tall prairie 
grass and a wide variety of wild flowers. Fire and an 
occasional high water table kept trees' from becoming 
e$tablished on these prairies. About 500 acres (oply 0.015 
percent of the original area) have been preserved in 4 
state-owned natural prairies. Ada Hayden Prairie is the 
largest of these-240 acres. Other smaller natural prairie 
areas exist in state parks or have been preserve^ by County 
Conservation Bcjards or by private oinmers, or exist in rural \ 
areas along railroad rights of way, country roads, 
cemeteries, and on rural school grounds. 

Organized: 1926 

Meetings: Third Saturday^of month, at Cresco City Hall 
Number of Members: 120 
Dubs: $2.00 annual 



A restored hi^oric building and an old rural schoolhouse 
are maint^nerd on the Howard County Fairgrounds where 
antiques are displaye^^ each year. The Society sponsors 
tours to places of histbric interest, a spring coffee and bake 
sale, and a fall book sale, and has published a cookbook. An 
original 1853 log cabin has been relocated in Beadle Park 
(between South Elm and S.W. 2nd on S.E. 2nd Avenue 
S.W: tn Cresco) and appropriately furnished. The cabin is 
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HOWARD 
(continued) 



Howard County Historical Society 
(continued) 



Udtke Park and Mill ^ 
Old Town, 1 mile north of 
Lime Springs, Iowa ^ ** 

Howard County Historical Society 
Cresipo, Iowa 52136 
or 

Howar^County Conservation Board, 
Wilton Thomas, Executive Officer 
^R. R. 1 

Lime Springs, Iowa 52155 




open from '2:00-5:00 on Sunday afternoons during the 
summer months. ^ 

An ISVO, 3-story, brick Victorian period house, with 
mansard roof, has" been pjirchased by the Society and is 
being restojed. The home will b6 furnished, and the . * 
addition of a carr^ge house is plar1?ied. 

The Society also owns Lidtke MiU (see Lidtke Park and 
Mill, beiow). The olfl miM Is |)eing restored to operating 
condition. * 

A lO-acre ^memorial park featuring picnicking, boating, » 
filing, and camping. Across the Upper Iowa River is the 
historic old mill, one of the first built on this stream. It was , 
acquired -by Herman C. Lidtke in 1917 from his 
father-in-law, David W. Davis, who was ^ne of several 
former owners. ^ • 



Lime Spring (Old Town) post off ice. was established^, in 
1855, the second in Howard County, and the town plat was 
approved April 27, 1857. When the railroad was built 10 
years later; the town becanrie Lime Springs Station, which 
was later shortened Xo Lime Springs. Construction on the 
mill was begun in 1857, by Melvin M. Marsh, only 1 year 
after the Iowa-Minnesota border was surveyed just a few 
miles to the north. The mill' was first used, for sawing 
timber. It was later converted to the production of wheat 
floun and during the 1870's, was capable of turnmg out 
100 barrels of flour per day. Much of this was shipped to 
Eastern markets. During, the spring of 1894, a fire^ 
destroyed all but the stone walls of the mill-a $40,000 loss. 
It was rebuilt with red brick ana wooden frame watts the 
following year, and converted to grinding feed. A generator 
was later installed to produce electricity, and in'1916, a 
new dam was built. 

After Mr. Lidtke became manager-operator of Old Town 
Mill, he made a trip by team and wagon to Colesburg, 
lowa--a distance of 105 miles one way-to get the millstones 
from the local fnill to use at Lime Springs. The trip and the 
loading, which was a tremendous job in itself, took a week- 
frbm Monday until the following Sunday. f . . 

When the William Larrabee Mill was dismantled at 
Clermont, the old French rpiHstones, each weighing 2,400 
pounds, were obtained and hauled to Lime Springs. These 
millstones were used for only 1 year in the Lidtke Mill. One 
stone is now set' in the sidewalk and the other is built int^ 
an outside wall of the Lidtke home at Lime Springs. These 
millstones were made from "buhr/'a very hard silicate 
found in the Seine River Valley. The French stones were 
formed of wedge-shaped pi^ces/vcemented together and 
bound with iron hoops, while American millstones were 
usually made from a single piece of stone. 
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UdtkeP^rk and Mill 

(continued)' 



45 -HOWARD 
(continued) 



• Norman Borlaug Bi^place 

1 1 mjles southwest of Cresco; Iowa 
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In July 1919, John M: Peterson-was nearly electroputed in 
> an accrflent at the mlH. At the tlrne, the towns pf L(me 
Springs and Chester obtained electric current frdm the 
water-powered generator at the Lipie Springs Milling Co. At 
10:45 each evening, lights were -^flicked to «warn local 
residents' that th?y had 15 ^minutes to get-thefr kerosene 
Jamp§ lighted before the current went- off. On Monday 
morning electrFcity .was furnished for washing,' and on 
Wednesday moi;ning for ironing, but the rest of the time the 
electricity was used for grinding buckwh.eat. Peterson,,who 
had been employed at^the milPfor only 2 or 3 weeks, 
^ accidentally came in contact with poles, of al^. electrical 
switch. The terrific charge of electricity knocked Peterson 
to the floor and caused the flesh to com6 off his feet. His 
footprints were burned into the cement floor of the mill^ 
and the print of veins' can still be seen in the concresfe. He 
also lost several toes, the first finger on his right-hand, and 
2 fingers of his left hand. He eventually recovered and 
returned to work at the mill for awhile, wearing wooden 
shoes. He lived to be'nearly.99 years old, the oldest resident 

in Caknar afthat time (January 1967). 

p .. ■ 

Some years after Mr. Lidtke took over the mill, he decided „ 
that the 2 rgns of stone then being used to grind feed were" 
not sufficient. Steel burrs were installed and production 
was increased from 20 sacks to 60 sacks an hour. The mill 
ceased operating in 1963, but the machinery is intact. 

The dam at the site is 150 feet long,^nd the fall from the 
top of the mill wheel, about 13 feet. The old mill and dam, 
and a large stone warehouse, were purchased by Howard 
^unty Historical Society (see above) and havfebeen leased 
to Howard C&unty Conservation Board. The mill, millrace, 
and turbines are being restored to operating condition. 

The 2-5tory, white frame farmhouse where Norman Ernest 
Borlaug was born on March 25, 1914. The place was the 
hbjne of his paternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Nels 
Borlaug, vy'th whom his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Borlaug, lived and farmed for many years. 

This farm home where Dr. Borlaug later lived as a youth is 
located near Iowa HighWay 139, about 14 miles-southwest 
of Cresco. This, house was painted during the summer of 
1971 by 2 Iowa State University professors and students 
from the Botany Club, in appreciation of Dr. Borlaug's visit 
tp the ISU campus at Ames earlier that year. \ 

Norman Borlaug began his education ,at New Oregon 
.Township Rural Sfehool No. 8. He then attended Cresco 
High School, where he was a 4-year vocational agriculture 
student, graduating m 1932. His bachelor of science, 
masters, and doctoral degrees were received from the 
University of Minnesota. He has been with the Rockefeller 
Foundation since 1944, living in Mexico Cjjy. 
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Norman Borlaug Birthplace 
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• , Bloody Run 

North of Humboldt, Iowa 



Dakota City 
C-5 



.The famgus agricultural scientist, leader* of The "Green 
, Revolutioo/' received the 1970 Nobe| Peace Privet in Oslo, 
Norway on December -10. By developing new higK-yield 
types of wheat and corn, he has made a major cpntr^ibution 
in the^ fight against starvation and poverty in developing 
countries faced with growing populations. Borlaug, t^e 
ISth United States citizen, to win the Nobel Peace Prize, 
, * jwas the first agricultoral scientist to do so since it was., 
instituted in 1^01. A Borlaug Day fete was held irr hi§ 
honor at Cr^sco, Iowa on DecembeP 19, 1970. Dr. Borlaug 
was further honored by the 1971 Iowa State Fair, whose 
theme was "Discover Mexico." Friday, August 20, the 
opening day of the Fair, was designated Norman Borlaug 
Day. JK\ this time, the Nobel Peace I'rize ^cipient 
participated in ^ various special events eriding ,with the 
ceremony in his honor at the^ Grandstand. 



On what Is now farm land is the site of the mj^jrder of 
several Sioux Indians by Henry Lott in January 1854. As a 
squatter, Lott built^the first log cabin inf Humboldt County, 
near here,* sometime around 1846.' (See Lotts Creek Park, 
below^) He had previously been at Red Rock,.in present 
Marion County, where he did a thriving business as an 
Indian trader fron^fre spring of 1843 until he moved north 
in the summe^ W 1846". In his trading with the Ijidiarisrs 
Lott was usually able. to stay on friendly terms with them. 
His clearing and his cabins were a popular -hangout for 
thirsty Indians who cguld come here anfil fill themselves 
with whiskey. However j on qne pccasion^the Indians came 
in force to Lott's cabin and accused him of stealing their 
ponies. Sidominadota (Tvyo Fingers) and his followers 
became vicious, drove Lott and his family out into the 
snow and* freezing weather/ and looted and burned his log 
cabin. , ,^ ' ' 



V 



Lott swore revenge for the death of.hisWfe and son from 
exposure (see Vegors Cemetery, Webster County), bu^ 
bided his time, watching and waiting until January 1854. 
The band of*Siou;f( Indians under Sidominadota ^ad broken 
up theJr camp on Bloody Ryn to move on to^ winter 
quarters. Howevpi^^idominadota) craving more of bott's 
whiskey, stayeg behind with^his squaw and children, his 
elderly mother, and* another young squaw^and ^fejer two 
children, in their tepees along Bloody. Ruh. Following 
carefully laid plans, Lott murdered Sidoniinadota and r||)Bst 
of his family, together with the other Sioux Indians^^Lott" 
tried to make it appear that hostile Indians were responsible 
for the massacre, but the Sioux Indians were not deceived. 
About 3 years later, jn 185.^;^ the Spirit Lake Massacre took 
place (see Dickinson County) linder^ the leadership of 
Inkpaduta, another Sioux Indian, it would thus appear that 
the Spirit Lake Massacre and other Indian uprisings can be 
atfributed, at least in part, to the cold-blooded murjder of 
Sidominadota and other Sioux Indians by Henry Lott, .on 
the banks of Bloody Run. 
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(c^ntlriifed) 



Bloody Rufi 

(continue^ 



Frank A, Gotoh State f^rk 
2 miles southeast of Humboldt, Iowa 

State Conservation'Commteion 
State Office Building 
300 Fourth Street 
Des Moiri^, Iowa 50319 
and 

Humbofdt County Conservation Board 
Mrs, Mary Green, Office Seo-etary 
Courthouse 

Dakota pity, Iowa 50529 




Lbtt, having destroyed his own cabin as part of the plot, 
fled southwi^rd with some fure and'Sidominadota's|M)ny.' 
He was last seen at Saylorville, Iowa, arid was finally 
reported kflJed some timf later in California. / • 

Established: April 1949 » > 

Frank A. Gotch (April 22, 1877-December 16, 1917),^ho 
was born near Humboldt, liecame world heavyweight 
wrestling .champion April -3,* 1908' at the pexter Park 
Favifibn in Chicago^ when he defeated George 
Hackenschmidt, the Russian Lion. Gotch, one of Iowa's 
great ^athletes of alLtimewas generally acknowfedged as the 
"fastest, strongest, most scientific heavyweight wrestler 
who ever Appeared on any mat." He driginated many of the 
>now fanrtous wrestling holds. In 1911, he established his 
training camp in Riverside Park (now Bicknell Park). G6itch 
was only 40 years old wiien he df^d. His'mausoleum islin 
Uaion Cemetery in Humboldt. . ^, 

Frank A. Gotch State Park includes J57 acres where the East 
Fork joins the Des Moines River. In the park is a memonial\ 
monument to XSotch, "Retired Undefeated Worlcl'fe' 
Heavyweight Champion Wrestler." An annual Frank Gotch 
jDay Is observed in June. * j 

Humboldt County Conservation Board maintains the parkj 
under a long-term management agreement with the State of i 
' Iowa. There ^ ^ 

fishing. 



-are** facilities for picrffcking, camping, and 



• Humboldt Coilnty Historical Association Organ/zed: November 13, 1962 



Humboldt, Iowa 

Mrs. Werner (Jeanette) Tig^, President 
404 5th Street North 
Humboldt, Iowa 50548 



» Humboldt County Old Settler's 
Association 
Livermore, Iowa 

' (?» ' 

Mrs. John Olson, Secretary-Treasurer 
* Livermore, Iowa 50558 




Meetings: First Monday of nriontH, 8:00 p.m. 
Number of Members: 287 
Dues: $2.00 annual 

The Association sponsors various money -making activities to 
provide funds for its projects, which include Old Mill Farm 
(see below). 

Orgam'zed: September 25, 1€85 

Meetings: Annual picnic first Saturday in September 

Number of Members: 70 ' 

Admission to Cabin: Donations 

A log cabin w^s built in 1890 as a memorial to Humboldt 
County pioneers. Located on a half-acre of timber near 
Livermore, the cabin is used for a meeting place and 
contains ox yokes, a scythe* and cradle, cider press, wood 
carvings, and other pioneer relics.^^ 
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46 - HUMBOLDT 
(continue) 



Joo Shelddn F^rk 

VA mil^ west of Humboldt, Iowa 

Humboldt County Conservation Board 
Mrs. Mary Green, Office Seo-etary 
Courthouse 

Dakota City, Bbwa 50529 



John Brown Pdrk 
Near busing district of 
Humboldt, Iowa 




, EstabifWed: February 3, 1966 

An 81-acre' tract acquired by J. H. (Joe) Sheldon in 
November 1897, and sold by his heirs to Humboldt 
County. The area is covered with a variety of trees-oak, 
hickory, walnut, elm, and willow-and overlooks the West 
Fork of the Des Moines River. About 2/3 of the land is 
utilized as a wildlife habitat and natural area fbr an outdoor 
classroom. The developed area is used for picnidcing, 
camping, hikinj^, and fishing. 

^ 

Fountdia Dedicated: September 22, 1918 

6ne of several city parks laJHunfiboldt, featuring a unique 
'fountain dedicate to the memory of Fay Hessian who died 
from tuberculosis in 1912. The fountain was built by 
, Reverend P. M. Dobberstein, creator of the West Bend 
Grotto (see Grotto of th^ Redemption^ Palo Alto County), 
who died in 1954/The stone mosaic fountain Is composed 
of some 3 million separate pieces. The stones weigh 52 tons 
and represent 33 ^ates and 6 foreign countries. Semi- 
precious stones, ores, minerals, fossils, petrifications, corals, 
and shells are set in cement A column rising from the 
center of the fountain is topped by a 950-pound marble 
statue carved in Italy. The fountain was built in sections at 
West Bend and transported by tnack to Humboldt to be 
assembled at /the park. 

A 4(^-acre area covered with hardwood timber and bordered 
on the north by Lotts Creek. The stream was so named by 
early^ settlers sinpe one of the places where Henry Lott 
settled was opposite the mouth of this creek. Lott, 
according to early accounts, was a rough, daring, wily 
frontiersman ' who traded whiskey and %inkets to. the 
Indians .for furs. (See Bloody Run, above.) Old Settlor's 
Park is adjacent to the tract. (See Humboldt County Old 
Settler's Association, above.) Picnicking, fishing, and 
camping are permitted. 

> 

Admission: $0.50; children,. 8-15 years, $0.25 

Old Mill Farm, located on the east side of the Des Moif^s 
River near Dakota City, wa^ donated to the Humboldt 
County hiistoncal Association in 1966 by Mr. and Mrs. Art 
Kunert and Mrs. Clarence Kunert for the permanent site of 
a museiJMti, 

The mill was destroyed by fire and the.old nriill dam went 
out later, leaving only the \\ome. This 14-room, red 'brick 
house, ^which was built by Cory Brown, Sr. in 1879, has 
been restored. The historical museum contajns mementoes • 
of famous residents, old Humboldt College, and the old 
stagecoach stop and po^ office at Addison. Willow or 
IMorway No. 6 Sthool, built by Ole Biondahl in 1883/13" 
also on the grotlTids and has been furnished in th6 1890 
period. Classes were held in the school, which was located 



• Letts Creek Park 

Vz mile west of Livermore, Iowa 
on Iowa 222 

Humboldt County Conservation Board 
Courthouse ^ - ^ 
Dakota City, Iowa 50529 



Old Mill Farm - 
Dakota City, Iowa 
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46. HUMBOLDT 
(continued). 



47 -IDA 




Ida Grove 
D-2 



Old Mill Farm 
(continued) 



Battlo Hiir 

Wear Battle Greeks lovva 



8d3 ODunty Histori^i Sosioty 
Ida Grove, Iowa 

Mrs. Jo Pullen, President 
313 Main 

Ida Grove, iovjQ 51445 ' 



DESCRIPT50N 



southeast of Thor. until May 26. 1SS5. The early day 
schcolhouse %v^s al^ used for ch/irch services yand 
community meetings, A leg cabin is bsi^tg rebuilt. \ 

The site of an W9 battle between SiOux Indians and. a 
government survey party, marked by a bronze tablet cast in 
1936 and dedicated in 1941 /The battle gave the adjoining 
hill, a small strteam at its foot, and the town of Battle Creek 
their names. 

Incorporated: October 2B, 1 973 : 



Moorehead Pioneer Park 

Yz mije north of Ida Grove. Iowa 

a 

Ida County Conservation Board 
Mrs. Vernette Worth . 
Secretary to the Board 
Grove, Iowa 51445 



Amana Colonies 
Located on and north of U.S. 6 




A 260-acre tract, much of which is covered with native 
trees. On the site is one of the first houses built in the area- 
about 1856. The original portion of the place served as a 
stagecoach inn. Native hardwood lumber was used in the 
original construction; timbers were hand hewn. The deep 
wheel ruts worn by the stagecoaches are still visible west of 
the house. The park has bridle and hiking trails, and 
faciliti^ for picnicking, fishing, camping, and winter sports. 

Seven "old world" villages, the first of which. Amana. was 
founded in 1855 In the ^owa River Valley by the Society of 
\ Truei Inspirationalists under- the leadership of Christian 
I Metz (died 1867), The other 6 villa^s are Middle Aitiana. 
^ High Amana. West Arrtana. East Amana; South Amana. and 
<>Homestead. The towns are spaced "one ^hour by oxen" 
^ait^ Homes of wood, brick^ or locally-quarried brown 
fendstone; tr^s; grapes; flowers; and American Lotusi on 
Amana Lake in mid* summer^make the Amanas attractive.' 
T|urs may be anranged through the'various factories which 
nt|nufacture woolens, furniture, wines, bakery goods, and 
m^t specialties. These industries provide the vilfeges with 
Jhelessentiah nece^itres of life. Skills liave been handed* 
dowfa from father to son in the old worid tradition. Today 
the TOW ways are blended ^with the old. Amana resjtauran^ 
are f^ous for eKcellent meals, served family style". The 
annuatoktoberfest celebratiorf honors the German heritage 
of the ^mana Colonies. 



® * i ' • 115 

ERIC - - 



NAME AND LOCATiON 



DESCRIPTION * 




Daily,10:Q0 o,iti.4:30 p.m.; Sunday, Roon4:30 p.m.; 
April 1S-Novenr\bGC5l 



Built nearly 100 years ago oh the 
SQuth bluffs of the Iowa River In 
tho Amana Settlement, CJonstructed 
of brick mad^rom native clay, and 
timbers cut and hev;/ed in the 
nearby forests, mortised and 
tenoned and put together without 
nails. Furnished with 
Amanancrafted walnut furniture 
and authentic and original pioneer 
items-o!d iron stoves, carpet looms, 
quilting frames, iranstone 
chinaware, toys, and hand 
implements.- A hostess is available 
for guided tours. 



• . Amaiia Heritage SoeietY 
Amana, Iowa 

Mrs^AIe)^^ A. Meyer, President 
Middle Amana, lovva 52307 



Indian Fish Trap 

West of brsdc^ on 
Iowa 149 south, 
of Amana, Iowa 

Iowa Stats Preserves Advisory Board 
c/o State Conservation Commission 
State Office Building 
300 Fourth Street ^ 
Des Moines, iov'\^ 50319 

Iowa County Historio^riii Soeiety 
Marengo, Iowa 

4 

Harold Moqre, President 

R.B.I 

Box 48 

Parnell, Iowa 52325 
or 

Theo. C. (Ted) Ressler 
Corresponding Secretary 
Williamsburg; Iowa 52361 



Orgamzed^ 1968 



A non-profit or^gnization whose purpose Is to preserve the 
history of the Amana Colonies, founded inJI^SSand made 
up of 7 communities^^ The Society owns and operates the 
Museum of Amana History (Heritage House) (see^below). 

A prehistotic stone weir in the Iowa River, visible only at 
times of extremely lovy water. Fish were driven Into the 
stone enclosure ^nd harvested by the Indians. 



Schaoihouse Open: By appointments 
Log Hou^ and tog Cabin Open: Saturday and Sunday, 
1 :00-5:00 p.m.; other times by appointment. 



An annual picnic is ifeld in 
September at Gritter School, 
maintained by the Society. The red 
brick sdioolhouse was established 
in 1872 in English Township, 3' 
miles northwest of North English, 
in a wooded area (oak and hickory 
nut trees). The brick was made in a 
nearby brickyard. The original 
school, replaced by the present 
building, was built of logs chinked 
with mud or clay. Gritter School 
was named for the creek that flows 
to the north of it. As many as 60 
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48 -IOWA 
(cqntinued) 



IjSivjfa G^nty Histori^i Sbelety 
{^ntinuedF 




Museum of Amana History 
(HeiitagG House) 
Amana, Iowa 
just east of Iowa 149 




pupils crowded into the l^rojom 
school some years. During the 
I930's, classes usually had 30 or 
more pupils. The 'final day of 
school was in May 1951. The 
' enrollment tor* this'term was 18-9 
girls and 9 boys. 
> 

Th^ last remaining log house arid 
log cabin in Iowa County were 
moved iti 1965 from Iowa 
Township' to Marenao City Park. 
The original logs- were cut from 
land^ owned by Henrich Meyer . 
(1825-1907), who came fr6m\ 
Germany to Iowa pounty ^nd built 
a bachelor cabin in 1856. Following 
his marriage'/ the log bouse was 
built in 1861. There were 6 
children who also lived here. The 
original stones of the foundation 
and basement are in the restored 
building. Both log buildings .are 
furnished with heirlooms, many 
from Iowa County. 'Included are 
kitcheh ^uipment, candle mold, 
rope bed) Boston rqcker, and old 
cupboards\ 



Admission: $0.50; children, $0.25 

Open: 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p>m., Monijay through Saturday; 
Noon-5:00 p.m. Sunday 



A museum of Amana history, formerly the hbme of Dr. and 
Mrs. Charles F. Noe, who moved there^ in 1918. Mrs. Noe 
continuod ''to reside in' the home following her husband's 
death. She died in 1965. The red brick house was originally 
built in 1864 for Dr. Heinrich Fehr, 

On display are early church records {th§ church was the 
governing body until 1932), Bibles, hymn books, ^rtlcles 
^used for communion services, handwritten testimonials 
(some dating back to the early 1700's when the Ebenezer 
Society was formed in dermany), a presiding elder's table 
and chair, an old church bench, old photographs, lind 
clothing worn to church. A' typical Amana living room of 
the 1880's includes a wodcp^ove, wall clock, needlepoint; 
and handmade Tugs and^urniture. Upstairs^in the house are 
displays of arts and c?aft|«Amana-made tinvvare, china, 
pottery, harness, shoes, soaj), baskets, carpeting, mattresses 
stuffed with hog's hair, lithographs, and lithograph stones. 
In the model kinder-schule, or pre-school, toys of ttie early 
Amana days may be seen. The church room depicts an old 
Amana church. ^ 




COUNTY AND N AME AWLOCATION . DESCRIPTION 

COUNTY SEAT; 
LOCATION ON MAP 

r-.- ... . . , ■ . . . . . _ . '^.^ 

German, ' Swiss, ' and Alsatian 
Amana Colonies operated 
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JACKSON 




Maquoketa 
D-t3 



Museum of Amana History 
(Herila^ Hoiise) . ^ 
(continued) 



the 



BQlfevuo Stote Pdrk , 
South of Bellevue, towa 
onU^.52 

State Conservation Commfssion 
State Office Building 
300 Fourth Street 
DesMoin^Jowa 50319 



The people of western 
^npestry who founded 

wooien mills, wagon shops/^ furniture factory, and other 
Industries. Skills were handed down from father to son. 
*^i;hev lived a communal life, govern^ by the church elders, 
t^ii 1932 when a change was *made to the present 
capitalistic system., ' ** 

A beautiful 510-acre tract which includes Dyas and ' 
Welson Units, .^near the Mississippi ^ River. ^ From 
300-foot-high Wuff^'is a superb view of the river, lock and 
dam No. 12, river barges^ wooded islands, Bellevue, sand 
dunes, rugged woodlands, and an old mill on Mill Creek. 
"^Trails lead to unusual rock formations and conical Indian 
mounds associated with ^he Woodland Culture (1000B.C. 
to abouf 1300 A.D.). White settlers arrived In the region as 
^rly as 1833. An a^ortment of wild flowers grow in the 
park, and many ferns (including purple cliffbrake) are on 
the limestone ledges. Trees include tall white pines and 
graceful white birch. Birds common to the area are the 
ruby-throated hummingbird, and the rarer pileated 
woodpecker and the bald eagle. 
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Eden Valley Park and Refu^ k 
(formerly 'Arnold Wulf Recr^tion Area) 
2 miles south of 
Baldvi/in, Iowa r 

Jackson County Conservation Board 
James WendeU Executive Officer 
R.R.I s 
Maquoketa, Iowa 52060 ' 

or ' ^ 

Clinton County Conservation Board ^ 
Ben Martinsen, Secretary-Tjreasurer 
758 South Bluff Boulevard 
Clinton, Iowa 52732 

Home of Ansel Briggs 
Andrew, Iowa 



A 200^cre site noted for tts^natural and scenic qualities. 
Bear Creek runs through thp valley, over half of which fs 
made up of steep bluffs and uplands covered by dense 
hardwood timber and conifer plantings. A nature 
interpretive area includes hiking trails, and there are 
facilities for picnicking, fishing, and camping. This is a joint 
project of Ja(^cson and Clinton Counties, although the park 
is located in Jackson County. 





Ansel Briggs (1806-1JB81), Iowa's 
first elected State Governor 
(1846-1850) livdd in the 
Butterworth Tavern (inn), which ^ 
was formerly located V2 mile north 
of Andrew. Briggs carried the mail 
along the old military road to 
Dubuque from 1836 to 1846. He 
died in Omaha and pt was 28 years 
later that his body was returned to 
Andrew. A bronze tablet 
memorializes an elm tree (the 
victim of Dutch elm disease Jp 
1971) planjed by Briggs in Andr^. 
. A monument, erected by the State 
of Iowa in 1909, stancjs at the head 
of his grave in'Andrew Cemetery. 
An outline map of Iowa in smooth 
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40. JACKSON 
; (continued) 
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Home of Ansel Briggs 
(continued) 



Hurstville Lime Kilns ^ 
2 miles north of Maquoketa, iowa, 
on old US. 61 



JacksoiD County Histoncai 'Society 
Box 1335, Maquoketa, Iowa 52060 

J, W, Brady, President . 
501 South Eliza 
IVlaquoketa, Iowa 52080 
or 

Mrs. Grace Holihan, Curator 
R.R,4 

Maquoketa^ Iowa 52080 



• iVlaquoketa Caves Statd Park 
^ 7 miles northwest of iVJaquoketa, Iowa 
on Iowa 130 

Stifte Conservation Commission 
State Office.Buildlng 
' 300 Fourth Street ' 
Des Moines, Iowa .50319 




poMshed granite is on one side of 
the monument, arid a bronze 
m^allion portrait of Governor 
Briggs is on the north side. 

The stone building now occupied 
by the Andrew Cooperative 
Oi'ea^nery was originally Jackson 
County Courthouse when the 
county seat was moved to Andrew 
in 1861 for the second time. 



The first of 4 lime kiln$ built by Alfred Hurst in 1870. The 
village of Hurstville had a company store; rows of identical 
cottages for vvorkers lined both sides of the Toad. Lime 
from the kilns was shipped over northerti Iowa, Nebraska, 
South Dakota^ and MiiHnesota* Eight cords of wood per day" 
Vvere required to fire each kiln* The property is privately 
owned. 

^ . ■ . ' ■ 
Organized: April 25, 1903; discontinued in 191?; reorgan- 
ized June 11 , 1964 
M^tings: Quarterly; annual meeting last ThursSay even- 
ing in June; board meetings 3rd^Tuesday of 
^ month , 

Number of Members: 280 
Dues: $1X)0 annual; $10.00 fife , 

Sponsors an ^^nnual Narrative Contest among school 
students, and tours to historic areas in Jackson County; 
assists in marking and preserving Jiistoric sites; presents 
radio programs on station KMAQ; aAd issues a quarterly 
Newsletter. A museum is located in the Pearson Memorial 
Center at Jackson County Fairgrounds, and is open daily 
during summer months from 1 :00 - 4:00 p.m. ' 

Ekabli^ed: 1921 

A 152'acre wooded tract containing many geological 
curiosities. Trails lead through deep ravines with sheer cliffs 
ranging up to 75 feet in height. From the top are exciting 
views of the surrounding valley. Numerous caves 
honeycomb the limestone cliffs. Some of these bear such 
unusual names as Shinbone Cave, Tourist Delight Cave, 
Dance Hall Cave, Twin Arch Cave, Up-N-Down Cave, Match 
Cave, Window gayp. Dug Out Cave, and Hernando's 
Hideaway Cave. 

Initials and dates carved in the walls of the caves date back 
to 1835, and Indian pottery, arrowheads, and spears found 
in the caverns are evidence that they were used a^ a 
dwelling place by prehistoric Indians. Later, Indians of 
historic times hunted and fished in the area. Under the 
terms of 4he Black Hawk Purchase of 1832, the Sac and 
Fox tribes were moved on west. 
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49 -JACKSON 

(continued) 



Maquoketa Caves ^te Park 
(continued) 




The first known white men to discover the great limestone ^ 
caves were Joshua Bear and David Scott, two egrly Si^ttlers 
in Jackson County, This was before. the Civil War, when the 
tvup men were hunting deer, following a heavy snowstorm, 
Wh6n first discovered, the cave ceilings were hung with 
milkwhite stalactites, and corresponding stalagmites rose 
from the floor. Unfortunately, these have been removed by 
souvenir hunters. The major caves are electrically lighted, 

A natur^al bridge connects two bluffs about 50 feet above 
the valley floor, and a 17'ton balanced rocU is perched atop 
a cliff, resting. on a base only 1 foot in diameter. Raccoon 
Creek runs underneath the natural bridge and through the 
largest of the caves before continuing on down the ravine. 
The park is popular with spelunlcers and practicing 
mountain climbers and is unexcelledih Iowa for its variety 
of flora and fauna. There are facilSres for picnrcking and 
camping. 



"• Mill rock School 

2 miles south of Baldwin, Iowa 

Jackson County Conservation Board 
Maquoketa, Iowa 52060 

• Nickelodeon Museum 
Antique Room 
503 West Grove Street 
Maquoketa, Iowa 52060 

Ronald Keller, Owner i^.^ 
503 West Grove Street 
Maquoketa, Iowa ^2060 




An old stone school house. Following the closing of the 
school, the building served as a community center. 



Admission: Free 

Open: 9:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday; 

9:00 a.m. -Noon, Sunday; tours by appointment 
6oin operated music machines and devices, antiques, and 
works of art. Included in the exhibits are coin operated 
pianos, band organ, caliope, and music boxes; soapstone 
carving^; miniature sewing machines; and anpid telegraiDh 
teleprinter upon which visitors can send messages to 
themselves. Formerly Ipcated in Decker House Inn. 
Decker House Inn was established by James Decked who 
3ame to Maquoketa from Watertown, New York In the 
I850's, He erected a frame building in 1856, which was 'n. 
reiplaced with a more palatial^^story, brick hotel in 1876. 
A frequent visitor to the ori|mal frame Decker House and 
its barroom was Ulysses S. Grant. At one time, Maquoketa 
had 14 hotels to accommodate the fur traders, salesmen, 
" campaigning political candidates, and occasional dignitaries. 
Each hotel had its own horse-drawn omnibus to meet every 
one of the 28 trains arriving daily. Decker House Inn was 
operated until recently bv a fifth generation descendent of 
the founder. The original furniture and woodwork of the 
hotel were carved by local craftsmen from walnut, oak, and 
cherry. The broad, solid walnut staircase, shiny brass lamps, 
glittering chandeliers, and a rosewood piano with pearl 
inlays and mother of pearl keys^ gave evrdence of the 
elegance of earlier days. The pianB", brought from 
Watertown, was said to be one of the fir^t transported 
across the Mississippi Riverf 
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42 -JACKSON 
(contfnued) 



Paradise 

4 miles west of Bellevue, Iowa 

Bevan Brothers Historii^l 
Paradise Farm and Antique Shop 
R.R.I 

Bellevue, Iowa 5203.1 ' - 
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1842 

Ope/7 to visitors . . 

Paradise Valley, edged by limestone .hills; extends west 
from the Mississippi River at Bellevue, Iowa. Captain 
Elbridge Gerry Potter (1791-1875) came to Iowa in 1842 
and located pn the farm knov^n as "Paradise," where he 
resided until his death. Potter called the place Paradise, 
"because he went through Purgatory to find It." In the late 
1830's, he had set out from St. Louis and walked to St. 
Paul in search of a place to build his Paradise. The area now 
called Iowa was first opened to permanent settlement by 
the Black Hawk Purchase in 1833; and Potter had come 
through some wild country ^ to find a location that suited 
him. Potter originally bought 1,400 acres for his farm. 

For the 12 years prior to 1842, he successfully operated a 
distilling and milling business in J.ebanon, ItHnois. His 
profits, "fully $100 per day," were wisely ln^(ested inland. 

During the years he manufactured whiskey "he became 
fully convinced of its pernicious effects," especially aftfer 
witnessing its wrecking power upon a "near and trusted 
relative," according to ^n early biographical sketch (1879). 
Such was his disgust with the whiskey business that "before 
leaving Lebanon, he deliberately removed the roof of the 
distillery, and reduced it to firewood. Thefi he took down 
the stone walls of the same and scattered them broadcast) 
then he dug up, and with f\\s own hand, cftopped in pieces 
the /worm of the still'," leaving the distillery "a complete 
wreck and desolute ruin." ' , 

In/ 1843, Mr.\Potter built the flourmg-mills at Bellevue 

known as the *^sper Mills, and operated this business until 

187T when he sold out to Kilborn &'Co. (see Potter Mill 

belovv). Paradise, with its rolling land watered with springs,-^ 

became one of the finest stock farms in Iowa, employing 35 

hired men. There were 7 hired girls to help in the kitchen, 

where 200 loaves of bread could be baked at one time. 
A* 

Sl^ortly after he settled at Paradise, Potter started collecting 
books for his library, located on th6 third floor of the main 
house. Considered Iowa's first library, it remains as it was 
over a century ago, with about 450 books in addition to 
bound copies of magazines and papers of the day. Each 
volume is numbered and color coded for its own place on 
the library shelves. • o ^ 

Three of the . original buildings stilly stand at Paradise-the 
main house, the stone dormitory for the hired hands, and 
the wagoti bam. Restoration of the buifdings, privately 
occupied, is In progress. 

Potter's wife, Lucretia,. preceded him in death by 18 
nrionths. Both are buried, together with dther members of 
the family, on a little hillside plot, 30 x 30 feet, which he 
named Infidel Cemetery. 
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42 - JACKSON • Potter Mill (Dyas Mill ) 

(continued) , South edge of Bellevue, Jowa 



Donald E. Swgitzer, Owner 
825 High Aylnue East 
Oskaloosa; Iowa 52577 




Sagers Museum 

6 miles northwest of Maquoketa, lov^ 
at entrance to Maquoketa Caves State 
Park 

Paul Sagers, Owner 
R.R.5 

Maquoketa, Iowa 52060 



i^^^int Donatus, Iowa 
^^etes des Marts) 
On U.S. 52 and 67 




Admission:. $025 donatfon; children free 

A 6-storY wooden milJ with stone ' . » 
foundation, built in 1843 by 
Elbridge Gerry Potter on Mill 
Creek. The 100-foot-long mill has , 
black walnuts or maple floors and 
20-inch square walnut beams, 48 
feet fong. There are 36 windows in 
the building, each with 20 panes. ^ 
At one time the mMI produced 50 
barrels of flour per day, and wh^ 
transactions ran^S6,000 in a single . 
day. The was paid $2.90 a 

^ day "whether the mill turns or 

not," but he was expected to work 
whenever it was necessary-^Jay or 
night, Sundays inqluded. 

Potter came to Bellevue from Illinois, having previously 
lived in New York. He sold the mill in 1871. By the parly 
1900's, Iowa farmers were raising less wheat and the milling 
of flour was declining. After 1903, the mill was used to 
grind feed. V 

The mill ceased to operate and was sold in 1969 by the 
Dyas Brothers *for ^7,200. The property is being restored 
and houses examples of early Iowa relics and primitives. 

Founded: 1S50; opened 1952 

Admission: $0.35; children $0.1 0; free to school groups 

with teacher upon advance appointment 
Open: Daily, 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. during June, July and 
August ^ 

A natural history museum containing specimens of wildlife, 
artifacts of prehistoric peoples, freaks of nature, pioneer 
artifacts, and displays of pioneer crafts and on the history 
of the area. A split rail fence is in front of the museum 
building. 

This picturesque French village offers "a bit of Luxemburg 
in America." The town was originally named Tetes des 
Morts (Heads of the Dead) after a nearby creek. An Indian 
battle took place near the stream, giving it its gruesome 
name. Nlta Ho, the high bluff about 3 mites east of Saint ^ 
Donatus is said to be the place where^one band of Indians 
killed another, and threw the bodies from the cliff. 

Niagara limestone buildings date back to the 1850's. The 
Parish Schooly formerly St. Mary's Academy, built in 1869 
and destroyed 100 years later, was the first girl^' boarding 
school in>^lowa. A winding path leads past the^14 Stations 
of the Cross to the Chapel on the Mount, a reproduction of 
Chapel du Bilchen in old-world Luxemburg. On the side of 
a rocky hill opposite, is the twin-towered, red brick 
Evangelical Lutheran Cfiurch of St. John, visible for miles 
up and down the valley. 
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49 - JACKSON \ 
. (continued) 



• Spruce Creek Chapel 
2 miles west of U S. 52, 
between Bellevue and Saint 
Donatus, iowa 



Young Museum 
406 North RIverview 
(U.S* 52, Great River Road) 
Bellevue^ Iowa 52031 

Mrs. Harry (Helen) Nicholson 
614 West Court ^ 
Bellevue, Iowa ^52031 




SO- JASPER 




Newton 
F-7 



• Ashton Wild^Wood P^rk 
7 miles west of Baxter /Iowa 

Jasper County Conservation ^oard 
Dennis Black, Executive Director 
R. R,2 

Kellogg, Iowa <S0I35 

b Colfax Minqfal Spring 
Colfax, Iowa 



Built: 1852 

A stone chapel, built by a German emigrant, Mathias 
Fritz. The stone was^obtain6d locally, A crucifix and ihe 
alter.inside the chapel wfere hand-carved by Mr. Fritz. For 
many years the Corpus Christi celebrations were held in the 
lyionth of June at the little chapel. It may be visited at any 
time of "the year,* 

Museum Organized: June 12, 1961 (the "Joe A. Young and 
Grace Young Antique Institute, Historical Society* 
and Museum"); opened to public in 1966 
« Admission: Ptee 

Open: Saturday and Sunday, 2:00-5:00 p,m., Jun^ctober, 
and July 4th and Labor Day 

A lO-room, 2-story native stone home, over 100 years old, 
with a river frontage, donated to the town by Joseph Albert 
(187M959) and Grace Mattes (d.-1956) Young for a 
museum. Displays iriilude rare cut glass and crystal, bottles, 
dhina, miniatures, larnps, suitiques, andean Egrly Bellevue 
Room containing old photographs and items of historical 
interest owned by Mr. and Mrs, Young. Mr. Young had a 
- hardware, plumbing, heating, and electrical su^Dply business 
In Bellevue. He invented a combination cistern strainer and 
cutoff, and also desig/ied and manufactured some of the 
first metallic electric signs with a patented lens.for added 
brilliance. c * 

Bellevue is one of several colorful, hisftoric towns atong the 
Mississippi on the Great River Road. Thejoldest partlbf the 
pubjic elementary school was originally the brick 
courthouse, built in 1848, when the county seat' was 
returned to Bellevue the second time. 

A 98-acre natural area of steeply rolling terrain, high ridges, 
and ravines, abounding in WHd flowers and native trees. The 
park serves as an outdoor classroom. There are bridle and 
hiking trails, and facilities for picnicking and camping. 



At the turn of the century, the Colfax mineral springs were 
known worldwide. It was while drilling for coal that 
prospectors struck a supply of mineral water 315 feet 
below ground. The water was tested by- experts and 
declared to be better than that of Carisbad, Germany. So, 
Colfax became known as the "CaVlsbad of Iowa." Visitors 
came-mainly by train- to the spa for the medicinal water, 
therapeutic baths, and for rest at one of the 9 hotels. Most 
famous of these was the 150-room Hotel Colfax. The hotel, 
a « Moorish type structure situated high above the Skur^k 
River, east of Colfax on League Ro^d, was forced to close 
during the Great Depression of the 1930's. Later, the 
building was * used as a hospital for war veterans. 
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50 -JASPER . 
{continued) 



Cblfax Mineral Springs 
(contini|ed) 



Eni^Vsor^ Hpu0h Boyhood l4ome 
,423 East 7th Street N, 
opposite Emerson Hough Elementary 
School 

Newton, Iowa 



llamas Norman Hall Birthplace 
416 E.Howard " 
Colfax, Iowa' 

James E. Smith, O^Nfi&U 



Jasper County Historical Society 
Newton, loyva 

Jack M. Wormley, President 
403 West 10th Street South 
Newt9n, lowa 50208 



headquarters for the National Purebred Livestock 
Exposition and "Pig Palace," and a treatment center for 
alcoholics. In 1952, the old landmark was acquired l>y' the 
Salvatorian Fathers, who operate the Colfax Interfaith 
Spiritual Center to train members for missionary work. 

Constructed: 1855 

Open: Privately owned; not open to the public 

A stone, bearing a bronze plaque, marks the boyhood home 
of the writer of frontier life, Emerson Hough (1857-1923). 
Several of his stories have^een made into motion pictures. 
The author of the Story of .the Cowboy (1897), The 
Mississippi Bubble (1902), The Way of the West (1903), 
The Law of the Land (1905), The Story of the Outlaw 
(1906), 54^0 or Ffghtl (1909), The Passing of the Frontier 
(1918), T/ie Covered Wagon (1922), North of 55^(1923), 
and Another of Gold (1924) was-born in 1857 in a frame 
house built in 18551 He attended the Newton public 
schools and gradu£<ted from the State University of Iowa In 
1880/ An advocate of conservation and preservation of 
wildlife. Hough wals largely responsible for an act passed by 
Congress to savej the buffalo (bison) in Yellowstone 
IMational Parfc> T^e family -silverware, chinaware, and^, 
glassware and a collection of Emerson Hough (pronounced 
Huff) papers, inclMdIng correspondence and manuscripts, 
are on file at the State Historical Building in Des Mdines. 
The marker was erected in 1928 by Isham Randolph 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Newton, Iowa. - « 

The birthplace arjd boyhood horne of author James 
Norman Hall (1887^1951), best known as the co-author of 
Mutiny^ on the Bounty (1932). Together with Charles 
Bernard Nordhoff, he wrote a number oi adventure stories 
of the South Seas, flail graduated from Grinnell College in 
1910. fKfter 4 yeargLsEjocial work in Boston and a bicycle 
tour of England, he joined the British army in 1914. It was 
following his discharge 4 years later that he and his friend 
Charles Nordhoff decided to go to Tahiti and "get away 
from rt all." He continued to live there the rest of his life, 
but made a number of trips back to Iowa. 

The 2-story house^built on Standpipe Hill, has shutters, 
bearing the letter "H , installed by the Hall family. 

Incorporated: October 11, 1973 
Meetings: 4 times a year 
Number of Members: '550 

Dues: $2.00 annual; $3.50 family; $25.00 lifetime 

The Society has tours to places of historic interest, records 
interviews with old-timers, and issues a newsletter to 
members. 
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50 -JASPER 
• (continued) 



• A/bnposa Park and ftecreation Ariea 
272 miles east and 5 miles north of 
Nevv^on, loyj^a 

Jasper County Conservation Board 
Dennis Black; Executive Director 
R. R. 2 

Kellogg, Iowa 50135 




Maytag Historical Center 
The Maytag Company 
ISIewton, Iowa 50208 



f Wagaman Mill (Lynnville Mill) 
Adjacent to the north edgex)f 
Lynnville, Iowa 

JaSpfer County Conservation Board 
Dennis Black, Executive Officer 
R. R. 2^ 

KelloggVlowa 50135 
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Jefferson pounty. Genealogical 

Society 
Fairfield, Iowa 

Mrfe Edith Reneker, 
Corresponding Secretary 
1104 South 2nd 
Fairfield, Iowa 52556 



A conservation-recreation.area of 151 acres, which includes; 
a 26'acre artificial lake. There are various species of pines as 
well as walnut and cherry ,2|nd largrwil low trees line the 
^ lake^ The original 11 1 ^cr^^luding the lake, were owned 
and developed as an outdoor retreat by Art Holmdahl, ^n 
industrialist and conservationist' from Kejiogg, Iowa. The 
property was acquired from his estate by'^K.R.D, Wolfe of 
Marshalltown, who later sold it to Jasper County 
Conservation Board, Various domestic»and exotic fqwl a 
pet crow ("Pete"), buffqjo (American bison), fallow deer 
(white and spotted), sika,(Japahesf) deer, and other animals 
may be seen in the show area- Self^uided Interpretive 
nature trails meander through the area, which serves as an 
outdoor classroom for school groups to study the sciences 
and conservation tiractipes. Other popular activities include 
picnicking, fishing, rowing, and camping. 

Admission: Free 

Open: Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m.-|^OO^fD.m. 

Autheriic antiques, wall and floor Coverings, pictures, and 
newspaper reproductiong^re used in period settings td tell 
the story of the washing machine industry /Beginning with 
the first Maytag washer-a hand-operated 1907 "Pastime" 
« model-displays progress through the years to the latest in 
home laundry equipment. ' 

'An pid mill (1846) on the North Skunk River, situated 
within a SVa-acre park and picnic area. Access to the park is 
across a cedar wood foot bridge over the river. The mill, 
a white building with red trim, has beep operated by 3 
generations of the Wagaman family since 1898. Originally a 
flour mill, livestock iPeed' has been ground <here In recent 
* years by* electricity, but the old water-powered turbines are 
intact. These date back to 1860 and 1917. The older model 
will be displayed above water, and the 1917 turbine has 
been restored to operating condition. Unlik^he wooden 
mill wheels, the turbines operate horizontally ih the water, 
about 6 Inches beneath the surface, rather than vertically,' 
and are not so common. Water turns the turbine, providing 
power to the burr stones. Both audio and visual interpre- * 
tation of the history and working of the mill will be 
presented. Some of Ifewa's earliest mills were built along 
the Skunk River as this territory was opened to white 
settlement. 

Organized: 1973 
Number of Members: 59 

A local chapter of the Iowa Genealogical Society (see Polk 
County). Members have recorded birth and m^arriage 
records and keep scrap books of newspaper clippings of 
current marriages. Displays are set up at hobby shows and 
talks on genealogy are given at schools and to other 
interested, grou ps. ^ 
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Jefferson County Historical ^ciety 
» Fairfield, Iowa 

Ben J. Taylor, Secretary 
304 South Main Street 
Fairfield, Iowa 525Ej6 



^t&of First Iowa State Fair 
North Fourth and Grimes Streets 
Fairfield, lovya 



Organized: March 1, 1963 ' 
Meetings: As called 
Number of Members: 17 
Dues: Voluntary contributions - 

Items of locafhistorical interest are preserved. A Pioneer 
Museum is maintained in the^Public Library. Exhibits also 
include stuffed birds arlij animals, Indian relics, 
archeological Collections, and art. The Library yvas the first 
Carnegie Library built west of the Mississippi River. 

The Rhodam (Rhodham, Rhodam,or Rhodeham-there are 
several variations in spelling) Bonnifield -Log Cabin, said to 
be the first erected in Jefferson County, was built in 1838. 
The Bonnifield family arrived in what is now Jefferson 
County in 1837, built their cabin In Section 4, Round 
Prairie Township, about 8 or 9 miles east of Fairfield. The 
cabin was relocated on October 25, 1907 in Water Works 
Park (Old Settlers Park), in Fairfield: , 

In the northwest part of Evergreen Cemetery is a 
monument to Mrs. M. E. (Auntie) Woods (1813-91), who 
traveled as an agent of the Ladies. Aid Society among the 
Iowa troops with a commissary wagon under soldier escort 
during th% Civil War. She received a^i honorary commission 
of major from Governor Sambel J. Kirkwood.' 

Rairfield was the site of the first Iowa State Fair, held on 
October 2^-27, 1854 in a 6-acre field/ surrounded by a r-ail 
fence. The cost of all of the equi|3ment at this fair wa5» 
about $300. An estimated 10,000 visitors came by 
horseback and in wagons to^ee the exhibits. These included 
E>r.'J. M. Shaffer's collection of snakes and lizards preserveji' 
in alcohol, homemade jam, arlctsamples of Iowa corn, oats, 
and wheat. The featured entertainment was an ekhibition 
of worhen riding horsebacl<. 

In 1925, a granite boulder with bronze tablet was placed at 
what was the entrance to the grounds. At the southwest 
corner of Central Park is a marker designating the historic 
1954 Centennial Caravan from Fairfield to thelowa State 
Fair in Des Moines, » 



F. W. Kent Park 

2V2 miles west of Tiffinjtowa 

on U.S. 6 

Johnson County Conservation Board 
R. G. Di?hlap, Executive Officer 
R. R.2 

Oxford, Iowa 52322 



A 217-acre recreational area of woodland and pcisture 
surrounding a 30-acre artificial lake. A spring-fed stream 
runs through the property. The p^rk has been developed for 
picnicking, fishing, watei- sports,;^ horseback riding, outdoor 
games, and nature study. ' • *. 
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f Indian Lookout 

«^ 4innaiSOuthof 
Jowa Clty, lawa 



Iowa City Genealo^fica! Society 
P,0*Box6tt2 
Coralville^-^tovya 52241 

Miss Mary NdTBf^; * 

Correspofiding Secretary 
620 South Johnson Street, Apt 2 
Iowa Crty, Iowa. 52240 



Iowa State Historii^i Department 
Division of Historic Preservation 
B-13MacLean Hall 
Iowa Crty, Iowa 52242 

Adrian D. Anderson, Director 



Iowa State Historti^l Department 
Division of State Historical Sdcie]ty 
Centennial Building 
402 towa Avenue 
Iowa City, Iowa 52240 

Peter T. Harstad, Director 



A high, wooded bluff overlooking the Iowa Rivep and its 
^ vaHey, The Sac and Fox Indians inhabited this region when 
white men first came to and^ettled in Johnson County, For 
a period of about lO.y^a^ (as fate as 1838); Fox Chief 
Poweshiek governed over a large village located about VA 
miles directly east of Indian lookout on the east side of the 
towa River, The glacial rid^e has become a well-known 
iowa landmark, and many stolies and legends are associated 
with the area. | ^ 

O^&eflt February 1967 1 

(Meetings: Last Tuesday of mo^th. State Historical Society 

Building, 7:30 p,m,S 
Number of Members: 50 \ 
Dwes; $3.00 annual | 

A local chapter of the Iowa Genealogical Society (see Polk 
County), organized to create arW foster^ an interest in 
genealogy, preserve and disseniinate genealogical^ and 
historical data, and aid memheb in compiling family 
genealogies. Occasional guest sp^kers are featured at 
meetings and. workshops, and a special dinner meeting is ' 
held annuaji||y isitors are welcome %o attend meetings* 

One of 4t?e 3 Divisions of the State Historical Department 
created by act of the. 65th lovi^ General Assembly 
effective July 1 , 1974. The Divlsiin'^ purpose is to identify 
and help preserve historic buildings" jand sites in Iowa, in 
" coordination with county and local historical societies and 
other groups^ and nominate properties for t^e National 
Register of Historic Places. A newsfetter The' Bracket Is 
published and distributed to those groups and individuals 
interested in preservation activities, methods, and tech- 
niques. 

Bstabdshed/ 1857 
Number of Member^: Q,5B0 
Dues: $5.00 annual 

Cepmnkf BuUdihg Open: Mopday through Friday, 8:00 
a.m. 4:30 p.m.; Saturday, 8:00 a.rn;-Noon; Last 
Tuesday of month, 6:00^9:00 p.m. 

One of 3 Divisions of the State Historical Department. The 
others are th^ Division of Historic Preservation (see above) 
and the Division of Historical Museum and Archives (see 
Polk County). 

Collects, preserves, does research, and publishes material on 
Iowa history. The library contajns 93,000 books, 30,000 
pamphlets, 12,000 volumes of bound newspapers;. 6,400 ' 
microfilms of Iowa newspapers and census records; m'anu- 
scripts, maps, and early photographs; and Indian artifacts. 
Members receive the Pa/impsest News for Members, books, 
' and other materials. The Society also sponsors river cmises 
in July, and historic tours. It is also responsible for erection 
of historical markers along major highways, the Gardner 
Cabin at ArnoWs Park (see Dickinson County), iind the 
Tool^sbOro Mound area (see Louisa County). 
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Johnson Gounty Historical Soqiety 

Coralville^ Iowa 

Mrs* Clemence, President 
620 Ninth Avenue 
CSOralville, Iowa 52241 ' 



Merrill A, Stainbrook 
State Qeological Preserve 

4 miles northeast of North Liberty^ 
Iowa, off County Road Y, near 
MehafTey Bridge 

State Conservation Commission 
State Off ice Building 
300 Fourth Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 
or 

Johnson County Conservation Board 

6* Dunlap, Executive Officer 
R.R.2 

Oxford, Iowa 52322 



Incorporated: June26, 1967 
Meetings: As called 
Naniber of Members: 200 
Paes:$2J0O 



f 



Originally organized as the Mormon Trek Menrwriat 
Foundation, Inc., the name was later changed to Heritage 
Museum Foundation/lne., and finally to the present name. 
A brick schoolhouse, built in 1876, formerly an elementary 
school in the Iowa City Community School District, was 
acxiuired for a museum^ A Woom rural school has been 
moved on the grounds to represent schools of that era. T^e 
old Coralville City Hall is dlso of historic interest and has 
been used to display antiquities through changing exhibits. 

An undeveloped geological area,, near Coralville Reservoir, 
Qontainirig spectacular exposures of Devo'nian limestone 
with an abundance of fossils, together with evidence of 
glacial erosion. The preserve encpmpa$se$ about 23 acres of 
hilly, partly wooded terrain. The unique geological features 
being preserved were brought^ view during construction 
of a new highway. The preserve is dedicated to the memory 
of Professor Merrill A. Stainbrook (1897-1956), scholar, 
teacher, author, and researcher, who devoted much of his 
career to a study of fossils and rocks such as those exposed 
in^the road cut here*'^#ie Cedar Valley limestone fossil 
faunas. . ^ 

Around 300 million years ago^ a warm, shallow^ tropical sea 
covered the Midwest. The remaihs of plant and marine life 
werfe deposited on the sea floor. After a time, this sea 
bottom rose, exposing the Cedar Valley liniestone, filled 
with fossils. Overlying this deposit is the State Quarry 
limestone* (See Old State duarry, below.) Two million 
year^ ago, great sheets of it^ covered the continent. Rock 
fragment$ and boulders, dragged along by the glaciers, cut 
deep parallel grooves in the bedrock, and smoothed 
projecting knobs of exposed rockw As the glaciers melted, 
the debris imprisoned in the ice was released, covering the 
land. 




Above and to the east of the road cut, glacial ^riations 
(scratches) are \nsible on the Surface rock. This sculpturing 
and grooving took place some 65,000 years ago as lobes of 
a continental glacier moved over the area where Solon and 
North Liberty are now located, T^iese geological features 
were disclosed in the early 1960's during the construction 
of the new Mehaffey bridge and the re-routing of the 
county road. The work of ancient glaciers. In combination 
with the abundance of well-prpserved fossils in the 
limestone, make the State Preserve a unique geological 
area. v 



1^ ©0&8 



NAME AND l.OCATIO^S 



DESeRIPTION 




m Mprmon Hindcatt Marker 

3\^miles west of Iowa City 
at Goralville, Iowa on U,S. § 




y Museum of Art 

North Riverside Drive and 

Bjvef Street 
i'JhQ University of Iowa 

Iowa City, Iowa 52242 

Jan Muhiert, Director 



Museum of Natural History 

Macbride Hall 
The University of Iowa 
Iowa City, loym S2242 

George Schrimper, Curator 



A bronze tob!ot mounted on m granite bouSden 
pSa^bythoD AR. 

in 1866, some 1,300 Immigrants, converts to the Mormon 
tojth, detrained at Iowa City, then at the end of the 
railroad. On the banks of Clear Creek, Kjuth of Coralville, is 
the site of the Mormon Handeart Brioade Camp. While 
encamped here, the Mormons constructed handcarts and 
other equipment to use on their overland journey on foot 
to Utah. . _ ■ ^ 

The handcarts were adapted by the Mormons fcr 
transporting their belongings at the suggestion of their 
ieader, Brigham Young. Built of native oak or hickory, the 
^rts vvere 6 or 7 feat long, and could carry beUveen 400 
and goo pounds, from 18g^ to 1B6Q, a total of 10 
handcart companies traveled across the .plains. Eacfi 
company had from 300 to SOO. persons. The 277-mile 
journey from Iowa Qlty to Florence, Nebraska (now on the 
north outskirts of vQnlaha) took a little less than 4 weeks. 
The average distance <S)vered each day was about IS miies. 
( Estabifshed: 1969 



Dues for Friends of the Museum of Art (Organked 
Noyfembor 1970): $10.00 annual; $1g.00 family; $5.00 
student; $25.00 contributing; $00.00 participating; $100 
supporting; $500X>0 benefactor 

Open: Monday through Friday, 10:30 a,m. - 5:00 p.m.; 
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Sunday, 1:00 - 5:00 
p.m.; closed on national holidays 

A part of the Iowa Center for the Arts located on the west 
bank of the Iowa River. The Museum was designed by New 
York architects Harrison and Abramovitz, who were 
a^ciated with the design of the United Nations 
Headquarters, Rockefeller Center, and Lincoln Center for 
the Performing Arts. Four floor levels provide exhibition 
space for widely differing groups jjf art objects. On exhibit 
are paintings, prints, antique silver, rare jade, and sculpture, 
irrcludlng more than 100 African primitive figures arid 50 
Tibetan bronzes. PaintingsT/ include works by Picasso, 
Braque, Kandinsky, Gris, Soutine, Mati^e, Gaugin, and 
Munch. The a3illection of prints offers examples of 
Rembrandt, Goya, and Dtfrer and lithographs of Honore' 
Daumier. The 140-seat auditorium is used for lectures, 
films, and other Museum events. 

Established: 1858 
Admission: Free 

Open: Monday through Saturday, 8:00 a.m,^:30 p,m.;Sun- 
day, 1:00-4:30 p.m.; closed on University and 
national holidays 
For the first 28 years of Its existence, the museum was 
housed In the Old Capitol (see below). Many of its 
collections have been obtained through expeditfons 
financed by friends of the University and by gifts The 
sv^ematically arranged exhibits include Bird Hall (with 
collections of most species recorded m rowa, including 
Iowa winter birds; abnormally colored and extinct or 



129 



NAMi AND L0CATIQN 



COUNTY AND 
COUNTY SlATr 

LOCATION ON MAP ' J 



DESeRIPTIQN 



§2 -JOHNSON 



Museum of Natural History 




• Old Capitol 

Clinton Street at Jovva Avenuo 
Iowa Osty, Iowa 



endangered speeiesi and exQtSe bWs), and a Mammal Hall. 
Much of the taxidermy h the work of Walter Thletj'e, wl^o 
served for 40 year$ as.museum^ewrator, untU Ns retjrement 
\n Mm 1 971 . Specimens represent nearly every mammall an 
order and family In the wbridl including extremely rcro 
ammals. One habitat group indydes Atlantic Walruses 
eoUested in 1901 on the coast df Greenland by tho not^jd 
■ GKpCorer, Admiral Robert E. Peary. 

There ore other displays of Qostoey, botany, fish, reptilcjs, 
amphibians^ marino inve^ebrates, insects, , bnd habim 
groups. Also finely-engraved wooden Maori imploments 
from New Zealand,* Philippine oxnibits; weapons, carvings, 
and impSements from Africa, Moxim), and Java; Eskimo 
ivOry ©arvinQS, and beadwork; arrdwheads, spearheads, and 
axes o^llected along the Sowa IRiver; and displays of 
mu^um techniques. Courses in I museum^methods are 
offered at the University, 1 ^ 

The seat of the f ii^ Territorial 
Governmenlt in Iowa was at 
^ Burlington (see Old Zionr in Pes 

Moines County), but Iowa's first 
permanent capitol was built at Iowa 
City. The eomenjtono was laid July) 
4, 1840- Bililt in Greek Revival 
style, the building was not entirely 
a)mpl0ted until 1855, and only 2 
yeare later the state capital was 
moved to Des Moines. John F. 
Rague, the supervising architect, 
also designed the Old State House 
at Springfield, Illinois (1839). The 
Old Stone Capitol housed the 
Territorial Legislature from 1842 
until 1846, and the Iowa State 
Legislature from 1846 until 1857. 
Built at a cost of $123,000, the 
capitol is topped ^y a gold dome^ 
supported by 16 Corinthian 
columns. 

The graceful old building housed 
the central adminSstrative offices of 
The University of Iowa until 1971. 
Plans are now being carried out to 
restore Old Capitol as a historic 
landmark. The original Governor's 
office. Supreme Court chambers, 
and the House and Senate chambers 
on the first and second floors are 
being restored to their original 
appearance. The 200th anniversary 
of the birth of the United 
States-July 4, 1976~was set for the 
dedication of Iowa's restored Old 
Capitol. 
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t^l!Me andVocatiqn description 



Ot^ Steto Quarry 

1 3 mHes northeast of North Liberty, 
lovvO on west bank of Cerolville 

IBeservoor ' ^ • ■ 

{(Scv^ River) 

Johnkon County Conservatbn Board 
. S.| Dunlap^ Executive Officer 
R. 2 

)Kford, 8owa 52322 



Plum GrovG 

727 Sv«/it2er Avenue 
Jowa Crty, Iowa 

State Conservation Commission 

State Office Building 

300 Fourth Streef 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319 




Derffc^ji^i/; December 24, 1969 

A State Geological Preserve of about 8 acres, formerly 
known as Old Capitol Quorry, This quarry provided part of 
the limestone for the Old Stone Capitol in Iowa City as well 
as for the present State Capitol in^Des Moines ana the 
abutments for the otd Burlington Street Bridge in Iowa 
City. The quarry and a lime kiln provided fhcome to local 
r^Idents during the letter half of the fSth Century. The 
Ffenn Quarry Company and D. A. Schaeffer operated the 
quarry from 1844 until nearly 1900. The old hand-drilled 
vertical holes, 1 inch in diameter and a few inches in length, 
may still be seen on the north wall of the quarry. Steel 
spikes were driven into these hofes to break away huge 
blocks of the limestone. By 1897, the quarry was virtually 
abandoned. , 

The rock is composed largely of cemen'ted fragments of 
clam-like shells of brachiopods, swept into the turbulent 
shallow sea of ;^He Upper Devonian period of 300 million 
years ago. Low^^r beds of this rock, called State Quarry 
limestone, together with underlying beds of Cedar Valley 
limestone, may be seen in the road cut neat the new 
Mehaffey Bridge, 1 mile north of this site (see Merrill A. 
Stainbrook State Geological Pr^erve/above). 

Admission: Free 

Open: Tuesday through Saturday, 1:00-5:00 p.m. April to , 
November . 

Ttie historic home of Robert Lucas, first Governor of the 
Territory of Iowa (1838-1841), and his wife. Friendly. This 
impressive rOd brick residence-the "Mount Vernon of 
l0wa"« was built by Lucas In 1844 on ID acres of land, and 
remained his home until his death on" February 7, 1853. 
The foundation of the house was constructed of native 
stone quarried in the area, and the brick was manufactured 
In Iowa City. Each of the 7 main rooms had its own 
fireplace. 

Although of Quaker ancestry' Lucas was a military man, 
rising in rank to become a major general in the Ohio militia 
and a colonel in the U.S. Army. He served 4 years as 
Governor of Ohio before his appointment as Iowa 
Territorial Governor by President Martin Van Buren, 

Governor Lucas is buried in Oakland Cemetery in Iowa 
City, where Iowa's Civil War Governor (1860-1864), ^ 
Samuel J. Kirkwood, is also buried. Kirkwood, a strong 
supporter of President Abraham Lincoln, served again as 
Governor of Iowa from 1876 until 1877, when he resigned 
to become U.S. Senator. He was also Secretary of the 
Interior in the cabinet of President James A, Garfield, 
1881-82. 
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Plum Grove was purchased by the State of Iowa in 1940 
' and restored. The home has been appropriately furnished 
with pieces authentic to the Lucas period by Iowa members 
of the National Society of €<Hon1al Dames of America. 



if Williams Prairie 
,2yavmiles north - northwest 
of Oxford, Iowa 



53 -JONES 



Artamosa 
D-12 



1 



lowa^hapter« 
The Nature Conservancy 
c/o Robert Hulbary ' 
Department of Botany 
UniversiW of Iowa 
Iowa Ciiy, Iowa 52242 




Antioch Scho< 
Grant Wood 
3 miles east bf 
onU.S/64 



lyiemorial 

imorial Park 
artamosa, Iowa 



Paint 'n' Palette ( 
Mrs. Gerald F, Br 
204N.Huberl 
An^mosa^owa 52^05 



• Jone» County Historical 

Monticem), Iowa • 

^ C. L. Norlin. President 

323 North Chestnut Street 
, Monticellojowa 52310 

br 

« Esther A-. Sinclair 
, R.F.D. 
, . ' Scotch Grove, Iowa 52331 

ERIC 



21 acres of unplowed, wet prairie with boggy areas. Among, 
the plants found here are the sensitive fern, mar^h fern, 
bunch flower, purple and yellow conef lowers, prairie 
fringed orchid, gayfeather, \^rious sunflowers, and the 
unusual bottle gentian. 

The sedge wren (short-billed marsh wren) and the bobolink 
may be seen .here. Both of these bircte are becoming rare In 
Iowa due to the almost complete disappearance of ^^moist 
prairies. V , } j 

The north side of the prairie is adjacpnt to a cemetery. 
Being only \6 miles west of |ow^^ City, the tract has 
essential usefulness for students in biology, ecology, and 
environmental studies. 

Orgmized: June 1955 

Meeting^: Second and fourth Wednesday of each month 
Number of Members: 34 - 
Dues: $10.00 anniial 

Schooihouse Open: Sunday, 1 :00-5:00 p.m. during summer 
and faltj other times by appointment 

A rural schoolhouse^ built in 1872 and attended by Iowa 
artist Grant Wood (1892-1 i942) from* 1897 to 19pl. It 
contains reproductions of Wood's paintings and historical 
articles. Grant Wood was one of the "regional painters," 
together with Thomas Hart Benton and John Steuart Curry, 
and died just ope day short of his 50th birthday. The Log 
Cabin Art Gallery and Studio, on the grounds, displays 
amateur art. An Outdoor Art Exhibit and Open House is 
held annually on the last Sunday in July. Grant Wood's 
birthplace, where he spent the first 10 years of his life, was 
located about 3 miles east of Anamosa. The' 2-story frame 
farmhouse was destroyed by fire October 3, 1974. The 
house was about % mile across a field from Antioch School. 
Wood moved to Cedar Rapids in 1901 with his widowed 
mother, 2 brothers, and a sister. His grave is in Riverside 
Cemetery, at the 'southwest edge of Anamosa, 

incorporated: September 7, 1973 * 
Meetings: Every other month 
Number of Members: 100* 
.Dues: $2.00 annual 

A Pioneer CompJex, constructed by the Society next to a 
grove of oaks, near Scotch Grove In Scotch Grove Town- 
ship, about % mile from the Jones County Home. 

In 1837, a small band of Highland Scotch falhriijies settled 
here in the Black Hawk Purchase. These I|npoverlshed 
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JONES 
(continued) 



Jones Gounty Historical Spqiety 
(continued) 




Pictured Rocks 

4 miles southeast of ; 
Monticello, Iowa / " 

Jones County Conservatiomfioard 
Dean Frankfurt;'Executive Officer 
Central Park 

Center Junction Jowa 52212 





# Site of First Sod Turned in 
Madison Township 

East of Anamosa, Iowa on road 
to Wyoming, Iowa 

• Stone aty, Iowa 

4 miles west of Anamosa, Iowa 



Scottish ftrmers, known as the Selkirk^ Settlers, had been 
evicted from their native home in northern Scotland, and 
. had first settled on the Red River of the North, in Canada, - 
where Winnipeg now stands. The" 1000-mile overland- 
journey from Canada to Scotch XJrove (originaify called 
Applegate's Crossing) took 4 months. Red River or 
Pembina Carts, drawn by a bullock, cow/ or other animal, 
carried their belongings. Each 2-wheeled, wooden cart was 
loaded with from 700 to 1,000 pounds, and was followed 
by the livestock. Other families came here in succeeding 
years, to add their log cabins to the settlement. Soon, 
I 'churches and schools were also built, and later, grist mills, 
sawmills, and other bijfldings and businesses. 

Near Scotch Grove, in the bluffs along the Maquoketa 
River, is Silurian Coral (Goniophyllum), or Pyramid Coral, 
found in very few other locations, A specimen is on display 
in the State.Historical Museum (see Polk -County). 

A 427-acre;site stretching for SVa miles along the ^ 
Maquoketa River, gj-eserved for its natural beauty. The 
terrain is rough and densely wooded. Steep natural 
limestone bluffs; carved by the river, tower nearly 100 feet 
above the water. The area abounds in animals and birds, 
including deer, red and gray foxes, mink, muskrat,'raccoon, 
beaver, and turkey vultures. This stretch of the river is 4deal 
for float trips. Other activities are fishing, picnicking, 
hiking,'antf primitive camping. ^ 

Indign Bluffs Wilderness, comprising about 3,500 acres, has ' 
also been proposed for development as a scenic wilderness 
region. This privately*owned land extends both north a?a 
south ^of Pictured Rocks, along the Maquoketa River. The 
area is ideal for canoeing, hiking, nature study, and 
scientific research, and is frequently used by college 
ecojogy classes. Scenes of rugged beauty, high bluffs, 
prairie, ^nd heavy timber, with hawks soaring overhead, are 
outstanding feeatures. 

A marker set up on June 4, 1913 recognizing the first 
prairie sod turned in Madison Township, Jones County, 
Iowa, on June 4, 1852. The plow was pulled by oxen driven 
by John Bender. 

Post Office Estabtished: 1873 

in the 1930's, artist Grant Wood established an Art Colony 
at Stone City. In 1929,. he pajnted "Stone City," which 
drew nationwide attention. THis painting Is now owned by 
the Joslyn Art Museum, Omaha, Nebr^ka. 

In 1850, John A. Green settled here and opened the first 
Stone City quarry. The town was a flourfshing community 
in the 1880's, situated in the sheltered valley of the 
Wapsipinicon River. The bluffs above the river provided a 
fine grade of limestone and from the quarries came the 
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S$*JONES 
(continued), 



Stone aty, Iowa 
(a)ntinued) 




stone fqr many of thq homes, places of business, the 
diurch, and school In Stone City. A large hotel and an 
opera house (where such famous performers as Jenny Und 
and Tom Thumb appeared) were also built. The structure 
(Columbia 41otel and Opera House) was later torn down 
and used for building stone in Cedar Rapids. During the 
period of railroad growth in America, $tone from these 
quarries was .used to build nhany of the early railroad 
bridges. More recently, this stone was used in the con- 
struction of the men's reformatory at Anamosa, the 
Herbert Hoover Library at West Branch, and for the 
fireplage chimney of the first log cabin erected at the Des 
Moines Birthplace memorial. 

The wider use of cement and other materials for building 
purposes after 1900 jcaused a decrease in the demand for 
limestone and Stone City^was all but deserted. In December 

1970, the landmark Stone City bridge, erected across the 
Wapsipinicon In 1882, was demolished and replaced In 

1971. Ttie old iron bridge was a favorite subject of^ 
photographers and artists. 



• Wapsipinicon State Park 
South edge of Anamosa, 
Iowa on U.S. 151 

State Conservation Commission 

State Office Building 

300 Fourth Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319 



I 



The ruinrSlAhe'Green mansion may be seen on a hill west 
of Stone City, overlooking the town. The miigsjve 3-story 
structure was blfllt in 1883 and had several marble 
fireplaces. Other stone buildings on the extensive grounds 
include a turret-like water tower, ice house, and barns. 
After Green offered reverses and went out of business, the 
property was acquired by the Nissen family of Cedlar 
'Rapids for a summer residence. In 1932, the family allowed 
Grant Wood to use the house for a summer art school until 
1934. The mansion's interior was Converted to dormitories, 
studios, and dining and recreation rooms. Th^ water tower 
became an apartment and the ice house a sort of raths- 
keller. Old ice wagons were used for additional dormitory 
space. In November 1963, a fire reduced the Green mansion 
to ruins. 

The community room in the former schoolhouse is used for 
potlucks and barbecues. Tours to the stone quarries, 
reopened in the 1950*s, and other local points of interest 
are conducted for visitors during the summer. 

L • 
The 248-acre tract along the west bank of the Wapsipinicon 
River includes high rocky sandstone and Jimestone cliffs, 
open meadows and timbered hills, several caves, and an 
abundance of wildlife and plants of high botanical value, 
and Indian burials. Hiking trails lead to bowl -shaped Horse 
Thief Cave, said to have been used as a hideout by early-day 
bandits and horse thieves, and Ice Cave, which maintains a 
steady temperature year-round, Indian rblics, flintchips, 
shells, skeletons, and animal bones have been found below 
the surface, inside Horse Thief Cave, Wapsipinicon State 
Park was used Qji June 6, 1924 to hold a national meeting 
of the Ku Klux Klan. The meeting lasted well into the night 
and next morning, after the crowd had left, a man was 
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(continued) 
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Belva-Deer Park 
'5 miles northeast of 
Sigourney, Iowa 



Keokuk County Conservation Board 
Jimmy^eevers, Executive Officer 
R. R. 1, OIlie, Iowa 52576 



• Bond Hill Park 

4 miles north of 
Richland, Iowa 
on Iowa 77 



Delta Covered Bridge 

214 nrfiles southeast of Delta, Iowa 

Keokuk County Conservation Board 
Jimmy Seevers, Executive Officer 
R. R. t, OIlie, Ibwa 52576 




7 



found hanging from a tree. Dutch Creek meanders through . 
the park and empties into Wapsipinipon Riven The oldest 
planting of white pine in Iowa creates an atmosphere Qf 
being "way out West" or in the Far North. There are 
facilities in the park for picnicking, camping, fishing, 
hiking^ nature study, and golf. 

A 360-acre tract of open and wooded land being deyeloped 
as an educational facility and for outdoor recreation. A 
nature center and outdoor classroom, properly labeled 
' nature trails, wayside teaching stations, and educational 
displays, and demonstration areas are planned. Oyer 6,QD0 
trees have been set out on the hills, and grain is planted for 
wildlife. There are several small lakes, and large areas have 
been set aside for picnicking and camping. 

^ , , 

A tract- of 8 acres containing many of the native trees of 
lowa-\vhite oak, black oak, swamp oak, maple; hickory, 
walnut, buckeye, linden, hackfaerry, ash, and elm-preserved 
in its natoal state for wildlife cover and nature study. The 
gently rolling land also supports a variety of native shrubs, ' 
and in the spring there is a profusion of woodland wild ) 
flowers carpeting the" ground. A small picnic area is f 
maintained; camping is permitted. 

The last remaining covered bridge in Keokuk County, and 
one of the few left in Iowa. The bridge, open to foot traffic 
only, spans the North Skunk River and was built at a cost ( 
of $1,620. The contract to build the bndge was awarded to 
local contractors Joseph Merryfield and James Harlan. 
Supporting timbers were cut in 1867 and put In place over 
the river 'during th^ winter, using t;he ice for support. The 
bridge was built on the banks and moved into place piece 
by piece. Most of the wood was notched and locked 
together with wood bars. The distinctive arch truss or 
Pennsylvania type of construction is unusual. By 1973,' 
flood waters washed out the south approach to the bridge 
and a new channel was cut so the river would bypass the 
bridge and repairs could be made. 

The winding, scenic road leading from the area is known as 
Old^Mill Road. The road passes througfi dense timberland, ^ 
along the bluffs overlooking the river, and is bonJered by 
wild flowers and sumac. On one of the bluffs along this 
early trail and near the river, a gristmill was built in 1844 
by Jacob Kensler, and operated by John B. Lough. The old 
mill was torn down in the early 1900's. 

Just west of the covered bridge area is a historic cemetery, 
known as the Kensler Cemetery, where many pioneer graves 
are marked by handmade headstones. 

A shady, 1-acre roadside park and p(cniq area is maintained 
at the south end of the bridge on a wooded, sloping hillside. 
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Griffin Park 

{formerly H ighland Park) 

Vz mile east of the south edge of 

What Cheer^ Iowa 

Keokuk County Conservatiojn Board 
Jimmy Seevers, Executive Officer 
R.'R.1,OllieJowa 52576 



• Keokuk Counj^y. tllstorii^l Society 
Sigourney, Ibwa,. 

Ralph Goeldrier, President 
302 West Elm 
' Sigourney, Iowa 52591 



Manhattan Bridge Park 

3 miles north of 
Oilre, Iowa 

Keokuk County Conservation.Board 
Jimmy Seevgrs, Executive Off icer. 
R- R. 1 , OIlie, Iowa 52576 

Rock Creek Church 

4 miles southwest of Oflie, 
and^ mile north of Iowa 78 



A 40-niile tract including^^im abandoned clay pit, 
surrounded by trees agd undergrbw(th, received as a gift 
from Griffin Clay Pipe«Company, wtijch operated from 
1962 until 1964. Coal Cre^k and an abandoned railroad 
right-of-way run along one side of the park* Small ponds, 
fed by springs from 2 old mine shaftg^ provide fishing, and 
the area is alsc^ open to picnicking and camping. Hiking 
trails have been estabtished to provide access to the wildlife 
area for nature study. , 

What Cheer dates back to around 1865 and vyas later 
known as "the Coal City of Iowa." Before the turn of the 
Century, however^ most of the larger obal veins were 
worked out and the mines closed. Then superior deposits of 
clay were discovered and the manufacture of various 
products of clay was begun^ These included table and 
kitchen ware, flower pots, v^es, and clay pipe or tile. At 
this period in its history,/What Cheer was referred to as 
'The Clay City." / ^ 

Organized: January 21,1 963 \ 
Meetings: When called 
Number of members: 60 
Dues: $1.00 annual 

A marker has been erected in South English, Iowa in 
memory of the Tally War or Skunk River War, a Civil War 
incident in which Cyphert Tally, a young Baptist preacher, 
was killed. His grave ,is In the cemetery at Rock Creek 
Church (see below)« 

A 1 acre? wooded tract adjacent to Manhattan Bridge on the 
South Skunk River, where an otd water-powered mill once 
operated* The mill has been torn down, but when the river 
is low, the remains of the old millrace may be seen. The 
area is now used for boating, fishing, picnicking, and 
camping, and as an outdoor classroom. 



Founded: 1844 

Open: Chufch always open; special services as announced 

A deeply religious group, the Pioneer Separate Baptists, 
establisl^i^^ church here in January 1844. They were 
among Iowa's earliest settlers. The double doors of the 
small white church, built 2 years before Iowa became a 
state, are never locked. The church has been restored and 
contains the old narrow, straight pews, and other 
furnishings. Church records state that one early settler was 
excluded from membership because he engaged in horse 
trading on Sunday. A woman was excluded for dancing. 
The original constitution and organization of "Rock Creek 
Church of S,eparate Baptists" is kept at Iowa City in the 
vaults of the State Historical Society of Iowa. 
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• What Cheer Opera House^ Inc. 
What Cheer, Iowa 

Tommy Burrrss, President 
What Cheer, Iowa 502JB8 

or . 
Mrs. Larry (Phyllis) Nicholson, 
Treasurer 

What Ch^er, Iowa 50268 ' 



DESCRIPTION 




55 - KOSSUTH 




Algona 
AB-5 ° 



ERIC 



Organi^edrl(uQ[JiSt30,^965 

The 1893 brick Opera House has been restored and is used 
to. pre^nt concerts by ''big name" bands and variety 
programs. ^The 800-seat theatre has featured nationally 
known artists, and companies often came to the What " 
Cheer Opera House within a few weeks of their appearance 
on Broadway, The attractively designed interior, with its 
horseshoe balcony, marvelous ; acoustics, and such 
memorabilia as old posters and the reserved seat ticket 
board, are preserved. 

An old brick schoolhouse has been preserved. One of the 4 
rooms Is furnished as an old school. There is also a pioneer" 
room, while other rooms are used to display artifacts and 
items of local historical significance, such as mining 
equipment and clay products. A log cabin, dating back to 
1840, has also been moved to the site and furnished in that 
era. 



Yen-Ruo-Gis Park 
2 miles north of 
Sigourney, Iowa 

Keokuk County Conservation Boi^rd* 
Jimmy Seevers^ Executive Officer 
R»R. l.Ollle, Iowa 52576 



• Ambrose A, Call State Park 

V/^ miles southwest of Algona, Iowa 
on Iowa 274 



State Conservation Commission 

State Office Building 

300 Fourth Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

Kossuth County Historical Society 
Nebraska and Dodge Streets 
Algona, Iowa 50511 

William Dau, Sr., President 
Algona, Iowa 50511 
or 

Chester R.Schoby^ 

R. R. 1, Algona, Iowa 50511 

Kossuth County Historical 
Society Museum 

Nebraska and Dodge Streets 
Algona, Iowa 50511 



Mrs. Wayne Keith, Museum Director 
Algona, Iowa 50511 



A 76-acre area consisting of an abandoned rock quarry 
(Kaser Quarry), 8-acre lake, open pasture, and timber, used 
for recreation-fishing, boating, swimming, scuba diving, 
picnicking, and primitive ^camping--and as an outdoor 
classroom for nature study. The park's name is Sigourney, 
spelled backwards. 



A wooded area of 130 acres with exceptionally large black 
walnut trees and oaks, overlooking the East Fork of the Des 
Moines River. Formerly farm land belonging to the Call 
family, the park includes the site of the first log cabin in 
Kossuth County, built in July 1854 by Ambrose A. Call. 
According to some historians, Inkpaduta and his band of 
outlaw Sioux Indians camped here before perpetrating the 
Spirit Lake Massacre of 1857 ■ 

Organized: 1959 

Meetings: Second Tuesday in January 
Number of Members: 450 
Dues: $2.00 annual; $25.00 life 

Activities include an annual bean supper held on George 
Washington's birthday, and a historical display at the 
Kossuth County Fair. The Society also operates Kossuth 
County Historical Society Museum (see below). 

Dedicated: September 17, 1967 
Admission: Free 

Open: Friday, 2:00-4:00 p.m.; other times by appointment 

' A 2-story, 30-x 50-foot building, built in 1867 and 
formerly the public schoolhouse, G.A.R. Hall, library, and 
American Legion Hall, acquired by the Kossuth County 
Historical Society (see above) in June 1967 for a museum. 
Exhibits include a grandmother's kitchen, a period living 
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5S>K0SSUTH 
(continued) 



4^ 



Kossuth Ooiinty Historical 
Sodety Museum . 
(continued) 



• Lone Rock 

- City PaJ^k^southvyest corner of 
Lone Rock, Iowa 

Erich Seegebartli, Mayor 

- Lone Rock, ^Wa 5G559 




Pioneer Drug Store Museum 
Highway 18 West, near 
Algona, Iowa. Located in home 
office building. 

Druggists Mutual Insurance Co. 
P.O. 370 

Algonajowa 50511 



• Stinson Prairie 

4 miles west and 1 mile south, 
of Algona, Iowa ' 

Kossuth County Conservation Board 
Mrs. Delores Lemkee, Secretary 
606 East Call Street 
Algona, Iowa 50511 ' 



room, wearing apparel, pictures of early days, war 
memorials,, pioneer items, and art. A record and research 
department contains books, histories of the county, and a 
file of newspapers of the Upper Des Moines region dating 
back to 1870. 

A large granite glacial boulder, originally located in afield a 
short distance from a pioneer settlement which came to be 
called Lone Rock. The rock was a pioneer Jandmarkon-the 
trail from Fort Dodge through Algona, to Armstrong, 
Estherville, and Spirit Lake. At the time of the Spirit Lake 
Massacre/this was the turning point for the rescue party to 
head west. 

In 1899, the Chicago and North Western Fiailrpad built a 
branch line from Burt to Fox Lake which ran abdut 2 miles 
south of the town artd the boulder called Lone Rock. So 
the town moved its creamery (started in 1895}^ general . 
store, and post office to the present location, to be on the 
railroads ' 

Prior to the town's Diamond Jubilee (75th anniversary), in 
1974, the 175-ton boulder was blasted from its original 
location and moved to the new town site, so that it would 
be more accessible, and to bring the town and the rock 
together again. With a population of les^tj^an 200, some of 
the rerfdents of Lor^ Rock thought It mig|jt have been 
easier to move the town back to the rock-and if this had 
happened, history would have repe|fed itself. Main Street 
in the present town is on the dividilg section line for Burt 
and Penton Townships. 

; ■ . ^ : ' 

Established: 1971 
Admission: Free 

Ope/7: Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Recreation of a drug store, typical of tlie early 1900's, with, 
a soda fountain, wjre chairs and table, prescription 
department, display cases filled with old bottles, eye 
glasses, false teeth, and other items. Tours for small groups 
may be arranged. 

About 32 acres of gently rollfrig natural prairie land, never 
touched with a plow, preserved as a botanical study area. 
Many native flowering plants grow here in this nesting area 
for upland game birds and spng birds. Jhe tract is included 
in the State Preserves System. 
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• Union Slough 4^ational 
Wildlife Reftjge 

5% miles east of Bancroft, Iowa; ' 
5 different county roads pass 
through the refuge a few miles east 
of U S. 169 

- Jack WonlbSev Refuge Manager 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
BoxAF 

Titonka, Iowa 50480 




Established: 1938 



A long, narrow tract of 2,155 acres of original wildland, set 
aside as part of a vital link in the chain of refuges making 
up the Mississipf)i Flyway, extending from the Canadian 
border to the Gulf pf Mexico. The slough, which is actually 
the remains of a pre-glacial river bed, is used as a stopover 
for migrating waterfowl and as an animal refuge. The 
outlying areas of the marshland have been drained by tiling, 
to adapt 'the land to farming, and some Crops are left in 
nearby fields to attract the wildlife. A variety of geesfe, 
ducks, herons, and pelicans may be seen, as well as deee and 
oXhe% mammals. In the south partof therefuge^is a 50-acre 
stand of ash, ,oottonwood, elm, and wild plurifi Buffalo 
Creek runs through this forest, the home of a large beaver 
cplony. A variety of fungi and wild flowers may also be 
seen. 

The refuge is open at announced times for tours, and 
neighboring schools and Scout groups use the refuge as an 
outdoor laboratory. Parking lots, self-guiding nature trails, 
and a blind for observers and photographers are provided. 



56 - LEE 




Fort Madison 

and 
Keokuk 
Ml 



Bluff Park ■ 
Park Street 
Keokuk, Iowa 



Coleman Memorial Park 

3% miles south of Hillsboro, Iowa 

along Iowa 16 

Lee County Conservation Board 
Carmi Lo^enburg, Executive Officer 
Box 245 

Donnelison, Iowa 52625 



Affords a view of many of Keokuk's industrial plants. From 
this point 3 st£ftes may be seen-lllinois, Iowa, and Missouri. 
In addition to Keoki|k, the toi5^s of Warsaw, Illinois and 
Alexandria, Missouri are visible. The names of each of these 
3 communities begin and end with the same letters of the 
alphabet-a geographical oddity once noted in Riple/s 
"Believe It Or Not." During the winter many American 
bald eagles soar over the river in this area. * 

A 3-acre tract on which is located the old Bailes 
Schoolhouse in a stand of hickory trees. The schoolhouse, 
built before the turn of the Century, is being restored as a 
monument to early-day education in Iowa. A number of 
former pUpils of Bailes School now lie buried in the little 
cemejtery adjacent to the grounds. 

The park is named for Alex Coleman who, about 1930, 
constructed and paid for 13 miles of paved highway, now 
Iowa 16, at a cost of over $250,000. 
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(continued) 



Ooton Civil War Memorial P^rk 
Crdton^ Iowa 

tee County Conservation Board 
CarmI Lowenburg. Executive Officer 
Box 245 

Oonneltsonjowa 52625 




• First Orchard in (owa 
Montrose, Iowa | ^ 



• Port Des Moines No« 1 
Montrose, Iowa 




Iowa's only Civil War battle scars 
are at Croton. The cannonballs that^ 
fell here afford the only Instance In 
which hostile cannonftre has landed 
on Iowa soil. The Des Moines River 
formed the boundary between 
North and South In. a battle or 
skirmish that was fought at Athens, 
. Missouri, across the river-^from 
Croton, on August 5, 1861. A 
monunient has been erected at this 
historic site to honor the casualties. 
Sprouse House, located in an 8-acre 
park, was used as a field hospital 
during the struggle. One of the 
casualties was William Sprouse, who 
later died of his wounds in his own 
home. The old brick house 
deteriorated in more recemt years to 
the point where restoration was not 
feasible. . 



A marker /placed on the grounds of Montrose Elementary 
School in 1930 coi^memorates Iowa's first orchard. 

Louis Honore' Tesson, a French-Canadian fur 
trader^ obtained a land ^ grant from jSpalji in 1799 and 
established a trading post at present-ddy Montrose, making 
thiis one of the first permanent s^tflments established by 
white ^en in what js now Iowa. Tesson obtained about 100 
apple irees'in St. Charles, Missouri and brought them back 
on mules to his home. The grove of trees he planted was the 
first orchard in Iowa, thriving under the flags of Spain, 
France, and the United States. The orchard was submerged 
by the waters of Lake Keokuk when the nearby mile-long 
dam was built across the Mississippi in 1910-13 at Keokuk. 



The first of three military 
establishments named Fort Oes 
Moines was built In 1834 by Lt. 
Col. Stephen Watts Kearny and his 
Dragoons along t^e Mississippi 
River, at the present site of 
Montrose, Iowa. 

Nathaniel (Nathan) Boone, a son of 
Daniel Boone, was captain of one 
of the three companies of Dragoons 
sent from "Fort Gibson, Arkansas to 
Fort Des Moines No. 1. It was from 
here that Lt. Col. Kearny, ac- 
companied by about 150 men, in- 
eluding Captain Boone and Lieu- 
tenant Albert M. Lea, left on an 
exploring expedition into the wilder- 
ne?s of the Des Moines River Valley. 
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Fort Des Moines No, 1 
(aontinuGd). 




• Galland School 

3 miles south of Montrose, Iowa 

State Conservation Commission 

State Office Building 

300 Fourth Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319 



OESCRIPTiON ^ 



The purpose of this expedition was to find a location for. 
a new fort. It was at Raccoon Forks that Fort Des Moines 
No. 2 was later buHt (see Polk County), 

Boone and his company of Dragoons started out on June 6, 
1835,^ following the ridge betweeri th^ Des Moines and 
Skunk Rivers and continuing on to the present northern 
boundary of the State of Iowa. At this point, the company 
was attacked by a party of Sioux and a fierce fight ensued. 
Following this, the expedition hastened southward, 
returning to the junction of the Raccoon and Des Moines 
Rivers, and on back to Fort Des Moines No, 1, to complete 
a tour of over 1,100 miles. 

Never intended as a permanent installation. Fort Des 
Moines No. 1 was abandoned. in 1837, and the Dragoons* 
were transferred to- Fort Leavenworth. The only remaining 
evidence of the first FoiJ Des Moines is the well used by the 
soldiers, said to be the oldest in Iowa. There Is a pump on 
the well which is marked with a stone enclosure. 

Montrose was earlier known as Cut Nose, after an Indian ^ 
chief who lived nearby, and Mount of Roses, because of the 
abundance of wild roses growing along the Mississippi. The 
settlement flourished du^e to its position as the upstream 
point of the steamboat"portage over the Oes Mpines Rapids. 
The rapids in the Mississippi River between here and 
Keokuk were treacherous in high water and next to 
impassable at few river stages, so these two points of 
portage were used by those going up and down the streak. 
During these'^prosperous times, Montrose boasted of boat 
builders, wood mills, and steamboat pilots. It was from 
Mqnfrose, located across the Mississippi from Nauvoo, 
Illinois, that the Mormons began their trek across Iowa in 
1846, on their way to Utdh. With the completion of the 
Keokuk Dam in 1913, the water level oTthe Mississippi was 
raised, submerging the- formerly hazardous rapids. The 
special portaging, piloting,, and boat repairing centered at - 
^ontrose came to a standstill, and the population of the 
town declined. 

Replica of the first schoolhouse in Iowa, erected in 1830 by 
Dr. Isaac Galland in a clearing on the bank of the 
Mississippi River at a place called Ahwipetuck, which means 
"head of the rapids." 

Dr. Galland was a botanical doctor and writer of ability and 
brought his family across the Mississippi River in 1829 to 
settle in this new and promising land, within the "Half 
Breed Tract." Tvventy-three-y^r-old Berryman Jennings, a 
native of Kentucky, was employed by Dr. Galland as the 
first teacher. The schoolhouse was only 8 by 10 feet in 
dimension, and was constructed of unhewn logs, notched 
close together and mudded. The floor was made of split 
logs. Window panes were greased paper. Seats and benches 
were made by splitting a tree 8 or 10 inches In dlarfieter in 
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BB«LEE 

(continued) 



Galland School 
((X)ntinucd) 



KeQkuk Dam 

Mississippi River 
Keokuk, Iowa 



halves, white crude desks were fastened to the vvi^lls beneath 
th& windows. Pupils were required to 0tand unless they 
could furnish their own high stools. The school itself 
existed for only 3 years, as immigrants pushed on westward 
following the signing of the Treaty of 1B37 which opened 
up additional lands of the Sac and Fox to white settlement. 
Abandoned as a school, the log bujiding was lised as a 
family kitchen for a time, then as a shelter fot^ livestock, 
and finally the logs were burned for firewood. The original 
site was submerged in 1913 when the KeokukJ>am was 
built, raising the level of the Mississippi River and forming 
Lake Keokuk. The reproductroh of the tog schoolhouse, 
erected by the Lee County Scftoolmaster's Club, is situated 
near the original location along the Mississippi River. Built 
in 1940, the monument is maintained by the State 
Conservation Commission. 

Keokuk Dam and Power House was the largest lowhead 
hydroelectric power station in the world when completed 
in 1913. The 7/8-mile-long dam has 119 spillways. The 
locks (U. S. Lock No.' 19) are the largest on the Mississippi 
River, the dam, power plant, and navigational locks span 
the Mi^issippi River at the foot of the rocky rapids that 

..were long a hazard to river traffic. Th^e rapids were first 
by-passed by portaging passengers and freight from Keokuk 
to IVJpntrose (see Fort Des Moines No. 1, above). In 1S77, a 
9-mile canal was completed hear the Iowa shore, allowing 

vbig Mis§issippi River packets to steam on past this hazard. 
One of the brown ^ndstpne walls th^ formed the entrance 
to the old canal can stiH'be seen fc)y the present 1,200-foot 
locks. The locks an^' powerhouse are open to visitors during 
the summer monthC free of charge." 



• Keokuk RfverMuseuitf 

Victory Park at foot of Johnson Street 
Keokuk, Iowa 

William L. Talbot 
^226 High Street 
Keokuk, Iowa 52632 




Established: 1962 

Meetings^ Keokuk Museum Commission meets at 4:00 p.m. 

on the second Thursday of each month 
Number of Members: B ^ 
Admission: $0.75, children $0.40; tour groups of 12 or more, 

$0.60 for adults, $0.^30 for children ^ 
Open: Monday through. Saturday, 9:00 a.m,-5 p.m.; Sunday 
and holidays, 10:00 a.n^.-6:00 p.m.; mid-April to No- 
vember 1 / > 

An old helical paddlewhifel towboat, the George M.^ 
Verity, berthed on the riverfront, serves as a museum of 
upper Mississippi River history. This steamboat, built in 
1927, pushed barges for 33 years on the Ohio aqd 
Mississippi Rivers, and inaugurated modern barge service 
between St. Louis, Missouri and St. Paul, Minnesota. She 
was one of the last sternwheelers to operate on the 
Mississippi, The boat was presented to the City of Keokuk 
by Armco Steel Company dn December 10, 1960. Visitors 
have access to the machinery and interior of the steamboat. 
Pictures and river artifacts iare displayed. The museum Is 
sponsored and operated by the Keokuk Museum 
Commission. 
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Lee Oounty Courthouso 

Keokuk, te;va 



Leo County Oenealagieal Soeioty 
"P. O. Box 303 
Keokuk, Iowa §26^ 

Mrs. Ltoyd KelSy, Corrcs^rKline 
. Seca-etary 
R. R.2 

Keokuk, \o\vC^ 52632 



Lee bounty Iowa Historical Sooloty 
318 North Fifth Street 
Keokuk, Iowa 52632 

Mrs. Robert (Jans) Kerr, President 
1209 Btondeau Street 
Keokuk, Iowa 52B32 
or 

William L. Talbot 
226 High Street 
Keokuk; Iowa 52632 
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Om ofi^thO' 2 .courthoysGo in Leo C^ynty (the other is 
losotcd/at Fort Mad5sofi)/©riem3]ly feyilt for d-medie^l 
s*oo! in 1817. ThQ ssJisot- wgs later etosed for lock of 
■ funds and the buiidsng was so!d to the ooucity for uzq qs o 
, anuGttowso. -^rjoinaUy, a tfird stary and a eupofo adorned 
■ the ^trustyfe/but a wSiRd'stormvbte^v must of this part away 
, before the turn of the Cesiitury, and it v^as" removed. The 
, buiSdirifj is typtol "riv^er arehtttcsturo.''* 

,. OraaTii^c^: 1904 ■ ' \ ^' 

\ MoQtfngs: Second Thursday of montH 
: Dues: $3.00 family , • ■ • 

; Active in compiling G,3r2y mgrriage records of. Lee County, ' 
makmo scrapbogks of obituaries clipped from Lee County 
newspapers, .and recordine: buriafs, in daklaftd • gty 
Cemdtery, Keokgk, and other cemeteries in: Lee County ' 
and Hancock County in Illinois. FublioDtions included Happy 
■ Hummg-Gmmds; on early marnae^- of Lee County, the ' 
SocSety beeamo a chapter of the llowa Genealagio]! Society 
(see Polk County) In 1975. 1 . 

Oi^anised: 1956 \ ■■ . 

Afeatmgs: As celled 
{^limber of Hfembors: 250 
'Dues: $2.00 annual ' ^ 

MiNer Home and H^u^um Open: During summer or by ap- 
pointment 

Projects include tours of historic sites and publications on 
local history. 

A museum is maintained in the ptoneer home, at 318 Nortfi 
Fifth Street, of Samuel Freeman Miller, appointed to the 
U.S. Supreme Court by President Abraham Lino^n in 
1B62. Miller, a prominent Keokuk attorney, se^fed as 
Supreme Court Justice--the first to be appointed from w^ 
of the Mi^i£sippi-until«his death in 1890; The home was 
built in 1857 for $13,000. After Miller and his family 
moved to JA/ashington, D. C. in the late 1860's, the house 
was occupied by Captain Benjamin P. Taber, a prominent 
steamboat operator and pilot. He later engaged In the 
lumber business in Keokuk. Mow on display in the restored 
house are Chief Keokuk's rifle, Mark Twain furnrture, 
antiques, paintings, and early Keokuk 'memorabilia. The old 
home was acquired by Lee County Historical Society in 
July 1965 from the widow of Dr. Frank Brown, who 
owned the house following Captain Taber. The house was 
placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1972. 
It serves as the Society's meet^g place. 

Other homes of historic InW^t, located in Keokuk, 
Include^ the boyhood home of novelist and playwright - 
Rupeit Hughes (across the alley from th^ Miller home); the 
modest dwelling in which the mother of Samuel Clemens 
(Mark Twain) once lived; the birthplace of internationally 
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LCD ^unty lawa 
Historioal Sbciety 




Mark Twain Center 
Keokuk Public Library 
5th and Concert Streets 
Keokuk, loiva B2632 

Donald Tillet, Librarian 



Muir Log Cabin Site 
In front ot Keokuk Municipal 
Water Works pumping station, 
north of Victory Park, ^ . 
Keokuk, Jowa 



National CGmetery 
West end of Cedar Street 
Keokuk, l!ov;a 




North Lee County Historical Society 

P. O. Box 385 

Fort Madison, Iowa 52627 

Mrs. John A. (Marian H.) Keenan, 

President 

High Point / 

Fort Madison, low^ 52627 



famous partyijivcr Elsa Maxwell (10814903), at 318 North 
Fourth Street; the General Curtis Homo (sea Victory Park, 
below); and the homo of Generol William Worth Belknap, 
who served in the Civil War and v/as Secretary of War (1869* 
1876) in the Cabinet of President U. S. Grant. 



TSie monument and grove of ChieP^'okuk, of the Sac and 
Fox (Indians, is located in Rand Park (see below), high 
above the Mississippi. Many old documents bearing the 
name of Chief Keokuk and his "X" may be seen at Lee 
County Courthouse (see above). 

Open: During Library hours 
Admi^ion: Free 

A collection of many possessions of American author and 
humorist Mark Twain, pen name of Samuel Langhorne 
Clemens (1835- 1910), together iv\th an impressive 
collection of his works. (See also. Lea County Iowa 
(-listorical Society, above.) 

The site of the first building in Keokuk. In 1820, Dr. 
Samuel C. Muir (d. 1832) built a low, double log cabin 
here, where it stood for^prly 20 years. Dr. Muir was the 
first American-born citizen to settle in what is now Iowa 
and was the first physician to practice in the State. 

One block north of this site, under the present "highway 
bridge, a group of 5 connected log cabins, known as Rat 
Row, were built in 1829 by Russel Farnham, an agent for 
John Jacob Astor's American Fur Company. Old Rat Row 
was a fur trading post until Farnham's death during the 
diolera epidemic of 1832. 

One of 85 national cemeteries in the United States and the 
only one in Iowa. Established in 1861, over 750 soldiers 
were buried here before the end of the Civil War, including 
at least 5 Confederate prisoners. The College of Physicians 
and Surgeons (which later became the University^f Iowa 
Medical School) was located here in 1850 and, during the 
Civil War, Keokuk was designated a General Hospital 
Center. Five hospitals were established here to care for sick 
and wounded soldiers from southern battlefields. The 
cemetery is still used as a burial place for the honored dead 
of our wars. The 2,000 veterans buried here represent every 
war in Which our country has been involved, except the 
American Revolution. 

Organized: May 1962 

Meetings: Fourth Wednesday of each month 
Number of Members: 277 

Dues: $5.00 supporting; $10.00 patron; $100.00 life 
Brush College Open: As announced; groups by appointment 
Historic Center Open: During summer; other times by 
appointment 
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COUNTY AND 
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NAME AND LOCATION 



OESGHIPTION 



•LEE 



North Lee County 
Historieaf Society 

{continued)' - 

or , 

•Mi:^Jam'0s Worden 

Fort Madison, fowa B2627 

-. or . 
■Mrs.^LeoWmke, 
Curator, Brush College 
R. R. H 

Fort Madison, 5owa 526^ 
or 

Bernard B. Hesse. IV 
Director, Historic Center 
601 Avenue F 
Fort Madison, Iowa 52627 



Old Fort Madison 
Fort Madison, Iowa 




Rand Park and 
Chief Keokuk Monument 
Off Grand Avenue 
Keokuk, Iowa 




A red brick rural school, Bi^psh College, over 100 years old 
has been restored (fn 19665 and fully equipped with the 
period 1885^90 In mind- This buifdinci replaced the original 
tog schoolhouse that stood oh approximately the same site 
about 4 miles north of Fort Madison. Furnishings for the 
restoration were obtained froWi various old schools — r- the 
bell from Jaybird School,. the! teacher's desk from a school 
on Chalk Bidge, wooden benches from St. Paul School, and 
the organ from the Old Baptrst Church. The old school was 
also the social and cultural ceWer of the community, the 
scene of amateur theatricals, spelling bees, pie socials, voter 
registration, and polling. An oj^jen house is held at Brush 
College each fall, and in May pupils from public and private 
schools come for classes on early Iowa History. 

The old Santa Fe Railroad depot was acquired for the Lee 
• County Historic Center. A Flea IV^arket is held in September 
and "Old Times" is published quarterly. 

Organized: 1965 
Meetings- When called ^ 
Number of Members: 20 
Dues: $5.00 annual 

■ •- \ 

An organization was formed in 1905 to excavate the site of 
Old Fort Madison, the first fortification built in Iowa to 
guard the. frontier and quiet the Indians on the upper 
Mississippi. Old^Fort Madison (fSOS-lS), named for Presi- 
dent James Madison, proved difficult to defend. After 
repeated attacks by the Indians during the War of 1812, the " 
troops were forced to abandon the fort, burning it in 1813 
and escaping down the river by boats to St. Louis. The 
blackened lone chimney remained standing and became a 
landmark and monument to the high tide of Indian power. 
In 1908, a replica of this chimney was erected on the site of 
Blockhouse No. 1. The exact location of the old fort was 
determined by archeologists in 1965. Excavations made 
under a factory parking lot disclosed stone foundations and 
cobbled walks, and many artifacts (crockery, china, glass, 
silvenware, musket balls, and iron hardware) were obtained. 
The remains of the old fort were then covered over with 
plastic and the excavatibg was filled, and plans to rebuild 
the 1808 fort were considered. The artifacts and excavation 
data were taken to The University of Iowa Archaeological- 
Laboratory. A replica of one of the old blockhouses and 
stockade may be seen at the Iowa State Fairgrounds (see 
Polk County). 

jn Rand Park, overlooking the Mississippi River, is a 
10!4-foot bronze statue of the famous Sac Chief, Keokuk 
(1788-1848). The statue, wKich rests on a 20-foot pedestal 
was designed by Nellie Verne Walker, an lowan, who was a', 
pupil of Lorado Taft. She also executed the bronze statue 
of James Harlan placed in the Hall of Fame in the U.S. 
Capitol during February 1910. Keokuk died and was buried 
in Franklin County, Kansas. His remains were later returned 
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(continued) 



Rand Fiark and 

Chief Keokuk IVtonument 

(continued) 



• Riverview Park 

North edge of Montrose, Iowa 
onU5.61 

^ Lee County Conservation Board 
Carmi Lowenburg, Executive Officer 
Box 245 

Oonnellson, Iowa 52625 



DESCRIPTION 



to I6wa, in 1883, and are now beneath the statue, !n his 
namesake city and favorite hunting grounds. Tablets on the 
monument, erected in 1913, tell of Keokuk's rise among 
the btlaves of his nation. 

One df the finest formal gardens in the Midwest may also 
be seeri. near the Grand Avenue entrance to Rand Park. . 

Acquired: 1959 

The Montrose Boat Harbor area (2 acres) is historically 
significant, as this is the location of Fort Des Moines No. 1 
(see above) and is where the Mormon Trail began, across 
the Rver from Nauvoo, Illinois. There are facilities fof 
boatingJfishing, and picnicking. 



St Barnabas Church 
Montrose, Iowa 



• Shimek State Forest, 
Donnellson Unit 
West of Donnellson, Iowa 
off Iowa 2 

State Conservation Commission 
State Office Building 
300 Fourth Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 



excavated 
navigation 
adjoining 
declining 
the church 



One of Iowa's oldest existing 
churches. Built as Grace Episcopal 
Church in 1869 on some of the first 
titled land in Iowa, the stone 
church overlooks the site of the 
first of three Iowa forts to be 
named Fort Des Moines (see 
above) » The church was built on 
donated land and with much 
donated labor. The stone was 
rom the old Des Moines Rapids when a 9-mile 
canal was tieing built. Gravestones in the 
metery date back into the 1840's» Due to a 
pulation for Montrose and lack of support for 
it was closed in the late 1950's, but the old 



building (wljiich houses the public library) and grounds are 
being preserved as a historic landmark. 

Over 7,600 acres of forest are contained in the Croton Unit, 
Donnellson Unit, Farmington Unit, Keosauqua Unit, and 
Lick Creek ibnit of Shimek State Forest, located in Lee and 
Vab Buren Counties. The Donnellson Unit (860 acres) 
provides an opportunity for nature study, primitive 
camping, and picnicking. Wild turkeys and a wide variety of 
songbirds may be seen and heard, and there are marked 
nature trails. 



The forest was named to honor Bohumil Shimek 
(1861-1937), twhose parents were political refugees from 
Bohemia. At the time of his death. Professor Shimek was 
the second ojldest member of The University of Iowa 
faulty. Durind his 46 years of service at the University, he 
served as professor of botany, head of the department of. 
botany, director of Lakeside Laboratory (established in 
1909), curator! of the herbarium, and research professor. 
His outstanding senses covered a broad range, as a pioneer, 
engineer, geologist, zoologist, conservationist, ecologist, 
educator, authlar, patriot, and citizen. His life was spent ^ 
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Cedar Rapids 
D10,; 



Shimek Stato Forest, 

Donneirson Unit . 
(continue). 



• Victory P^rk ' 
Foot of Johnson Street, 
along.the riverfront 
Keokuk, Iowa ' 
























1 




m 
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• Abbe Creek School Museum - 
2 miles northwest of Mount Vernon, 
on Iowa 150 

Linn County Conservation Board 
George D. Hamilton, 
Executive Officer 
R. R. 1 

Central City, loyva 52214 



No. 6. 




A nag and some bags. 
Jack holds the nag. 
ft is a black nag. 
See the rags^n Jack's 
back. 



snag hag 

bag shag 

brag Jack 

rag tack 

rag-ged tact 

cags act 



A Page. 

From Parsons' s AnafyUal Spelling Book. 1 836- 



largely out-of-doors, in direct contact with the things about 
which he wrote. He was known for his insistence upon 
study in the field and the synthesis of the entire natural 
environment. His obituary included in the Proceedings of 
^0 lorn Academy of Science for 1937 described him as 
"the last of the elder statesmen of natural history m the 
Middle West." , \ 

■ ■ • 9 ■ • ■ ■ .,- 

rt was from here that thousands of lowans departed to and " 
returned from southern battlefields during the Civil War. 
Thfe sick and wounded were taken to pne of several general 
hospitals in Keokuk. - 

A bronze statue of Major General Samuel Ryan Curtis 
stands in the park. Curtis was a West Point graduate (1831) 
and came to Keokuk In 1847 to engineer improvements for ^ ' 
navigation of the Des Moines River when steamboating was 
thriving. ^He built a native limestone home in Keokuk in 
1849,^nd lived there until his death in 18iB6. Curtis served 
as a.tongressman in the fowa Legislature, and spent 3 terms 
in the U.S. Congress before resigning to command the 2nd 
Iowa I nfantry Raiment. During the Civil War, Curtis was in 
command of the Union forces at the Battle of Pea Ridge, 
Arkansas, and won the first Union victory in the West. He i^. 
credited with keeping^ Missouri in the Union/ thus 
preventing the Cohfederates from seizing territories on 
further west- , 

Museum Dedicated: October 25, 1964 
Open: Sunday, 1 :00^7:00 p.m. during June, July, and Aug- 
ust; afso limited schedule on Saturday; other times 
-by appointment 

Believed to be the oldest standing brick schoolhouse in 
Iowa. The 20-by 26-foot school was constructed in 1858 of 
soft brick, kilned locally. Initials, names, and dates (earliest 
is 1885) have been carved in many of the bricks on the 
outside of the building, which was last used as a public 
school in 1936. The original school on Abbe Creek was 
built of logs in 1844. The school was first called Sumner, or 
Kepler, and later came to be known as Little Brick School. 
In pioneer times the .school was the center of community 
life. It served as a church on Sundays. Near the site is a 
marker honoring William Abbe, the first white settler in. 
Linn County. Mrs. Abbe is buried nearby in an unmarked 
grave in Abbe Creek Cemetery. The original storm cave, 
opening into the side of the hill, and the spring which 
furnished the drinking water for students and teacher are 
on the grounds. Original primers and other books, slates, 
lunch buckets, desks, pot-bellied stove, pump organ, and 
other furnishings of mid-19th Century country schools may 
be seen. 

The schoolhouse is lobated afong the old Lincoln Highway, 
America's first transcontinental highway and Iowa's first 
paved road across the state. 
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Bever Bark Zoo 

27CK) Bever Avenue SE 
C^dar RapidSi Iowa 

Cedar Rapids Parks Department 
City Hall 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401 

Cedar Rapids Art Center 
324 Third Street S.E. 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52403 

Stanley H. Wiederspan, Director 



Council Rock 

Just west of Waubeek, Iowa 



Hanging Bog 

Northwest of Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
on county road, off Iowa 94$; 

The Nature Conservancy 
Paul A. Christiansen 
103 ' 10th Avenue South 
Mt. Vernon, Iowa 52314 



Located in 80-acre Bever Park, naijied for George Bever 
from whbm part of the land was purchased in 4893. The 
zoo includes bears, lions, coyotes, dingos, cougars, monkeys, 
and birds. Nearby is Old McDonald Barnyard Zoo, where 
baby lambs, goats, donkeys, calves, pigs, rabbits, kinkajous, 
chickens, and ducks may be seen. Bever Park also offers 
flower displays and recreational facilities. 

Admission: Free 

Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday, 10:00 
a.m:-5:00 p.m.; Thursday 10:00 a.m.-8:30 p.m*; 
Sunday, 2:00-5:00 p.m. 

Exhibits of paintings and art objects. The Grant Wood 
Gallery provides permanent housing for an extensive 
collection of Grant Wood art, including work donated by 
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Turner II. Grant Wood had his studio 
at No. 5 Turner Alley in Cedar Rapids. a 
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In 1974, the 'Cherry-Burrell Corporation of Cedar rt^ipids 
(manufacturers pf processing and packaging equipment for 
the dairy industry) donated 8 paintings believed to be the 
onix industrial scenes done by Wood. The 1925 paintings 
depict workers Qn the assembly lines and in the 
manufacturing plant (then the J.G. Cherry Co.). 

The "Mourner's Bench," designed by <3rant Wdtxi when he 
was an art teacher at McKinley Junior High School in 1923, 
may be seen. It was used 'in the principal's office by pupils 
awaiting disciplinary action, and bears the carved message 
'The Way of the Transgressor Is Hard." The bench is 
owned by the Cedar Rapids Community iSchool District. 

Paintings on display include John B. turner. Pioneer 
(1928-30), "Wbman With Plants" (1929), 'Trees and Hills" 
(1933), and/*Young Com." 

There are rotating exhibits cind an Art Center School for all 
ages, preschool through adult. 

According to legend, it was here that the Wapslpinicon 
River got its name. I^inicon, an Indian brave, and Wapsie,a 
princes^ from an enemy tribe formed a lover's pact and 
escaped together one- night down the river in a canoe. A 
scouting party spotted\them and shot Pinicon. Wapsie, in 
coming to his aid, upset the canoe and both were drowned. 
From their combined names comes Wapsipinicon. 

A 16-acre tract acquired by the Iowa Chapter of The 
Nature Conservancy in 1967. Dominated by red oak and 
basswood, the ar^a contains cold springs with water seeping 
in many places. Terraces formed, on a north-facing slope are 
waterlogged throughout the year, forming a bog 
environment. Some of the less common Iowa wild flowers, 
including skunk cabbage and marsh marigold, grow here.^ 
Jewel weed may be seen later in the year, and after frost 
has killed most other plant life, mosses and liverworts cover 
much of the ground. V ^ 
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• Indian Creek Nature Center 
6665 Otis Road, SE 
R.R.3 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401 
Curtis^D. Abdouch, Director 




• Iowa Heritage Trail 

Begins at Mount Vernon, Iowa 



Iowa Masonic Library and Museum 
813 First Avenue SE 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

Charles Jackson, Jr., 

Grand Secretary of Grand Lodge 

of Iowa ^ 

P. 0. Box 279 

Cedaiir Rapids, Iowa 52406 ' 



J. Harold Eiims Preserve 
Southeast of Palisades-Kepler, 
State Park 

Linn County Conservation Board 
George D. Hamilton, Executive Officer 
R, R. 1 

Central City, Iowa 52214 

Lewis Wildlife and Timber Preserve 
4 miles soutTi of Renter Point, Iowa 

Linn County Conservation Board 
George D. Hamilton, Executive Officer 
R. R.I ^ 

Central City, Iowa 52214 



//7corpo/gte</; January 18, 1973 t 
Memberships: $5.00 student; $10.00 Idult; $15.00 family; 
$50,00 supporting; $100.00 or more sustaining 

A renovated red tile dairy barn, located on 6 acres of land 
near the Sac and Fox Trail (see below), used as a base for 
nature study and field trips by adults and school children. 
Guided nature tours may be arranged, or visitors may use 
self-guiding interpretive trails. The year-round facility ' 
features exhibits and botanical and wildlife displays. 
Classrooms are available for the educational program on 
nature, wildlife, ecology, and conservation, The Nature ^ 
Center News ^oes to members quarterly. 

Opened: 1971 

A scenic drive In east-central Iowa, calling attention to 
some .of the State's cultural, historical, educational, 
industrial, and religious heritage. Points of interest include 
the Cornell College campus, the Old Military Road (now 
part of Iowa 1), Wapsipinicon State Park, Grant Wood 
Memorial Park, Men's Reformatory at Anamosa, Stone 
City, Mount Hope Park, Matsell Br/dge, Waubeek, Council 
Rock, Whittier, Springville,, Abbe Creek School, 
Palisades-Kepler State Park, Palisades-Dows Preserve, j! 
Harold Ennis Preserve, Amana Colonies, Lake McBride 
State Park, and Herbert Hoover Presidential Library. 

Established: 1844 

Open: Week days, 8:00 a.m.^noon and 1 :00.5:00 p.m.; 
other times by appointment 

One of the oldest and largest Masonic libraries in the United 
States, established by Theodore S. Parvin who came to 
Iowa in 1838 as Secretary to Robert Lucas, first Territorial 
Governor of Iowa (1838-1841). The 65,000-volume library 
includes works on secret societies of the Middle Ages. The 
museum contains collections of Masonic interest, firearms, 
Indian weapons ^and tools, personal items owned by Parvini 
Japanese armor, and the first telephone made in Iowa. The 
marble building was completed in 1955. . * 

A 36-acre botanical preserve along the Cedar River, kept 
inviolate for nature study and hiking. 



Acquired: 1964 

A 435-acre tract, donated by Ira Lewis, set aside to preserve 
the native Iowa landscape. There is no road access to the 
area. Major activities include hiking and nature study. 
Walnut trees are to be planted in pne part of the area. 
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V 



Linn County Heritage Society 
Box175 ^ 

Cedar Rapid$, Iowa 524Q6 

Mrs. Margaret Wagner, Pressldent 
282012th Avenue, SW 
Cedar RapidC Iowa 52406 
or 

Mrs. Herman (Phyllis) Wennermark, 
-Historian ^ 
746 Old Marion Road NE 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52402 



Linn County Historical Museum 

A^oclatlon 

P.O. Box 823 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52406 

Mrs. Mary Heabel, President 
P. 0. Box 823 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401 
or 

Roger K. Donnelly 

238 Brentwood Drive, NE 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52402 



• Marion Historical Museum, Inc. 
970 Tenth Street 

Marlon, Iowa 

Dale T. Miner, President . " 

Marion, Iowa 52302^ ^ 

• Matsell Bridge Area 

2% miles north of Viola, Iowa 

Linn County Conservation Board 
George D. Hamilton, Executive Officer 
R. R. 1, Central City, Iowa 52214 



Organized: I^bruary22, 1965 

Meetings: Fourth Thursday of month, 9:30 a.m. 

Number of Members: 60 

De/£?s; $2.00 annual ' * 

Locates and secures information about old cemeteries in 
Linn County, and has programs on local history. An exact 
reproduction of the 2 volume Brewer & Wick History of 
Linn County, originally printed in 1911, w^s published by 
the Society in 1973. An every name index has been 
compiled, and a library is mamtained in the Heritage Room' 
of the Cedar Rapids Public Library, The Society became a 
chapter of the Iowa Genealogical Society (see Polk County) 
In.March 1970. 

incorporated: June 25, 1970 
• Meetings: Third Thursday of each month 
Number of Members: 275 . 

Dues: $5.00 annual: ^8.00 couple; $10.00 faml(.y; $25.00 
contributing; $50.00 supporting; $100 life 

Linn County Historical Society merged with Linn County 
' Historical Museum Association for the purpose of 

preserving and displaying the heritage of Linn County and 
' establishing a county museum. 

The Association plans to assemble buildings of historical 
significance or construct replicas to maintain for display of 
materials related to ti^ history of Linn County. The first 
building acquired was the original Bertram Post Office. 

incorporated: September 18, 1973 

The old Granger house has been renovated and restored to 
its appearance in the 1880's. The property was purchased in 
September 1973 for use as a museum. 



• Morgan Creek Park 

South of Covington, Iowa or 214 
miles west of Cedar Rapids 



A 1,108-acre area stretching along 4% miles of the 
Wapsipinicon River. Schoonover's Mill was formerly located 
at Matsell Ford, but all traces of it have disappeared. This 
area was once the home of George W, Matsell, who was 
New York polic6 chief and founder of Ttie Poiice Gazette. 
The house built in the 1850's by Matsell was in the 
tradition of George Washington's Mount Vernon on the 
Potomac, and is said to have contained many hidden rooms 
and lookout stations. The public use area offers boating, 
fishing, hiking, picnicking, camping, and an opportunity for 
nature study and wildlife photography. 

A 104-acre park with facilities for picnicking, camping, and 
hiking, and an arboretum. 



Linn County Conservation Board 
George D. Hamilton, 
Executive Officer 

R. R. 1, Central City, Iowa 52214 ^ ^ 
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NAME AND LOCATION 



A/lount Hope Bark 

^ miles northeast of Viola, 



Iowa 



Linn County Conservation Board y 
George Dv Hamilton, ^ 
Executive Officer 
R. R. 1, Central City, Iowa 52214 

Noetridge Greenhouses and 
Horticultural Gardens 
Intersection of ColUns Road 
and Council Street NE ^ 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

Cedar Rapids Parks Department 
City Hall 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401 

• Palisades-Dows Preserve 
5 miles east of Ely, Iowa 

Linn County Conservation Board 
George D. Hamilton, 
Executive Officer 

R. R. 1, Central City, Iowa 52214 

• Pdlisades-Kepler State Park 

4 miles west of Mount Vernon, Iowa 
off U.S. 30 

State Conservation Commission 
State Office Building 
300 Fourth Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 




• P^lo Marsh Wildlife Refuge 
72 mile north of Palo, Iowa 

Linn County Conservation Board 
George D. Hamilton, , 
Executive Officer 
R. R. 1, Central City, Iowa *52214 



DESCRIPTION 



A 15'acre area, including an old rock quarry, near the 
Wapsipinicon River, set aside for nature study, hiking, 
fishing, picnicking, and camping. 



^Located in Noelridge Park.^The 5 greenhouses encompass 
30,000 square feet and display several hundred varieties of 
plants. Flower shows are held in the spring, mid-summer, 
and fall, and toQrs are available. Three conservatories are 
planned to be associated with the greenhouses. Annual, 
perennial, and rose gardens cover 10 acres. ' 



A 162-acre botanical and wildlife preserve along the Cedar 
River, used for organized nature study, isl^ural plant 
communities are permitted to develop with a minimum of 
influence by man. 



A 688-acre area of natural scenic beauty containing huge 
limestone cliffs, or palisades, from 30 to 75 feet high atong 
the Cedar River. -Numerous caves, Indian mounds, and a 
natural stone archway are in this historic area. A variety of 
Indian pottery, arrowheads, stone fishhooks, and other 
articles, and a molar tooth from an ancient mammoth have 
been found here. Deep timbered valleys provide a haven for 
assorted wild flowers, mosses, and ferns. Red cedar, 
American yew, and ground hemlock are in evidence. Points 
of interest include Lover's Leap, Fern Cliffs, Maple and 
Hemlock Junctiort, Indian Mounds, and Council Fire Circle. 
Marked nature trails wind through the park, and from 
Lookout Tower, atop a high cliff, is a fine view of the river 
and surrounding cpuntryside. Popular activities are hiking, 
nature study, fishing, boating, picnicking, and camping. 

A game management area of 144 areas on the Cedar River. 
The area includes hiking trails, and is used for nature study, 
fishing, and hunting. ^ 
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Pinicon Ridge Park 
% mile northwest of 
Cenjrat City, Iowa. 

Linn County Conservation Board 
George D* Hamilton, . ' 
^Executive Officer 

Central City, Iowa 52214 

Rock Island Preserve 

1 mile northwest of 

Linn Junction, Iowa, or 2 miles 

northwest of Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

Linn County Conservation Board 
George D. Hamilton, 
Executive Officer 
R. R. 1, Central City, Ictwa 62214 

Sac and Fox Trail 
Access and parking at Mount 
Vernon Road SE and Bertram^ 
Road, ando/ff Otis Road SE 

a 

Cedar Rafsids parks' Department 
City Hall' 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401 



A series (Ridges built up of loess deposits in an BOO-acre 
park alongxhe Wapsipinlcon River. An Informatiori Center 
with educational displays and a w|ldlife exhibit (deer, geese, 
ducks, etc.) is located near the entrance. There are facili|ies 
for picnicking, camping, hiking, nature study, boating, 
fisWng, and hunting. 



A 20-acre undeveloped area preserved for^ scientific 
botanical ^d biological study. Prairie wild flowers and 
many rare specimens of plantand animal life have become 
established In a natural bog which makes up about half the 
area. The other half of the property is made up of higher 
ground. The area has been used by college students for 
many years for nature study and research. 



Dedicatee/: July 24, 1973 ' 

Ojaen: Daily, weather permitting; closes at 10:00 p.m. , 

A 5-mile trail, about 10 feet wide, within a 937 -acre green 
belt of woodland and prairie, running from East Post Road 
SE to the city limits near Beyerly Road SW, and along the 
Cedar River. The area is being kept in its natural state for 
hiking, bicycling, horseback riding, and nature study. No 
motorized vehicles of any kind are permitted oa the trail. 
The trail was named for Indians who lived and hunted along 
the same pathway in the early 19th century. It is the first 
National Recreation Trail to be designated in Iowa. A red 
dairy barn adjacent to the trail houses Indian Creek Nature 
Center (see abdpe)< 



Seminole Valley Famie Inc. 

Seminole Valley Park 

Along the Cedar River, 

S miles northwest of downtown 

Cedar RapidS; Iowa ^ 



Mrs. James Browne, President 
P. 0. Box 605 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52406 ° 

Cedar Rapids Parks Department 
City Hall 

iCedar Rapids, lovya! 52401 



Dedicated: October 5, 1969 • . 

Open: Sunday, 1 :00'4:00 p.m.. May 1 through October 31; 

week days by appointment. May, September, and 

October only ^ 

Admission: Free; donations accepted 

A non-profit corporation, organized to supervige restoration** 
of an Iowa farm of the 1880's and open it to the public. 



The faithfully restored farm 
includes the house, barn and 
farmyard, summer kitchen, Sm6ke 
house, and chibken house. The 
farmhouse has five rooms 
dcywnstairs--the formal parlor, 
furnished in Victorian style, with 
lace curtains at the 8-paned 
windows; the family sitting room; 
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NAME AND LOCATION 



Seminole Valiey Farm, Inc. 
(continued) 




0. 



DESCRIPTION 



the kitchen, with Its wood floor, 
braided rugs (made by artist Grant 
Woodis mother out of his old 
jeans)/big iron stove, pie cupboard, 
and pantry filled with utensils; the 
master bedroom, with a rope becj; 
and the child's bedroom, with 
trundle bed, cradle, and toys. Farm 
machinery and tools of the last 
century are on display in the barn 
and farmyard. IVIemben5 of the 
Cedar Rapids Garden Club have 
planted trees, shrubs, flowfers, and 
vegetables typical of the early] 
farmstead. These include fruit trees, 
lilacs, old-fashioned roses, 
h&HyhOjcks, columbine, bluebells. 
Iris, peonies, daisies, liliesof-the-valley, ferns, rhubarb, and 
as^ragus. The property is owned by the^ity. pf Cedar 
Rapids, which leases it to Seminole Vallef^Farm, Inc. 

WiJIow Bend Village is being^ developed near the farm in 
Seminole Valley Park to represent a late tSOO Iowa village, 
with church, school, shops, and homes. 
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» Shakespeare Garden . 
Ellis Park I 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

^Vs. Francis (Nancy B.) Lackner, 
President 

The Wednesday Shakespeare Club 
11 Blake Court, SE 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52403 
or 

Mr^. Nevin Nichols, Chairman 
of Garden Committee 
1107 27th Street, NE 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52402 

Standing Rock 

4 miles southwest of Lisbon, Iowa 



• • a Towfer Grove 

1035 Second Street SE 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401 

John A. Kuba, owner 



Estabiished: 1927 " , . 

A landscaped area of 1,4 acres featuring flowers and shrubs 
mentioned in the plays of William Shakespeare. A bust of 
Shakespeare (1564-1616) is a cei)tral feature of the garden. 
A sundial, and a wall and entrance pillars, are located along 
the Cedar River. A new' rose or shrub is planted each year 
on April 23 to commemorate Shakespeare's birthdate. 
(Although his date of btrth is indefinite, official records 
indicate that Shakespeare was baptized on April 26, 1564.) 



A granite glacial boulder, one of the original and possibly 
the only remaining landmark, used to locate the boundary 
of the Black Hawk Purchase following the close of the 
Black Hawk War of 1832.' The rock may have been named 
by one of the original surveyors. All or parts of 22 Iowa 
counties were included in the Black Hawk Purchase, 
comprising nearly 6 million acres west of the Mississippi 
River. 

Open: By appointment 

A 9-room native red brick Victorian home, with white 
wood trim and cut stone foundation, built in 1879 by 
Frank J. Mittvalsky, who owned and operated a butcher 
shop and slaughter house nearby. He had been trained as a 
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(continued) 



Tower Grovie 
(cantinued) 



Wakema Park 
Center Point, Iowa 

Linn County Conservation Board 
George 0. Hamilton, 
Executive Officer » 
R.R.I, 

Central City, Iowa 5221 4 
Wakpicada Area 

1 mile south of Central City, Iowa 

Linn County Conservation Board 
George D. Hamilton, 
Executive Officer * 
R. R. 1, Cfentral City, Iowa 52214 

Waubeekf Iowa 

About 12 miles northeast of ^ 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 




tied 



sausage maker and butcher in what is now 
and came to the United States in 1B70. Mr. Mijtvalsky 
lived in the house for a few years before he 
leaving his wife Frances and 5 children. She 
Professor Joseph TIapa, who taught piano, org^n 
in the home for over 20 years. He wrote his ovm 
vyas the director of the Bohemian Singing Society 
German Singing Society. Members of the fam 
to live here until 1963. The home has beeareitored 
present 4)wner. Linn County Historical Museum 
(see above) has given some assistance in the resi oration 
Victorian ^furnishings complement the maple 
floors, grained woodwork, and 12-fopt ceiling 
be arranged for groups. 



A 5-acrp park with playground, wading poo 



Czechoslovakia, 
only 
in 1BB9, 
ater married 
, and violin 
music and 
and the 
^ly continued 
by the 
Associatioi) 
The 
and walnut 
Tours may 



lodge, and 



picnic area, named for an Indjan brave who pisyed a part in 
the early history .of Center^Point, one of the first 
settlements in Linn County, Settfers were attracted to the 
area as early as 1B3^ because of the timber and close 
proximity to the Cedar River. 



A 215^acre game management area, along the Wapsipinicon 
River, used for hiking, nature study, horseback, riding, 
boating, fishing, hunting, and wilderness camping. 



A group of New England whaling families, tired of their 
rugged life at sea, are said to have settled here>>as far as they 
could set from the sea and the dai^gers of whaling, Waubeek 
is an Indian name, given to the village by Samuel T. 
Buckston; one of those who established the town in 1B59, 
Prior to this, in 1B55, the town of Paddington had been laid' 
out here, and a dam and sawmill had bee^ built. A 4-story 
stone flouring mil^ was erected in 1B59, on a solid base of 
rock. About 1B65, a woolen mill started operation, and 
other stone buildings were constructed at the village, 

Waubeek was also where Jay G. Sigmund, "the poet of the 
Wapsie," lived. He was born near Cook's Ford, just up the 
Wapsipinicon River. His verse and stories of life along the 
river brought him fame from coast to coast.. In 1^37, a 
tablet was erected here in his memory. On the Wapsi, just 
across from Waubeek,js a 7-acre park, the Jay G. Sigmund 
Memoria\ site, where one of his poems, "The Granite 
Boulder," has been engraved on a marker. Picnicking and 
fishing are permitted! 
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Wapelfo 
G-12 



i 



ik Whittier, Iowa 

About 6 mil^ northeast of 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

* '* 

• Wickiup Hill Area 

2 miles west of Toddville, Iowa,' 
or 211 miles ngrtheast of Paid, Iowa 

Linn County Conservation Board 
George D.Hamilton, 
Executive Officer ^ • 
R. R. 1 , Central C5ty , Iowa 52214 

# Jolietand j\/larqu6tt& * 
Historical Marker 

Near Toolesboro, along Iowa 99 



Louisa County Historical Society 
Wapello, Iowa 

Mrs. Sylvia S. Chatterton, President 
Grandview, Iowa 52752 
or 

Mrs. Lyie Weber 
903 Main Street 

Columbus Junction, Iowa 52738 




A Quaker settlement dating back to 1850, named for the 
poet John Greenleaf Whittier. The white-painted, frame 
Friends (Quaker) Meeting House, which may be visited, has 
woven rag rugs on the aisles. 

An undeveloped area of 178 acres preserved for hiking, 
nliture study , wilderness camping, fishing, and hunting. 



French-Canadian trapper-explorer Louis Jolietjfl 645-1 700) 
and Father Jacques Marquette (1637-1675), a French 
missionary and explorer, were the first white men to see 
Iowa and set foot on Its soil. They entered the Mississippi 
River, after coming down the Wisconsin River, and for 8 
days paddled along the eastern border of Iowa: On Jung 25, 
1673, the party landed on the west bank of the Mississippi, 
probably at some point near the mogth of the Iowa River. 
They .yvere met by friendly IIKnois Indians and remained to 
rest and smoke the calumet or peace pipe with them at 
their vHlage: 

Joliet wrotfe his name yvlth 2 "I's" in the many autographs 
which are in existence. However, the name has been spelled 
more commonly, as on this historical marker, with only a 
single "I." ^ . \ 

Incorporated: No\tember 30, 1964 

Meetings: Quarterly, in February, May, August, aod 

November, at various locations in Louisa County 
Number of Members: 150 
Dues: $3.00 annual 

Early in 1968, a 5-acre tract in the Toolesboro area was 
purcfiased by Lo,uisa County Historical Society <tp develop 
as a historic site. A museum was later built b^the State 
Historital Society of Iowa near the Toolesboro Indian 
Mounds (see-below), along the Great River Road, on the 
land donated by Louisa County Historical Society. The 
Society also maintains a museum on the second floor of the 
City Hall in Wapello. 

Five miles south of Wapello, along the Iowa River, Chiefs 
Black Hawk, Keokuk, Poweshiek, and Wapello held war 
council to deliberate on an attack on Fort Armstrong (see 
Scott County). War parties were launched from this area 
during the Black Hawk War. 

In 1902, a Chautauqua Association was formed in 
Columbus Junction-the pioneer assembly in southeastern 
Iowa. The Chautauqua grounds, comprised of 20 acres, \A/ere 
purchased by the association in 1904. Until 1930, the 
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58 -LOUISA 
(continued) 



Louisa County Historical Society 
(continued) 



Chautauqua programs provided family entertainment eqch 
summer, with such well-known personages as William 
Jennings Bryan (the "Prince of Chautauqua"), Booker T. 
Washington,' Robert La follette, and Carry A, Nation. 
Faced with increasing financial difficulties, the association 
turned the grounds over to the town of Columbus Junction 
(incorporated July 4, 1874) in 1923. ' . 



Swinging Bridge 
Columbus Junction, Iowa 
just off Iowa 92 



A swinging, wooden, suspension bridge was first built in 
1886 on Elm Street as the thoroughfare between 3rd and 
4th, across a deep wooded ravine, the area known locally as 
"Lover's Le^p." Th^ first fridge w§s built of barrel staves 
and wire. St was replaced by a woQden bridge supported oti 
stilts, condemned in 1902. Another bridge was built in 
1904; it collapsed around 1920. The pregfent 262-foot -long 
bridge was then built, to replace it^ The bridge has been 
repaired and restored In repent years and is preserved as. an 
unusual historic landmark. . 



Toolesboro Indian Mounds ^ 
Tojglesbdro, Iowa 

State Historical Soci^y of Iowa 
402 Iowa Avenue 

Iowa 52240..^ 




Acquired by the State ofiowa: 1 963 
Admission: Free . ' 

Open: Daily except Tuesday, 1:00-5:00 p.m., Memorial 
Day through Labor Day ' ' < 

A 15.6-acre tract containing 2 conical 'ceremonial burial 
mounds preserved from a group. of 9 on^ the, bluffs 
overlooking the Iowa River in the Toolesboro area. 
ApFOximately 100 ancient Hopewell Indian mounds, from ' 
the Middle Woocfland period (500 B*.C. to 300 A. D.), have 
been located near the junction of the Iowa and Mi^issippi 
"Rivers. Many mounds have been obliterated by cultivation 
of the land since the mounds were first explored in the 
1870's by a party from the Davenport Academy of Science 
(W. H. Pratt, Reverend Jacob Gass, and others). Skeletons 
and artifacts 1iBvet>been found in the mounds, including 
fsdrttery, sheets of niica, shell beads, shell dippers, effigy 
pipds, and some of the only copper .artifapts (axes, celts, 
^nd awls) found in Iowa/ Many of these specimens and 
relics wjere removed to the museum in Davenport (see 
Putnam Museum, Scott County). A demonstration prairie 
plot is being developed by transplanting and seeding grasses 
and flowering plants similar to those found in the area 
before white settlement. The property was formally 
dedicated as a National historic landmark on June 23, 
1973. 



A Visitor Center, containing displays and dioramas 
depicting the area's history, was opened to the public on 
June 1, 1971. It is loqated on a site overlooking the^pot 
where Joliet and Marquette beached their canoes on JuneP 
25, 1673 for the first meeting between Indians and white 
men on Iowa soil. This is also the site of the Sac-Fox war 
council that started the Black Hawk War with an attack on 
Fort Armstrong in 1830. 
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Chariton ' . 
H-7 



Hillerest Roek Museum * 
West of Charlton, lovja 
on U.S. 34 . 

John L, Lewis Labor McmpriaS 

North of BasfBdstand 
Lucas, Sowa 

Marlon Siglin, Chairman. 
R. H.2 

Lu^s, 5o;va 001511 



Lucas County Historicn)! Soeiety 
123 M 7th Street 
Chariton, Iowa S0Q49 

Dale Burge, President 
838 North Grand 
Chariton, Iowa 50049 
or 

Mrs. Norma PIm, Curator 
R. R. 1, Lucas, Iowa 50151 




Mormon Trail 
Courthouse grounds 
Charlton, Iowa 



Stephens Slate For«^t 
Scattered areas northeast of 
Chariton and southwest of 
Lucas, Iowa 

James Bulman, Area Forester 
R. R. 3, Box 31 
Charlton, Iowa 50049. ' 



Collestlpn of minorals unusual recks, and a mtwo trail. 



'Organised: 1970 
. Admissim: Free 

A memorial and museum pertaining to labor and mining. 
An old hous8 is boing re^ndSticned for a museum,* 
surrounded by a park. MinflngtgolG, pictures, papers, and 
items related to minme and miners have been collected. 
Lucas, Ifowo was the blrthpSace of John Llewsllvn Lewis 
(1880-1989). He began work in the coal mines at the age of 
12, and left the Iowa coaS fields" to become one of 
America's stormiest and nrK)st powerful national labor 
leaders and President of the United Mine Workers of 
America (the world's Mrgest trade union) from 1920 until 
hfis retirement in 1960. 

Otyamsed: 1901 

Incorporated: August 22, 1908 (expired 1922); June 22* 
1965 ' 
Meetings: Third Friday in March 
l^amber of Members: 325 
Dues: $1.00 annual 

Mumim Opened to Public: September 22, 1 968 

Admmlon: $0 JO; children $0.25 

Open: Sunday and Wednesday, 1 :00-5:00 p.m. 

The first county historical society organized in Iowa, 
followed a few weeks later by Decatur County Historical 
Society. 

A 1908 house has been acquired for a museum, and fur- 
nished with items related to the heritage of early settlers. A 
music room, parlor, kitchen, and child's bedroom afe filled 
with appropriate objects and antiques. In the basement are 
stone jars, churns, iron pots, a hand loom, miner's tools, 
and a replica of an old-fashioned general store. An old 
sdioolhouse is also on the 3V2-acre plot. The 33 cemeteries 
in Lucas County are being surveyed, and a "Museum* 
fVUisings" column is written, for the local newspaper. 

A huge boulder with l?ronze tablet marks the Mormon Trail 
which passed through here. The monument was erected by 
the Iowa Daughters of the American Revolution in 1917 in 
memory of the pioneers who followed this trail and its 
tributaries. The townsite of Chariton was located on the 
trail September 1 1 , 1849. 

A total of 8,625 acres of forest In Appanoose, Clarke, 
Davis, Lucas, and Monroe Counties, set aside for 
demonstrations and multiple use. Stephens State Forest, 
named for Dr. T. C. Stephens a prominent educator and 
native of Sioux City,, is dtvided into 6 separate units: Lucas 
Unit (990 acres), Whitebreast Unit (3,075 acres). Cedar 
Creek Unit (817.acres), Charlton Unit (1,115 acres), 1000 
Acr^ Unit (965 acres), and Unionville Unit (1,700 acres). 
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m - LUCAS 



Stephens Steto Farest 
(continued) 




Sln^ 1937, several hundred acres have been planted to 
evergreens and hardwood trees. 

( 

The forest is used as a place to ramp, picnic, hunt (In 
season), fish (in lakes and ponds), hike, study nature, and 
enjoy the out-of<lcors. White-tailed deer inhabit the area, 
and there are red and Qray squirrels, raccoons, rabbits, 
vvocdchucks, muskrats, skunks, red and ^ray foxes, and a 
variety of both game and songbirds. Since 1968, the forest 
has been stocked with wild turkeys, and on spring mornings 
the woods resound with gobbling. 
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Blood Rtin Indian Village Site 
2 miles south of Gitchie Mdnitou 
State Preserve, at the confluence of 
Blood Run Creek and the 
Big Sioux River . 



First.Reinforced Con|ret6 Bridge 
in the United States ^ | 
City Park , at east edge of ^ 
Rock Rapids, Iowa 



LYON • Blood Run Indian Village Site A large and, for the mdst part, unexplored Indian village 

site, occupied into historic times. The village was known to 
early fur traders who explored, the upper Missouri River and 
its tributapi^. At least 100 mounds, possibly erected over 
burials, are said to exist on the site. These are the only 
known mound groups attributable to the Oneota Culture. 
The Oneota lived within parts of 8 midwestern states at one 
time or anothe^ and were the forerunners of such Indian 
Rock Rapids tribes as the loway and,Oto, who occupied this pant of 

^.-j , Iowa when the white man arrived. Most Oneota remains 

have been found along or near the Mississippi River. The 
t * artifacts recovered to date from the Blood Run Site suggest 

an Oneota occupation from about 1700 to 1750. In 
September 1970, this site was designated a National 
Historic Landmark by the National Parks Service. 

Constructed: 1893 

Dedication at New Location: August 31 , 1964 

First reinforced concrete arch bridge built irt the United 
States. Designed by Joseph^ Melan, an Austrian who 
originated the Melan system of reinforcing concrete. 
Supervisor of construction was Frederick Von Emberger,. 
and the builder was John Olson of Rock Rapids. The arch 
supporting the SO-foot span rises BVa feet to the crown and 
is reinforced, by railroad rails. Sioux Falls jasper was used 
for the stone facina. Lyon County paid $830 to construct 
the bridge^ whidi incluAra the cost ot tbePortlana cerntiu 
imported from Germ^ for $3.25 per barrel. Originally 
built acrpss Dry Greek, the bridge was moved 3 miles north 
when road improvements made its removal necessary in 
order to save it from destruction. A campaign wss launched 
to save the bridge and it is now preserved in a small park as 
a memorial to pioneers of the area. A scale model of the 
Bridge is in the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D. C. 

Possibly the first use of structural concrete in a U,S. bridge 
was in 1848, when the Starr ucca Viaduct was engineered 
and built by James P, KIrkwood at Lanesboro, Pennsyl- 
vania. !n 1848, Kirkwood was named the second president 
of the American Society of Civil Engineers. The 1040-foot- 
long span was the most expensive railroad bridge of its 
time, linking the Eastern Seaboard and the Midwest, it cost 
$320,000 and carries 2 tracks, 100 feet above the creek 
be^. The 19- x 40-foot pier footings of the viaduct are of 
plain concrete. 
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•LYON 
(continued) 



Gitchio ManitouP State l^ervo 
9^ne3 northwest of Larchwood, Iowa 

State Conservation Commission 
State Office Building *^ ^ 

300 Fourth Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 




Kruger Mill 
Klondike, Iowa 



Lake Pahoja Recreation Area 
SVz mWm southwest of 
Larchwood, Iowa 

Lyon County Conservation Board 
Steve Richardson, Executive Officer 
505 Stouth IDth Avenue, Apt. 3 
Rock Rapids, Iowa 51246 



This portion of prairie and brush land in the extreme 
northwest corner of Iowa, covering 153 acres in the valley 
of the Big Sioux River, is one of the most unusual areas in 
^ the state. Gjtchie Manitou is the Sioux Indian name for 
"Great Spirit" or "Great ^ Force of Nature." French 
explorers called jt Coteau des Prairies or "Kill of the 
•Prairies" and English trappers referred to it as "Height of 
Land." The oldest known rock outcrop in Iowa is Sioux 
Quartzite, dating back to the Pre-Cambrian Era, at least 1.2 
billion years ago. Sioux Quartzite was named in 1870 by 
Dr. C. A. White, an eminent State Gmlogist. Erosion has 
exposed this hard pink-colored rock only in this corner of 
Iowa. In other parts of the state, the Sioux Quartzite lies 
buried deep under the soil. 

In the 1890's, prisoners quarried the quartzite'and much of 
it was shipped out. Dimension stone from here was Used in 
.the construction of many buildings. The Sioux Quartzite 
has also been used in road construction. The area was 
rescued from further exploitation when it was made a 
geological monument in 1921, and is now a State Preserve. ' 
Jasper Pool is a deep- colored pool in the quartzite 
exposure. . j 

The area is also of botanical Interest. Desert plants, such as ' 
^ prickly pear cactus, and prairie grasses and wild flowers are 
found on the lush native unplowed prairie along the Big 
Sioux River. Western prairie birds are common. Old-timers 
in the area claim that Gitchie Manitou was one of the secret 
meeting places of Sitting Bull and his Sioux warriors when 
they were preparing for the Battle of the Little Big Horn 
where Custer's troops were wiped out. Artifacts found here 
give evidence of previous Indian occupation. A series of 
circular Indian burial mounds are located in the southern 
portion of the preserve. 

A bronze plaque mounted on a rock was placed within thes^ 
park to mark^ the site of Gibralter, the first postoffice in 
Lyon County, 1869-1871. 

The shell of an old water-powered mill and the mill dam in 
the Big Sioux Riv^r. The dam is broken on the Iowa side. 
August Kruger plaljlted the town of Klondike in 1900. The 
mill property is privately owned. 

A 235-acre area including a 72-acre artificial lake. The 
development provides picnfc areas, camping s\tes] a 
swimming beach, and a boat ramp. Nature trails wind 
through native prairie and wildlife habitat areas along the 
lake, providing an opportunity for nature study. 
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60 " LYON 
(continued) 



Lyon County HistdriGOi Soeiety 
Rock Rapids, Iowa 

Ronald Schemmel, President 
Alvord, Iowa 
or 

Mrs. Roscoe (Nadene) Pettengill, 

Treasurer 

R.R. 2 

Rock Rapids, Iowa 51246 



McGuire Log Cabin 
City Park at west edge of 
Rock Rapids, Iowa 



Incorporated: ISjovember 1 , 1 97 1^ 
Meetings: Annbal meeting In November 
Number of Members: 300 

Dues: $2,00 ahnual; $1.00 junior; $40.00 life or 20 
consecutjve years membership 

Sponsors a pioiieer craft fair, tours, and workshops. The 
Society has alsoihelped inventory historic places, prepajpa ^ 
history of churches, and check cemeteries, and publishes a 
quarterly newsl^er. In 1974, the Historical Sketch 
of Lyon County], Iowa by S, C, Hyde and A Compendium 
of History, Reminiscence and Biography of Lyon County, 
Iowa, originally! published in 1904 by the Pioneer 
Association of Lyon County, were reprinted. 

The former Rpdc Island depot in Rock Rapids is being 
restored for a mu$eum and meeting place. 

One of the first log cabins in Lyon County, originally built 
in the 1860's by James'^and Pat McGuire, The l-room cabin 
has a stairway to an upper (oft. The relocation and 
restoration of the cabin was sponsored by the local Kiwanis 
Club. 



61 - MADISON 




WInterset 
G-5 



Covered Bridges 

Located on rocked roads in 

the "WInterset, Iowa j|F§a 

<:hamber of Commerce " 
Winterset, Iowa 50273 




Typical of bygone days are the dozen old wooden covered 
bridges still in existence in Iowa. Pennsylvania boasts 250 
such structures — ^more than any other state. Iowa ranks 
14th nationally in the number of covered bridges still 
standing. Madison County, "covered bridge capital of 
Iowa," has preserved 7 of its original 16 covered bridges, 
built between 18S5 and 1884, The oldest of those 
remaining was completed in 1870. All of the Madison 
County covered bridges were built of white pine, probably 
shipped in from Oregon, and cost from $900 to $2,000 
apiece. The roofs of all but 2 of the Madison County 
bridges are flat. The Cutler or Donahue and the Imes 
bridges have the conventional peaked roof. In 1872,. the 
first wrought iron bridge was built in the county, marking 
the beginning of the end of the old wooden covered 
bridges, symbols of America's romantic past. 

The names of the Madison County covered bridges are: 
Cedar Lake or Casper, Cutler or Donahue, Hogback, 
Holliwell (the longest span), Imes, McBride, and Roseman 
or Oak Grove. All are in use for light traffic (8-ton limit) or 
foot traffic. During the summer of lOTOy the Cutler or 
Donahue covered bridge, built 100 years earlier, was moved 
to the west side of Winterset City Park and restored. A 
Covered Bridge Festival is field in Winterset in early 
October ^ch year. Other original covered bridges In Iowa 
are located in Keokuk, Marion, and Polk Counties, 

The wooden bridges were roofed to keep the rain, snow, 
and ice off the flooring and beams, thus preventing rotting 
of the wood and prolonging their life. Unprotected wooden 
bridges usually deteriorated in 15 or 20 years. The covered 
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61> MADISON 

(continued) 



6ivereff Bridges 
(continued) 



Eariham Historii^l 
Preservation Society 
Eariham, Iowa 

Mrs. Ted Harris, President 
Eariham, Iowa 50072 




• John Wayne Birthplace 
Winterser, lawa 



* Madison County Historical Society 
Winterset, Iowa 

George Mueller, President 
R. R. 1 

Van Meter, Iowa 50261 
or 

Henry C. Miller 
515 W. Fremont 
Winterset. lovya 50273 



bridges also protected the traveler and could even afford a 
place to camp under shelter at night. Built to look much 
like a barn, the covered bridge were 1^ likely to frighten 
farm animals and prevented them, from stampeding when 
<driven through the bridge, as they could not see the rushing 
waters below. Such bridges also served as the site of 
political rallies and re^val meetings, and as public bulletin 
boards. Children played inside the bridges on rainy days, 
and, lovers found them a romantic place to slowly ride* 
through in a buggy, which led to calling them "kissing 
bridges." The old bridges were also the scene of rpbberies, 
holdups, murders, and hangings. One of the Madison 
County covered bridges.(Roseman) is haunted, according to 
I local legend. 

Meetings: Three times a year 
Number of Members: 200 
Du£?5: $1.00 annual 

Museum Open: Sunday, 2.00-5:00 p.m. during summer 
Admission: Free; donations accepted 

Operates a museum located in the town's first permanent o 
public school building. The limestone and brick structure 
datesjjack to 1871. The museum contains such items as an 
old horse-drawn fire hose cart, early Quaker clothing, old 
farm machinery, toys, an early Presbyterian church organ, 
6ld sdibol books and religious volumes, bound copies^ of 
The Breeder's GazetW from th^isQO's, and antiques. The 
Society is also interested in the preservation of other 
.historic landmarks in the community. " 

John Wayne, whose real name is Marion Michael Morrison, 
and whose father was a druggist, was born on May 26, 1907 
in Winterset, Iowa, although there is disagreement as to the 
exact location of his birthplace. While in Winterset, the 
^ family lived in several different homes. John Wayne's 
nickname, '^Duke," is said to have come from the name of 
the family dog. The Morrisons moved to California where 
the future motion picture star was a star high school 
football player. John Wayne got his first job in the motion 
picture industry as fourth assistant property man under 
director John Ford. Wayne was named the top money 
making Hollywood star in 19S0. In 1969, after 40 years In 
motion pictures, he was awarded a best actor Oscar for his 
role as the fat, one-eyed marshal in 'True Grit." 

Organized: 1904 
Meetings: As called 
Nuipber of Members: 70 
Dues: $1.00 annual; $25.00 life 

A library and collection of relics related to Madison County 
history are preserved in 6 rooms on the third floor of the 
Madison County Courthouse, built in 1876 on the 
foundations of the original courthouse, destroyed by fire in 
1875. The dignified building was designed by architect 
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MADISON 
(continued) 



Madison County 
Historical Society 
(continued) 



Original Delicious ApplqTree 
Near Peru, in Madison County, Iowa 




Pommel State Park 

5 miles southwest of Winterset, 

off Iowa 92 at Iowa 162 

State Conservation Commission 

State Office Building 

300 Fourth Street 

Des Moines Iowa 50319 



Alfred H. Piquenard, who also designed the State Capitol in 
Des Moines (see Polk County). The courthouse is 
constructed of native limestone quarried in Madison 
County. The solid walnut stairs and other interior 
woodwork are noteworthy. The dome, which rises 1^6 feet 
above ground level, is a familiar landmark. 

The Society also publishes material on Madison County 
history and' has restored and is maintaining the old stone 
North River or Bennett School built in 1874 and located 
north of Winterset. The schoolhouse is being appropriately 
furnished and is open during the Covered Bridge Festival 
and at other times by appointment. 

In 1870 a chance seedling apple tree was found in an 
orchard planted in the I860's by Jesse Hiatt, a Quaker who 
Came to Madison County in 1856. Mr. Hiatt cut the 
seedling down, but it sprouted and made a larger growth 
during the year, so hjs decided to let it grow and see what 
kind of fruit it would produce. From this original tree the 
Stark Nurseries developed the Delicious Apple. Some 
10,000,000 trees have since come from Its branches. A^ 
sudden freeze on November 11; 1940 killed the original' 
tree, but from the stump new shoots have grown and these 
are now bearipg apples. The famous tree Is protected by an 
iron fence* and is located on private property. A glacial 
boulder "marker, placed at the east side of Winterset City 
Par^, commemorates the discovery. 

This picturesque region was once called Devil's Backbone 
Park because of an unusual linnestone ridge extending the 
length of the park. Its present name honors the late Dr. 
Louis H. Pam^11el of Iowa State University, who was a 
distinguished botanist and an early supporter of the 
conservation movement In Iowa. One of Pammel's studenti 
was George Washington Carver (se*? Story and Warren 
Counties), who worked with Dr. Pammel as his assistant at 
Am^ for a period of 2 years. 

A branch of Middle River winds through the 281 -acre park, 
over limestone beds. Iowa's only highway tunnel passes 
through the ridge. This was formerly the water tunnel for 
old Backbone Mill, built in 1855-58 by William Harmon. 
The burrstorfe from the old gristmill, abandoned in 1904 
and demolished in "1913, is preserved in a marker at the 
entrance to the park. Activities such as hiking, fishing, 
picnicking, and camping are popular. 
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Oskatoosa 
6-8 



Chief n/bhaska Statue 

West side of the public square 

OskaloQsa« Iowa 



• Frederic Knis^t Logan 'Home 
416 B Avenue East 
Oskaloosa, Iowa 



Mahaska County Historical Society 
OskalTOsa, Iowa 

> 

Henry Hackert, President 
Allied Gas and Chemical Co. 
U.S. 63 South 
Oskaloosa, loyva 52577 

Nelson Homestead Pioneer Farm 
and Craft Museum 
R. R. 1, Giendale Road 
Oskaloosa, Iowa 52577 

Mr. and Mrs. Ambrose Doller, 
Director and Curator 
R.R.I 

Oskaloosa, Iowa 52577 




/ DESCRIPTION 



A statue of pfef Mahaska of the loway Tribe, modeled in 
Paris by IjQWa sculptor .Sherry Edmundson Fry. Chief 
Mahaska, fqj^ whom this county is named, lived at*peace 
with the. white man. H§ wCis slain in 1834 at the age of 50 
^yearstiy another Indian, in what is now Cass County. The 
statue ^was presented to the^ City of Oskaloosa by James 
Depew Edmundson In memory of his father William 
Edmundson,. who settled in present-day Iowa In 1836: He 
was appointed sheriff by the Territorial Legislature and was 
jn charge of the organization of Mahaska " County, * 
completed May 13, 1844. 

The home of composer Frederic Knight Logan 
(1871-1928), identified by a stone marker -erected in 1940 
by the Oskaloosa Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. The 1%»story, rough red brick house, trimmed 
with stone. Is privately owned. Logan composed Missouri 
Waltz (lyrics by his mptber, Virginia Knight Logan), Pa/e 
Moon, Blue Rose Waltz, Over tfje Hills, E'en as the Flower, 
and other songs. He also acted as accompanist to Caruso,. 
Schumann-Hei^nk, and Edith Mason, and traveled with 
Maude Adams on her coast to coast repertoire tour. 

Organized: January 31 , 1942 
Meetings: Annual meeting in November 
Number of Members: 432 
Due^: $2,00 armual; $25.00 life 

Owns and maintains the Nelson Homestead Pioneer Farm 
and Craft Museum (see below). 

Acquired: 1958, from the late Roy Nelson and his sister, 
Lillian Nelson 

Admission: Area other than musuem free; museum $075; 

children 8-16 years old, $0.25; children under 
8 free when accompanied by adult 
Open: Tuesday through Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.; 
^ Sunday, 1 :00-5:00 p.m.; closed Monday; May 12 
^ through October 12 

The 2-story farm house dating back to 1852 was built of 
bricks^ from a local kiln, and native timber, by Daniel 
Nelson on a 320-acre farm. It has been restored and 
furnishetj in the style of the period. The museum building'is 
patterned after a Pennsylvania Dutch barn, hxhibits include 
furniture, quilts, clocks, books, antique tools, agricultural 
implements, war relics, and arrowheads. A log cabin, built 
in 1867, has been moved from Bussey, Iowa to the site of 
the 9riginal log cabin occupied by the Nelson family from 
1844 until the brick house was completed. The barn, built 
in 1856 from native lumber cut on the farm, contains 
pioneer farm equipment, vehicles, and machinery. The 
1861 Prine School was moved in 1966 from its original 
location west of Oskaloosa to the museum area. This 
1-room rural school has been restored and furnished with 
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62 -MAHASKA 
(continued) 



Nelson Homestead Pioneer Farm 
and Craft Museum 
(continued) 




double desks, cla^oom equipment, and school records. 
The Mott Country Store has been mpved here from its 
original location in Lacey, Iowa and was restored in 1972. 

Daniel Nelson owned 2 white mules, Becky and Jenny, that 
served In the U. S. Artillery*^uring the Civil War. They lived 
out their remaining days on the farm, and are buried in 9 
special plot, near the Museum - "the only mule cemetery in 
lowa^' 

A* Pioneer Crafts Festival is held in September, with 
demonstrations of wool carding and spinning, dyeing, 
rosemaling, quilting, loom rugrweaving, candle dipping &nd 
molding, butter churning, dheese making, bread making, 
soap making, shingle making and woodworking, chair 
caning, harness making, blacksmith ing, cider (faking, and 
other pioneer activities. The Daniel Nelson Home and Barn 
• have been entered on the National Register of H^orlc 
Places (1974). . 



Seminars on the early crafts of Iowa pioneers are offered 
with courses in spinning and weaving, rug making, 
rosemaling, natural stain dyeing, caning, and pioneer 
technology. * 



63 -.MARION 




Knoxville 
G-7 




Big Rock Park 

North side of Pella, Iowa 

Board of Park Commissioners 
City of Pella, Iowa 



Marion County Historical Society ^ 
Marion County Park, west edge 
of Knoxville, Iowa . 

Carl R,McConeghey, President 
401 West Robinson 
Knoxville, Iowa 50138 
or 

Mrs. Carolyn May", Curator 
309 S. First 

Knoxville Jowa 50138 " 



Estabtished: 1957 . 

An 83-acre natural woodland area, named for a large glacial 
"bdulder. Trees and wild flowers are identified for the study 
and appreciation of nature. The park Includes a prairie area, 
a shrub<lominated area, and a fine hardwood forest. M^y 
varieties of bird, animal, and insect life may be seeni \ 

Organized: March 1955 

Meetings: Third Monday of month, 7:30 p.m. 

Number of Members: 350^ 

Du^s: $2.00 annual ^ 

Museum Open: Saturday and Sunday, 1 :00-6:00 p.m.^May 
1 - October 1 ; other times by appointment 

The Society's museum, now containing over 15,000 items, 
has . previously been located in the Marion County 
Courthouse, Belknap's Jewelry Store, and the former milk 
house of the Veterans / Administration Farm, in Marion 
County Park. Con^mction on a new museum building was 
begun 'during th& summer of 1969 and opened in May 
1970. A Red Schoolhouse (Pleasant Ridge School built in 
1874), a rural church (Valley Church), a reconstructed log 
cabin from near Pleasantville, a small C.B. & Q. railway 
depot (Donnelly Station), and a wooden covered bridge 
(half of the old Marysville, Iowa covered bridge) have been 
moved to the park and restored. A garden with plants and 
shrubs native to Iowa is being developed. There is also a 
small lake, and a picnic and a <:amping area in the park. 
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6»* MARION 
(continued) 



Marion County Historical Society 

(Gontinued) 

• Pella Historical Society 
507 Franklin Street 
Pella/ Iowa 

Paul Fgrver, President 
SOI Lincoln Street 
Pella, Iowa 50219 
. or 

Dennis H. Steenboek, Secretary 
' 507 Franklin Street 
Pella, Iowa 50219 • 




• Red Rock Lake 
Dam 4ocated 6 miles 
soL^hwest of Pella, Iowa 

Red Rock Lake Association 
320 Eag Robinson 
Knoxville, Iowa 50138 



A botanical garden at the Veterans Administration 
Hospital, nearby, may also be visited. 

0/|7swireflr; August 24, 1965 
Number of Members: 300 
Dues: $5.00 annual 

Admission to Museum: $0.50; students; $0.25; children under 
12 free 

MuseumMpen: Week days, 8:30 a.m,-noon and 1 :00-5:00 p.m. 

Sponsors the annual Tulip Timer Festival in May, when 
there are conducted tours of the community, street 
scrubbing, folk dancing, parades, and stage pr^entatfons. 

The Pella Historical Site includes tulip beds; a museum 
displaying antiques, farm machinery and equipment, Dutch 
artifacts, and Americana of the mkJ-1800's; the Van 
Spankeren Store in the Wynberg Dwelling; the 
Beeson-Blommers Mill (from near Lynnville); the 
Werksplatt (old-fashioned carpenter shop); and the 
boyhood '^home of frontiersman- ^nd Western law man, 
Wyatt Earp, who lived here from age 2 to 16* His part in 
the tamilig of the Old West has become legend and the - 
subject of motion pictures and television programs. 

In downtown Pella, there has been an extensive remodeling 
program by business firms to create an Old World 
atmosphere symbolic of the Netherlands. 



An $80 million project which includes a 9,000-acre 
reservoir*, complete recreational fecilities, natural areas 
including a large waterfowl preserve, and points of historic 
interest. The dam itself is VA miles long, 100 feet high, 600 
feet wide at the base, and 44 feet wide at the top, and 
supports a highway. The longest bridge in the Midwest 
crosses the Des Moines River (Iowa 14) over Red Rock 
Lake and overlooks the former pioneer village of Red Rock. 
Nonnal river flow passes through 14 concrete culverts in 
the base of the spillway,, while 5 large gates on top control 
overflow water. 

This area was a popular spot with Indian tribes who called 
nhe red and yellow bluffs Painted Rocks. Red Rock Lake is 
named for the remnartts of red limestone still visible at the 
uppdK^pd of the lake, where igth'tJentury quarries were 
operated. 

The Hiawatha- Pioneer Trail runs through the area. The 
migratory waterfowl refuge, a portidn of the Red Rock 
Game Management Area, affords an opportunity to view 
the thousands of geese and ducks that stop here to feed and 
rest during migration. Large fields of goose browse are 
planted to attract the wild flocks. The refuge itself consists 
of 10,683 acres and is closed to hunting at all tlmes. Except 
for the migration period, September 15 to December 15, 
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Red Rock Lake * /the refuge is open for^such recreational activities as fishing^ 



63* MARION 
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64 - MARSHALL 











IX 






III 




m 







Marshalitown 



(eontinued) 



C. D. Coppock County Park 
3 miles west of Le Grand^lowa, 
off UJS. 30 

Marshall County Conservation Board 



boating, and hiking. 
Wilcox Wildlife Area includes irregularly-shaped lakes and 
badlands created by ^strip mining, and provides a popular 
spot for rock and fossil hunting. Forty feet'of the original 
80-foot-long Marysville, Iowa wooden covered bridge has 
been moved from ijs original site to a road over a small 
creek in the park. 

Roberts Creek County Park, located on the north side of 
the reservoir, about 7 miles west of Pella, covers 1 ,535 acres 
centered around a 300-acre lake. Facilities are provided for 
swimming, picnicking, boating, and camping. 
Elk Rock State Park (north and south units) includes about 
900 rolling, wooded acres on the shores of Red Rock Lake, 
and is being« developed for a variety of recreational 
activities-picnicking, hiking, fishing, boatinjg, and camping. 

An area of 9 acres obtained from the U^". Government by 
C. D. Coppock in 1855, together With adjacent land. Some 
time later, the timber was cleared and the logs were 
for mine timbers. The present stand of second growth 
timber Jncludes oak, maple, hickory, ironwood, black 



Garry L. Brandenburg, Executive Officer walnut,.and elm. No pasturing has been done on the tract. 



R. R..2 
Marshalltown, Iowa -501 58 



• Central Iowa Genealogical Society 

Mrs. Barbara Price. 

Corresponding Secretary 
406 New Castle Road 
Marshalltown, Iowa 50158 



— -»» — - ■ - 

so there is an abundance of wild flowers and a dense growth 
of underbrush, including gooseberries and blackberries. 
Recreational uses include picnicking and camping. 

Organized: 1965 

Meetings: Third Sunday of month, 2:00 p.m., except July 

and August 
Number of Members: 63 
Dues: $1.00 

A local chapter of th6 Iowa Genealogical Society (see PoIR 
County). A surname index has been prepared; supplements 
are to be added. The Society also sponsored a facsimile 
reprint of the 1878 History of Marshall County, with the 
addition of a name index. 



• Historical Society of Marshall County Organized: 1908 




Marshalltown, Iowa 50158 

James R. BradbutV, President 
R. R.5 

Marshalltown,'lov{^a 50158 



Meetings: Quarterly 
Number of Members: 
Dues: $1.00 annual 



75 



Collects and preserves materials related to the history of 
Marshall County; erects historical markers; and publishes 
historical matter. Guided tours and educational programs 
for school children are offered. 

""a Memorial Log Cabin was built in Riverview Park at the 
end of North 3rd Avenue iF^1936-37 to honor pioneers 
who came here prior to 1885. The project was financed by 
descendents of th^se early settlers. 



ERIC 



166 



COUNTY AND 
eOUNTYSEAT; 
LOCATION ON MAP 



NAME AND LOCATION 



64 -MARSHALL 
(continued) 



65- MILLS 




• SusieSower Historical House 
129 East State Street 
Marshalltown, low^ 50158 




Three Bridges Park * 
Viz miles northwest of 
Le Grand, Iowa 

Marshall County Conservation Boalrd 
Garry L. Brandenburg, Executive Officer 
R. R.2 

Marshalltown, Iowa 50158 



DESCRIPTION 



Admission: Donations accepted 

Open: By appointment; annual open house 

Susie Sower Historical House is maintained by court 
appointed trustees as a historical museum for use of the 
Historical Society of Marshal! CoQnty. §uilt in 1860, It was 
occupied by the George Sower family from 1870 until the 
death of Susie Sower, the last survivor, in March 1952. The 
frame house was restored and repaired m 1958 and 
dedicated May 10, 1959. The house contains hand-carved 
woodwork and parquet flooring. Original furniture and 
furnishings of the Civil War period afford a glimpse of 
gracious living of the past century. The front hall, parlor, 
music room,^kitchen, and master .^room are featured! 
One room In the house contains a collection of Indian 
relics, ihcluding^unusual arrowhead arrangements; original 
paintings by artist Charles Pushetonequa, Mesquakie Indian 
of Tama; and crinolds from the Le Grand, Iowa quarries. 
.1. 

Wetherbee Rural Schoolhouse (Taylor Township No.4).has 
been moved to the Sower property and restored. The 
country school is furnished with old double desks, 
pot-belHed stove,"re(;itation bendfi, organ, ABC reading'^ 
chart, water bucket and dipper, and school bell. 

A 12-acre tra(;t bordering the scenic Iowa River, and 
covered by wild shrubs and native trees — oak, walnut, 
basswood, butternut, and elm. Many songbirds and small' 
animals inhabit the area. There are exposed limestone bluffs 
and small caves, and one of the first rock quarries in 
Marshall County is located on the site. Rock for the 
Marshall County Courthouse was quarried here. Th6 
foundations of an early gristmill and the remains of an old 
log cabin may still be seen. There are nature and hiking" 
trails aad facilities for fishing, picnicking, and camping. 



Timmons Grove County Park 
1% miles southwest of 
Albion, iowa 



A tract of approximately 198 acres of timberland, bisected 
by the Iowa Riv^r. The 'changing ot the river channel 
around 1914 has (eft a number of bayous. Some 25 
varieties of native trees, in addition to an abundance of wild 
^ flowers, herbs, and shrubs, make this a suitable area for 

Garry L. Brandenburg, Executive Officer nature study. A wide variety of songbirds live here, together 

with squirrels, rabbits, muskrats, raccoons, fox, deer, wood 
Marshalltown, Iowa 50158 ducks, mallards, quail; and pheasants. Recreational activi. 

ties include fishing,.picnicking, hiking, and camping. 



- MarshalfCounty Conservation BoSfrd 



• Early Trails Monument 
Near Glenwood, Iowa, 
along U. S. 275 



Glenwood 
H-2 



A marker erected hy the Glenwood Chapter of the D A R 
commemorates the early trails across Mills County-the 
Dragoons in 1835, the Mormons in 1846, and the 
stagecoach in 1850. The Indians frequently followed animal 
trails, which were later used by the explorers, military 
detachments, and the pioneers. These footpaths became the 
earliest roads, used by wagons and coaches, and many new 
trails appeared during the great westward movement of the 
1800's. , 
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• House of a Thousand Bottles 

IMishna Vale Farm 

Oti)a 0.and LolaB.Wearin 
Hastings, Iowa 51540 

• Hoyt House ' 

, Vq mile south and 1 mile east 
of Hastings, Iowa 



Mills County Caves 

Oak Township, in northwest 

Mills County 



Mills County Historical Society 
P.O.Box 170 
Glenwood, Iowa 51534 

Raymond H.^Mintle ( 
207 East Florence 
Glenwood, Iowa 51534 



Pony Creein^rk 

314 miles northwest of 

Glenwood, Iowa 

Mills County Conservation Board 
Kelly Barties, Executive O^icer 
R.R.I 

Pacific Junction, Iowa 51561 




Admission: $0.50; children free . ' 

Open: By^appointment 

An extensive collection of character and figure bottles, 
glassware, and art objects housed in a museum building. 

Historic home which served as a station on the 
Underground Railroad in the 1850's. Privately owned, the 
house is not open to the public. A stagecoach station vvas 
located just across the road. 

Several caves used by early-day outlaws and horse thieves. 
Horses stolen from the €ar\\f settlers of the vicinity were 
> bidder^ in the caves and sold by the outlaws to Mormons, 
emigrant parties, and California-gold-rushers. 




OrganizHhi^^qusX 1957 
Meetings: Twice a year or as called , 
Number of Members: 150 
^Dues: $1.00 annual ' 
Admission to Museum: $0.25 

Museum Open: Weekends, June-October; other times by 
appointment 

The Society owns and operates Mills County Historical 
Museum (a gift of the Mintle famifV) in Glenwbod Lake 
ParT<. Exhibits include Indian artifacts, pioneer items, early 
American glass, furniture, clothing, dolls, farm implements, 
musical instruments^ paintings, fabrics, and historical 
documents. There is also, a country store and a country 

school. 0 o 

./ ■ 

An af6a of 50 acres having natural, geological, ^historical, 
and archeological significance. About 1/3 of the tract lies in 
the Pony Creek Basin or Watershed, east of the, Missouri 
River, and is characterized by Irregular, broke^S; narrqvy 
ridges, steep slopes and deep gullied valleys^^and loess- 
bluffs. Timber covers much of the area. From the^idgetop 
are scenic views of the Missouri River bottoms and the 
bluffs across the river in Nebraska and within the Pony 
Creek valley in Iowa. There are hiking trails in the park, and 
picnicking and camping are permitted. 

■ ^ it 

This region was settled by pioneers during the last half of 
the 19th Century, and Mornlons camped here on thefr|way 
to the West. At least 3 sawmills were in operation during 
this early period. One family out and hauled cordwood 
* from here to the Council Bluffs area. Many of these early 
settlers yvere skilled in locating bee trees and sold honey. 
Prehistoric Indian camps and burial mounds have attracted 
archeologists to the area. An estimated 150 to 200 earth 
lodges, dating from 1000-1350, ^re located here. The Pony 
Creek Indian site is on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 
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66 - MITCHELL 




Hamlin Garland Homo 
Northeast of Osage, Iowa 



Osage 



Mitehell County HistorieafMusciim 
^3orth Sixth Street 
Osage, Iowa ^ 




Mitoheil County Historical Society 
SVJorth Sixth Street 
Osage, Iowa ' 

William H. Biedermann, President 
Osage, Iowa 50461 



New Haven Potholes • 
214 miles north w^ of 
New Haven, Iowa 



Mitchell County Conservation Board ^ . 
Rog^r W. Stevenson, Executive Director 
Eas^ Main Street 
Osage, loWa^ 50461 



DESCRIPTION 



Boyhood farm home of Iowa* author Hamlin Garland 
(1860-1940). His Son of the Middle Border was 
autobiographical. Garland attended Cedar Valley Seminary 
in Osage from 1876 to 1881, and received hisiirst literary 
inspiration while a student there. A marker honoring 
Garland was placed on the old Cedar Valley Seminary 
grounds on July 3, 1931 . 

\ Dedicated f . , - 

Admission: Free; donations accepted 
Open: Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 1 :G0-5:C0 p.m.. May 
to October' . 

Old Central, on the former Cedar Valley Seminary campus, 
was leased by Mitchell County Historical Society (see 
below) in 1966 from Osage Community School District for 
use as a museum. The 2-story building was originally 
constructed by the people of Osage and financed, by 
popular subscription. It was then presented to the Baptist' 
Association, in August 1869, and used as an administration 
building for the newly established Seminary. Civil War and 
pioneer displays, old clothing, home furnishings,- a doll 
collection, school ^^nd church records, tools, doctor's* 
instruments, art by local painters, and a library are in the. 
museum. In addition, there is a model sitting room, an 
old-time kitchen, and a bedroom. A music ropm contains 
many old musical instruments. OlcF conveyances include a 
covered wagon, an old 2-seated cutter made by the Case 
Automobile Company for its owner J. I. Case, and an old 
horse-drawn, enclosed rural mail delivery truck. 

* 

Organized: 1961 ^ , . 

Meetings: Annual meeting second Wednesday in March 
Number of Members: 260 ' . 
Oi/es; $1.00 annual; $10.00 life ' 

Activities include marking historic sites, conducting annual 
tours to historic areas, compiling histories of famous people 
and of Mitchell County, and preserving a rural school and a 
former log hou§e. The Socjety operates the Mitchell County 
H istor ica I M useu m ( see above ) . 
• ^'^ 

A 168-acre wildlife area, largely marshland, near the Little 
Cedar River, with many small potholes. Vegetation includes 
marsh plants, wild flowers, and a stand of aspen trees. 
Plantings of prairie plants and conifers have been made. A 
nature trail winds through the area, for use of school groups 
and nature lovers. An information display is at the 
beginningbf the trail. 
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66 -MITCHELL 
(continued) 



Otranto Oomniunity Park 
East edge of Otranto, Iowa 

Mitchell County Conservation Board 
Roger W. Stevenson, 
Executive Officer 
East Main Street 
Osage, liowa 50461 



A recreational park of about 5 acr^, located on the east 
bank of the Cedar River in northwest Mitdiell County. At 
the park entrance is a 4-ton, c^st-iron water wheel from the 
Otranto Mill, built in 5876 by f. A. .Wilder and his 2 
brothers. Nelson and Frank. The mill was operated by 
various owners until 1945 when It was torn down. The 
huge water wheel wa$ recovered from the river in 1959 
when a dam acro^ the Cedar River was rebuilt. The wheel 
was placed at the park entrance in 1960. 



St. AnsgarMUi 

1 mile southwest of St. Ansgar, 
Ibwa on^blacktQp road' 



A picturesque old water mill and dam on the Cedar River. 
The northern Iowa landmark was built in 1861. A cement 
dam was consfructoi in 1915 to replace the first dam made 
of brush and logs, and the tailrace has been filled in. The 
origmal source of power for the fill's operation was a 
v\;ater wheel; later, a water turbine was installed. Electricity 
was finally used to do custom grinding and manufacture 
livestock feeds. The town of St. An^ar was settled in 1853 
by Norwegians under the leadership of Reverend Claus L. 
Clausen. 




• MONONA 




Ingeman Lutheran Churdi 

5 miles w^ of Moorhead, Iowa 



Onawa 
E-l 



J0:\ 

Services 'have not been neld in the white frame, steepled 
church since %)und 1952, but it is still kept up and is open 
^o the public, visitors may sign a guest book. Old residents 
of the area called this "the low church" to distinguish it 
from another Lutheran church that once stood about a mile 
away on a much higher elevation. Graves in the churchyard 
include 7 children of tbcL John Johnson family who died of 
diphtheria in 1898,. ^ * t 
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87 -MONONA 9 Lewis and dark State Park 

(oom inued) 2 miJes west of Ono;va on Iowa 1 ?5 

State Conservation Commss^ion 
State Office BulEding 
300 Fourth Street 
Des Mojnes, Iowa §0319 



Estatii^ed: 1924 




Named for Meriwether Lewis and 
William Clark, who were 
QommteSoned by President Thomas 
Jefferson in 1804 to head an 
expedition up the Missouri River 
and into the for Northwest^ after 
the Louisiana Purchase, Members of 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition 
arrived in this area on August 9, 
1804 and spent several days 
exploring the region and making 
observations on its geography and 
on the plant and animal life. The 
party camped at a ^ot opposite the 
present-day park, one of 9 different 
campsites, in Iowa used between 
July 18 and August 21, 1804. The 
286-acre park Is situated on Blue 
Lake, an"'oxbow formed by the 
meandering of the Missouri River. 
When Lewis and Clark visited the 
region, the lake was part of the 
main channel of the river. Since 
then, the riverv has changed its 
course to the west, leaving the 
r&tural lake in the shape of an 
oxbow. Recreational facilities are 
available for fishing, swimming, 
water skiing, bdating, 
snowmoblling, picnicking, and 
camping; nature trails crisscross the 
heavily wooded park; and there are 
flood plains and sandy areas 
adjacent to 982-acre B^ue Lake. 



Monona County Histortel Society Organized: January 21, 1973 



Wilson Gingl^, President 
Castana, Iowa 51010 , 

• Oidham Reor^i^on Area 

VA miles northw^ of Soldier, Iowa 

, Monona County Conservation Board 
- Page W. Carlson, Chairman 
P.O.Box WB 
Soldier^ Iowa 511572 



A popular spot for fishing, boating, swimming, picnicking, 
camping, hiking, and bird watching. A 17-ecre pond' 
created by an earthen dam, extends for over VA mites up a 
vall^. Waterfowl, small animals, and other wildlife 
frequent the area. The park is us^ by- schoolsa and'^ 
conservation groups for field instruction. 

y 
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67 ^ MONONA 
(continued) 



68^MOiyJRQE 



Aibia 
H-8 



• Preparation Canyon State Park 
5 miles southwest of Moorhead, 
off Iowa 372 

State Conservation Commission 
Staj:e Office Building 
m Fourth Street 
)es Moini^, Iowa 50319 




• Whiting Woods 

4 miles southw^ of Mapleton, Iowa 

^ *. 

Monona County Conservation Board 
Page W. Carlson, Chairman 
P.O. Box 168 
Soldier, Iowa 51572 

• .Albia Business District 
Albia, Iowa 



• Coal Mining 

Various locations throughout 
Monroe County 




About 50 or" 60 Mormon families, members of "Jehovah's 
Presbytery of Zion," settled at this point in 1853 and 
established the village of Preparation. Several thousand 
acres of choice land was acquired in the community and all 
property turned over to the head of the order as trustee. 
The colony was broken up because of dissension between 
Charles B. Thompson, the Mormon leader, known as 
"Father Ephraim" and Baneemy, and his followers. Most of 
the descendants of the colony at Preparation may be found 
today in the Reorganized Church of Latter Day Saints. The 
187-acre park includes niany small streams and springs, a 
variety of trees and wild flowers native to Iowa, canyons, 
and a commanding view of the rolling loess bluffs above the 
Missouri River flood plain. There are picnic facilities and 
trails for hiking and nature study. 

An 80-acre area covered with hardwdbd timber, many 
species of shrubs, and a variety of wild flowers. Fjoot trails 
through the forest preserve enable students and nature 
lovers to walk through the timbered areas to study and 
enjoy the wonders of nature. There is also a picnic area, and 
a pond provides fi&iing. ^ 



B,uildings around the town square and courthouse have 
been renovated and restored to their original Victorian 
charm. The colorful buildings, decorated with wrought iron 
and shutters, give a nostalgic look to the county seat town. 
This area was at one time among the chief coal fields in 
Iowa (see Coal Mining, below). 

Coal was discovered in Iowa in 1835, and was first min^ in 
1840. The coal found in Iowa is interlayed with sKales, 
siltstones, sandstones, and limestones over an area of more 
than 20,000 square miles. The peak year in coal production 
in Iowa was 1917, when from 350 to 400 mines were in 
.operation and 9,049,806 tons of coal were produced. 
Monroe County was once one of the important soft coal 
'mining areas in the state. Many towns of 1,000 or more 
population were dependent upon the mines. In 1910, Iowa 
employed 18,005 coat miners, but by 1969 the number had 
declined to 176. With the decreased demand for soft coal 
following World War II, many of the mirfes closed and 
rhiners moved away, leaving ghost towns. Consol 
(northwest of Albia) once had the largest coal producihg 
mine west of the Mississippi River. Bucknell (west of 
Consol) is an abandoned mining town, with hoyses and 
foundations remaining to outline the once busy streets. 

Buxton (north of Albia, near the county line), once a 
community of 9,000 people, was the largest coal mining 
town in Monroe County. During its heyday, a large 
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Coa! Mining ^ 
(continued) 



population of Negroes was brought here from the South to 
work in the mines. Several churches were established, "and 
the town had a YMCA, baseball team, and a band, the 
town eventually faded into oblivion, but for many years 
former resident^ had an annual reunion, the Buxtoh Picnic, 




• Georgetown Rest Ar^ 
8 miles west of Albia, Iowa, 
.along U.S. 34 

Monroe County Conservation Board 
John Yenger, Executive AdministratoY 
308 North 8th Street 
Albia, Iowa 52531 

Rev. Paul Donahue 

St. Patrick's Catholic Church 

R. R. 2, Albia,>lowa 52531 



• KendalS Place 

209 Benton Avenue East 
Albia, Iowa 52531 



By 1975, only 1 coal mjne was still- operating in Monroe 
• County-^-a shaft mine at Melrose. Three other Iowa counties 
still have operating coal mines-Lucas (Chariton), Mahaska 
(Oskaloosa), and Marion (Bussey, Pella aad Otiey). Lovilia 
Coal Mine No. 4 in Monroe County^ is now the Jargest 
underground coal mine in Iowa, in 1970 this mine 
produced 250,841 tons of coal and had 6 surface 
employees and 17 men working underground. Virtually all 
of the coal mined in Iowa is consumed within the state by 
electric power plants and in heating public buildings, 

A 3-acre wooded area between old U,S. 34 and the 
relocated U.S. 34, near the historic St. Patrick's Ccitholic 
Church at the little settlement of Georgetown. The area is 
owned by the church and maintained under a lease 
agreement with Monroe County Conservation Board, Picnic 
facilities are provided. > 

St. Patrick's Church is open to visitors (north entrance) 
except when the pastor Is away from the parish. At one 
time this was the Mother Church for' a number of Catholic 
churches in the area. Construction was begun on St. 
Patrick's Church in I860 and was completed after the Civil 
War. The building is 100 by 60 feet, and 50 feet high. It 
was built of native stone hauled by ox cart from a nearby 
quarry. A leg cabin church preceded the present chul-ch 
whose interior, redecorated Sometime after 1958, Is 
considered one of the handsomest in southern Iowa. The - 
settlement of Georgetown was originally called Staceyville, 

The home of . Iowa Governor Nathan E, Kendall 
(1868-1936). The 2-story home was presented to the City 
of Albia in 1923 for use of the Albia Women's Club and as 
a community center. Kertdall, a self-educated lav\/yer, who 
served as Iowa's Governor from 1921 to 1925, was a 
polished speaker, noted for his brilliant oratoryiSOit his 
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ix^ndalB Place 
(continued) 



Monroe County Historical Society 
Albia. Iowa ^ 

Charles W. Wever, President 
31 5 South B Street 
Albia Jowa 52531 



• Stephens State Forest 
Scattered areas in Appanoose, Davis, 
Lucas, and Monroe Counties 

• Trussell Cemetery 
5 miles southwest of 
Blakesburg, Iowa 



69 - MONTGOMERY 

3=P 




Red Oak 

H-3 ^ 




request. Governor Kendall's asJies were plac^ in an urn and 
buried under the flagstone walk, about 3 feet in front of a 
marble seat and memorial on the lawn of his former home 
in Albia. 

Organized: 1959 
Meetings: Monthly 
Number of Members: 125 

After a period of inactivity, the Society now|plans a local 
museum and library. Halfway Prairie School, originally 
located halfway between Albia and Eddyville, Iowa, on the 
old stagemjach road, was preserved for a time, but can no 
longer be seen. 

A forest preserve consisting of 6 separate units in south 
central Iowa. Foradditonal informaticm, see Lucas County. 

A small Mormon cemetery in Urbana Township. The 
Mormons reportedly camped oh the farm of Aaron Stocker, 
one of several Mormon camps along the Old Southwest 
/Trail, going West. Due to sickness and starvation many died 
and, at this particular camp, following the death of 3 
Mormons, Trussell Cemetery was started with their graves. 
Mr. Stocker purchased his 160 acres of government landjor 
$200 on June 2, 1847. The gravestones are of sandstone, 
buried deep in the earth. Bordering the little cemetery on 2 
sides is prairie hay, used by early settlers for pasture. 

Humakona House, located on the Old Southwest Trail; was 
,once used as a post office and stagecoach stop. 

The round, steel and wood outdoor pavilion being pre- 
served in merhory of the Chautauqua Era in Iowa. (See Des 
Moines County, also.) Built in 1908, the pavilion cost 
$5,200 and seated nearly 5,000 persons. Actually, the first 
Chautauqua was held in Red Oak from June 29 to July 5, 
1905, Large canvas tents were used fqr the first 3 seasons. 
Jane Addams, Irvin S. Cobb, William Jennings Bryan, Henry 
Wallace, Senator Robert LaFollette, and evangelists Billy 
Sunday and Gypsy Smith were among those appearing on 
programs. The pavilion w^s used until 1929 and is one of 
the few remaining. It was placed on the National Register 
of Historic Places in May 1972. 

Chautauqua was founded at Chautauqua Lake, New York 
in 1874 as a system of summer school and correspondence 
school education for Sunday school ''teachers and workers. 
From this religious beginning, programs were broadened to 
include general education and popular entertainment. The 
tent (^autauquas wpre organized later and operated 
thrqughout the United States* until \Ne\\ into the 20th 
Century. Iowa was among the |irst states to become 
tdepti^ied with the Chautauqua ^ movement. Traveling , 
groups went from town to town giving programs of 
lectures, readings, concerts, and recitals in, large tents or 
permanent pavilions. In the peak year of 1924, traveling or 
circuit Chautauquas visited some 10,000 communities and 
"were attended by over 40 million persons:,With the coming 
of the automobile, radio, motion pictures, and other forms 



• Chautauqua Park Pavilion 
Red Oak, Iowa 

Travis Tins ley. Chairman 
Chautauqua Pavilion Restoration 

Committee 
Red Oak, Iowa 5156Q . 



^5 



ERLC 



174 



iZ 



COUNTY AND 
COUNTY SEAT; 
LOCATION ON MAP 



NAME AND L0CAT50N 



DESCRIPTION 



•MONTGOMERY 
(Continued) 



70 -MUSCATINE 




Muscatine 
F-12 



Chautauqua ^rk Pavilion 
(continued) 

S^ntoh Historical Society 
Stanton, Iowa 

Donald A. Peterson, President 
P.O. Box 21 5 
Stanton, Bowa 51573 

Viking Lake State Pdrk 
Off U.S. 34, 

3 miles east and 1 mile south of 
Stanton, Iowa 

State Conservation Commission 

State Office Building h 

300 Fourth Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319 



Alexander G. dark House 
209 West 3rd Street 
Muscatine, Iowa 




of entertainment, the popularity of cha'utauqua decreased 
after 19^5. 

/ncorpgrated: February 18, 1975 

Number of Mertibers: 100 ' \ 

The Society is restoring and furnishing a rural schoolhouse, 
moved from its original location to Main Street in Stanton. 



Estabfished: 1957 

Viking^ake is an artificial impoundment of 150 acres with 
41^ miles of shoreline. The hills and valleys in this general 
are| were once favored as campsites,by the Indians. Many^ 
artifacts were discovered when the dam was built to form 
the lake, and at least one Indian burial site Is now under 
water at the northeast corner of the lake. Part of the nearly 
1,000 acres included in the park has been left undeveloped. 
Wild flowers common to the area may be seen, as well as 
beavers, muskrats,^6er, ducks, shore birds, and song birds. 
There are foot trails for hiking, and facilities for picnicking, 
boating, swimming, fishing, and camping. ^ 

A 21^-story brick double house built'in 1878 by Alc-rijirler 
G. Clark (1826-1891), Iowa's most prominent bisck mm of 
the post-Civil War psnod, who came to Muscatln;^ in 1842, 
The house was saved from demolition in last minute efforts , 
and moved to another lot nearby. It is being preserved as a 
repository for Howa black history in recognition of Clark's 
many accomplishments. He was a successful businessman, 
lawyer, orator, editor, and civil rights advocate. In 1867, 
Clark's 12-yearold daughter Susan was denied admission to 
a Muscatine grammar school. Clark brought suit against the 
local school board and in a decision by the Iowa Supreme 
Court the following year, it was ruled that all 
children-regardless of race, religion, nationality, or any 
other distinctions which would deny equality of 
educational opportunity-could attend cq^mon school in 
lowa-a landmark decision. Clark was also the guiding spirit 
of Iowa's first "Ctaflored Convention," which urged the 
Legislature to pass a black suffrage amendment to the Iowa 
Constitution. This was done by striking the word "white" 
from the Constitution as it originally stood. The 
amendment ^was submitted to a vote of the people and 
adopted in .1868, Clark's son, Alexander, Jr„ was the first 
black student admitted to The University of Iowa Law 
CpJIege, in 1878, and became its first black graduate. When 
Clark himself was 57, he entered the same school and 
becanhe the second black graduate. He was admitted to the 
Muscatine Bar Association in 1884, He was active in the 
Republican Party during the reconstruction period, and was 
referred to as "the colored orator of the West." He was also 
a prominent Mason. Clark was appointed minister resident 
anorconsul-general to Liberia in 1890 by U. S. President 
Benjamin Harrison, Clark ^d of malaria in 1891 and lies 
buried in Greenwood Cemletery in Muscatine. 
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70 'MUSCATINE • Laura Musser Art Gallery and Museum Opened to Public: May 15, 1966 

(continued) ' 1314 Mulberry Avenue Admi^ion: Free 

Muscatine, Iowa 52761 Open: 10:00 a.m.-noon and 2:00-5:00 p.m., Tuesday 

through Saturday; 2:00-5:00 p.m.,Sunday; 7:00- 
Clifford J. Larson, Diriector 9:00 p.m.,Tuesday and Thursday; closed Monday 

A gift of the Laura Musser McColm Atkins estate to the 
City of W^yscatine, featuring displays of historic artifacts 
and works of art. The municipal museum is housed in a 
24-room mansion built in 1908 by Peter Musser for-his 
daughter Laura. Mr. Musser made his fortune in the lumber 
business. The formal parlor and dining room have been 
maintained essentially as they were when the Musser family 
used them^ 

The permanent collection on display includes silver, pewter, 
pottery, china, cut glass, ivories, carved teakwood, vases, 
paper weights, table linens, drawings, water colbrs, and oil 
paintings. The Muscatine Room houses a display 
representing old-fashioned rooms. Other rooms display 
relics usied by Muscatine County soldiers during the Civil 
War, industrial exhibits, of products of Iowa industries and 
businesses, and historical objects related to Muscatine and 
the old steamboating days on the Mississippi River. 
Traveling art exhibits, art classes, and lectures are also 
featured. The music room wing (1921) is used as an 
assembly room (capacity of 85) for meetings, programs, 
recitals, and musicales. An Estey player pipe organ made in 
Brattleboro, Vermont is played for museum visitors. 

The museun) Is surrounded by 4 acres of landscaped 
grounds. Including a formal garden and Japanese tea garden. 
-The grounds are used 'for outdoor concerts, art shows, ^rt 
classes, and landscape work. 

Incorporated: August 6, 1971 

Meetings: Second Thursday of month, September through 
No^^ember and February, through April;' annual 
meeting first Monday in May 
Numb^ of Members: 70 

Dues: $3.00 individual; $5.00 family; $25.00 individual 
" life; $50.00 family life 

Offers programs on local hl^ory, featuring then and now 
^nes in the Muscatine area, and publications. A n\useum is 
planned. 

A 27,000-acre "island" of sand and gravel, formed by the 
Mississippi River when it changed channels. Once the site of 
a Union Army camp during the Civil V^ar, the area is noted 
today for its production 6f watermelons, cantaloupes^ \ 
cucumbers, potatoes, sweet potatoes, pumpkins, cabbage, * 
sweet corn, squash, peppers, and tomatoes. Muscatine 
melons have been grown here in the sandy soils since about 
1860 and have become famous fdr ^eir godid flavor. 

Around 1914, Muscatine had some 35 button factori6s, and 
was known as the Pearl Button City of the United States. 
Button blanks and buttons of various sizes arid kinds were 
made from fresh water clam shells and shipped all over the 



Muscatine Area Heri^tage 
'Association, Inc.,^ 
705 West 4th Street 
Muscatine, Iowa 52761 

John J. Witmer, President 
R.R. 1 

Moscow, Iowa 52760 



Muscatine Island 

South of Muscatine, Iowa 
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70 -MUSCATINE 
(continued) 



Muscatine Island 
(continued) 



# Nye Cemetery Historical Site 
% mile south of Wild Cat Den 
State Park 



world. The shells were brought to Muscatine from the rivers 
^to be manufactured into buttons--a multi-million dollar 
busine^. Muscatine was also theJiome of the largest button 
machinery manufacturing industry, had 2 of the largest sash 
and door planta in the world, and was noted for its seed aftd 
vegetable farms. 

This 2-acre tract contains the grave of Benjamin Nye and 
other early settlers in the county. (See Wild Cat Den State 
Park, below.) 



Muscatine County Conservation Board 
Daryl F. Kothenbeutel, Executive Off icer 
Muscatinf , Iowa 52761 



PecTan Grove{ 

2 miles southwest of 

the city limits of Muscatine 

State Conservation Commission 

State Office Building 

300 Fourth Street 

pes Moines, Iowa 50319 

Salisbury Bridge Recreation Area 

10 miles northwest of Muscatine, Iowa 

on county road ' . 

Muscatine County Conservation BoarcT 



The only natural stand of pecan trees in Iowa. The 25-acre 
tract is located along Muscatine Slough, which was formerly 
the channel of the Missl^^^ippi Riv^r. There are 47 mature 
trees and hundreds of smaller ones and seedlings, making 
this the largest stand of peian tr^s in Iowa. There is 
presently no public acce^ to the grove. 



A 74^cre general purpose recreation area adjacent to 
^Salisbury Bridge^ over the Cedar River. Additional land is 
' being, acquired. Naturar areas exist along the river^ banks* 
with open grassy m^eadows and several wooded sections 
containing a wide ^ariety of native trees and derjse 



Daryl F. Kothenbeutel, Executive Officer underbrush. Chicken Creek merges with the Cedar Ri^er 



Muscatine, Iowa 52761 



Weed P^rk 

East edge of IVIuscatine, Iowa 



Wild Cat Den State Park 

3 miles eastof Fairport, Iowa, 

off U.S. 22on Iowa 389 

State Conservation Commission 
State Office Building 
300 Fourth Street ^ 
Des Moines Iowa 50319 




approjcjmately 1 mile south of the recreation area. The park 
site is used for/picnicking, campirig, nature study, fishing, 
and boating. \ 

A city par!^ namfed for^ th6 donor^ A total ,pf 18 
horseshoe-shaped Indian mounds, of which some 16 are 
undisturbed, are located within the park. The others hav^ 
been excavated during construction activities. A zoo is^ 
located in the park which extends over wooded hills and 
bluffs overlooking the Mississippi River and its many island^ 
and bayous. ' 

Oid Mill Open: Sunday, or by appointment for groups 

The 322*acre area was dor^ated to the state by the Brandt 
sister's, who lived here at one time. The heavily timbered 
terrain includes lOOrfoot cliffs, rock formations with such 
d^criptive names ds "Steamboat Roick," "Devil's Punch 
Bowl," "Fat Man's Squeeze," and "Horseshoe Bend." 
Names carved in the rocks over a century ago may be seen. 
Picturesque trails wind through the park. As many as 25 
varieties of ferns have been identified, including walking 
l^f, polypody, and maidenhair, and wild flowers are here 
in abundance. 

A mill built in 1850 qn^Pine Creek by Benjamin Nye, one 
of the first settlers in Muscatine County (he settled he/e' in 
1834), has been restored. The well-preserved millds one of 
3 built by Mr. Nye in this vicinity. (The first was built in 
1839.) Although the mill ceased to operate in 1927, most 
of the machinery, grain chutes, and encased^ millstones ar6 
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71 - O'BRIEN 




Primghar 
B'2 




• Covey Church Park 
* 7 miles south of Hartley, Iowa 
on blacktop road, or 8 miles . 
northeast of Primghar, Iowa 

O'Brien County Conservation Board 
Jack Mau, Executive Officer 
Paullina, Iowa 51046 



• Litka Park 

6% miles northeast of Sutherland, 
Iowa on county road 

O'Brien County Conservation Board 
Jack Mau, Executive Officer 
Paullina, Iowa 51046 

• O'Brien County Historical Society 
Primghar, Iowa 

William B. Schwartz, President 
Sheldon, Iowa 51201 



still intact. Power for \ the old gristmill was originally 
supplied by water from the creek, but later, power turbines 
and an auxiliary steam engine were installed. Settlers for 
miles around brought their grain to this mill to have it 
ground. The mill specialised in a coarse grade of wheat 
flour'which was packed in barrels and shipped to St. Louis. 
Here it was sold to plantation owners in the^outh and used 
to feed slaves until the Civil War period. Tne first store and 
post office in Muscatine County were at the site of the 
original mill. Benjamin Nye is buried in a tiny cemetery 
(one of Iowa's oldest) in the vicinity of the mill. (See Nye 
Cemetery Historical Site, above.) 

The millrace still babbles along as it did over a century ago, 
and the t)ld flour mill stands as a nostalgic landmark for 
^sightseers with an appreciation for the labors of Iowa's 
early pioneers. "Down by the Old IVIill Stream" could very 
well have been written here at this fowa mill. 

The park has facilities for picnicking,'. hiking, and camping. 

Acquired for Restoration: 1965 

A highway rest and picnic area adjacent to the first wooden 
frame church ind the second church established in O'Brien 
County. The chyr-ch was named for Reverend John Covey. 
OriginaUy, a Congregational Churc^, it was later a tVlethodist 
Church, and is now being preserved as a historic landmark. 
•The old pews and other furnishings haye been saved. The 
site is bordered on the west afnd north by large spruce trees. 
A cemetery is located across the road. 

A wood^ area along Waterman Creek, a tributary of the 
Little Sidux River, with various types of trees, shruljs, and 
wild flovy^rs. The 4-acre parki half of \Shich was acquired as • 
a gift from Arnold and Vecda Litka, is used a$ an outdoor 
classroom for nature study, and for picnicking. 



■ \ 

Incorporated: November 19, 1941 ^ 
Reactivated: November 1 970 - 
Meetings: Third Tuesday evening of eabh month 
Number of Members: 230' ^ 
Dues: $2.00 annual; $1 .00 student 



Mrs. John (Caroline) Bohan, 
Secretly -Treasurer 
Primghar, Iowa 51245 



^'.The first hotel in Pricnghar-the Grand^-is being restored by 
the Society for use as a museum. The ^-story frame 



building^was originally 3 times its present size. The other 
2/3 of the hotel was removed and used for 2 dwellings, one 
of which is still standing. There will be rooms in the 
museum to represent a pioneer living room, dining room, 
kitchen, and bedroom. DFsplays of items related to O'Bpen 
County history will include an oxbow that came across the 
prairie, farm machinery, trundle bed, and Indian artifacts. 
Each town in the county is compiling a scrapbook of 
pictures, clippings, and papers for display on a large table. 
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Wesley Hebrink, President 
Sheldon, low^ 51201 



DESCRIPTION 



Organized: 1972 
Meetings: Monthly 
Dues: $1.00 annual 
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Sibley 
^ A -2 



• Wittrock Indian Village Site 

• 4 miles east of Sutherland on 
• blacktop county road, 3/4 mile 
south on gravel, and 1/2 mile 
west through a field 

State Conservation Commission 
State Office Building 
300 Fourth Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 
or 

Alfred Wittrock 
Sutherland, Iowa 51058 

% Johnson Wilderness Area 

1 mile southeast of Allendorf, Iowa 

Osceola County Conservation Board 
JoseppiE. Clarey, Jr., Secretary 
Box 182 

Sibley, lov/a 51249 




Acquired: 1936 

A 5-acre tract of prairie land preserved as the site of an 
ancient village occupied by Indians of the Mill Creek 
Culture. The fortified viHage covered about V/z acres and 
contained 17 houses inside a log stockade protected by a 
rampart. afid moat. The village, which dates back to about 
1200, was discovered by archeologists in the summisr of 
1965. The jFirst fortified Indian village was found in Iowa, 
near Lansing, In 1964. The Wittrod< Indian Village Site was 
, dedicated as a Natidnal Historic Landmark' in October 
1965. The site is essentially undisturbed by cultivation or 
relic-hunting, and is inaccessible except by foot. 

^ Six acres of timber and grassland located on both sides of 
the Ocheyedah River, maintained as a vyildlife habitat. A ^ 
majority of the trees, consisting of cottonwood, ash, aspen, 
and willow, were planted in the early 1870's as a tree claim. 

Tree claims were authorized to encourage the 
.establishment of shelterbelts and woodlots in areas barren 
of tr^^. The 1873 Code of Iowa (in Title VI, Chapter 1, 
Section 798) provided that "For every acre of forest trees 
planted and cultivated for timber within the state, the trees . 
thereon not being more than twelve feet apart and kept in a ^ 
healthy- condition, the sum^f one hundred dollars shall be 
exempted from taxation upon the owner's assessment, for 
ten years after each acre is so planted. For every acre of 
fruit trees planted and suitably cultivated within the state, 
the trees thereon not being more than thirty-three feet 
apart and kept in a healthy condition, the sum of fifty 
dollars shall be exempted from taxation upon the owner's 
assessment, for five years after each acre is planted. Such 
exemption shall be made by the assessor at the time of the 
. annual assessment, upon satisfactory proof that the party 
claiming the same has complied with this section; and the 
assessor shall return to the board of equalization the name 
of each person claiming exemption, the quantity of lands 
planted to timber or fruit trees, and the amount deducted 
from ^ the valuation of his property." 

Section 799^of tj^fe 1873 Code continues, 'The board of 
supervisors may exempt from taxation for any one year, 
except for state purposes, an amount not exceeding five 
hundred dollars for each acre of forest trees less than three 
years old, planned and suitably cultivated for timber, or for 
each one-fourth mile of hedge, or for each one-fourth mile 
of shade trees along the public highway, or for each acre of 
fruit trees not more than three years old, anrf also a 
proportionate exemption for each one-fourtK mile of 
hedge, or (j/ie-fourth mile of shade trees along the public 
highway ....But no person shall have any personal property 
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72 OSCEOLA ^ 
(continued) 



Johnson Wilderness Area 
(continued) 



Ocheyedan Mound 
Near Ocheyedan, lowa^ 
off Iowa 237 - 



MINNESOTA^ ^9elo 
IOWA 




[Sibley Moint^ 



0 I 2 



Co»yright 1974, Pts Molnvs Rtflster 
tnd Trfbuna Company 



more than one-half his real estate exempted under this and 
the foregoing section, nor shall there beany exemption on 
account of nursery trees grown for sale...." 

The Johnson Wilderness Area may be used for primitive 
camping, hiking, and hunting. 

For many years this was considered the highest point in 
. Iowa, 1,675 feet in altitude. However, in March 1971, a 
U.S. Government survey party found the mound to be only 
1,6131^ f^ above sea level, and the highest point in Iowa 
was shifted to the northwest about 10 miles. The new high 
point-1 669.85 feet above sea level-is northeast of Sibley at 
a point just below the Iowa -Minnesota border, in the hog 
lot on the Merrill Sterler farm. The long, flat ridge is not 
conspicuous, and there are other flattop ridges only 1 or 2 
feet lower within a mile or so. One of these ^ies in Wilson 
Township Cemetery. The location (in Wilson Township) is 
NE of Section 29, Township 100 N, Range 41W. The 
lowest point in Idwa is at the confluence of the Des Moines 
and Mississippi Rivers, where the eleyation is 478 fe^ above 
sea level. % 

The name Ocheyedan means "spot where they weep" and 
refers to the Indian custom of seeking elevations on which 
to mourn for their dead. This isolated glacial mound was 
formed during the recession of the Wisconsin Glacier, the 
last of 5 glaciers that invaded what is now Iowa. The 
mound rises 170 feet above the surrounding countrysiple, 
and served as a landmark to guide early travelers and 
settlers. The prairie, with its many small lakes and sloughs, 
affori^ed excellent hunting. On the surface of the mo^nd are 
boulders of granite, limestone, and Sioux quartzite. 



• Osceola County Historical Society 
Sibley, Iowa 

Ferd Jarrott, President 
Ocheyedan, Iowa 51354 

Miss Feme Truckenmiller, 
Museum^Curator 
Sibley, Iowa 51249 
or 

Mrs. Stella W. Fox 
Sibley, Iowa 51249 




Organized: 1936 
Meetings: Annually, Ma^ 1 ^ 
Number of Mefnbers: 65 
Dues: $0.50 annually 
Admission to Museum: Free 

Museum Open: Sunday and holidays, 2:00-5:00 p.m.; 
Mother time^ by appointment 

Maintains the Albert W. McCallurti Museum; a protectr 
painted log building enclosing the H. K? Rogers H 
located in Sibley City Park. The house is one of the 
wooden dwellings built in the county, in 1871. Articled on 
display include Civil War guns, swords, and uniforms; china 
and glassware; farm and household equipment; manuscripts; 
and other items related to the history of the county. 




ml 
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73 • PAGE 




Cdlonel W. P. Hepburn Home 

321 West Lincx)ln Street 
Clarinda, Iowa 51632 

Dorothy Schwimmer, Owner 



Clarinda 
1-3 




The home of William Peters Hepburn (November 4, 
1833-February 7, 1916), who moved to Iowa at the age of 
8 years with his parents. He served as U.S. Representative 
from Iowa for a total of 22 years, ^d was prominent In 
national affairs. He was the author of the Hepburn Law, 
which prohibits discrimination arid rebates by railroads, anj 
of the^Pure Food and Public Health Act (59th Congress), ^ 
tinder a huge maple tree behind the home. President^ 
Theodore Roosevelt and Colonel Hepburn sat in 1903 and 
discussed plans for purchase of the CanafZone arid building 
the Panama Canal. 

On the Clarinda High School grounds, a bronze tablet - 
marks the site of the first schoolhouse in Clarinda, built in 4 
1854, and commemorates the spot where President 
Roosevelt spoke on April 28, 1903, ^ ^ 

Hepburn was edkor and part owner of the Clarinda HeraM 
and practiced law at various times in his life. The town of 
Hepburn, Iowa, located about 8 miles north of Clarinda, 
was named for him. During the Civil War, he organized and 
served as captain of Company B, 2nd Iowa Cavalry, Pie 
advanced to the rank of lieutenant colonel and served under 
the commands of Qen^rals Sheridan and Rosecrans, When 8 
companies of infantry and l of cavalry reported in 1878 for 
the Soldiers Reunion and Decoration Day Military 
Maneuvers and the flection of field and staff officers, 
Hepburn was elected as colonel, (j ' 

Colonel Hepburn died in Clarinda, where he had moved in 
1867, and Is buried in Clarinda Cenietery on North 16th 
Street, ' ' ^ 



• Glenn Miller Home 
South 16th and Clark 
on U.S.71 
Clarinda, Iowa 



• Goldenrod School Museum 
Page County^-H Fairgrounds 
Clarinda, Iowa 



, The former Hepburn home is now privately owned, but 
arrangements may be made for tours. In the large frame 
house is a collection of original oil paintings, by a Polish 
artist, of the first 27 U,S, Presidents (through Woodrow 
Wilson), 

Famous dance band leader, arranger, and trombonist Glenn 
Miller was born at Clarinda, March 1, 1904, This was his 
boyhood home. Miller formed his own band in 1936, and 
gained tremendous popularity which has continued long 
after his death in December 1944 in a mysterious airplane 
accident somewhere over the English Channel, toward the 
• end of World ^ar IL A marker hat? been erected by the 
Clarinda Lions Club near the Miller home. 

Restored and Dedicated: August "1966 
Admission: Donations accepted 

Open: First week in August, during 4-H Fair; other times by 
appointment, 

A 1 -room rural school built in 1873 and used until 1959 
has been restored and furnished as it would have looked in 
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73 - PAGE 
(continued) 



Goldenrod School Museum 
(continued) ' ^ 



• JModaway Valley Park 
^ 2 miles northea^^of 

Clarinda, Iowa, along U.S. 71 

Page County Conservation Boajd 
Dale C. Olson, Executive Officer 
R.R.I 

Braddyville, Iowa 51631 



• Page County Historic 
Cla)rinda, Iowa 



3ciety 



Mrs. Anna Hause^Wesldent 

West Willovy Street - 

Clarinda, Iowa 51632 ^ • . 

Mrs. Wayne L. Whitmore, gecretafy 
620 SouthJ 6th Street 
Clarinda, Iowa 51632 

^ or 
Ed.W. Fulk 
1115 North 16th Street 
Clarinda, Iowa 51632 



the early 1900's^. In this schoolhouse, Jessie Field 
Shambaugh began her work in 1901 with rural boys and 
girls in agriculture- the beginnings of the 3'H and 4^-14 boys 
and girls clubs. She also served as Page ' County 
Superintendent of Schools, and was responsible for the first 
Boy's Farm Camp (1910), The old school was moved from 
Fremont Township through the efforts of Page County 
Historical Society (see below). - * 

A 72-acre tract preserved as a forest and wildlife area. The 
timber has existed since the earliest settlements ^in Page 
County, The land at first consisted of numerous small 
parcels of from 2 or 3 acres up to 10 or 15 acres, 
presumably for use as wood lots. The area is made up of a 
series of ridges and deep ravines, near the West Nodaway 
River. About 75 percent, is in native second growth 
hardwood timber, notably burr oak. Glacial deposits are 
clear^ly visible throughout the ar^ea, particularly in the side 
slopes of the V-shaped ravines, which contain many 
boulders. The park abounds with wild flowers, songbirds, 
deeri and all of the small wild animals native to this area. 
The high ridges afford interesting scenic views of the entire 
valley. There .are nature trails and facilities for picnicking 
and camping. 

Organized: 1963 

Meetings: As called by Board 

Num^ t}f Members: 152 

Dues: $1 .00 annual; $5.00 sustaining; $10,00 life; $lb-,00 
business and professional 

Sponsors qr participates in antique shows, tom:s of historic 
|iomes, historical pageants, and showing of floats in holiday 
parades. A new county history is being written. 

In Clarinda is the birthplace of Marilyn Maxwell (1922-72), 
jrioted singer, dancer, and motion picture and television 
actress. . ^ 

Shenandoah is considered the nursery center of the United 
States. The oldest of the 6, nurseries located here dates back 
to 1870. 




I Pioneer Park 
8 miles east of - 
Shenandoah, Iowa, along Iowa 2 

Page County Co^^ation Board 
JDale C. Olson, Exei^tive Officer 
R.R. 1 

Bradciyville, Iowa 51631 ^ 



A 22-acre naturally attractive ^ite in the central part of Page 
County. Walnut Creek, bordered, with a fringe of native 
tj^ees and shrubs, flows thrbugh the. area. The tract was'^ 
part .of the original U.S. Department df Agriculture soil 
cohservation experiment farms, and some of ^e 
improvements in the picnic area date back to the days of 
.the Civilian Conservation Corps' (C.C.C.). Camping and 
fishing are also permitted. * 



J 
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74 -PALO ALTO 




• Grotto of the Redemption 

^ West Bend, Iowa 50597 - 



Emmetsburg 




Kearny State Park 
Emmetsburg, Iowa 

\- 

State Conservation Comrtiisslon 
. State Office Building 
300 Fourth Str^t 
Des Moines, lowa» 50319 



01 




J 



.J 



i4<ym/ssfO/7: Donations accepted 

Open: Daily; conducted tours from June 1 to October 15 

A monument in ornamental and semi-precious stones, 
covering 1 square btoclc, depicts events In the life of Christ! 
Construction, was begun in 1912 by Reverend Pauf M. 
Dobberstein. Since his death in 1954, the work has been 
continued by Reverend L. H. Greving. There are 9 grottos 
and the 14 Station? of the Cross. Stones from every state In 
'='the Union and from nearly eve^v country in the world 
make up one of the largest and most complete collections 
of minerals, fossils, shells, and petrification^ in existence. 
The geological value is estimated at over $2^00,000. 

Dedicated: July 4, 1944 

A 40-acre tract of historical significance which includes a 
lake 5 miles long, dotted with 5 islands. 

In 1820, Lieutenant Stephen Watts Kearny and his 
company of First U.S. Dragoons crossed the interior of 
Iowa on the first of 2 exploratory expeditions. One of their 
campsites, used In both joXjrneys (1820 and 1835), was on 
the shore of Five Island Lake (formeriy Medium Lake) near 
the present'site of Emmetsburg. A large stone marker on 

. the west shore of Five Island Lake shows the Dfagoon Trail 
of 1835 across the State of Iowa. This park preserves the 
name of the leader of the military expedition-the first to 
explore northern and northwestern lowa.^ Kearny, later to 
become a General, was one of the organizers of the U.S. 
Dragoons (soldiers on horseback), and, in 1835, was 
commandant of Fort Des Moines No. 1 near Montrose. He 
recommended against establishing a military post at 

' Raccoon Forks (later Fort Des Moines No. 2). More 'than 
half of Kearny's military career was closely associated with 
Iowa, although, judging from his journals and writings, he 
was never much impressed with the land Or climate of what 
is now the State of |owa. 

In 1871, some 50 years aft^r Kearny's first exploratory 
expedition through this area, Alexander Peddle came here 
from Scotland* He bought a 40^acre tract on the west'^ore 
of the lake, planted many varieties of trees, Including the 
seed of Scotch pine brought from his native land, and built 
a large mansion in a natural oak grove overlooking the lake. 
Peddie narped the area Rutland Park after his ancestral 
home in Scotland. The house burned down In lat^r years, 
but the trees remain in this area of natural beauty. 

The park is operat^i by the City'of Emmetsburg*under a 
management agreement, •facilities are available for fishing, 
boating, golf (green fee)^ and^picnicking. 
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74; PALO ALTO 
(continued) 



75 - PLYMOUTH 




Le Mars 
C-1 



• Palo^Alto County Historical Society 
Emmetsburg, Iowa 

J. A. Grav^, President * 

* - Errmietsburg, Iowa 50536 



' • Kingsley Historical Society 
Kingsley, Iowa ^ 

Douglas T. Baker^ President 
' P. O. Box 191 
Kingsley, Iowa 51(^8 



• Plymouth County Historical Museum 

On US. 75, at entrance to Airport 
. P.O. Box 444 -> 
" Le Mars, Iowa 

Carrol B. Parkinson, President 

Lakeside Motel 

Le Mars, Iowa ^1031 

Dr. Edwin C. Danner, Curator . 
• Le Mars, Iowa 51031 



Organizeck 1969 
Meetings: Monthly 
Number of Members:-^ ,62 

Dues: $2.00 annual . ^ . / 

The former Free Methodist Church hbsbeen^cquired for a 
museum d^epicting pioneer life in Palo Alto County." 
Historic tours are also sponsored. , 

Organized: 1973 , 
Meetings: Third Thursday of month - , 
Number of Members':^ § 

Dues: $1 .QO annual ^ - 

Organized to preserve the history of the community. In 
1974, the former land office in the now abandoned town of 
Quorn, in Elk Horh Township,'* was acquired under long- „ 
term lease, and is being orestored.yThe Close Brothers, 
Englishmen, purchased and improved hundreds of acres of 
land in this at;ea from 1878-QO for an English agricultural 
colony and as a speculative venture. Quorn (an English 
name), platted in October 1880, was located on the West 
Fork of Little Siou5^ River /^)ut was later abandoned when 
the Chicago and North Western RaHrpad was built about 2 
mjles^to the east, and thp town of Kingsley,* In Garfield 
Township, 6ame'irito existence. A post office was in 
operation at Quorn from' 1880 until 1883. The Society also 
maintains the old Quorn demetery and is researching burial 
records. 

Opened to Public: May 3, 1 965 
Admission: Free; donations accepted 
Open: t)aily, 1 :00-5:Q0 p.m.; other times by appointment . 
Number of Members: 50 ' . 

Membership: $10.00, plus annual dues of $2.50; $100.00 
. life^ ^ 



A historical complex of 4 buildings, 
\ including a 3-story museum 
building; ^n old school building, 
appropriately furnished;^ a 17-x 
18-fdot log cabin' built in 1^63 of 
hand-hewn oak logs, and 
completely furnished; and a 
buildinij for antique cars and farm 
machinery. 




The main building houses the 
famous Parkinson collection of 
ancient and historical musical 
instruments. Started in 1855 b9 G. 
W. ^Parkinson, the collection has 
rerriiained In the family ever since. 



ERLC 



184 ^ 



COUNTY AND 
COUNTY SEAT; ^ 
LOCATJOfa ON MAP 



NAME^AND LOCATION 



DESCRIPTION 



75 ■ PLYMOUTH 
(continued) 



Plymouth County Historical Museum 
(continued) 




The more than . 500 musical 
instruments include an Egyptian 
cradle hagi from the King Tuf 
Dynasty, dating back to 1450 B.C. 
(one of ^ priceless harps fro/n the 
Miller Harp Collection, Bristol, 
England); an Irish battle harp; 
action harps (a foot pedal changes 
the tone); a DeviKs harp (200 years 
old); an old pirate violin madip of 
human and* animal bones; violins 
from China, Hungary, India,, Italy, 
Russia, and the Philippine Islands; 
jungle drums; an 1868 "portable 
roller organ;' music boxes; an 
,organistrium (the official 
ecclesiastical musical instrument In 
England and France after the 
Reformation); an 1868 
or chest rone; and an 1889 
coia-operated music box, Th^e 
instruments are played for concejts 
and demonstrations, and tape 
recordings of the music may also be 
-7/^ ^^^^^ during tours of the museum. 

The Westrfiar C6llege museum collection is also on^display. 
There. are Civil War items, guns, and historic small clay 
tablets of biblical times from Egypt. Plymouth Coupty 
Historical Museum is jointly sponsored and finjanced by the 
Lions Club, City of Le Mars, Plymouth County 
Ckjnservation Board, and other local (Organizations and 
business firms. 



Plymouth County Historical Society 
LeMars, Iowa / 

Mrs. Nelson (Esther) Brown, President 
R.R.2 / 
Merrill, Iowa 51038 

or 

J. Henry Lucken 
317 eth Street, S.E. 
LeMars, Iowa 51031 



In 1969, a History of Plymouth County was published Irl 
recognition, of its centennial, and, in 1974 the Museum 
sponsored the reprinting of A, Warner & Company's 1891 
History of the Counties of Woodbury and Plymouth, Iowa, 
Their early settlement agd progress illustrated. 

Organized: 1943 

Meetings: As called; annual potluck picnic in July 
Number of Members: 60 
Dues: $0.50 annual 

Organized to discuss and preserve local history and hear 
recollections of old-timers. Members provide articles for 
local newspapers. 
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Pocahontas 
C-4 




NAME AND LOCATION 



Kalsow Prairie 

1 mile west and milfes north 
of Manson, Iowa 

State Conservation Commission 
State Office Building » 
300 Fourth Stfeet 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 



Little Cedar Creek Game Farm 
Section Lane Road 

Paul Mefford, Owner 
526 North First 
Laurens; Iowa 50554 



Little Clear Lake Park 
IV/z miles west of Pocahontas, Iowa 
1 mile off Iowa 3 

Pocahontas County Conservation Board' 
E. I. Rosenberger, Executive Officer 
1107.2nd Avenue, N.W. 
Pocahontas, Iowa 50574 

Lizard Lake Park 
6 miles southwest of 
Gilmore City, Iowa 

( ^ 
Pocahontas County Conservation Board 
E. I. Rosenberger, Executive Officer 
1107 2nd Avenue, N.W. ^ 
Pocahontas, Iowa 50574 



'DESCRIPTION- 



Acquired: 1948 

An example df original native Iowa prairie set aside as a 
botanical monument. The 160-acre area includes flat 
upland and lowland. A wide variety of prairie wild flowers 
bloom through the seasons, with new faces almost every 
week. >V4otal of 230 species representing at least 35 
different plapt«^milies have been identified here, including 
ox^ye daisy, compass plant, sunflowers, wild Indigo, lead 
plant, wild rose, golden Alexander, purple cone flower, 
blazing star, and goldenrod. Prairies are able to survive 
burning, but spraying is fatal. The plow was responsible for 
the vanishing of most of our prairie flora. 

Estabiished: -1958; in present location since 1963 
Admission: Free 

Open: All year; tours on request / 

/' ' 

A 16-acre site devotee} to the breeding of |ivild ducks, geese^ 
pheasants, ^partridge, quail, deer and Qtf^er animals, all on 
display There are several ponds for wateijfowl. 

A 15-acre tract on the west shore of iJttle Clear Lake, an 
excellent waterfowl mar^^Avhere migrating birds andl small 
game may be observed. The shallow| natural lake covers 
onfy 187 acres. The«park may also b^ used for picnicKing, 
boating, fishing, hunting, and camping. . 




The largest of the lakes in Poc^lContas County, having 
nearly 16,000 feet of shoreline, and covering approximately 
280 acres. Many parts of the laKe are quite shallow and 
contain swampland grasses, which provide cover for 
wildlife. Thousands of ducks, geese, and other game birds 
stop to rest and feed here on their spring and fall flights. 
Within the 67 -acre park are Indian mounds, located in a 
12-acre area on the east side 6f the lake. There are 4 
separate areas which provide vantage points for viewing the 
lake. Boating, fishing, hunting* picnicking, and q3m ping are 
permitted. 

r / l » ' ' • . . n 



Pilojt^reek Park 

3 miles east and 1 mile south 

of Rolfe, Iowa on county road 

fecahontas County Conservation Board 
E. I. Rosenberger, Executive Officer 
1107 2nd Avenue, N.W. 
Pocahontas, Iowa 50574 



One of the few remaining primitive areas in Pocahontas 
County, with rolling hills, and located about miles from 
the D6s Moines ^River. Pilot Creek crosses the park. 
Vegetation includes native prairie grasses, wild gooseberries, 
black raspberries, elderberries, strawberries, grapes, and 
plums. Wild game. Including deer and fox, frequent the 
area. An acre of land on a hilltop west of the Youth 
Recreation Area is in native virgin vegetation. 'Much of it is 
similar to that found on Kalsow Prairie (see above). ^ 
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76 - POCAHONTAS 
/ (continued) 



Riot Orkek Park 
(continu^^) - 




• Pocahontas County 
Historical iSociety 



Mrs. Arno|d Schteusener, Pr^ident 
Laurens, Iowa ^0554 
or 

Jessie Fae Schon 
Rolfe, Iowa 50581 



Viking Mooring Stone* 
near Rolfe, Iowa on farm 
owned by James Martin 



The U.S.- Government gave this^'and other lanlsio the 



Cl^icago and Northwestern Railway in the late 1800's to 
help finamie construction of a railroad through sparsely 
settled pfalrle country. 

An Indian battle, said to be the last fought on Iowa soil, 
took place within the boundaries of the park in 1853. or 
1854. About 18 Sioux Indians made a moonlight attack on 
an encanipment of aroutid 30 Winnebago warrior^s. Teh 
Winnebagos lost their lives In the savage battle which 
followed. Things were going badly for them when a shot hit 
and killed the Sioux Chief Cou-sta-wa. One of the warriors 

, serving under Cou-sta-wa was Inkpaduta (see Inkpadutd 
Trail, Clay County). The Sioux lost an estimated 7 warriors ^ 
in the battle and finally withdrew, to return to the Dakotas. 
The Winnebagos returned to their reservation in Minnesota. 
The railway was Igter constructed directly through the 

, battleground. • 

TJiere are hiking trails In the park, and facilities foi;, 
picnicking and camping. 

Organ/zed: 1941 
Reorganized: 1963 

Meetings: Four times a year, including an Annual Dinner 

the third Monday in October 
Number of Members: 135 
Dues: $1 .00 annual; $10.00 life ^ 

The Society has restored and furnished the last remaining 
log cabin in Pocahontas County, built in 1858 by Edward . 
Tilley, near Old Rolfe. The present town of Rolfe is located 
about IVz miles from Old Rolfe. The cabin is now located in 
Rolfe Memorial Park. 

The 1867 Halt House, of classic Greek design. Is to be 
restored as a museum. Other plans include the preparation 
of historical maps and uniform roadside markers at historic 
sites. A booth is maintained during the 4-H Fair, and the 
Society sponsored the ^reprinting of the 1904 Pioneer 
History of Pocahontas County, iowa. 

Three miles east of Rolfe Is the site of one of fhe last Indian 
battles fought in Iowa (see Pilot Creek Park, above). A 
marker on the south side of the highway between Rolfe and 
Bradgate identifies the site. 

A glacial boulder, located in a pasture, is beljeved to be a 
Norse or Viking mooring stone. About 18 of the stones 
have been discovered in Canada, Minnesota, and Iowa. Each 
boulder has a neariy iDund hofe, VA inches in diameter, 
drilled to a dep|h of about 6 inch^. A peg could have been 
Inserted in the hole and used to anchor the boats of the 
Vikings at a time when this area was flooded. Others 
contend that the hole was drilled more recently for 
dynamite. 
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' ' Acquired: December 1972 
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Des Moines 
F-6 



Brown's Woods 
Southwest corner of 
D^ Moines, lovva, ^ 
Just south of the 
Raccoon River ^nd 
west of 63rd Street ^ 

Polk County Conservation Bo|ird 
Wayne Bills, Executive Director 
Jester Park 

Granger, Iowa 50109 o 




• Chitihaqua Wildlife Habitat 

5 miles east of Elkhart, Iowa 

Polk County Conservation Board 
Wayne Bills, Executive Director 
Jester Park 
Granger, Iowa B0 109 




A mature deciduous (oak-hickory) for^ of ^484 acreaon 
the Raccoon River, between Walnut Woods and Water 
Works Park (see below). The tract was acquired at the 
beginning of this Century by Tallmadge E. Brown, and was 
deeded .in 1922 to his son Louis P. Brown, who preserved it 
until his death in 1958 for future instructive or scientific 
purposes. The Brown ^ate sold the property to Polk 
County Conservation Board^ after lengthy negotiations. 
Sucfi a large tract of woodland adjacent \o a large 
metropolitan area makes it unique in Iowa. About 15 
percent of the area is in the f loodplain next to the Raccoon 
River. Uplands occur in the northeast part (1060 feet above 
mean sea level). Trees include white, bur, red, and black 
oak; basswood; ishagbark hickory; ironwooc); hackberry; 
black walnut; and elm. The^oods provide habitat for a, 
variety of wildlife, and such wildflowers as Dutchman's 
breeches, dog-toothed violet, wood anemone, rue anen^one, 
jewfilweed, Mayapple, violets, columbine, y^'M ginger, and 
wild geranium may be se6n in season. 

Tllle timber is used for nature walks, bird watching, hiking, 
and photography. 1 
A tract of over ''1, 166 acres in the flood plain of the Skunk 
River, straddling various parts tDf the river's meanderings. In 
1920-21 a new chgnnel\wisdug to carry the normal flow of 
the Skunk River, leaving the oxbows^now included in the 
i^ildiife habitat.*^ Ducks, geese, and pheasants ^re hatched 
here; crop and cover stations are43rovided for game. 

The Qrigin of the name Chichaq[lia,is from the Algonquian 
word Checauque, meaning a rank, offensive bdor, as of 
onions. Early survey records contained other variations in 
spelling, such as Chichaqua, Chacaglia, or Shekagua. 
Another theory is that the Skunk River was so named 
because of the Jarge number of skunks (Mephitis mephitis) 
Jibing along its banks. Maps dating back to 1810 also refer 
to the stream as the Polecat R^r.^ln French, the name was 
B^te Puante, meaning stinking beast.^ 

There are wildlife exhibits; and canoeing, ice skating, 
•wilderness hiking and primitive ^pamping,* fishing and 
hunting are authorized within Polk County's largest park, A 
heavy timbef^area and duck marsh provide the habitat for 
observing geese, ducks, raccoorr, deer, rabbits, possum, and 
other wildlife, ' -a 
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77 -POLK 
- (oontmued) 



. • City Greenhouse 
Second and Coll^g 
Des(^IVloines, Iowa 



f Des Moines Art Center 
Greenwood Parfe 

Grand Avenue and Polk Boulevard ^ 
Des Moin^, Iowa * 



< 

\ 



Des Mdnes Center of Science 
and Industry ' ^ 
Greenwood-Ashworth Park * 
Des Moines, Iowa 

Robert L. Bridigum, Director 




Easter weekend and continuing for 4 weeks, noqri- 
5:00 p.m.? in ^f^y 'November for 2 weeks, noon- 
8:00 p.rn,; other times by appointment from 8:00 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. 



Open: 



Seasonal displays of flowers include a spring showing of 
wild flowers and an exhibit of chrysanthemums (90^ 
varieti^) in the fall to dimax the growing season. Orchids, 
camelias, poinsetti^, fig tree, lemon tree, orange tree, palm 
trees, rubber pFants, banana plants, and colorful foliage may 
be seen growing throughout the year. 

Dedicated: June 2, 1948 
Admission: Free / 

Open: Tuesd^, Wedclesday, Friday, Saturday, 1 1 :00 a.m.- 
•5:00 p.m.; Thursday, 1 1 :00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.; Sunday, 
1 :00-6:00 p.m.; closed Monday 
Membership Dues: $15.00 active; $5.00 student 

The Des Moines Art* Center, located in Greenwood Park 
(see below), was designed by Eliel Saarinen. It waS founded 
by James -D. Edn^undson and presented to the City of Des 
Moines. An addition, desigrSed by I.M. Pei, was opened in 
.1968. Included in the art collection are works by Goya, 
Daumier, Pissarro,^Courbet, and many of the foremost 
American artists, including Gilbert Stuart. Classes in 
painting, drawing, sculpture, photography, jewelry, 
printmaking, and ceramics are offereid for adults and 
children."^ A Junior Museum features exhibitions for. 
children. Concerts, lectures, an<J- studio demonstrations are 
scheduled. - 

Dedicated: June 22, 1970; opened to public October 17, 
^ 1970 

Admission: $1 ;00; children $0.50 ages 5-12. 
Open: Tuesday through Saturday, 11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.; • . 
Open: Sunday, 1:00-5:00 p.m.; Friday evening, 7:00-9:30; 
closed Monday 

Membership Dues: $15.00 (individual or family); $25.00 
, ' cx)ntributing; $5t).00 sustaining; $100.00 

supporting;$250.00 sponsor; $500.00 
benefactor 



A privately financed educational facility designed to tell the 
story of the past, present, an^ future through exhibits, 
laboratory workshops, and study sessions. The brick and 
stofie building of modern design is situated* on a wooded 
bluff overlooking' the Raccoon River Valley. Permanent and 
traveling exhibits on science and industry, classroom areas, 
laboratories, a lecture hall, and shops are in the main 
building. 

The entrance lobby and 65-foot fower houses a Fbucault 
pendulum. This instrument, designed in 1851 by Jean Leon 
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(continued) 



NAME AND LOCATION 



Des Moines Center of Si^lence 
and Industry , . 
(continued) ■ ' • 



DESCRIPTION 




A: 



V 



Des Moines Children's Zoo 
7401 S.W. Ninth Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50315 

Robert Elgin, Director 




4 



Des Moines Zoological Association 
c/o Des Moines Children's Zoo 
74Q1 S.W. Ninth Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50315 ' " 

Mrs. J^e Deets (Justine) Smith, 
President 

721 5 Washington Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 5031 1 
or 

Mrs. Marlin A.IMarle) Steger 
531 5 Waterbtyy Road 
Des Moines; Iowa 50312 



Foucault, consists of a brass ball suspended on a wire which 
swings over frame, giving Visible evildence of the Earth's 
rotation. At the latitude of Des Moines, about 41% degrees- 
north, the pendulum will make a complete rotation in 36 
hours and 12 minutes. At the North or Sputl] Pole, the 
pendulum would show a complete rotation of the Earth in 
24 hours- 

In the domed theater of the 138-seat planetarium, the 
motions of the Sun, Moon, planets, and major stars are 
duplicated by a $27,000 Spitz A4 projector. The sky can be 
presented ^s it appears at any time of the day or night for 
any time in the past or the flrture and from any point on 
the Earth. An outdoor walkway and observation deck 
' provides a place to set up telescopes and observe the 
heaveos. - 

privileges of membership include special clashes, openings, 
and programs; field trips; planetarium shows; use of the 
library; publications; and discounts on merchandi^and 
supplies. 

Dedfcapd: May 8, 1966 

Admission: $0.50, age0^16-and over; $0.25, age 2 through' 

^ '15; free, under age 2 
Open: Memorial Day through Labor Day. Tuesday-Friday, 
; >,l:Ob a.m.-8:00 p.m.; Saturday, Sunday, and holidays, 
^n^on-8:Pp p.m.; closed Monday; from LaboTr Day to 
^OiGtober^ weekends only 

and operated by the City Park Board, the Children's 
Zo^Ustart^ from a gift of $150,000 contributed by Des 
MoMBS theWe^owrt^r-^nd philanthropist, A. H. Blank. The 
zoo, located tn Blank Park^ includes MacDonald's pam, 
with commor^domestic farm animals; deer; black bear; a 
monkey islandr^n Asian efpphant; lions; leopard; wolves; 
small mammate;^ reptiles! i)irds of prey from the United 
States arid South^ j^jmerica; and a flight cage containing ' 
exotic birds from^'Florida^Tfe South America. There is a 
getting area for ch^ren, open from 1 :00-4:00 p.m. Other 
features in the 138-acre park Include a h^lf-mile ride on a 
one-third scale model train; iSfoah's Ark, surrounded By a 
pool; Old M^ll; and Bilthday House. 

. ■ *^ . ' .' - , • * 

incorporated: 1967 

Board l\/ieeting$: Second and fourth Tuesday of month 
[dumber of l\/lembers: 350. 

Dues: $7.50 individual; $15.00 family; $25.00 contributing 

Affiliated with the Des Moines Children's Zoo (see above), 
this private, non-profit assoqiatio/i v^as organized to 
promote greater interest in the zoo', and to participate in 
^00 events. Lectures &re given and motion pictures shown by 
noted zoologists. A newsletter outlines progfanisr exhibits, 
and events at the zoo. 
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DES^RIPTJON 



77 POLK 

(continued) 



D^ Moines Zoological Association^ 
(contrnued) 



Mrs. Jack M. (Chris) Harmer 
' Presideht, Decent Association 
233'59th Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50312 

m EwingP^rk 
' 5100 S.E. Indlanola Drive 
Des MoinesJ,owa 50320 



The Docent Association gives presentations to schools, and 
offers lectures, slide programs, and zoo tours and birthday 
parties. 




fort Des Moines Nfe^a^^ 

S. W. -First dnd Elm Stre^E^^,^ 

pes Moines, Iowa 

City Parks Department 
City Hall 

400 East 1st Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 50309 




Acquired: 1938 ' 
Flower Displays: Wild flowers, April and May; lilacs from 
May 1-20, depending upon the weather 

■ v; ' 

The 357 -acre far^n of David Rittenhouse Ewmg and his wife 
Lucinda was given to the City of Des Moines |3y their 
daughter, Mrs. Winnie Ewing Coffin, to be preserved as a 
recreational park. The Children's Forest contains some 
' 4,000 trees native to Iowa and others which are not native 
to^ the state, such as the cork tree, gingko, and tulip tree. A 
small grove of quaking aspen, practically unknown in Iowa, 
is located in another area of the park. The Lilac Arboretum 
features over 200 varieties of the finest French lilags and a 
few varieties of flowering wild crab apples, cherries, and 
plums, together with ornamental and native Iowa shrubs. 
An 11 -acre area is devoted to wild flowers, with name 
markers. The park is popular with birds common to Iowa. 

The site of the second of 3 early military establishments in 
Iowa named Fort Des Moines, and the birthplace of the 
City of Des Moines. Fprt Des Moines No.''2 waS established 
'1Uv,J^43 at the junction of the Raccoon and Des MoFnes 
River^f^l3iy-<^g|)tain James Allen. It was built to protect tlje 
Sac and Fox fnBl^s Jrigm unscrupulous white traders, land 
grabbers, and speculator^' ^gi^the warlike Sioux 
Indians, Construction was begun on May"^, si^ijag^iqgs 
from the woods nearby. A dock was built at the 
convergence of the 2 rivers, a warehouse for commissary 
stores, and a hospital One ripvr of cabtffs was butit atbn 
Des Moines River for officers' quarters, and another row 
along the Raccoon River, for the enlisted men. Other 
buildings, large corrals, a well; gardens, and flagstaff were 
added later to complete "all appurtenances to an army 
post." 

The Sac and Fox lands were officially thrown open to 
white settlement at midnight on October 11, 1845. On 
March 10, 1846 the 26-star flag^ was lowered for the last 
time and Fort Des Moiney No. 2 ceased to exist as a 
military post. 

Polk Coqnty (named ,for President James Knox Polk) ^ad 
been organized in January of the same year, and the town 
of Fort Des Moines was established here at "The Point." On"* 
December 28, 1846, Iowa was admitted as the^Qth statCbf 
the Union- the first free state west of the Mississippi River. 
The town's name was changed to Des Moines on January 
28, 1857 and, on October 19 of that^year, Des Moines was 
officially dfeclared to be the new Iowa >State Capital by 
proclamation of Governor James W. Grimes. 



0 



ERIC 



191 



77 -POLK 
(continued) 



Fort Des Moines No. 2 
(continued) 



Fort Des Moines No. 3 
South of Army Post Road 
Oes Moine$, loyi/a 



In time, all the original log buildings at the fort 
disappeared, but a bronze tablet wVl)laced at the site in 
1908 by Abigail Adam^s Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolertion. The course of the Raccoon^River has 
been changed so that it enters theaDes Moines River. at a 
point farther downstream than when Fort Des Moines No. 
2 was founded. . ^ 

' ' * ' *■ 

After several earlier attempts to restore the old fort, the 
B^rthplace-of Des Moines Association, an affiliate pf Polk 
County Historical Society (see below), was successful in 
establishing a memorial at the original site. Since it would 
have been difficult to build an exact replicar of the 1843 
fort, old, well-preserved, hand-hpwn log' cabins of that 
period were located fonM-emoval to the fort site. The first 
log cabin reconstructed came from Washington County, and 
was dAjicated on June 6, 1965. It is open on special 
occasions jand may be visit^ by app(Mpment. The 
restoration is located in the former West Riverside Park, 
^vhich-^s renamed Des Moines Birthplace Park in 1970. 

The last of 3 military installations in Iowa named Fort Des 
Moines, located about 4 miles south of the Raccoon forks.. 
Fort Des Moines No. 3 was formally dedicated as a cavalry 
post on November 13, 1903. Local citizens raised $40,000 
toward purchase of the land, and presented it to the U. S. 
* Government. When completed, the claim was made that 
'therawas no more beautiful Army Post ih America." The 
400-aP-^ site was later used as a training center for Negro 
officers during World War I, and as an Army convalescent 
hospital. 




During 1/Vorld War II, the installation serv^ as the first 
training center for the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps 
(WAAC),- later renamed the Women's Army Corps (WAC), 
and was known as "The Home of the WAC's." Over 100 
buildings wfre added to the existing buildings of 
approximately the same number. Because of the WAC, Fort 
D^TM^nes No. 3 probably received more^ publicity than 
aliy other military post in the Nation. Following World War 
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(continued) 



Fort Des Moines No. 3 
(continued). 



J 



• Governor's Mansion 
2900 Grand Av6nue 
Des Moines, Iowa 



• ^ Grand View Park 

Ea^st 32nd and Guthrie 
Des Moines, Iowa 

• 

• Gray's Lake Park 
1535 Fleur Drive 

^es Moines, Iowa 



V 



^ Greenwood Park 
48th and Grand Avenue 
.Des Moines, Iowa 



Horse Watering Trough 

S. E. Tenth and SCott Streets 

Des Moines, Iowa 



4 



II, Fort Des Moines ND/c|,was used as a veterans' housing 
center .for several years. Most of the originaJ brjck buildings 
have since disappeared by cfemolition, but a part of the old 
fort area Is still used as a training center for Army, Navy, 
Marine, and Air Force reservists, and as an Army Recruiting 
and Induction Center, and headquarters for the Civil Air 
Patrol, lowa^Wlng. ^ • , 

Approximately half of the original tract has been declared 
surplus by the GeneraP Services Administration, and will be 
devoted tQ conservation, environmental and mature study, 
and recreation. y ' - , 

Built by W. W. Witmer In 1903 and purchas^ed by the State 
of Iowa ih 1947' from Gerald S. Nollen, whose^e was a 
daughter of the builder. The cost of the Philadelphia 
"^lonial house and lot was $27,200. Another $22,800 was 
spent on remodeling, and an additional $22,421 was spent 
on furnishing and decorating the mansion. Governor 
William S. Beardsley became the first Iowa governor to 
occupy the home, in Janu^ 1949. 

A natural woods with a larger variety of trees than any 
other park in the l\)liddle West. The pa^ includes nearly 76 
acres; an 18-hoIe golf course covers an additional 100 acres. 

Dedicated: April 28, 1970 . \ 

A 178-acre park including a lake of over 100 acres,"formed 
io^n old sand" and gravel pit along the Raccoon River in the 
heart of the city.- The lake is named for the family who 
dr'edged out the sand and, gravel. There was talk over a 
period of several decades -as far back as 1936-of acquiring 
the property for a city park and recreational area. This was . 
yiot actually accomplished until late in 1969. Sailboating, 
canoeing, swimming, fishing, ancf. picnicking are popular 
activities. / '\ 

"Nearly 81 acres of wooded hillsides, predominantly white 
oak. Ashworth Park (over 63 acres) is adjacent to the area. 
.The formal Rose Garden, containing several thousand 
varieties, is .one of 24 trail gardens recognized by the- 
National Rose Society. Newly developed varieties are 
includfed and marlced for public evaluation. The roses are in 
bloom from June until frost. -Colorful day lilies bloom 
during the summer In flower gardens. 

One of the last of 15 horse watering troughs installed 
around Des Moines by the Iowa Humane Society, formerly 
the Hunlane Alliance, established in 1883. One of the 
objects of the society was "... to erect and maintain 
^ fountains, tanks, troughs, and other receptacles of fres 
water in eligible localities f©r gratuitous distribution to t 
dumb creation . . ." . ¥i 

• ■ 1 ^ . 
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/ HorsQ Watering Trough 
(continued) 



Hoyt Sherman Place 
15th and^Woodla'nd 
Des Moines, Iowa " 

Oes Moine$ Women'^s Cl|jl? 
15th and Woodland 
Des Mojnes, Iowa 50309 




Iowa Genealogical Society 
6000 Douglas Avenue 
P.O. Box 381 5 
Des Moines, Iowa 50322^ 

William H. Lees, Pr^ldent 
227 Clinton Street 
Boone, Iowa 50036 



• This is one of two Ensign fountains presented tp the city jn 
1906. Another was formerly, loca^ted at S.E. Sikth and 
Hartford Avenues, and later moved to near yie entrance to 
the Owen Crist Farm, 3800 Park Avenu6. Tne round, gray 
granite bowls were 6 feet in diameter, and ri^stod on a base 
or pedestal, which contained 4 small water-filled bowls or 
cups to"^ be used py dogs and cats. On each fountain vVas a' 
bronze plaqvie staling that it was. a gift of the National 
Humane Alliance hohpring the founder Herman Lee Ensign. 

vFor many yegrs fhis fountain has also been used as the ^ 
water supply for nearby residents who rfo not have wells, or 
running water in their homes. This neighborhood, the 
''Southeast Bottoms," vyas one of the earliest settled in the 
Des Moines area- 'during, the 1850's. 

Open: Tours by appointment, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Monday 
> through Friday ^ • 

The central part of a 3-building complex was begun in 1877 ^ 
as the home of Hoyt 'Sherman, the younger brother of 
General William Tecumseh Sherman, famous for h\s "March . 
to the Sea" during the Civil War. Hoyt SH^man came to 
Fort Des Moines-in 1848, and vyas appointed postmaster.in \ 
1850, He built the' first 2 post offices here. During his' 
career he was School Fund commissioner; a leader in 
establishing a bank, street railway, waterworks, public 
school, college, and insurance company; served fh the Iowa • 
Legislature; and held the rank of major in the U.S. Army. 
Original furnishings in the old ^mansion include the dining 
room furniture and a painting of earty Des Moines at .the 
forks of the Raccoon and Des Moj^es Rivers. Mra. Sherman 
died in 1887, but Mr. Shermari^ived in the house until his 
death on January 25,4904. Some of the prominent^uests 
entertained here were President and Mris. U. S' Grant, 
General William T,^ Sherman, Qdneral Philip Sheridan, and 
IVfajor Wiiliam McKinley; who was then Gov^nor qf Ohio 
and later became U.S. President. 

■» 

The property was acquired in 1907 from thfe heirs by the 
Des Moines Park Board (Commissioners'! Sincfe then, the Des 
Moines Women's plub has leased Hoyt Sherman Place for 
its headquarters. In 1909 an Art Gallery was added' and in . 
1923 a 1,500-seat auditorium and a room adjacent to the 
Art taallery^ere built. This room, named for. Ma^jor H. S. 
M. Byers, a personal friend of the Shermans, houses 
collection of paintings, statuary, antique carved thests;and 
art objects. C ' 

Organ/zed: 1965 

Meeting^: Second Tuesday of January, March, May and Sep- 
tember; annual meeting in November; workshops 
as announced 

Number Qf Members: 1,450 

Dues:$5^.00 Annual ^ 

Activities are devoted to creating Snd fostering an interest ^ 




NAME AND LOCATION 



Iowa Genealogical Society 

(continued) ^ 




Iowa Local Historical and Museum 
Association 

c/o State Historical Building 
tast 12th and Grand. Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 " 

Melvin H. Goeldner, President 
209 Peari Street 
Osceola, Iowa 50213 



Iowa Mi#um of Agri^culture 
lov\^ Stalfo Fairgrounds 
Des IVIoines, Iowa 



Iowa Socimr % the Preservation 
of Historic Landmarks 
Des Moines, Iowa ^ ^ 

William J. Wagner, President 
1106 High Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309 
or 

Mrs. LFda Lisle Greene 
Iowa State Historical Department 
Histori<^l Library 
East 12th and Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 
or 

LeRoy G. Pratt 

31 7 Southwest 42nd Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 50312 



DESCRIPTION 



in genealogy and preserving genealogical and historicardata. 
A library of books ai^d genealogical materials Is maintained, 
^ and Hawkeye Heritage^ an Iowa genealogy magazine, is 
published quarterly. Visitors are welcome at all meetings. 

Seventeen local chapters, affiliated/ with the Socf^y are 
located in various parts of lovva. ^ 

<' \ * 

Founded: January 17, 1966 
Incorporated: March 25,1968 

Meetings: Annual meeting m October; also spring njeeting,* 

and regional workshops during summer , 
Nun^ber of Members: 1,30 
Dues: $2.00 annual 

Organized to work cooperatively with existing^ 
organizations in promoting an interest in local, state, 
r^ional, and national history, and to exchange ideas and' 
discuss common problems in the preservation of historic^ 
landmarks and sit^ and in the displaying of articles of 
historic value. Consultative services are available, regional 
workshops and meetings are conducted, and a newsletter is 
distributed to members. 



See Iowa State Fairgrounds below. 



P 



Founded: WB6 ' 
incorporated: 1959 

Meetings: Annual meeting in October; spring meeting or 

* tour; field studies or tours during summer 
Number o f Members: 355 ? 5 

Dues: $3.tX) annual; $5.00 family;$1 .00 student 

Organized to kindle and keep alive an active interest in the 
historical buildings, sites, and landmarks of Iowa, and to 
advise, aid, and encourage local groups and cor]pmi4nities in 
their preservation. The Society does not own pf^olsrty, but 
seeks to cooperatewith all existing organizations^gcerned 
with '^historic, preservation. The Society sponsored the 
organization of the Iowa Local Historical and Museum 
Association (see above). Publications includeian illustrated 
Newsletter, issued several times during the yfear; The First 
Ten Years, a history of the Society; a 2-color brochure and 
map of historic Jowa; note paper and correspondence cards 
with sketches of Iowa landmarfe^; and other historical 
materials. Speakers, and colAr slide programs on' historic " 
preservation and Iowa landmarks are available for group 
meetings, upon request. An advisory staff assists and advises 
local groups in the identification, ' evaluation, and 
preservation of historic sites and buildings in Iowa, 
Meetings include tours to historic sites and landmarks. 
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Iowa State Capitol and Grounds 
1007 East Grand Avenue I 
Des Moin%, Iowa 




\ 





1 Lit^cour) 

















Open: Monday through Friday; tours by appointment 

*Situated on an eminencecpn th^ east ^tde of the Des Moines 
River is this center' of , Iowa's government, Des Moipes 
became the state capital by proclamation of Governor 
James W Grimes on October 19, 1857. (The Grimes State 
Office Building, built on the Capitoi Grounds ]n 1967-68, 
was named tp hpnor Governor Grimes.) . 

The first capitoi in Des Moines stood ^near where the 
Soldiers and Sailors Monument is today. Construction was 
begun on the present capitoi in 1871, and the cornerstone, 
cut" from an Iowa granite boulder, was laid by Governor 
Samuel Merrill on November 23. It was necessary to replace 
tjie original foundatibn stone, which proved defective, and 
the cornerstone was recut and relaid September 29, 1873. 
the capitoi v\^s dedicat&l in 1884, but was not completed 
until 1886. It was built on a "pay as you go" basis and cost 
the taxpayers $2,873,294.59. After an extensive fire in the • 
north, wing (House of Representatives) on January 4, 1904, 
the cafpitoi was repaired* and redecorated. Its commanding 
feature is the central dome, covered with 23-carat gold leaf. 
The dome itself is said to weigh 487,000 pounds, rises 275 
feet above ground level, and is the largest gq}6 dome in the 
;qountry. The building includes many interesting 
/architectural features, mural paintings, statues, displays of 
Civil War battle flags, ahd a pioneer suffragists plaque. 

Monuments on the capitoi grounds include the Civil War 
Soldiers ^and* Sailors Monument (designed by Harriet A. 
Ketcham of Mt, Pleasant, and completed in 1896), the 
Senator William B. Allison Monument, the Pioneer group^- 
the ChristopHer Columbus memorial* a replica of the 
Liberty Sell, a miniature of the Statue of Liberty, the 
Lincoln and Tad statue, historic cannons and' mortars, and a 
Japanese Temple Bell and Bell House (a gift of the State of 
Vamanashi, Japan). Extensive exhibits of popular flowers 
may be seen blooming throughout the seasons in the flower 
beds surrounding the capitoi. 

On a-high point southeast of the capitoi is the grave of 
Willson Alexander (Alex) Scott, one of the first white 
spttlers in the vicinity, who donated a tract of land (10.2 
acres) on which to erect the capitoi. Born in Crawford 
County, Indiana on jSlovember 20, '1818, Scott settled on 
this site in 1846 and eventually acquired some 500 acres of 
land. Overwhelmed in the financial crisis of 1857, he died 
on Juhe 23, 1859 near Fort Kearny, Nebraska Territory 
enroute to Pike's Peak. He is buried here on his old 
homestead in accordance with his wishes. 

The Court Averlue viaduct or underpass just soutn ot the 
capitoi spans 1 million years, geologically. The south 
abutment of the viaduct rests on the Kansas drift, second 
oldest of the 5 glaciers that touched Iowa, while the north 
end is situated on the Wisconsin drift sheet, youngest of the 
glaciers in Iowa. This glacial dHft phenomena was 
discovered about 1870 when road cuttings were made 
during construction of the stone viaduct. 
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• "^lowa State Historical Department 
DiHision of Historical Museum 
and Archives 
State Historical Building 
1112 East Grand Avenue 
^' Des Moines, fowa 50319 

Jack W. Musgrove, Director 





Admission: Free 

Open: Every day of the year, 8:00 a.m.4:C0 p.m.; guided 
tours for groups 

The Historical Memorial and Art Department was organized 
in 1892 and construction was begun in 1898 on the 'State 
Historical Building. An addition was built in 1908. In 1939, 
• the Department was reorganized as the Iowa State 
Departmenf of History and Archives, with its chipf purpose 
to preserve Iowa histor\<7from thp earliest geological time, 
thrpugh the days of the Indians and of the pioneers, to ths 
present. The State Historical Department came into being 
July 1, 1974 by act of the 65th lov^ Genej:al Assembly, to ' 
include 3 Divis(pns--the Division of Historical Museuip and 
Archives, the Division of State Historical Society (see 
Johnson County), and the Division of Historic Preservation 
(see Johnston County). 

In the museum is a wide range of exhibits including rocks 
and fossils covering a billion years of geologic time, with an 
outstaoding display of fossil crinotds.from LeGrand, iowa; 
mastodon bones; ancient Indian artifacts and modern 
Indian beadwo)*k, (^noes, and wickiyp; mmerpi specimens 
and precious gemstones; firearms; totfis, utensils, and . 
implements used by Iowa pioneers; millstbnes from old 
Iowa mills; a prairie schooner; a stageoqach and other* 
horse-drawn vehicles; early automobiles; picturies* of Iowa's 
first, automobile fatality; a 1909 Bleriot Xj airplane (the 
first to fly in Des Moines, in 191 1) built jn France by Louis 
Bleriot; telephone equipment; early, lamps; equipment used 
to explore outer space; sand paintings; early giassware; 
antique furniture; coins; animal and bird specimens; 
portraits of outstanding iowans; and photographs. Also in 
the building are manuscripts, autographed letters and 
papers, historic maps, censUs records, enlistment and 
military service records, official reports, and newspaper 
files. . 

The Historfeal Library has approximately ^ 50,000 
volumes-books by Iowa authors or about Iowa, family 
records, and reference books. The Traveling Library, 
established by^ Governor Robert Lucas in 1839, now ^ 
includes 290,000 volumes, phonodiscs, and films. The State 
Medical Library, located on the second floor of the 
Historical Buiiding, a)ntains over 61 ,000 volumes and rpore 
than 100,000 unbound medical and scientific periodicals. 
Doctors may request literature by mail, phone, or telegram. 
A small museum of old medical instruments is also located 
in the Medical Library. The Annals of Iowa, a historical 
magazine, is* published quarterly 'J by the Department. 
Lectures, slide programs, and consultative services are 
available. 
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The Iowa State Agricultural Society first met in Fairfield 
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Iowa S^te ^Fairgrounds 
End of East Grand Avenue, 
off S. E. 30th Street 
Dos Moines, Iowa . 
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oh December 28. 1853,, on the seventh anniversary of^ 
Iowa's statehood, and set the dates October 25-27, 1854 
for the first fair. During the early years of its existence, the 
Iowa State Fair was hte!d at different locattons-Fairfield 
{1854-S5). Muscatine j(1856-57), Oskaloosa'^ (1f858-59), 
Iowa City {1860-61), Dobuque (1862-65), alirlington 
(186^-66), Clinton. (1867-68), Keokijk (1!8|©-70 and 
1874-7©), and Cedar Rapirfs (1871-73 and 1876^8). Since 
1879, the Ibwa State-Fair has been held in Des Moines. The 
new grpunds'were dedicatcij September 7-, 1886. This is the 
original "State Fair" of Phil pong's best-selling novel whidi 
has twice been made into hit inotEor^ pictures. 

From' 1965 to 1969, differe)^t themes relating to eras of 
Iowa's heritage ^re used each year and replicas of histonc 
buildings constructed in Heritage Village, spread over *10 
acres up the hill from the Old Mill. These Include ah Indian 
village, with wfckiups constructed by George Voungbear 
(1898-1971)- and other Mesquakie Jndians, and u 7-ton 
Northwest Bodians totem pole j^arv^d by Richard Bordwell 
from an Idaho pine- that was growing when Columbus 
arrived in America, representing thp period before 1800; a 
replica of one of the blockhouses at Fort Madison, the ffrst 
Americali fort cK)nstructed wegt^of the Mississippi, typical 
of the period 1800-30; a reditat^f the first church in Iowa, 
built by the Methodists ^/Kwuque in 1834, and a sod 
house to' represent the pioneer period, 1830^65; an 
appropriately furnished country schoblhouse (North 
Lincoln 'school from southeast of Indianola) of the Gay 
'90's period, 1865-1900; and djsplays of nr^chinery and 
equipment related .to the Roarthg '2ef's, 1900-30. Grand- 
father's Barn was part of the Original farm purchased itfi 
1886 as a part of the Fairgrounds. The bam, filled with 
livestock, Ivas opened to the public in 1973 as a classic 
example of an Iowa bs^ement barn. The Doujgjass Pharmacy 
is a restoration of the pharmacy originally located in 
Tostville, Iowa, dating back to 1872. 

Near the sod house, a pioneer orchard has been planted 
with such old varieties of apples as Jennet, Rome Beauty, 
Ben Davis, Striped Delicious, and Jonathan. Sod houses 
were built by the pioneers where trees were scarce, The 
prairie soil vvas held together by the fibrous roots of .the 
thick native grass. Foot-wide strips of sod wSre turned up 
with the plow; th^e strips were then cut in blocks and laid 
as bricks. Soil was tamped betv^en the blocks. Hay and sod 
were al^o used for the roof, supported by ridgepoles. Often, 
native wild flowers bloomed on the roof. If heavy rains 
caused leaks, they were easily patched with soil and more 
^d blocks. Sod hoiises^n/ere inexpensive and provided the 
necessary shelter fro^^i violent storm^aging blizzards, and 
the sweltering summer sun, and they ^ve protection from 
prairie fires and Indiai^rrows. 
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(continued) 





Pioneer HalJ houses the Iowa Museuni of Agriculture, with 
exhibits and collections of items related to Iowa's past. On 
display are pieces of old farm machinery, tools and 
. equipment, and early home furnishings. Other items to be 
seen include an early courtroom railing from Hardin 
County; a section of the old Green Mountain, Iowa post 
office; a re-create& blacksmith shojdf complete with original 
tools; an early telephone switchboard; buggies and wagdns; 
harness; a barbed wire collection: ^nd a woven-wire maker 

Pioneer Hall itself is of historic interest. It was'dedicat&l in 
1886 as a pmiltry palace--one of the original buildings at 
the Fairgrounds. With declining Interest in poultry exhibits, 
the big white-frame structure, topped with an old-fashioned 
cupola, was used for a utility bualding, dormitory, and a 
storage buildmg before 1968 when it was repainted and 
renamed Pioneer Hall. 

Outside Pioneer Hall is a disfilay of some of the elaborately 
carved ornamental stone and pieces of columns salvaged 
from the Old Federal Building which stood for 100 years at 
Fifth and Court Avenues in Des ft/loines. Also included is 
the old cornerstone, showing the, dates 1868, when the 
building was originally built, and T886, when it was rebuilt 
with an addition. At the time the building, was demolished 
by action of the DesJVIoines City Council in 1968, this 
largest Federal building^built rn Iowa, was the oldest publiifv 
building In downtown Des Molnes^and contained the first 
dock tower in the city. The huge bell, which is about 4 feet 
in diameter and 3 feet high, was stored in the City of Des 
Moines paint shop until the summer of 1971, when it vyas 
moved to the Fairgrounds. The lettering on the bell reads: 

McShane Bell Foundry 
Henry McShane 8e Co 

Baltimore, Md, . 
Trade Mark 
1889 . 

The 376 acres included in the Fairgrounds are also used for x 
various other activities throyghout the "year, such as auto 
races, polo matches, horse shows, contests, conventions, 
and outings, and, fnDm May 1 to October 1, for camping. 
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Joseph B. Stewart Square 
East>14th Street and Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, lov/a 
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This .block-square park was dedicated to public use by' ♦ 
Joseph Button Stewart Septembers, 1857. It was fdrroe;ly 
called Franklin Square or Block 40 Stewart's Addition, 

A native of St. Charles, Missouri^ Stewart, whose father was 
an Army surgeon, came to FortBes Moines in 1853 as chief 
clerk in the Land Office, He remained here until 1856, 
handling receipts that sometimes reached $25,Q00 per day. 
He later ran a real estate a^j) law off ice an^ helped settlers ; 
select and enter land for a fee. In September 1857, he laid 
out and platted 36Q acres on the east side of the Des 
Moines River, northeast of Governor's Square. This became 
an addition to the city and is still known as Stewart's 
Addition. Mr. ^Stewart was one of the contributors and a 
factor in locating the State Capitol in Lee Township. He 
was also engaged in banking and railroading, and was active 
in'^civic, church, and school jJffairs. His home at 1200 
Pleasant was purchased in liB79 by James Callanan » ^ 
(1^22*1906) to use for a private school, and was - 
remodelled and equipped for 250 students. Later, this 
, became the main wing of the lojwa Methodist Hospital. 

While a resider^tijf Fort IVfadison, where he moved in 1835 
at the age of 14, and before coming to Fort Des Moinest, 
Stewart had the distinction of living in 3 territories and 2 
counties \^ithout changing his place of residence. This came 
about as follows: Michigan Territory originally included 
what is now Iowa; from it was formed Wisconsin Territory, 
and, in 1838, the Territory of Iowa was established. Lee 
County was one of the counties formed from the original 
Demoine County. Mr. Stewart 'di6d in 1899 and is buried in 
Woodland Cemetery in Des Moi(ies. 

Some 15 large etms once shaded tjhe park, but, one by one, 
they fell victim to Dutch elm disease and were* removed. 
These have been replaced by ash, sweet gum, and other 
varieties. Flowering shrubs, evergreens, and flower beds' 
have also been planted in recent years. 

c 

Estabiished: 1958 

Open: During summer, 7:00 a.m.-10:30 ().m.; during wintet, 
closed after 4:30 p.m. 

The 866-acre recreational area includes nature trails, and a. 
display of bison (buffalo), elk, and fallow (white) deer. 
Several ponds, as well as the Des Moines River, provide 
fishing. There are also facilities for boating, picnicking, 
camping, hiking, horseback riding, sledding, and golfing. 

Nearly one-third of the park ,will be inundated during 
periods of high water since completion of the Saylorville 
Reservoir flood cont^l project. (See Saylorville Dam and 
Reservoir, below.) 

That wooMy mammoths and other extinct animals roamed 
this area in glaciaj times is evidenced by the discovery of 
ancient tgsks and other remains in gravel beds within the 
park. Such finds are / quite common in yglacial drifts ^ 
throughout Iowa. ' 

^00 • • 



> Lewb A. Jester County l^rk 

3 miles northwest' of Polk City, Iowa 

Polk County Conservation Board 
Wayne Bills, Executive Director- ^ 
Jester Park 

Granger, Iowa 50109 
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NAME AND LOCATION 



Living History Farms 

Along Jnterstate 80 and 35 
Northwest edge of Des Moines, Iowa 

H. Oliver Gillespie, 

Executive Director 

2600 N.W. 111th Street 

(State Farm Road, north 

of Hickman Road) 

Des Moihes,Nlowa 50322 
or 

Dr. William GMVIurraV, President 
3207 Oakland Street 
Ames, Iowa 5001 P 



DESCRIPTION 



\ 



DOUCjUS AVE. i 




Organized: August 1967 

Membership Dues: $10.00 individual; $15.00 family; $5.00 

/ ' student; $1,000.00 life 

Aam{ssion: Non-members pay an admission fee for tours 

\ and various events 

A nonprofit development design^ to portray farming gnd 
agriculture in Iowa since the region was first settled. This 
will be. done through 3 farms, where day-to-day^perations 
^ will be carried, on year-round-a Pioneer Farm oNihout 
• 1840, a Horse and Steam Engine Farm of about 1900, and 
a Farm of the Future. Each of these farms will use the 
, methods and equipment of its'time. Demonstrations or 
\ special events through Jhe growing. season wefe begun in 
; 1970. These include a Grain Harvest and Threshing Festival 
in mid-summer and a Com Harvest Festival m the fell. Craft 
and art demonstrations are included, such as the production 
of sorghum niol|sses, anjj apple cider; making soap, candles, 
pottery, and bread; spinning, weaving, and dyeing; chair 
caning; and smoking meat. 

the 500-acre tract acquired by Living History Farms was 
formerly a part bf'the Clive Honor Prison Farm, operated 
by the State of Iowa from 1915 until 196^ This land was 
first occupied by the Sac and Fox Indians prioc to 1845. It 
\A«s in 1867 that Martin Flynn purchased 600 s^qres from E. 

Cla|3p for $26.67 an acre. Flynn built a stately brick 
Home, a large horse barn, and other buildings at Walnut Hill 
Ffarm; developed an outstanding herd of , Shorthorn cattle; 
engaged in .railroad contriacting; operated a bank, a 
hjrickyard, and a business building (the former Flynn 
Building) * in Des Moines; and owned a sheep ranch in 
Wyoming. Martin Flynn *died in 1906, but the family 
maintained the farm (which had grown by 1880 to 1,320 
acres) untU 1915 when it was purchased by the State of 
Iowa. Jj' 

At the site of th^ pioneer farm, located near the edge of the 
timber and near a small stream, a^cabifi and rail fence ha\?e 
been built of rough burr oak logs, cut nearby. A shelter for 
the oxen, com crib, bam, smoke house, and a root cellar 
have also been constructed. 

The Horton Log Cabin has been moved into the area from a 
farm south and east of th^ site of Moran, which is 3 miles 
southeast of Woodward. The 17-foot-square cabin was 
probably the original farm home, as a cooventional frame 
house was built later enclosing the cabin. The old cabin was 
used as a kitchen until the farmhouse was torn down in 
1970. Ruth's Mill, where logs could be sawed, was one oT 
the earliest mills on the*Des Moines River. It was located 
just east of 




iresent-day Woodward. 
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Living History l^rms 

(continued) 




The Iowa farm of 1900 was opened to the public In the fall 
of 1974, The farm house was moved here from 
Grimes, Iowa, apd .refurbished and appropriately furnish] 
An 1889 barn from near Stratford, Iowa has also b^n 
brought here and rebuilt as typical of its erg. The red 
wasworiginally^l?uilt by Christian Carlson, who moved to 
Iowa frpjfn Sweden in 1869. It was used for horses, kei^ftin 
one side, and milk cows, kept on the other. Ha^^^as stored 
in the middle, and young animals occupied one end of the 
barn. With the increase in the size of farms and the (jlecrease 
In farm population in the^^nited States, farm buildings 
have become obsolete for present day agricultural 
op^ratidns and many^have been abandoned and razed. * . 

Other area^ are being developed as funds become available. 

The Flynn Mansion, horse barn, and other buildings are . 
being preserved and maintained as a headquarters for Living 
History Farms. In 1974, the FJynn Mansion and Barn were 
placed on the Natipnal Register of Historic Places and were 
designated as the Meeting House for lowa^by the Iowa 
American Revolution^ Bicentennial Commission. Ir> June 
1975, Living History Farms was designated alSlational Bicen- 
tehniaf Celebration site. \ \ * • 

Special tours of tl^e 'Pioneer Farm 
and the 1900 Farm may be 
arranged for school children, adult 
groups, or individuals. Hay rides 
may be taken, and, in winter, 
bobsled rides, skating, and sledding 
may be enjoyed. 
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MitchellviHe Historical Society* 
Mitchellviite) Iowa 

John L. Carter 
123 Center Avehue'North 
Mitchellville, lowo 50169 
or 

C. C- Glenn 

R. R., MitchQllvllle, Iowa 50169 

Municipal Observatory 
Waveland Park* 

48th Street and University Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa ' 



/ 

Pioneer Park 

S. E. 16th and Pioneer Road 
Des Moines,4c^/a 




Polk County Historical Society 

Des Moines, Iowa 

Mrs. LeRoy G. (Louise) Pratt, 
President 

317 Southwest 42nd Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50312 



Organized: August 1,1954 

Sponsored centennial celebration in 1956, and was active In 
marking, pres^rvifig, and developing historic sites In the 
area. The Society has been inactive in recent year^. | 



:EstabI/shed:> 1921 
Admission: Free 

Open: Friday during academic year, 7:45-9:30 p.m., in clear 
weather; Monday'night^ by appointment, for groups 
dnd classes of 30 to 100 ^. 

A cooperative enterprise of Drake University and the City 
of, Des Moines. The land and buijding are provided by the 
city, while Drake Univefsity "furnishes thp scientific 
equipment; displays, and staff. The observatory is used fo^*^ 
' instruction in astronomy, and physical science classes; and 
public programs provide lectures and rfon-technlcal 
accounts of astronomys. A display of transparencies of 
astronomical' subjects and , the 20-piece Edgar Harlan 
collection of meteorite specimens are also in the 
observatory, building. The instfun[ient& include' an 8%Hnch 
refracting telescope, donated to the University by Francis 
•Marion Drake, with optics by Brashear and mounting by 
Warner and Swasey Company. * * ^ . 

Estabiished: A2\7 ^ 

A 46-acre-park, with an authentic split-rail fence bordering 
the entrance roadway. A panoramic view of Des Moines 
may be seen from ^ high promor^tory overlooking the Des 
Moines River Valley. This land, purchased by the city for a 
park, was formerly the Barlow Granger Homestea^i. Granger 
was the first printer and newspaper publisher in Fgrt Des 
Moines. The Iowa Ster began publication gn June 26, 1846 
on a press installed in a.former barracks at Fort Des Moines 
No.- 2. Granger had previously set type beside Horace 
Q4|eley and took his often repeated advice, "Go West, 
y^ng man. Go iVest."' 

Jjncorporated: 1938; reorganized in 1961 after a period of 
% ^ 'inactivity 

i\/feetings: Monthly, except July and August, on the second 
Sunday of the month, or at special announced 
times 

Number of Members: 185 v 

iiues: $3.00 annual; $5.00 family; $1o\oO sustaining; 

$100.00 life 1 
Sponsor of the Des Moines Birthplace memorial--a 
. reconstruction of historic log cabins on the original site of 
Fort Des Moines No. 2 (see above), established in 1843 at 
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Polk County Historical Society 
(continued) 



^ 0 



Railipad Park 

Railroad Street, between Fourth 
and Fifth Streets 
West Qes Moines, Iowa 

City of West Des Moines 

City Hall 

318 Fifth Street 

West Des Moines, Iowa 50265 



Salisbury House 
4025 Tonawanda Drive 
Des Moines, Iowa 50312 




the junction of the Raccoon and Des Moines Rivers. The 
Society has co- sponsored "Highlights of Iowa History" 
programs at the State Historical Building, Des Moines, and ^ 
Iowa and Polk County history programs on KDIN-TV 
(formerly KDPS). Meetings are held* at various locations in 
Polk County. Publications include a monthly illustrated 
' Newsletter, Highlights of PotkM:ounty History, Polk 
County Coal^Mines,^and other materials on Polk County 
history; a history^of the Society and reprints of early Polk 
County histories are in preparation. The Society has also ^ 
protRjced commemorative plates in limited editions. 

Dedicated: 1971 " , . ' 

A Jaftdscaped park devoted to recapturing the rich railroad 
heritage j)f the community of West Des Moines {Valley . 

• Junction). A water tower and a watch tower have been 
built,*and an open pavilion' will have 6* x 8-foot display 
panels with pictures of early railroading. A caboose dating 

. back to the beginning dT the 20th Century was donated by 
the- Burlington Northern Railroaid and has been placed on 
display. Railroad signals and switching devices are to be 
added, and ci museum Is planned. 

In August 1970, during the construction of Railroad Park, 
an old concrete-walled tar pit was "discovered." This pit 
was used by the railroad for dipping ties in tar to prolong 
their life. The pit was abaridohed about 1933, filled with 
debris, and covered with ^irt. Old buckets, fumber, and 
junk were found in the pit. , 

The project has been co-sponsored by the West Des Moines 
Kiwanis Club, the West Des Moines Chamber of Commerce, 
and the City of West Des Moines, wi^fli^the .cooperation of 
the Central Iowa Railroad Club. < 

Built: 1923-1928 

Admission: $1 .00 guidfed tour, $0.50 4-rodfnn tour 
Open: Four rooms are open Monday through Friday, &:00 
a,m.-4:30 p.m.; Saturday, 9:00; 9^.cp.-j% noon, except 
summer; pre-arrangejl guided tours are available for 
groups of 10 or more ^ 



This 42-room reconstruction of King's Hous| in Salisbury, 
England, builjt by Carl Weeks who was a drug^and cosmetics 
manufacturer, is now the headquarters of the Ipwa State 
Education Association. Salisbury House stands amid 11 
acres of natural woodland and flower gardens. Flooring, 
ceiling beams, stained-glass windows, fireplaces, and other 
materials were obtained from England. To bei seen within' 
'the house are paintings (including Cardinal Domenico 
Rivarola (1624) by Van Dyck and The Brothers < 1809) by 
Sir Thomas Lawrence), sculptures, tapestries (including a 
hqige 16th century Brussells), oriental rugs, stained. glass, art 
objects, elaborate furnishings of the Tudor period, 16th 
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* Sayiorville Dam ancTReservoir^ 

^ 1 1 miles north of Des Moines.^owa 
Polk City . 



Copyrftlit, \m, Dts Molms RoUttr 
and TriBUna Company 



• Siteof Cam|>Burnside 
Redhead Park 

East 18th Street and Dean Avenue 
Des Moin^, Iowa 



Site of First Public School 
in Des Moines 

Northeast corner of Ninth and 
Locust Streets , 
Des Moines, Iowa 



•Century paneling, and a library containing many valuable 
manuscripts, documents, and rare books (including a page 
from the original Gutenberg Bifc^le, the Oxford Lectern 
Rible, and an illustrated edition of Charles Didkens by John 
Forster, the only one of its kind). A large music box plays 
12 different tunes, and a Welte-Wignpn 3600 pipe organ 
was especially designed for the mansion. Tl3e Indian Room, 
representative of American culture, contains relics and 
' artifacts. ' * 

• 

Construction Authorized: 1958 ' 

A flood control reservoir bfehif\df a/olfed earth-fill dam 
which extends 6750 feet from bluff to bluff, across the ' 

.Des Moines River Valley. When filled, the reservoir, which, 
impounds the^water of the Des Moines River (largest stream 
within the borders of the State. of Iowa), will lie in parts of 

.Polk, 'Dallas, and Boone Counties. Construction on the 
project was^begun in !l965 and is scheduled fpr completion 
by 1976. A multitude of recreational activities will be 
• available, including boating, picnicking, camping, hflking, 
and fishing. * 

A barrier dam across Big C^eek below Polk City preventfed 
^ the 17-mile-lpngTeservoir from flooding the town. North of 
Polk City 134 miles, the Big Creek diversion project created ^ 
an 850-dcre lake that forms the nucleus of gig Creek 
Rect-eation Area, a part of the Des Moines River corridor 
' extendlnj^north from the Capital City. 

A granite fioulder with bronze tablet marks the sije of Camp 
Burnside jl862). This was a rendezvous for volunteers from 
Ibwa to th^ Union Army durlng4he Civil War, 1861-65. 

Redhead Park was presented to the city by Wesley Redhead 
vyhose residence was located nearby. He served as 
postmaster from February 10, 1853 to (Vlay 16, 1861 and 
ovvried South "Park Coal Mine. His grave is in Woodland 
Ceni^tery , D eis Mo i nes. 

The^site of the first public school in Des Moines is marked 
by a plaque on the front of the buiding located on the, 
nDrtheast corner of Ninth and Locust sW^ts. The school 
was completed in 1855, at a cost of abour$8,000. It was 
under construction for nearly 2 years. The school was 
known as THird Ward School or Brick Schoof House apd 
was abandoned in 1869. 



Straight Mineral Collection 

Second floor of Administration 

Building (Old Main) 

Drake University 

25th and University Avenue 

Des Moines, Iowa 



Open: Monday through Friday, 8:00 a,m.-5:00 p.m. 

The Halver R. Straight Mineral Collection was willed to 
Central Iowa Mineral Society in 1956, and djsplay space has 
been provicjed at Drake University. Approximately SQO 
different varieties of rocks, minerals, semi-precious stones, 
and fossils are included in this outstanding collection, with 
each specimen identified. 
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Teri^ce Hill 

2300 Grand Avenue 

Oes Moines, Iowa 




Thomas Mitchell Park * 

1 mile south and Vk miles 
west of Mitchellvllle, Iowa 

Polk County Conservation Board 
Wayne Bills, Executive Director 
Jester Park 

Granger, Iowa 50109 
or 

Pete Butler, Chief Park Ranger 
R. R.. Mitchellvillejowa 50169 



A mansion, including- a 90-foot tower/considered Cfte of 
America's finest remaining examples of Victorian 
architecture. The hgma was t)uilt in 1869 by'Beni^rnln 
Franklin Allen, one of Iowa's firstgreat financiers, at a cd^ 
of $260",000, including .furnishings. On«October 13, 186fe, 
Allen announcey^that the grounds" on the surt^mit of the 
bluffs in the western s^paiT of . D.es Moines, "between the 
Adel road and the 'Coon River," were being prepared for a 
home for himself arid family<?The 29-acre tract vyasth^n 
covered with a dense growth of hazel brush,, scrub oak, and 
heavy timber. J. T. tiletson was retained to landscape the 
grounds,' saving^ as much of the -original, forest as was 
^ possible. He laid oilt the estate with grass^ plots, flowet 
' beds, vineyards, orchards, winding drives and walks, and .a 
reservoir tapping the river for water for the fountains an^ 
pools. Allen, 2^ nephew of , Captain James Allert who ^ 
established Fort Des Moines No, 2; was the first president 
of Capital City^ State* Bank, organized) on November 3? 
1869. "When ^es Mornes was a frontier town with a~ 
population of only 7,500, Allen''s home wgs^known ,as the : » 
"Prairie Palace of the West." ' t 

Following B. F. Allen's bankruptcy, in Chicago, the ^ 
property was purchased by Frederick Marion Hubbell in 
1884 for $55,000. It was owned and maintained by the 

•Hubbell estate until 1971. The 63rd General Assembly 
authorized the Iowa Executive Council to negotiate to 
acquire the property for the State of Iowa. On August 24, 
1971, the mansion, now located on an 8-acre tcact, was . 

^ formally presented to the State by 5 heirs of the Hubbell 
estate. Under the terms of the argreement, the State of Iowa 
is to maintain' and preserve Terrace Hill as a historic 
landmark for at least 25 years. A special Terrace Hill 
Planning Commission, appointed to determine the future 
use of the familiar landmark, has recommended it for a 
Governor's Mansion and it is now being restored for this 
use. 

Established: 1962 . . ^ 

The 154-acre park was formerly the farm of Thomas 
Mitchell, pioneer settler, and founder of Mitchellville. He 
operated a tavern or stagecoach sto|f 13 miles east of Fort 
Des Moines No. 2 (see above), and founded the Universalist 
Church (see below) and a seminary in Mitchellville. 

Camp Creek flows in a southerly direction through the area, 
with many boulders exposed in the stream bed, and there is 
a 7-acre pond. About half the land within the park is 
covered with hardwood timber. There are facilities for 
picnicking, hiking, sledding, ice skating, fishing, and 
camping. A replica of the old Thomas Mitchell log cabin is 
included in the park development plans. ^ ^ * 
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• ■.t 




• Tree Shakers Genealogical Society 

. West'Des.lVloines, Iowa * . 

, Mrs..Harry W. (Mary F.) kelley. 
Secretary 
. S48 29th Street 

West Des Moines J owa 50265 



• . Universalist Church 

205 N.W. Fourth Street 
- Mrtchellvillejowa 



Polk County Conservatipn^Board 
Wayne Bills, Executive Director 
Jester Park ^ 
G/anger, Iowa 50109 



• WalnMt Woods State P^rk ^ 

6 miles southwest of Des Moines, Iowa, 
. on county road off Iowa 5; or may be 

reached froni Iowa 5 (Airport) Exit 
^1-35 

State Conservation Commission 

State Office Building 

300 Fourth Street 
V. Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

• Water Works P^rk 
Off Fleur Drive 
Des Moines, lovya 



) 



Organized: , February 1974 ^ / 

'Meetings: First Monday ot month * ^ 
Number of Members: 20 . * 

Dues: $3.00 annual; $5.00 huiband and wife 

A local chapter of the Iowa Genealogical Society (see 
above), ongaqized to do ^nealOgical, biographical,' and 
historical research and compile statistics for Polk County. 
Cemetery burials are' being recorded and |harriage and death 
1 records for Polk County are bieing copied.\^ ^ 

A spired, white-frame church, surrour^eS-'by pln6s, and 
reminiscent of New England. Thomas Mitchell* (1816-94), 
who founded the town of Mitchellville In 1856, donated 
the ground for the church, built in 18B8. He sen^pd as its 
first moderator. In addJtion,^ie founded a s^hninary whose 
buildings were^ later acquired by the State of Iowa for the , 
Iowa State Training School for Girts (JO-18 years of age). 
The first girls were received there In 1880. 

Thomas Mitchell was born in New Hampshire and settl^ 
on Camff Creek^in 1844 when this was still Indian countr^ ,. 
(see Thomas Mitchell Park, above). His cabin was one of the 
first built in what is now Polk County, which he helped v 
organize in 1846. He was the county's first sheriff, serving 
from 1946 until 1848, and made the county's first arrest. 
He served in the Iowa Legislature, first as a Representative, 
then as Senator. He also held office as Polk County 
' supervisor. In addition to his career as a public servant, he 
operated an inn and acquired a great deal of land in the 
eastern part of Polk County. . : „ 

Whei^nlftchell died, more than 1,000 persons crowded into 
and a'round the church for his funeral services. Some of 
those attending the funeral came on. a. special, chartered 
train from Des Moines. On^'Qctober I4, 1970, the Iowa 
Urfiversalist Convention donate the churcb to Polk County 
Conservs^ion -Board, as a historic shrine to be used as a 
, museum and meetlrtg^lace. In 1971, the Mitchell family 
Bible, containing fariiily. records and mementc^^, was ac- 
quired by gift. • . 

Formerly the B. F. Elbert farm, the 260-acre preserve lies 
along the Raccoon River and Is named for the thick grove 
of native black walnut trfees, one of the largest stands In 
Iowa. Facilities are ayailable for the picnicker, angler, and 
camper. 



Open: .Sunrise to sunset 

A natural park of about 1,500 acres along both sides of the 
Raccoon River, including Denfnan Woods and Arle den 
. Boer Arboretuni. There are lar^ areas of river bottom 
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77. POLK 



Water Worics Park 

(continued) , 




V 



West Des Moines Historical Society 
West Des Moines, Iowa 

Mrs. Robert A. (Bonnie) McFadden, 
President ' - 
517 9th Street 

West Des Moines, Iowa 50265 



Yeader Creek Park 

1 mile south of Des Moines, lovya 

adjacent to B^inq Park 

Polk County Conservation Board 
Wayne Blllib, Executive Direcitor 
Jester Park 

Granger, Iowa 50109 



vyoodlands, grassy meadows, several bodies of water, and 
roatlwgiys and trails for hiking, l?ioycUfjg, and horseback 
riding, A great variety of wildlife may be s^en, and the>area 
is considered "a bird watcher's parEydisel" Wild flowers,-^ . 
trees, and shrubs of nearly every kind native to the area are . 
in the park r , > 

Charles"^ S. D6nman Woods is a memorial to the gener^t 
manager of the Water Works when the property 'was 
acquilfted by the city. The^chemical laboratory and water 
treatnifent plant,, greenhouse, ornamental sunken pool with 
water lilies and goldfish, fountains, and flower beds are 
other attractions. 

' ' . »• ^*^"* * 

The Arte den Boer Arboretum is one of> the world's finest 
collections of flowering crab apple trees, which bloom in^ 
early May. Some 350 varieties are represertted in thi^ 
1,50Q-tre^ collection acquired from all states* and rpariy/ 
foreign cbuntries. .There are also specimen shade. Jrees,^^ 
. lilacs, ornamental shrubs, and evergreens. 

Organized: February 1970 . - & 
Meeting:, 3 times a year; board meetings monthly, except 

^^pl^ovember and December * ' 

Number of Members: 102 - T 

Dues; $2.ft0 annual; $5.00 fafTiily; $10.00 suppolpfeiqgj^^^ 
* $25.00 sustatnmg; $50.00 Jife 

A Society organized followjng the Valley Junction 
Diamond^ Jubilee to promote and maintain an active 
interest in the history of West Des Moines (formerly Valley i 
Junction), and to preserve articles and materials related to 
the heritage ^^nd lgrowth of the comn[»unityt A West Des 
Moines Heritage Dayyis sponsored each year in recognition 
of the city's incorporation in October 1893. Newspaper 
clippings, genealogy records, ^£l^d photographs of historic 
interest are being collected. A history of the ^ity is in 
preparation. ' , ; 

' Dedicated: June 9, 1968 

A 454-acre recreational area which includes Easter Lake, 
located on the site of an old coal mine. Fishing, boating,^ 
and picnicking are permitted. 

In 1968, the Owens Covered Bridge, Iowa's most historic 
and Polk County's only remaining covered bridge, vn^as, 
moved to a new location spanning one arm of the lake. The 
old bridge -was originally located^at the site of the first 
covered bridge in Iowa, built in 1844. It was at this spot, 
near present-day Carlisle, that Captain Jamais Allen made a 
ford across North River to bring in • lumber used to 
construct Fort Des Moines No. 2 in 1843. lo those day$^.,x 
this road was known as the Dragoon Trail. Th^ old covef^/^^' 
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77 -POLK ' 
.(continued) 



Yeeder Creek Park 
(continued) 




78 -POTTAWATTAMIE • Arrowhead Park ■ 

' VA miles southeast of Meola, Iowa 

Pottawattamie Courily Conservation 
Board . " 

H. L. Borwick, Ixecutive Director 
Pottawattamie County Courthouse 
Council Bluffs, iowa 51501 
Council Bluffs and Avoca 

G-2 0 Bayli$sPark 

First Avenue and Pearl Street ^ 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 




7 



• Botna Bend Park 
Edge of Hancock, Iowa 

Pottawattamie County 
Conservation Board 
H. L. Borwick, Executive Director 
Pottawattamie County Courthouse 
Council Bluffs, iowa 51501 



bridge, now restored in its new setting, was originally built 
In 1887-88 and vwas used until 1940 when it was ai)andoned 
for a new road. The bridgfe is nearly 100 feet long and has 
unusual wings at the openings to keep^the truss- from 
weathering. It is a Howe type bridge, named for the uncle 
of the inventor of the sewing machine. A later model than 
the other existing covered bridgfes In Iowa, it Qses iron rpds 
and angle blocks to prevent sagging. After the old road was 
abandoned and the cdurse of North River was changed, the 
bridge ^was left almost forgotten, high and dry in dense 
timberland ^ntii acquired by Polk County Conservation 
Board. The original location is in the flood plain of Red 
Rock Reservoir, which necessitated its removal to the new 
location. 

This. 147-acre area wa^ settled in the 1850's, and was a 
popular camping ground' for the Pottawattamie Indians 
before the pioneers arrived. Many arrowheads have been 
recovered from the ravines. In pioneer times, hazelnut 
* shrubs, Cottonwood, box elder, ash, and maple covered the 
land. There are picnicking and qamping areas, aHlshing 
pond, and hiking trails left in their natural state. 

A 1 -block-square park featuring several monuments, 
including a memorial ,.|o those Who crossed Iowa in advance 
of the early settlements. Here, thousands of pioneers 
^ encamped to await pasturage on the plains and a turn at the 
' ferries across the Missouri River, as they pressed on to the 
Golden West. A 20-ton boulder stands on the old Mormon 
Trail which passed through Kanesville, settled in 1824 (see 
Mormon Camp, below). 

Black squirrels may be seen in the park. Their unusual color 
is dye to melanism or over-pigmentaiion of their fur. 

In tb^ Chieftain Hotel, which once stood directly across the 
street from the park, were several origir^al Grant Wood 
murals. These were salvaged in 1970 and restored, but are 
no longer located in|^owa. 

Established: 1963 

Contains 119 acres along the West Nishnabotna River, 
including timber and nativp shrubs, pasture land, and 
fishing access. A small buffalo herd has been established in 
a fenced-in 7-acre range. In pioneer times, one of the largest 
buffalo herds In Iowa ranged ip this area. Songbirds, deer, 
and other wildlife are common. Activities include hiking! 
picnicking, and damping. 

The Town of Hancock was laid out in 1880 by F. H. 
Hancock, and it became an important grain-shipping center. 
At one time, the river made a bend through what is now the 
town park, but the channel changed around 1889; The area 
along the river has been a popular place for picnics, 4th of 
July celebrations, old Army reunions, and the old settlers' 
picnic since early days. 
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78 - POTTAWATTAMIE 
(continued) 



Dodge l^rk 
Council Bluffe, tovva 



General Dodge House 
Thirjd Street and Story 
Council Bluffs; Iowa 



Mrs.aphnA. Whittaker, Chairman 

Board of Trustees 

605 Third Street 

Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501 




The lOO^acro park was a gift to the City of Council Bluffs 
from Nathan P. Dadge; Jr.^ in memory of his parent^. His 
father wa% a youhger brother of General Grenvllle Mellen 
Dodge. A steam locomotive contributed by , the Union 
Pacific Railroad stands in the park as a . memorial to the 
railroad industry. Future plans include Museum of 
Transportation*" 

Open: Tuesday through Saturday, 10:00 a.m.^:00 p^m.; 
' Sunday , 2:00-5:00 p.nc*.; closed Mondays, Thanks- 
giving and Christmas, ahd during January 
Admission: $^XjO;MMten^SO 

Built by Grenville Mellen Dodge In 186^ at a cost -of 
^5,000, the 3-story, 14-room brick mansion was designed 
by Chicago architect Williani Soyington, who also designed 
Terrace Hill m^Des Moines (see Polk County). The home 
has been restored and furnished as accurately as possible to 
the 1870 period. The interior is notable for the walnut 
, woodwork, Italian marble fireplaces, bronze door hinges 
with silver plates, plaster celling medallions, parquet floors, 
and many relief -of historic significance. The red exterior 
brick, was brought upriver from St. l^ouis. 

The^Victoirian house with'^American mansard^roof and large 
French windows is Situated on a high roiqk-walled terrace- It 
was designated a National' Historic Landmark by th6 \J£* 
Depapment of Interior on October 20, 1963. The property 
wa$ completely air conditioned in 1969 for the comfort of 
visitors. 

During the holiday season, th^ house is appropriately 
decorated and a Christmas Tea is held in December when 
Christmas music is played. 

General Dodge was^ one of Iowa's foremost 
citizens-statesman, soldier, merchant, financier, j;ailroad 
builder (Illino is Central, Rock Island, Texas and Pac ific, 
and Union Pacific), and counselor of presidents. Prominent 
persons who were guests in the house include Presidents 
Grant, McKinley, and Theodore Roosevelt, ahd Generals 
Sherman and Sheridan. Indians called dodge "Long Eye" 
because of his ability to see long distances with his 
surveying instruments. ^ ^ 

General dodge came to Council Bluffs in 1853 and 
returned the following year with his wife to embark in the 
freight and mercantile business. He interrupted his business 
career to join the Union Army during the Civil War, an^ 
soon rose to the rank of General/ For his skill In building 
bridges and equipping railroads for the US. Army, he was 
highly ^mmerided by General U. S. Grants During his 
lifetime^ Dodge served as president of 7. railroads and 9 
railroad construction companies, amassing a fortune in the 
millions. He died in Council Bluffs in 191iB, and is buried in 
a tomb in Walnut Hill Cemetery. 
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78^ POTTAWATTAMIE General Dodgo House 
(continued) (oontinuedl 



Gold&n Spiko 

21 St Street and Ninth Avenue 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 



• Grave of Amelia Jenks Bloomer 
Falrview,Cemetery 
East end of Lafayette Avenue 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 




DtESCRSPTiON 



■ h 

The 'Ruth Anne Dodge Memorial ("The Black Atigel" or 
"Angel of Death") is in Fairview Cemetery Aat Lafayette 
Avenue and North Second Street. The Monument, erected 
in 191 8," is considered one of ttte finest works of art by o 
Daniel Chester French, who did the Minute Man at 
Concord, Massachusetts in 1075, The bronze 5tatue is o 
translation of a dream Mrs, Dodge had op' 3 nights 
preceding her death in 1916, Ruth Anne Dodge was the 
wife of General Dodge, 

Erectsd: 1939 

A 56*fQot concrete replica of the famed golden railroad 
spike driven at Promonfofy Point, Utah in 1869, to link the 
Union Pacific with the Central Pacific, thus spanning 
the a)ntine^ with rails. The monument stands at the 
approximate site designated by President Abraham Lincoln 
as the eastern terminus of the Union Pacific Railroad, It 
was erected at the time of the world premiere of the 
motion plcXure, Union Pacific. 

Mrs, Dexter (Amelia Jenks) Bloomer (1818-94), a pioneer 
in the women's rights, female suffrage, and temperance \ 
movements, is buried in Fairview Cemetery, She was the 
founder and editor of The Lily (1849-55), probably the 
first American magazlnl" edited by and for women, A native 
of New York State, she, and her family moved to Ohio in 
1854, and the following year settled in Council Bluffs, 
where she died December 30, 1894, She wa& an ardent ' 
advocate of dre^ reform aqd*i3ecame famous for the liaggy 
Turkish pantaloons or bloomers, gathered at the tinkles, 
whicfi she wore with a skirt when she lectured in favor of 
equ^ rights for women. 

^ • • . ■ 

New York newspapers are .credited with naming the ^ 
women's undergari^ents fop^ her, although she protested. 
While she was neither the destgner of bloonters nor the flrSt 
to wear them, she has been immortalized in history as "the 
original bloomer girl." Mrs. Bloomer was a vigorous 
speaker, although she was? of small stature, anjd has been 
described as being "as delicate as Dre^en china," 

Mr. Bloomer was president of the Council Bluffs Board of 
Education in 1859, and of theState Board of Education in 
1860, An elementary and junior high school in Council 
Bluffs have been named for him. . 
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MDE • HistoilGaJ %)Gioty of PottowattoyiSo 



Council Bluffs, SoW3 

Stephen L. Puringtcn, President 
\ 209 South 28th Street 
Council Bluffs^loiva 51501 
\\ • or 

Mrsl^Abbott (Elizabsth) Dean 

231i'Fark Avenue 

Cougcil Bluffs, Iowa 51501 

or >s 
Arthur J. Rogers 
130 Park Avenue 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 5lioi ' 




• Horse Watering Trough 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 



\ 



Om^izcd: March 13, 1961 

MeetlngB: January, TJ^arch, A^l, May, September, October, 

and November 
Numbvr of fjlcmbem: 110 . ^ o 

Dues: $5.00 annual; $1.00 student 

The Society has restored and furnished the General Dodge 
Mouse (see above) in cooperation with the Council Bluffs 
Park Board. GuSde service is provided fo/ tours. A joint 
meeting is held annually with the Greater Omaha Historical 
Society. 

Two historical plaques were restored and rededicated ^by 
the Society in 1973 at. Pierce Street between Union Street 
and Franklin Avenue. One marks the sight of the old log 
Block House built in 1B37 by U. S. troops stationed among 
the Pottavi^attamie Indians- to protect them and the whites 
from hostile Indians. This was the first building in Council 
Bluffs. After the troops moved out. It was used as a 
Cathc^llc ,5VIission for 3 years and also served as a 
schoolhouse. The second monument is in memory of 
"Father Pierre-Jean De Smet, Jesuit missionary who 
ministered to the Pottawattamie Indians at the Block House 
from 1838 to 1841. The monuments were originally 
erected in 1934. . 

The Society has placed materials In the Histor^ical Reference 
Room of the Council Bluffs Public Library. These include 
books and papers of General Dodge, early editioris, maps, 
pictures, scrapbooks; family histories, and other materials 
on early Council Bluffs and Pottawattamie County. 

A 14,000-pound granite monument was presented to the 
city by the National Humane Alliance, founded by Hermon 
Lee Ensign in 1907. The trough was originally located at 
the junction of Broadway and Fourth Street, when 
horse-drawn buggies drove on the cobblestone streets 
alongside street, cars. As hqrse traffic declined on 
Broadway, the watering trough was moved to Main and^ 
Pearl Streets. At varioufe other tim^, the old trough has 
been located In Dodge Park and Fairmount Park. After the 
trough was re-erected by the City Park Department in 
December 1970, it was run into twice by cars and suffered 
considerable damage. It has been repaired arid is to be 
placed near the Pottawattamie County Rotary Jail (see 
below). €)Tiginally, 4 brass I [On heads spouted ou|,the water 
into the circular trough, but these? have been lost*or stolen 
over the years. Above the base, smaller troughs axe carved 
in the granite Jo hold water for thirsty dogs and cats. 
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Lake AAanawa gteito Park 
1 fniSG south of 
OousdgdS ifuffe, 

' fowa, off lo\x3 92 c> 

Statd Conservatbn CommDSsEon 
State Offi^^ Building 
'300 Fourth Street 
Dg3 Motiries, Iowa i0319 

• Leo do Forest Birthplaeo ^te 

> 523 Fourth Street 
Councii Bluffs, Bowa 



» Lgwis and Ctark n/bnumcnt 
^orth of Council Bluffs, Iowa 
on Rainbow Drive " 



Lincoln Park and ""Monument 
Oakland and Lafayette Avenues 
^ouncil Bluffs, lov^ 



A eeo-ocre natural lako formed when tho fbodine Missouri 
River chonoed jts course in 1881. Manawa is on Sndian 
name mca^Jne s'est, peace, and contentment. Fork facilities 
are available for boating, fishing, Gwimmfng, and plcnickins. 



U.S. Inventor and radb pbneer. Dr. Lee de Forest 
{1873-1961), was born and lived for 3 years in a house 
which was located pn Fourth Street, between Story and 
Fifth Avenue in Council Bluffs. (The city directory of that 
period showed the location as "es S. Bancroft, bet. Dodge 
and Story.") His father, Henry Swift de Forest, was 
minister of the First Congregational Church. The "father of 
radio/' who Invented the 3-element electron tube in 1906, 
making possible modern radio, television, and electronics, 
had more than 300 in\£entions to his credit, devoted chiefly 
to tho transmi^ion of sound. The first demonstration of 
voice transmi^ion over the air was by his radip telephone 
call from Arlington, Virginia to the receiving station on top 
of the Eiffel Tower in Paris, France in 1915. An elementary 
^ool at Twenty-Ninth Street and Ninth Avenue in 
Council Bluffs has been named for hi,m. A De Forest 
Museum collection is in progress, 

A monument erected In November 1935 on Rainbow Point, 
a high, wind-swept bluff above a loop in the Missouri River, 
commenriorates the council Lewis and Clark held w;ith 
Jndians during the expedition to the Far West in 1804. The 
monument, constrdcted of pativp stone from Folsom 
Ouarry, is the work of sculptor Harpy E.'Stinson and 
architect George L. Homer. The meeting place was called 
Council Point, Council Hill, or Council Bluffs and this name 
was later applied to the area and finally to the settlement 
on the Ml^ouri River, ;which had first been called Hart's 
BlulPf. When the Mormons arrived in 1846, they changed 
the name to Miller's Hollow and then to Kanesvllle for 
Army officer Col. Thomas L. Kane, who aided the 
Mormons in their migrations. After the Mormons left here, 
the name was changed to Codncll Bluffs by the Iowa 
Legislature in 1853. Sculpturing on the monument depicts 
Lewis and Clark meeting with the Otoe and Missouri 
Indians. 

A tall granite shaft commemorates the visit of Abraham 
Lincoln to Council Bluffs, August 12-14, 1859/ The 
monument was erected in 1911 by the .Council Bluffs 
Chiapter of the D A.R at Lookout Point, where Lincoln 
stood to observe the valley of the Missouri' River. He later 
(November 17, 1863) designated the City of Council Bluffs 
as the eastern terminus of the- Union Pacific Railroad. 
General Grenville M. Dodge was the chief construction 
engineer for the building of the railroads ^ 
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78 -POTTAWATTAMIE 

{continued) 



I Lons'^ Landing 

South of CouncH Bluffs, Iowa, 
1 mile south of Ua^0 Manawa 

' PottavvQttamse County 
CoTJservatfon Board o 
H. L. Borwkk, Executive Director 
Pottawattamie County CourthbusG 
Coundl 85uffe, Iowa 51501 



Mormon Camp 
BaylissPark 

First Avenue and Pearl Street 
Counclj Bluffs, Iowa 



ym North Council Bltiffs Marsh 
North edge of Council Bluffs, 
Iowa; 1 6th Street Exit off 
Interstate 29 

Ppflawattamie County 
Conservation Board 
Harold Borwick, Executive Director 
Pottawattamie County Courthouse 
Council Bluffs, Iowa SI 501 . 
. s • 

• Oakland Historical Society 
Oakland, Iowa . 

•* 

Mrs. W; L. (Sadie) White, President 
P. O. Box 117 
Oakland, Iowa 51560 




This 24-acro tract includes the landing site of^ the first 
steamboat to coi?ie up the Missouri River to tt^ Council 
Bluffs area. This took place in 1819 when Army Major 
Stephen H. Long (1784-1864) brought the Wesww Engineer 
to this point and terrified the Indians vjhen lie let st^am 
escape from the ship's serpent-shaped bow. * < , 

Major Long also established Fort Smithy Arkansas in 1817^ 
to keep peace between the Osage and Cherokee Indians. He 
called tho site Belle Point, while the fort vvas named to 
honor General Thomas A. Smith, who was Long's superior 
officer and commander of the military district. Tlie 
settlement became an important supply base during the 
California gpl|drrush in 1849, 

LbngV Landing provides access to the Missouri River and 
there are facilities for boat launching, picnicking, and 
(imping. 

After leaving Nauvoo, Illinois in 1846, Brigham Young arid 
the Mormons established one of their many canqjps at this 
point on their way to the Great Salt Lake in Utah. Here the 
harassed people gathered supplies in preparation for their 
journey across the,Great Plains. A huge boulder bearing two 
bronze tablets commemorates their historic trek. It was 
here at Kanesvi!ie*(Council Bluffs) that Brigham Young was 
elected president of the Mormon Church, December 29, 
1847. • 

A 14-acre marsh near the Missouri^ River; Nature trails are' 
being construct^ to provide an outdoor classroom and 
offer an opport^ity for nature study. Missouri River 
Access, nearby, may be reached from the 24th Street 
turnoff^ 



Organized: October 1969 

Incorporated: July 20, 1972 

Meeting^: FoijiTth Wednesday of month . 

Number of Members:. BQ - • 

Dues: $2.00 an nual 

Ant' organization established to collect and preserve 
materials of local historical interest. Pictures, books, and 
antiques related to Oakland have been collected^and are on 
display in a former general store ancfc^rocery ^ore acquired 
in 1975^ and located on Main Street. SqJne items are 
displayed in an eariy living room, a dining room, and a 
kitchen. Museum news and a weekly coJumn, "Historicaf 
Facts and Fancies," appears in The Oakland Acorn. A 
commemorative plate with Oakland scenes was produced to 
promote the town's centennial in 1982 and to raise funds 
for the museum building. 
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7a- P0TTAWATTAWHE % Old Towhe Park 

(qontiifu^) 1 mile west of IVl^cedonia, Iowa 



Pottawattamie County 
Corfeervation 6odrd 
, H, L. Borwick, Executive Director 
Pottawattamie County Courthouse 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501 




• Pfymbuth Rock Replica 

Ridgewood Memorial Park Cemetery ' 
Council Bluffs, Iowa , 




Pdttawattannie County Rptary Jail 

228 Pearl Street 

Council Bluffs, Iowa , 

4 ^.iJ" 



An 8-acre tract along the West Nishnabotna River consisting 
'of timberland (elm,^fnap1e, ash, xx)ttonwood, hackberry, 
wild plum, sumac, hickory, artd walnut) as well as areas 
covered with native 'shrubs and wild flowers. The river 
access provides wildlife habitat, and is suitable for camping, 
picnicking, and fishing. 

The first settler in this area was Thomas Jefferson Ring, 
who arrived he^e in the spring of 1848, followed by the 
Myer and ^ Hawes families. Sawmills and gristmills were 
built; this was the location of Stutsman's Mill, the first mill 
in Pottawattamie County. FI09CIS caused considerable 
damage through the years. In 1850Jduring the height of the 
overland migration of the Mormons to the Far West, the 
river was flooded for about 3 nfonths, preventing the 
Mormons from crbssing with t^Qir belongings. It was at this 
site that they waited for the waters to subside, following 
which a crude wooden bridge was constructed, to becpme 
known as Mormon Trail Crossing. Old Macedonia ,never'' 
greiv to more than a hamfet, but had a post office, 2 stores, 
2 blacksmith shops, a hotel,' drug stqre, saddler shop, and a 
wagon factory. On July 4, 1880, the Chicago, Burlington 
and Qufncy Railroad completed a road from Hastings, 
lowg, on north along the east Side of the river. This was 
about % of a mile east of Old Macedonia, §0 a new town 
was laid out at the present site of Macedonia. The formej 
tpvynsite on the river has since been known as OldTowne. 



A 4%-ton, hand*carved granite 
replica of historic Plymouth Rock. 
This dupficate "Cornersjtone , of 
America" is in a setting similar ^to 
that of the original, which is 
located near the Atlantic Ocean in 
Waterfront State Reservation, at 
Plymouth, ^ Massachusetts. It was 
there that, according to tradition, 
the Pilgrims landed from the 
Mayflower, December 21, 1620, 
and established the second 
permanent English colony in 
America. 



Comp/efed- September 10, 1885 

The unique Pottawattamie Courjty* Jail, built in a circular 
design. Constructed in 1885, it is one of the last remaining 
examplesr of 6 jails of this type built in the Midwest, and 
sometimes referred to as The Human Squirrel Cage, the 
Lazy Susan Jail, or The Jail the Round. The rotary jail 
was invented ^by W. H. Brown and designed by' Haugh, 
Ketcham Company of Indianapolis, Indiana; letters patent 
were -issued July 12, 1881. The architects were Eckel and 
Aldrich of St. Joseph, Missouri and the contractor was 
Wickham Brothers of Council Bluffs, Iowa. Other rotary 
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(continued) 



NAME AND LOCATION 



Pottav\rattamie County' Rotary Jail 

(continued)^ 



DESCRIPTION 




Stempel Bird Collection 
Pottawattamie County Courthouse 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 

Pottawattarhie County 
Conservation Board 
H. L. Borwick, Executive Director 
Pottawattamie County Courthouse 
Council Bluffs Jowa 51501 

Thomas Hart Benton, ^. House 
231 Park Avenue (formerly 

Market Street) 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 

Dr. & Mrs..Abbott . (Elizabeth) Dean, 
Owners 

231 Park Avenue 

Council Bluffsf Iowa 51501 



jails built in the 1880's were locatedi at Crawfordsville, 
Indiana; Gallatin, Missouri; Maryville, Missouri^ Maysville, 
Missouri; and Wichita, Kansas, " , 

The building housing the Pottawattamie County Rotary Jail 
is a 3«story brick Structure, providing quarters for the jailer 
and his family, /^kijchfen to prepare food for the prisoners; 
individual cells for women and juveniles, and storage rooms. 

The rotary jail is basically a 3-story metal drbm surrounlied 
by a gridded, stationary cage, bolted to the flagstone floor 
and iron plates in the ceiling. The inner drum is divided into 
3 levels or decks, each containing 10 pie-shaped cells with 
double bunk beds. There is only one door at each level in 
the outer cage. Entrance or exit to the individual cells is 
gained by rotating the entire "squiri^el cage," by a geared 
r hand-cranking device. This arrangement provided good 
security and prisoners could not see inmates in the other 
radiaLcells, but a jailer could inspect all cells from a single 
vantage point v^jhlle the cylinder revolved. The bars of the 
jail are said to be "heaviipr than bars u^ in cages for 
African lions or Kodiak Alaskan bears," 

Within 2 years after construction, the huge rotary jail was 
not revolving properly. In addition to the mechanical 
diff icL(lties, the rotating jail was considered a ^bman fire 
trap, and also proved hazardous for prisoners, who received 
broken arms, legs, feet, and hands when they were caught 
between the bars during ^he revolving of the cylinder. 
Condemned rciany times, the Pottawaftaijiie County Rotary 
"Jail was finally closed in 1970. The jaif is being re^ored and 
preserved as a historic landmark, * 
\ 

Admission: Free 

An outstanding display of 600 birds collected and mounted 
by Dr. Guido Stempel of Macedonia, who gave them to the 
County Conservation^Board, Included in the display are 
such rare species as the whooping crane, bc|ld eagle, and 
golden eagle. 



A 3-story red brick house completed in 1857 by Thomas 
Hart Benton, Jr, (1816-1879Ka nephew of the famous 
Senator Thomas Hart Bentoft ' (1782-1858) of Missouri. 
Artist Thomas Hart Benton (1889-1975) was also named 
for the Missouri statesman, who was his granduncle, 
, Thomas Hart Bentorl^ Jr, located in Dubuque in 1837, and 
served as Iowa St^e Superintendent of Public Instruction ' 
(1848-1854), He was one of the first bankers in Council 
Bluffs, where he arrived in 1854, and was commissioned in 
August 1862 by Governor Kirkwood ^s a Colonel of the 
29th Iowa Infantry, After 3 years service in the Civil War, 
he was mustered out in Octotj^r 1865 and brevitted 
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78- POTTAWATTAMIE ^ Thomas Hart Benton. Jr. House 
(contmued) (i^ominued) 



79 -POWESHIEK 




Montezuma 
F-8 



Walnut Heritage House Museum 
Walnut Public Library 
Walnut, Iowa 51577 

Mrs. Jolin (Wilma) DeBerg 
Walnut. Iowa 51577 
or , 

Mrs. Walter Rieck. Librarian 
Walnut. Iowa 51577 



• Arbor Lake County P^rk 4 
Southwest edge of Grinnell.'^lowa 
■^off Iowa 146 

or Va miles south of I 80 between 

exits 45 and 46; • 

I* 

Poweshiek County Conservation Board 
Rpger L. Reed. Executive Officer 
P. 0.,Box 389 I 
((/lontezumajowa 50171 ^ 
n or . • 

Grinnell Park Commission 
Grinnell. Iowa , 



Conard Environmental Research Area 
9 mites southwest of Grinnell. Iowa 

Grinnell^College 
.Biology Department 
1202 Park Street 
Grinnell. Iowa 50112 



DESCRIPTION 



Brigadier General, that same year, he was the Democratic 
candidate for Govern^or. 

The home, of Georgian archi^cture. is much as it was when 
buitt by Benton-masslve doors, high ceilinged rooms, 
wide-plaMced flooring, and expansive windows. Fireplaces 
are located throughout the house. , . 

Admission: Free 

Open: Monday. Wednesday^ Friday, and Saturday afternoons; 
hours vary according to season 

Over 1.000 items Are on display, featuring pioneer. Indian, 
and wartime relics belonging to early residents. Included are 
an 1884 advertising stage curtain from German Hall, the 
town's first entertainment hall; furnishings from old local 
business.houses. including a desk from the first grocery 
store aniha chair from the first barber shop.-^a large clock 
from the early post office; Victorian glassvyare and china; 
clothing of early residents; toys; handmade farm 
implements; early valentines; and a collection of old 
pictures, photographs, and tintypes. • ^ 



A 15-acre. boot-shaped-lake, surrounded by heavily wooded 
hills, making up a 37-acre recreational area for picnicking, 
hiking, fishing, camping^ ^nd nature study. The western 
shore of the lake is to be preserved in its natural siate, and 
used as an outdoor classroom. 

In 1902. the Grinnell Sof\ Water Company contracted with 
Isham Randolph, who was consulting engineer for the 
Panama Canal and chief engineer of the Chicago drainage 
canal, to" design a lake storage reservoir. The 20-foot deep 
lake supplied soft water to the City of Grinnell. until drilled 
wells were installed in later years, and to Grinnell €lectric 
and Heating Company, Between 1902 and 1920. 
improvements were made to the lake and recreational area. 
A clubhouse, beaches, bathhouse, bandstand, and 
playground were added, and hundreds of trees were set out 
by publia-spirited citizens. Band concerts and fireworks 
provided entertainment for those iiyho came here to picnic, 
swim, boat, fish, and camp. Beginning in 1922, the lake and 
park facilities were operated by private persons or civic 
clubs, then leased by the city until J964 when the area was 
purchased by the city from Grinnell Soft Water Company. 

Acquired: 1968 

A 3^-acre tract of rolling prairie and sloping woodland on 
tfie lyjorth Skunk River,' Used as an outdoor laboratory and 
classroom, and as an environmental research area. The 
timber includes white oak, basswbod, shagbark and/pignut 
hickory, walnut; j^h, cutleaf maple, and willow. Larch, 
spruce, and red pine have been set out as a conservation 
planting and for research. Wild flowers cover the wooded 
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79 -POWESHIEK 
(continued) 



NAME AND LOCATION 



Gonard Environmentiil 
RestfrchArea 

Coontinu^d) 



» Diamond Lake 

Yt mile west of Montezuma, Iowa 
along U.S. 63 

Pdweshiek County Conservation Board> 
Roger L. Reed, Executive Officer 
P. O. Box 389 
Montezuma Jowa 50171 

• Grinndi HistoHcal Museum' 
1125 Broad Street 
(near downtown area, just off 
oldU^.6) 

•Grinnell, Iowa 50112 




4 



Grinneil Historical Museum Society 
P.O. Box 22 
Grinneil, Iowa 50112 

Judge Michael Enich, President 
Spring Street 
Grinneil, Iowa 50112 



DESCRIPTION 



hillsides in the spring^The area includes a segment of the.; \ 
North Skunk River, a 14^cre lake with a marshy pojf^ion, 
and a .^0-acre arbpreturo. 

The tract was named in honor of Dr. Henry S. Conard, 
internationally recognized botanist, who retired from the 
faculty of Grinneil College in 1944 after 39 years of 
teaching there. He was an expert authority on bryology 
(mosses) and water -lilies, and was noted for his intense 
interest in preserving the natural environment^. Dr. Conard 
died in 1 971 at Haines City, Worida at the age of 97. 

A tract of 176 acres sufeoupfls part of Diamond Lake, the 
Montezuma city reservoirfllO acres]. The area consists of 
rolling hills covered with timber and grasses. Small game 
and songbirds are numerous. The park is use^ for , 
picnicking, boating, fishing, camping, and as an outdoor 
classroom for nature study. - 



Admission: Free; donations welcome 

Open: Tuesday Jthrough Sunday during summer, 2:00- 

5:00 p.m.; Friday and Saturday during winter, 
* 2:00-5:00 p.m.; dosed Monday; other times by 

appointnpent 

A collectibn of articles of historical or cultural value related 
to the Grinneil community, housed in the former residence 
of J. H. McMurray, Jr., a local businessman. The late 
•Victorian, 10-room home, built about 1896, with its ornate 
ligh,t^ oak woodwork and floors, provides an appropriate 
setting for the museum. On display is a unique desk-an 
"office in itself"- used by J. B. Grinneil; founder of the 
city; an airplane engine made by pioneer Grinneil aviator 
William C. (Billy) Robinson, the "Bird Man;" homemade 
toys; bid-tlme kitchen furnishings; and fancy jwearing 
apparel of the 1890's. 

Organized: 1950 
incorporated: 1958 

Meetings: Museum Auxilliary Board meets last Thursday of 

month,<except June and July 
Number of Members: 275 ^ 
Dues: $1.00 annual > ^ 

Owns and maintains the Grinneil Historical Museum (see 
above). 

The Society was organized by representatives of 4 women's 
clubs seeking a project for a community improvem*ent 
contest. The objective of the Society was to. collect. 
Grinnell-related articleSv of historic and cultural value or 
antiques from the earliest days of the city to the turn of the 
century. In 1951, the Society displayed these treasures 
from the past in rooms above^he old Cunningham Drug 
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79 -POWESHIEK 
(continued) 



GrInneH Historical Museum Society 
(continued). 



80 > RINGGOLD 




Caledonia, Iowa 
Lotts Creek Township 
Southeast of Mount Ayr, Iowa 



Mount Ayr 
IS 



• 'Ringgold Cdunty Historical Sbciety 
Mount Ayr, lowa^ 

Charles P. ^ennett. President 
R.R.I 

Mount Ayr, Iowa 50854 
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Store. A fire in 1954 destroyed the entire building and 
nearly everything in it. Additionai articles were collected 
and, in^ 1965, the museum was moved to its present 
quarters. * ■ ^ - . 

Markers indicate the site of the J. B, Grinnell home and the 
communaJ Long House, a log strqcture built by the city 
founders. Mr. Grinnell was an ardentabolitionist and aided 
John Brown in maintaining the Underground Railroad. 

Settled in 1855 by the Walter, Swigart, andl,Stuck families, 
and nartied Caledonia for a name used in Sif\ Walter Scott's 
Lady of the Lake. A historical marker wasjerected in 1972 
by l^inggold County Historical Society at the site^The 
town, perched on a narrow ridge between Lotts Creek and 
East Fork, was a thriving community with a population of 
270 by 1880, and promise of a brilliant future. It was the 
only town in that part of the county except for Ringgold 
City, which then consisted of a store and trading post, 
Caledonia had severaLchurches, a school, post office, hotel, 
lodges, general stores, harness shop, blacksmith shops, 
stockyards, broom factory, dressmakers, and doctors. When 
the railroad was not built through' the town. It started to 
decline. Today the population of Lotts Creek Township is 
about 130. p , 

In 1934, Bonnie and Clyde and their gang of desperados ' 
stopped briefly in Caledonia, In their flight^Jrom the law 
they parked their car in the church yard and membefS'Of 
the gang bought gasoline and supplies at the store. Leaving 
.ahe town, they attempted to burn blood-soaked clothing 
worn by a wounded member of the gang on the Frank 
Warsh farm. i 

'Organized: U 
^ncorporatedf 1942 

feef/W^s: /Annual-late July or early August; others as 
\Nurhbemof Members: 175 

i[Dwes:p.O0annua1 * ^ : 

I Courtpouse Open: MondaV through Friday, 8:00 a.m.- * ^ 
^ 5:00 p.m. 

ioneer Center Open: Sundays and holidays 1:00^5:00 
p.m.. May 1 0ctober 15; other times by appointment 

Maintains a small historical museum located on the second 
floor of the Ringgold County Courthouses^ in Mount Ayr, 
displaying items of Jocal intdr^st, and the Ringgold County " 
Pioneer Center in Ellston, Iowa. 

A pioneer cottage, built in 1864 by Elihue and Imeline 
Lucas Cornwall, and restored and furnished - fey their 
great-grandson, Cecil Cornwall. The home was presented to 
the Soci^y by members of the family and moved to the . 
town park in Ellston. A collection of pictures, papers, 
books, and articles pertaining to Ringgold County is 
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Ringgold County Historical Society 
(continued) 



DESCRIPTION 



r 




81 SAC 




Sac City 
D-3 



I South Central Cliapter, 
Iowa Archeological Society 
Mount Ayr, Iowa 

Herburt Sovereign, President 
906 North Taylor 
Mount Ayr, Iowa 50854 

t Grant Park 

1% miles northwest of 
Auburn, low^a 



Sac (^ount^i^ri^glnif^ Board 
Muriel Minglih, SeWetary 
Auburn, Iowa 51433 

. ] . 



maintained. On the grounds are plants and articles found in 
a farmyard of the 1860-1900 period. A collection of 
horse-drawn vehicles and ^rly tractor farm etiulpment is 
located in the '50- x 100-foot Old Telephone Factor\^Farm 
Machinery and Rural Life Museum, which adjoins the park 
and cottage. The factory, was built in 1914 by promoters 
apd no telephones were ever made there. The tpuilding was 
presented to the Society in 1970. The museum also 
contains the southern Iowa Old TimeThresherman's Hall of 
Fame. 

The Society has marked the 1855 site of old Marshalltown, 
(Caledonia (see above), and Ringgold City, ail abandorted 
pioneer towns. What is said to be the largest buffalo wallow , 
irii the present State of Iowa has been identified with an 
explanatory sign. Located between Beaconsfield and 
Kellerton, the wallow covers about 3 Acres^is about 20 feet 
deep, and has seldom been dry. 

Also sponsored by the Society are Ringgold County 
historical tours, an annual "Old Timers Day," educaticffial 
tours for school children, and a weekly newspaper column, 
'■'History Highlights." Assistance is given to members doing 
family and genealogrcal research. 

Organized: August20, 1969 < 
Meetings: Fourth Wednesday of month, 7:30 p.m. ^ 
Number of Members: T2 

A regional chapter of the Iowa Archeological Society (see 
Cherokee County). Activities include listing and reporting 
archeological sites, checking new construction areas, and' 
studying Indian life. 

Established: 1963 ^ 

A 98'acre parcel of land, bordering both sides of the 
Raccoon River, including a low flood plain area and a ridge, 
ab^ut SO feet high, covered wfth hardwood timber and 
underbrush native to the region. In the spring, there is an 
excellent display of y/v^ild flowers. , 

The tract is part of the section in which Grant City was 
located*-the first town founded in Sac County. The Indians 
first called the settlement Big Grove. This name was 
changed to Grant City wh^en Ulysses S. Grant was elected 
President. A dam and mill was once located just above the 
park area, and just east of here was a pit that furnished clay 
for the brick and tile plant. Houses built of theses bricks 
may still be seen in Grant City ^nd Auburn, Iowa. When the 
Chicago and North Western Railway was built, it bypassed 
Grant City, and, in the late 1800's, a disastrous cyclone 
swept through here .destroying most of the town's business 
district. Very little OJF the town was ever rebuilt. 

The park is used for picnicking, river fishing, individual and 
group camping, hiking, and winter sports. The entire area 
serves as an outdoor classroom for the study of natural 
sciences. 
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81 -SAC 

(continued) 



• HaggePark ' ^ 
2% miles south of Sac City, Iowa 

\ <3r • 

Saa County Conservation Board 
Muriel Minglin, Secretary ' 
Auburn, fovva 51433 



Lake View Historical Society 
257 Crescent Park Drive (summer) 
51 1 Harrison (winter) 
Lake View, fowa 51450 

V 

^rs. Frances Rogers, President ev 
Lake View, Iowa 51450 



Establi^ed: 1965 




Lubeck Forest 

Vz mile north of Sac City, Iowa 



Sac County Conservation Board 
Muriel Minglin, Secretary 
Auburn, Iowa 51433 



Reiff Park and Wildlife Ar^ 

1% miles south of Earjy, low?a, 
along U.S. 20-71 

Sac County Conservation Board 
Muriel Minglin, Secretary 
Auburn, Iowa 51433 

S&c County l^istorical Society , 
'Sac City, Iowa 

Mrs. Reuben (Mildred) Griffith 
»812 Main Street 
Sac City, Iowa 50583 



A scenic area of 85 acre^raddling the Raccoon River* and 
consisting of ,rolling*^Obgrass pasture and hardwood 
timber, primarily hickory and oak. The land was acquired 
from Emma Hagge. There are facilities for picnickers, 
campers, f ishermen, hikers, and winter sportsmen. The area 
is also ideal for outdoor cjassroom activities. 

Organized: 1965 
Meetings: As called 
Number of Members: 50 
Dwessr . $0.50 ^ 
Admission to Cabin: Free 

Cabin Open: Sunday, 2:00-5:00 p.m., June to September 

^ The Society'^as restored and furnished an old log cabin, 
" located 1 bjock east of C^:escent Campground ^long Black 
Hawk Lake in Lake View. Hostesses in* old-fashioned 
costumes are present during the summer to tell about the 
cabin and its contents. 

£!) ., 

In 1870, David Belt built the cabin along the Raccoon ' 
River 5 miles east of Lake View. I t o took 2 years to 
complete, during which time the family lived in a dugout. 
The walnut logs used In the cabin were obtained from 
around Sac City, where larger trees were to be found. The 
r/sf-story building was moved to its present location in the 
1920's. 

A heavily wooded area of 28 acres, located on a hrgh bluff 
near the Raccoon River, acquired from Kenneth and Doris 
Lubeck. There are horseback and foot*, trails through the 
area providing an opportunity for- nature study. Picnicking 
^nd Ishirtg are other activities permitted, and, during the 
winti- months, the many hills provide an opportunity ior 
skiing and sledding. 

, Rolling hills, a small pond, rfver fishing access, a wildlife 
refuge, nature trails, campsites, and a picnic area are 
included in this 80-acre traiiit along the Boyer River, the 
park, utilized by edycationai and study groups, is named 
for the former owner, Margaret Reiff. 



incorporated: April 29, 1942 
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^2- SCOTT 




• .Aliens Grove I 

Aliens Grovefpwnship, 
nearOon^ue/ldwa 

• A Little Bit O'^eaven 
Palmer Co^legej of Chiropractic 
808 Brady Street / 
Davenport, lo\|va 52803 



Davenport 
fA3 



V 



Bix Beiderbepke Memorial Society 
?225 West l7^h Street 
Paveaport, foWa 52804 

Don O'Dette, president ' 




DESCRIPTION 



A campsite occupied by Indians and containing virgin soil 
and timber of the original' Black Hawk Purchase of 183?. It 
is maintained at the Camp Fire Girls campsite. 

Opened to Public: July 1 , 192^ 
Admission: $t .00; children under .J ^^SQ 
Open: Daily, 10:00^a.m.'5:00 p.m„*M€morial Day through 
Labor Day , 

An exotic garden with statues, shrines, idols, b^ls, a small 
chapel, waterfalls, and mementoes collected by Dr. B. J* 
Palmer (the developer of chiropractic) during his world - 
travels. . 

//Tcorpor^teflf: December 8, 1971 ^ 

Number of Members'^10^ 

Dwes.- $5.00 annugil ^ * * * 

A non-profit organization formed to perpetuate the 
memory of Leon Bismarck (Bix) Beiderbecke (1903-31). 
The annual Bix Beiderbecke Memorial Jazz Festival in 
Davenport was initiated in 1972, and draws fans from all 
over the country. Plans include a Beiderbecke Memorial on 
the Mississippi riverfront, 'a scholarship fund for deserving 
•young jazz nrusicfans, ,and purchase of the Beiderjsecke 
home at 1934 Grand Avenue to use as a museum for Six 
meniora^ilia and mementos .of the jazz age. The boyhood 
home of ,the legendary jazz cornet player, pianist, and 
feprriposer IS Q 2*story frame house. - . 

s " .- • 

Although Bix didn't study music formally, heeamefrom a 
musical family, ^and was fascinated by jazz. He was* 
undoubtedly influenced by jazz bands he heard on Missis- 
sippi riverboats that^docked at Davenport, and by Dixieland 
bands he heard in Chicago while attending high school 
there. Bix quit ^school and played with many of the early 
}azz bands during the 1920's including the Wolverines, 
Charlie Straight, Frankle Trumbauer, Jean Goldkette and 
Paul Whiteman. He is probably best knovyn for 
c his own composition. In a Mist, which he recorded as a 
piano solo, and his improvised solo of Singin' the Blues. A 
talented, sensitive, and imaginative ^musician, Bix has had a 
profound influence on the world of jazz, Paul Whiteman 
said that "Bix was not only the greatest musician I have 
^ ever known, he was also the greatest gentleman," and added 
ahat ''he had a sure instinct for musical perfection , , ." 
Beiderbecke died of pneumonia In NevrYork City after a 
year of illness. His grave is in Oakdale Cemetery in 
Da\ienport.<i* 
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82-SGOJT 
(cohtinued) 

I 



• Buffalo Bill Cody Homestead 

3 miles sputhwest of McC^,u$land, \owa 

Scott County Conservation Board : 
Daniel L. Nagle, Executive Officer 
Scott County Courthouse 
Davenport, Iowa 52801 




• Buffalo Bill Museum 
River Drive 
LeClaire, Iowa 52753 

Mrs. Harold Kennedy, Cui^tor 
P.O. Box 1 

LeClaire, Jowa 52753 



EKLC 



Dedicated: May 28, 1967 
Open: Saturday and Sunday, Noon'5:00 p.m. 
LeClaire is the birthplace of William F. "Buffalo Bill" Cody 
(1846-1917), As a boy, he lived in at least 3 homes. One of 
these was moved from LeClaire,\|owa to Cody, Wyoming in 
1933 and restored there on the grounds of the Buffalo Bi„ll 
Museum. This home was made of hewn oak with mortised 
joints, and had walls covered with split oak lathe. It was 
purchased by Ralph Budd, president of the Chicago, 
Burlington, and Quincy Railroad from its owner. Captain 
Isaac Spinsby, for $1 50, dismantled and moved to Cody. 

The Cody Homestead, located on a 4-acre tract near 
McCausland, Is another of Buffalo Bill's boyhood homes, 
built of stone in 1847 by his father Isaac Cody, when BUI - 
was only V/2 years o]^. His younger sister was born here. 
.This is the only one of Buffalo Bill's boyfiqod homes still 
standing on an original site. A frame section^{now painted 
white) was added later by the McCausland family, who 
came from West Virginia. The house is unusual with its 
large closets, walnut door panels, rock fireplace with walnut 
mantel, and a spout made of walnut running through one 
wall for the purpose of draining waste water. As a boy, 
Buffalo Bill played in the yard and over the surrounding 
hills and timber. Isaac Cody managed the 7,000 acre farm, 
which was owned by the Breckenridge family, for about 3 
years. The Cody family left Iowa when Bill was only 8 
years old. In later years, he was a messenger boy. Pony 
Express rider, scout and soldier for' the Union, buffalo 
hunter, and owner of a Wild West Show. He died, almost 
penniless, in Colorado and Is buried there on Lookout 
Mountain. A brother, Samuel Cody, is buried in the 
Christian Church Cemetery at Long Grove, Iowa. The house 
near McCausland was donated to Save Our Landmarks, Inc. 
(see Scott County Historical Society below) by Roy Curtis, 
and partially restored and furnished. Later, the property " 
was deeded to Scott County Conservation Board and has 
been further improved, more furnishings added, and the . 
grounds improved and restored to appear as they didbwhen 
the Cody family lived here. A stagecoach, covered wagon, 
and buffalo (bison) may be seen. Picnicking is permitted on 
the grounds. 

Established: June 1957 
Admission: $0.50; children under 12, free 
Open: Daily, 9:00 a.m.'5:00 p.m.. May 1 to November 1 ; 

Saturday and Sunday only during winter months, 

10:00 a.m.-5:0D p.m. 
Museum Membership: 1 40 
Membership Dues: $1 .00 annual 

A memorial to Indians, pioneers, and steamboat days, ' 
operated by a nonprofit organization. ^The museum was 
formerly located In the old City Hall, but moved to a new 
60-x 40-foot brick building opened on June 10, 1971 . The 
new museum is adjacent to the Lone Star, a wooden hull 
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82 -SCOTT 
(continue) 



Buffalo Bill Mu$cum 
(continued) 




Camp McCletlan 
Lindsay Park 
Davenport, Iowa 



stern-wheeler in dry dock^long the Mississippi RIyer. The* 
boat was originally built in 1868 at Lyons, Iowa as ^'27-ton 
side-wheel, seared boat for general towing purposes. It was 
rebuilt in 1890 as a stern- Wheeler, and increased in size and 
tonnage. The old riverboat was decommissioned and taken 
out of service April 21, 19®. This last working steamboat 
on the Upper Mississippi has been kept just as itwasv«/hen 
<it operated on the river. The museum displays preserve 
documents and mementoes related to the history of the 
town of LeClaire*-a rafting town, the home of river pilots, 
and the 'birthplace of William F. "Buffalo Bill" Cody 
(February 26, 1846-Januarv 10, 1917). (See Buffalo Bill 
Cody Homestead, above,) 

The new museum building was made possible largely 
through a donation^from James Ryan, a former resident of 
LeClaIre who gained fame and fortune as an inventor. 
Included in the museum displays are /airplane flight 
recorders, one of his many inventions. Also to be seen are 
articles associated wi^ Buffalo Bill (Wild West Show color 
posters, rifles owned l}y Cody, and photographs), Indian 
arrowheads and stone axes found in the Crow Creek area 
near Middle Road, beaded bags made by Indians held 
captive at Camp McCleilan (see below), models of early 
steamboats, old photographs of LeClaire, Civil War 
mementoes, early farming and blacksmithing equipment, 
antique dishes, doll furniture, and riverboat memorabilia. 

The Green Tree, a huge elm with a spread of about 200 
feet, formerly stood along the banks of the Mjssissiplpi at 
LeClaire. Antoine LeClaire met with Indians and early 
settlers under the tree, for which the old Green Tree Inn 
was named. A victim of Dutch elm disease, the tree was cut 
down in 1964. A bronze plaque marks the spot where the 
elm once stood. On display in the museum Is a huge slab of 
^ood cut from the base of the famed tree. 

LeClaire was also the home of Captain James Buchanan 
Eads, the engineer who erected the bridge at St. Louis 
bearing his name. His father, Thomas Eads, who was the 
inventor of a diving bell, built a frame house here in 1836. 

Established: August 1861 

A boulder and tablet mark the site of Camp McCleilan, a 
rendezvlous for Iowa VofUnteer Regiments during the War 
of the Rebellion. Located opposite the island of Rock 
Island, the 1,(X)0-acre military est^lishment was where 
most of the recruits from Iowa were trained and drilled 
during the Civil War, prior to assignment to companies and 
regiments in the fifeld. There were 48,000 Union soldiers 
quartered here in some 30 barracks, each 22 x 24 feet and 
equipped with 52 double berths. In 1862, some 400 Sioux 
Indians were imprisoned here following the massacre in 
Minnesota. At the close of the Civil War, during 1865 and 
1866, approximately 45 out of the 60 Iowa Volunteer 
Regimental and Battery organizations were paid off and 
disbanded at Camp McCleilan. 
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• Qaim House 

1329 CoMego Aveoue 
Davenport, Iowa 



• Credit bland 

West River Drive 
Davenport, Iowa 



Davenport Municipal Art Gallery 
1737 West 12th Street 
Davenport, Iow{J ^2804 

Lawrence Hoffman, Director 



• Fejervary Rark 

West end of 12th Street 
Davenport, Iowa 



• First Mississippi River Bridge 
Davenport, Iowa 



A wooden house, said to be the first frame house 4n 
Wisconsin Territory, end the oldest remaJoing in Davenport. 
St was built in 1833 by George L. Davenport, q son of 
Oofionel George Davenport (see Rode Island, belowK 
Materials for the homo were not available So^lly, so were 
brought from Ciodnnat! by steamboat. The Claim House 
was originally Bocated nrarcr-tho river, on land given by the 
Indians to the voung white son of their friend, ColonoS 
Davenport, in 1832. The vifooden structure was originally 
16 K 18 feet. It has been- moved severa! times and greatly 
changed. The original beams of rough-hewn lumber may 
still be seen in the attic. The home is privately owned. 

i 

Acquired by City: 1918 ^ ^ 

An island park, the [opation of one of -the e^jrliest trading 
posts west of the Mi^issippi, and the site of the Battle of 
Credit Island during the War of 1812. Chief Black Hawk 
• and 1 ,000 of his Indian brav^, aided >y a detachment of 
British soldiers, were victorious over 334 American soldiers 
under the command of Major Zachary Taylor (later 
President of the United States) on September §, 1814. Thq 
British had previously been informed by the Indians that a 
large expedition of American troops had left St. Louis for 
the Upper Missi^ippi River on August 21. 

Organized: 192S 
Admi^ion:^Pree 

Open: Tuesday through Friday, noon4:30 p.m.; Saturday, 
10.00 b.m.-4;30 p.m.; Sunday, 1 .00-4:30 p.m.; 
closed Monday and holidays 

Contains collections of paintings, sculptures, and decorative 
art. Oft display are works oT European and contemporary 
American artiste, including Grant - Wood, and a 
Mexican-Colonial exhibit. 

« Admission to Zoo: $0,15 

Zoo Operl: Daily during summer; weekends from mid-May 
to June 10 and from Labor Day to end of 
September 

The 75-acre park, on wooded bluffs, features a children's 
zoo built around Mother Goose diaracters. About 50 
monkeys live on Monkey Island during the summer. The 
park includes the 21 -acre estate formeriy owned by Cpunt 
Nicholas FejerVary, who came to Davenport from his native 
Hungary in 1853, and died here in 1895. 

^.Ahe first bridge to span the Mississippi River was built in 
1853-56. The site is now identified by markers. One of 
these is made of stone from an original bridge pier and is 
located on the north shore at the western ervd of the Island 
of Rock Island. The north abutment' of the bridge is 
marked by a boulder at thejunction of 3rd and 4th Streets 
In Davenport. The first train to cross this railroad bridge 

^ __ 
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(continued) 



First Mississippi River Bridge 

(eominaedS 




Foit Armstrong 

End of Govemnnent Bridge 
on Rock Island, between 
Davenport, Iowa and 
Rock island, niinois* 



was on ApriS 22, 1856 and consisted of a tocomotlvo and 8 

Within a n^onth of its openino, this brldos was badly 
damaged by tlie steamboat £fffG4ft0i? which struck one of 
the bridge piers and caught fire. Thorivermen had tried to 
stop tRe building of the brtdgo and after this disaster the 
aso was brought to c^urt in Hurd et al vs Railroad Bridge 
Company, The river interests hired lawyer Stephen Douglas. 
Representing the railroad company in the case was a young 
attorney, Abraham Lincoln, who wan the suit. This 
decision set , a precedent giving the legal right to construct 
bridges across navipble streams. 

This bridge was destroyed by fire and replaced in 1894 by 
the Government Rail-Auto Bridge at Second and Le Claire 
Strgets. The draw span ls,constructed to make a 360-degree 
turn to let large rivorboats and barges through Lock and 
Dam No. 15. 

9 

The "Guardian of the Mi^issippi," built in 1816 on Rock 
Island, opposite Davenport, on a high bluff above the rapids 
that btjgan at this point. Its purpose was to control access 
to th^ Upper Mississippi from St. Louis, Missouri to the 
lead mines at Galena, Illinois. The fort was occupied from • 
1816-36. During the War of 1812, 4 years before the fort 
was built, the British and their Indian allies had a cannon 
nrwunted on the bluff. Most of the activity^of ^e Black 
Hawk War of 1832 centered around this fort. The^ conflict 
ended in Black Hawk's defeat. Vandals s4i fire' to the old 
fort in 1855, destroying the barracks and a blod<house. In 
1916, a replica of one of the 3 blockhouses constituting the 
original fort was built. 



John Emerson, post surgeon at Fort Armstrong, was the 
owner of the famous slave, Dred Scott, subject of the 
bitterly contested issue of slavery in the Federal territories. 
The site of the home in which master and slave lived is at 
217 East Second Street in Davenport. Dr. Emerson died at 
the LeClaire house in Davenport in 1843 before the public 
became aware of Dred Scott and the famous Supreme 
Court decision. Dr. Emerson is buried in the Old City 
Cemetery in Davenport. 

A white marble jnonument just inside the cemetery 
entrance marks the burial place of Antoine LeClaire 
(December 15, 1797- September/25, 1861) and his wife 
Marguerite (October 16, 1802-Oct6t3Br 18, 1876). LeClaire, 
the son of a French Canadian and of the granddaughter of a 
Pottawattamie Indian chief, founded the town of 
Davenport in 1836. At the site of the house he built in 
1B32, LeClaire ,'^s a friend and interpreter for the Indians, 
consummated the early treaties between the United States 
Government and the Sac and Fox Tribes. These treaties 
served as the basis for rights of title to much of the l&nd. 
now included in the -State of Iowa. Some time after 
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Gr^e of Antoine LeClaire 

Mt. Calvary Cemetery 

(formerly St. Marguerite's Cemetery) 

803 East 39th Street 

Davenport, Iowa 
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Grave of Antoine LeOaire 



John JVI. Browning Memorial Museum 
Rock Island Arsenal 

Dorrell E. Garrison, Curator 
Rock Island Jllinols 61201 



Phebe W. Sudlow IVIarker 
Sudlow Junior High School 
1414 East Locust Street 
Davenport. Iowa 




ERIC 



LeClaire abandoned the house as a residence in 1854, it 
•^rved as the fir^ railroad depot west of the Mississippi'on 
the Mississippi and Missouri Railroad, which became part of 
the Chicago, Rock. Island, and Pacific Railway, LeClaire 
sold the land he was given by the government, together 
with other Jand he had acquired, to' a group of men 
including Colonel George Davenport, an Englishman Who 
had settled in the area, and for whom the town of 
Davenport was named. It was to Antoine LeClaire that 
Chief Black Hawk dictated his autobiography. Many of the 
papers and belongings of Antoine and ^Marguerite Le Claire 
may be seen at Putnam Museum (see below). 

Establish^: July 1905; rededicated in 1959 
Admission: fme n 

Open: Wednesday through Sunday, 1 1 :00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.; 
closed Monday and Tuesday; open holidays except 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 

Originally the Rock Island Museum, containing one of the 
largest military arms oDllections in the Mississippi Valley. 
This is now a memorial to the "father"" of automatic 
weapons, which include the U5. Automatic Pistpl, Model 
1911 (Colt); the Browning U.S. Machine Gun, Model 1917; 
and the BT^.R., U.S. Automatic Rifle, Model 1918. In the 
museum are weapons dating from pre-Revolutlonary War 
times to the present, including weapons captured from 
Indian battles, the Civil -War, Spanish-American War, the 
Boxer Rebellion, World Wars I and ll^^and the Korean 
Conflict. Both U.S. and foreFgn small arms and artillery and 
accessories are on display, especially equipment produced 
at Rock Island Arsenal. Many other items of historic 
interest to this area are also on display. 

A bronze marker dedicated October 1, 1936 to Phebe 
(Phoebe)^ W. Sudlow (183M922), who served as 
superintendent of the Davenport Public Schools (1874-78). 
She first taught school in Scott County in the Round Grove 
School when she moyed to Iowa from Ohio in 1856. Miss 
Sudlow was the first woman to serve as a principal and as a 
city superintendent of public schools in the United States 
and was the first woman to serve as president of the Iowa 
State Teachers Association (1876-77). In 1878, she was 
elected to a professorship at The State University of Iowa, 
where she taught until 188f • Miss Sudlow was a vigorous 
exponent oiF women's rights and expressed herself pointedly 
on the subject. Her arguments for equal pay for men and 
women influenced not only the Davenport School Board, 
but other bqards throughout the Middle West. She was over 
90 years old when it was voted to change the name of East 
Intermediate School to the Phoebe W. Sudlow Intermediate 
School as a befitting memorial to her character and 
influence. ^ 
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Putnam Museum 

(Formerly Davenport Museum)' 

1717 West 12th Street 
Davenport, Iowa 5280,4 

Joseph Cartwright, Director 




Quad City Area Archeological Society 
Davenport Museum 
1717 West 12th Street 
Davenport, Iowa 52804 

Ferrell Anderson, President 
1530 West Kimberly Road 
Davenport, Iowa 52806 
or 

Darrell Doss, Treasurer 
2131 Myrtle 
Davenport, Iowa 52804 



Rock Island 

In Mississippi River, 
south of Davenport, Iowa, 



Established: December 14, 1867; present building completed 
in 1584 

Admission: $QJBi children $0.25; school classes free 
Ope/?; Monday through Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m,; 

Sunday, 1:00-5:00 p.m. 
Museum Membership: 2000 

Membership Dues: $10,00 annual; $15.00 joint; $5.00m 
student; $3.00 junior; $50.00 contributing; $100.00 
sustaining; $500.00 life ' v 

This third oldest museum west of the Mississippi contains 
outstanding exhibits of local, regional, and river history; 
tools; household furnishings; textiles; costumes; 10,000 
coins and stamps; milit|Ki7 and transportation items; old 
pictures; and manuscripts and documents. Amongithe items 
on display is the original Black Hawk Treaty, 'signed in 
1832 at what is now Fifth and Pershing Streets, following 
negotiations between Chief Black Hawk and General 
Winfield Scott. This treaty opened up the area to white 
settlement. Here also are the papers of Judge James Grant, 
an early settler who was said to be the highest paid lawyer 
in the United States during his era. The natural science 
collections include minerals, rocks, and fossils; shells; 
insects; rpammals; birds; displays on archeology, anthro- 
polcwy, and ethnology of the Americas, Europe,. Asia, 
Afri^,' Egypt, and the Pacific area; and a herbarium. The 
art collection includes primitive art, water colors, oils, 
prints, and sculptures. The B. J. and Mabel H. Palmer 
Memorial Collection is located in a separate wing. There are 
also changing and traveling exhibits. The library includes 
50,000 volumes on history, science, and art. A World' 
Adventure Series (motion picture travelogues With lec- 
turers) and other film showings, lectures by outstanding 
authorities, environmental workshops, and field trips are 
sponsored. The museum was renamed in 1974 to honor the 
Pytnam family, the primary benefactors. , 

Organized: 1969 

Meetings: Last Tuesday of every other month, 7:30 p.m., 

September through May 
Number of Members: 35 
Dues: $2.00 annual; $3.00 family; $1.00 student 

A regional chapter of the Iowa Archeological Society (see 
Cherokee County) and the Illinois Association for 
Advancement of Archaeology. Field trips and salvage 
excavations are held duripg the summer. Indoor meetings 
feature speakers on some aspect of archeology. The chapter 
actively engages in programs devoted to the preservation of 
archeological sites and materials. Artifacts are displayed at 
Davenport Museum (see above). 

The island of Roc^ Island Is situated in the Mississippi River 
between the cities of Davenport, Iowa and Rock Island, 
Illinois. The island is about 3 miles long and up to 3/4 of a 
mile wide, and contains 945 acres. This was a popular spot 
with the Indians and man^ of their ancient mounds are 
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Rock IsJand 
(continued) 




St. Anthony's Cfiurch 
417 Main Street 
Davenport, Iowa 52801 



St. Mary's Chape! 
901 Tremont Street 
Davenport, Iowa 



1 



located on the island. In 1804, the island was acquired from 
^ the Indians by treaty. This treaty was never recognized by 

Chief Black Hawk and subsecfuent events finally led to the 
' Black Hawk War of 1832. 

ColoT!6l George Davenport, for whom the , town of 
Davenport was named, first settled on the island in 1816. 
Although Davenport was an Englishman, he fought for the 
Americans in the War of 1812^and served in the U.S, Army 
before coming tq Fort Armstrong, where he had the agency 
for supplying government trodps with provisions. He built a 
double log cabin in 1817 and began trading with the 
.Indians, finally selling out to the American PmjC^mpany. 
In 1833 he replaced his log cabin with a large 2-story 
Colonial home, which has been partially restored. It was in 
this home that Colonel Davenport was munJered by bandits 
on July 4, 1845 while his family was attending a picnic 
celebration. The 7 robbers were apprehended and 
convicted- ^ 

Also on th^arsenal grounds are the National Cemeteryji 
established in 1865, the site of a Confederate Priso^ 
established in 1863, and a Confederate Cemetery where the 
bodies of 1,961 prisoners who yjed while^nfined here 
during the Civil War have been buried; 1 1 bodies have since 
been removed to their home states. 

The original church was erected in~Y837 and was 
Davenport's first church. This church was designed by 
Father Samuel Mazzuchelli, while Antoine LeClaire was 
responsible for the construction and a major ppm of the 
financing. The 1837 churqh is now used for the parish 
school. In 1853, a rough-cut stone church of modified 
Georgian architecture was built; it has become a landmark 
in the city. 

A plaque placed in the entry to St. Mary's Chapel at St. 
Katharine's-St. Mark's School is dedicated to Marion 
Crandell (1873-1918), who was the first American woman 
killed in WorW War I while in active service. The inscription 
on the memorial plaque reads: ''Marion Crandell...First 
American Woman Killed In World War at St. 
Menehould...March 27, 1918." Miss Crandell was born in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. She taught French for 2 years at St. 
Katharine's School in Davenport, Iowa before enlisting 
through the Y.M.C.A. on January 19, 1918 for assignment 
in canteen work in France. As a young girl she had studied 
in France and spoke 4he language fluently. Miss Crandell 
was killed by a German bomb in the village of St. 
Menehould while leaving the French soldiers' canteen where 
she worked as a volunteer. She was buried overseas in a 
military cemetery, the only woman's grave among 6,000 
French soldiers. 

A house in Davenport was purchased as a memorial and 
opened for faculty housing In 1923. The home was named 
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SCOTT » * 
(continued) 



St. Mary% Chapel 

{continued) ^ 



• Scott County Genealogical Society 
Davenport, Iowa 

Mrs. Mary Lou Hall, ^ 
' Cprresponding Secretary 
2623 North Zenith Avenue 
Davenport Jowa 52804 

• Scott County Historical Society 
(Formerly Save Our Landmarks, Inc.) 

^ Davenport, Iowa 

Mrs. Edna G, Untiedt, President 
2812 Marquette 
Davenport, Iowa 52804 
or 

Mrs* Walter P. Keller, Seaetary 
R.R.I 

Davenport, Iowa 52804 




Crandell House and was occupied by teachers until 1969 
when it was sold by the school. Located just off the 
campus, the house is now used as a private residence. 

f 

St. Katharine's-St. Mark's is now a oo-reducational school, 
with pupils enrolled from preschool age through high 
school. It was founded by the Episcopal Church in 1884. 

On May 30, 1921, trees were planted on the Statehouse 
grounds in Des Moines in memory of Miss Crandeii and 9 
other women (Red Cross workers and nurses) who died 
during World War I, or in military camps or while on 
foreign duty, 

A local chapter of the Iowa Genealogical Society (see Polk 
County). The 1882 History of Scott County was 
reproduced with a new name index in 1975, * 



Organized: Septefiftiber 1969 
incorporated: October 1969 

Meetings: Third Tuesday of month, 7:30 p.m., at various 
locations 

Numi}er of Members: / . ' 

Di/es." $3.00 annual * 

A Society concerned with promoting and maintaining an 
interest in local history, erecting historical markers, 
participating in. historical observances, collecting his- 
torical materials, and preserving historic landmarks in 
Scott County! The Cody Homestead (see Buffalo Bill Cody 
Homestead, above) near McCausland is one of the 
properties on which much work has been done. A log cabin, 
originally built in 1837 by a Mr. Arbel, 1 mile west of l^ong 
Grove, has also been moved to Walnut Grove Village in 
Scott County Park (see below), and restored and furnished. 
The village also includes a rural school, old blacksmith 
shop, depot, and general store. The Summit Presbyterian 
Church, built in 1859 in Lincoln Township at the corner of 
Uti^ Ridge Road and the Black Hawk Trail, north of 
Davenport, is owned by the Society and is used as a 
njuseum and meeting place. Summit Cemetery is adjacent 
to the church. The depot at Donahue, Iowa is being 
restored. The Society also catalogues, maps, renovates 
cemeteries; sponsors county tours, presents displays and 
historic progranr^, and conducts genealogical research. 

A sun-dried brick or adobe house, unu^al for this part of 
the country, is located at Long Grove. A wooden frame 
house has been built over the original home, preserving the 
old wafts. The property is privately owned (contact* Mrs. 
Robert- Lage, Long Grove, Iowa 52756). 
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• Scott County P^rk 

3 miles east of Long Grove, Iowa, or 
~ 9 miles north of Davenport, Iowa, 

off U. S. 61. 

Scott County Conservation Board 
Daniel L. Nagle, Executive Officer 
Scott County Courthouse 
Davenport, Iowa 52801 



Dedicated: June 19, 1965 



• Elk Horn Creek Recreation Area 
^ 1 mile west and V/i miles south 
of Elk Horn, Iowa 

Shelby County Conservation Board 
John Gpeser, Executive Director 
Defiance, Iowa 51527 



• n/bntenoPdrk 

8 miles northwest of 
Defiance, Iowa 

Shelby County Coilservation Board 
John Goeser, Executive Director 
Defiance, Iowa 515^7 

• Nishna Valley Genealogical Society 
Harlan, Iowa 

Mrs. Raymond Petersen, 
Corresponding Secretary 
R.R.2,Box 186 
Harlan, Iowa 51537 

• Shelby County Historical Society 
Harlan, Iowa . 

Mrs. Gaillard R. Heflin, President 
R.R.4 

Harlan, Iowa 51537 



A 1,270-acre park in the northeastern part of Scot^County, 
offering an opportunity for outdoor recreation, picnicking, 
camping, horseback riding, hiking) fishing, and swimming. 
^ The area includes lakes, grassy meadows, and rugged 
wilderne^, and abounds in wildlife ~ birds, fox, deer, 
raccoons, beavers, rabbits, woodchucks) muskrats, mink, 
and weasels. The nature trails have signs identifying trees, 
shrubs, and other native plants.' Mahy of the areas In the 
park have been given names to describe the surroundings, or 
are derived from the Sac and Fox Indians who once roamed 
over this land. 

Walnut Grove Pioneer Village, near the north boundary of 
the park, includes a pioneer log cabin, rural school, 
blacksmith shop, depot, and general store, all appropriately 
furnished. The log cabin, schoolhouse, and blacksmith? shop 
^^rigipal buildings, moved from other locations. 

Stones from the old Scott County Courthouse have been 
erected as a memorial by the Scott County Pioneer Settlers 
Association. 

A 60-acre multi-purpose outdoor recreation area providing 
opportunities for picnicking, camping, hiking, fishing, 
hunting, and nature study. The area is about 60 percent 
forested with a variety of hardwood trees. During the 
spring, mushrooms may be found in the moist humus of the 
north-facing slopes. Elk Jiorn Creek flows continuously 
through the area. Foundations made of hand-cut limestone 
blocks may still be seen on the ridge top along the 
southeastern boundaries of the site. The buildings have long 
since been moved away. 

A 75-acre park In which are locatecHWanteno Cemetery and 
Manteno Hall. The town of Manteno existed from 1856 to 
around 1900. The church, driginally Methodist,* was 
subsequently used by the Latter Day Saints. There are 
facilities in the park for boating, fishing, horseback riding, 
picnicking, and camping. 



Organized: 1973 

Meetings: Second Sunday in February, /SprW, June, and 
October. 

A locafl chapter of the Jowa Genealogical Society (see Polk 
County). Members have recorded cemetery inscriptions and 
early marriage records of Shelby County. 

Organized: Jar^ary 24, 196S 

Meetings: Fourth Sunday of each month, except August 

and December 
Number of Members: 130 
Dues: $2.00 annual 
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Shelby County Historical Society 
(continued) 



Promotes interest in ''local history, in cooperation with 
other civic groups. In January 1970, a log cabin built in 
1857 vyas purchased, and restored as a museum. The cabin 
was located in Grove Township on land obtained on a 
swampland grant to John A, Mcintosh from the State of 
Iowa. Mcintosh, ope of the first settlers in Shelby County, 
play)pd an active part in its development, and was a trusted . 
friend of the Indians. When the Indian, Yellow Smoke, was 
mortally wounded by other Indians, he crawled to the old 
cabin door and requested that "Uncle Mcintosh" give him a 
white man's burial. This rite was carefully carried out and 
Yellow Smoke was buried on a knoll not far from the 
cabin's original location. In September 1970, the Mcintosh^ 
log cabin was moved from its original site in Gattand's 
Grove (settled in 1848 by Abraham Galland), to Potter's 
Park in Harlan and first opened to visitors in 1971, by 
appointment. A second log cabin {c. 1857), built by the 
Leiand family, was added later, together with a museum.. 
Society publications intlude the reporting of the 1915 Ed 
White Shelby County History, to which an index has beeri 
added. 

Other historic sites in Shelby County Include the first 
church in the county at Manteno (see Manteno Park, 
above), the old Stagecoach Trail at Portsmouth, a 17-acre 
virgin prairie located on the farm of Derald W. Dinesen (234 
miles north and 2 miles east of Harlan), and a meteorite 
(1865) in the Harlan Cemetery at the grave of William 
Wyland. 
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Orange City 
B-1 



Bif, Sioux Park 

6 miles northeast of 

Hawdrden, Iowa 

Sioux County Conservation Board 

Gerald Schiefen, Executive Officer 

R.R.I 

P. O. Box 39 

Hawarden, Iowa 51023 



A 147-acre^rea typical of Missouri River bottomland, with 
elevations ranging from 1,180 to 1,320 feet above sea level. 
The park, which slopes toward the Big Sioux River, is 
adjacent to Oak Grove Park (see below). A variety of 
indigenous trees, shrubs, grasses, and wild flowers may be 
seen here. Wildlife includes deer, badgers, opossums, 
raccoons, skunks, rabbits, squirrels, birds, and snak§s. The 
general area, like most of Sioux County, was predominantly 
settled by the Dutch in the 1800's. 

There are bridle trails, hiking trails, campsites, picnic areas, 
a toboggan and ski run, and a sledding area in the park. 
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Nevada 



0 Heritage Room and Hoeven Rdom 
Northwestern College Library .<> 
IDl Seventh Sfreet, S*W, 
Orange City Jowa 51041 

Professor Nelson Nieuwenhuls 



• Oak Grove Park 
6 nailes northeast of 
Hawarden, Iowa 

Si'OUx County Conservation Board 
Gerald Schiefen. Executive Officer 
R. R. 1, P. O.Box39 
Hawarderi, Iowa 51023 
or 

State Conservation Commission 
State Office Building 
, 300 Fourth Street 
Des Moines Jowa 50319 

• Sioux Cbunty Historical Sbciety 
Orange City, Iowa , 

Alan Hof land^ President 
322 -1st Street N.E/ 
Orange City, l6wa 51041 
or 

Mrs. James Doornink^ Secretary 

'323 Third NE 

Orange City, Iowa 51041 

• Ames High School Prairie 
West of Ames High School 
20th and Ridgewood 
Ames/lowa S0010 

Richard Trump 

1S11 «13th^reet 

Ames, Iowa 50010 
or 

Roger Q. Landers, Jr. 

3522 Ontario Road 

Ames, Iowa 50010 - « 



OESCftlPTION 



^mission: Free , 

Open: Daily except Sunday; evqnings Monday through 
Tfiursday 

- ' ■ • * ' • . ■ V ■ 

The Heritage Room contains books, pictures, and articles 
pertaining to the Dutch background of the college and the 
community. The Hoeven Room features mementoes of 
Charles B. Hoeven, Congressman from Iowa's Sixth District 
for 22 years. 

Established: 1924 ^ ' 

A scenic area of 102 acres, next to Big Sioux Park (see 
above). It is now operated under a management lease 
agreement between the State of Iowa and Sioux County. 
Most of the grove was originally owned by John Feikema, 
an early settler in the region, and It was used for several 
generations as a recreational area'jeven before the land was 
purchased by the State.. Present faciWies include picnic 
areas, hiking and fishing access trails, and a qamping area. 



Incorporated: July 1969 

Meetings: Annually in April; board meetings monthly 
Number of Members: 205 ^ 
Ones: $5.00 annual; $100.00 life' 

' In observance of the Centennial of Orange City in 1970, an 
old country schoolhouse of 1870 vintage was restored and 

N furnished by the Society with items typical of that early 
day. A museum is to be built. 

Acquired: 1956 

A 7y2-acre portion of a 22-acre natural area adjacent to 
Ames High School. As an outdoor classroom for high 
school and university students, "researchers, and nature 
lovers, the prairie provides an opportunity to evaluate and 
appreciate the natural environment and observe biological 
processes in the field. A wide variety of wild flowers and 
grasses may be seen through the seasons. More than 130 
plant? species have been identified. It is a living community 
of interdependent plants and animals that have evolved over 
the centuries. ^ 

Under the leadership of the Ames Conservation Council, 
efforts to preserve this unplowed tract of prairie and 
woodland were successful. A proposal to lease the tract to 
the Iowa Chapter of The Nature Conservancy, (see below) 
for a period of 49 years at $1 .00 per year was approved at a 
school election on September 14, 1970 by more than 80 
percent of the voters. The- area is managed by a 6-member 
committee including representatives from Ames 
Community School District, The Nature Conservancy, and 
the Ames Park Commission. ^ 
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(qontinued) 



Carrrpus of Iowa State Lfniversity 
Ames, Iowa ^ 




Community Historical Society 
Main Street 
Maxwell, Iowa 50161 

Mrs. Basil (Charlotte) Caple, President 
R. 1, Maxwell Iowa 50161 
or 

Mrs. J. Harper White, Historiaru 
R. R. 1, Maxwell, Iowa 50161 
or 

Miss Belva Swalwell, George 
Cook, and Jesse Parr, Curators 
Maxwell, Iowa 50161 



Cory Burying Ground 
South of Ames, Iowa, east of 
U.S. 169, or 200 yards /lorth 
of the Ames Sewage Disposal 
Plant 



DESCRIPTION 



Dedicated: September 27, 1970 

A $3,T million building named for 
George Washington Carver 
(1864-1943) the^ distinguished 
alumnus of Iowa State University 
who won fame as a scientist, 
teacher, and accomplished painter. 
The frail son of slave parents was 
born in Missouri and orphaned in 
infancy by Civil War marauders. 
Carver developed interests in music, 
painting, flowers, and the 
sciehces-a man of many talents. He 
enrolled at Simpson College in 
Indianola, 4owa (see Carver Hall, 
Warren County) at the age of 26^ 
.years^ transferring to the Ames 
campus In 1891 1 He was the first 
black student to enroll at Iowa 
State, receiving his baccalaureate 
degree in 1894. He completed his work for a master's 
degree in 1896. While at Iowa State University he became a 
lifetime friend of.'Tama Jim" Wilson, dean of agriculture, 
and. Louis 1^ Pammel, head of the botany department. 
Carver was also a great friend ^f Henry A. Wallace, later 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture and Vice-President. Carver 
loved nature, was dedicated to his vwprk, and never married. 

Cacver Hall includes 42 classrooms, 2 large lecture halls, and 
the administrative offices of the College of Sciencies and 
Humanities, the Department of Mathematics, and the 
Department of Industrial Administration. 

Organized: January 1964 

Incorporated; February 7, 1964 

Meetings: Second Monday of month, 8:00 p.m. 

Number of Members: 175 ' 

Dues: $1.00 annual; $25.00 life 

Admission to Museum: Free; donations welcome <> 

Museum Open: Sunday and holidays, 2:00-5:00 p.m. from 

Memorial Day through Labor Day; other 

times by appointment 

Operates \a museum containing pioneer tools and 
machinery, old wearing apparel, toys, dishes, photographs, 
mementoes from various wars (including a sword used at 
Custer's Latf Stand), and natural history displays a total 
of 3,300 articles donated or loaned for exhibit. In August, 
the Society sponsors the Annual Old Settlers Days, with 
special displays of pioneer items. 

A small family cemetery containing the graves of Mary Jane 
Cory, the mother of evangelist Billy Sunday, and other 
relatives. 
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8§-StORY 
(continued) 



C6ry Burying Ground 
(continued) o 





Farm House 

Campus of Iowa State University 
Ames, Iowa 




.. William Ashley IBilly) Sunday was born November 19, 
1862 on a Story County farm. His father died in the Civil 
War and, at the age of 9, Billy was sent to a soldiers' 
orphans' home. He later lived with his grandfather, near 
Nevada, Iowa. In 1884, at the age of 22, Billy Sunda\r 
became center fielder for the Chicago White Stockings. He 
followed his career of professional baseball player until he 
became interested in missions and church work. He is said 
to have conducted his first revival meeting at Garner, Iowa. 
Ffom then on, he and his wife, "Ma," were In constant . 
demand for revival meetings. Services were usually held in 
tents with plank seats and sawdust on the ground or floor. 
From this the expression, "hittin' tKe sawdust trail," 
developed. Dishpans were used to collect off^ings. The 
world-famed evangelist died of a heart attack November 6, 
1935 and was burled at Forest Hill Cemetery in Chicago^ 
Illinois. 

A farm home considered typical of the" second half of the 
19th Century. Completed in 1861, this was the first 
constructiort on the 648-acre site qf the Iowa State 
Agricultural College and Model Farm, which, was chartered 
.3 years earlier by the Iowa General Assembly-one of the 
earliest land-grant institutions to be f6rmally authorized. 
The house was built by the Board of Trustees without any 
formal plans ''by rule of thumb." There was no architect 
and no contractor. With labor and materials furni^ed by 
residents of surrounding communities, the initial cost was 
$4,000. 

The house was first occupied by W. H. Fitzpatrick, who. 
rented the place for 2 years. This was later the home of 
Seaman A. Knapp (born 1833), noted agriculturist and 
teacher, who lived here from 1880 to 1885. Knapp was the 
originator of the county farm agent system used in Iowa, 
and gained national recognition for his contributions tO; 
agriculture in Louisiana and th6-South. From 1891 ti, 
1896, this was the home of James (Tama Jim) Wilson (born^ 
1836). After holding a number of local and state offices, 
Tama Jim- (who farmed in Tama County, Iowa) served 3 
terms in Congress and became U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
iri 1897, a post he held until 1913-the longest term of 
service for anyone to hold this office. The house has had 
various other occupants, serving in more recent years (until 
1970) as the home of the Dean of Agriculture at the 
University. Dean C. F. Curtiss lived there longer than 
anyone else-from 1896 to 1946. 

The J4-room, 2-story brick house has walls 18 inches thick; 
floor to celling windows, pegged beams, and a fireplace. 
The soft red brick exterior wa^ coated with cement or 
stucco in 1909 to arrest deterioration. Farm House was 
designated a National Historic Landmark in 1964. It is to 
be restored to about the 1900 period. 
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Hickory Grove Park 

2 miles west and 2 miles south . 

of ColO^ \0\N^ 

Story County Conservation Board 



A picturesque area of 368 acres, including a-98.4-acre 
artificial lake. East Indian Creek runs along the west edge of 
the park. To be seen are deer, beaver, squirrels^ rabbits, 
^juail, pheasants, and ducks and geese during migration.; 
Xhis is a place to picnic, swim, boat, camp, hike, fish, and 



Robert Ray Pinneke, Executive Director hunt In season. A natural area and wildlife refuge afford an 



Hickory Grove Park 
Colo, Iowa 50O56 



i Iowa Center 

North of Maxwell, Iowa 



• towa Chapter, The Nature 
Conservancy 

' Roger Q. Landers, Jr., Chairman 
3522 OntariST^oad 
Ames, Iowa 50010 
or 

John Brayton, Treasurer ' 
R.R.2 ^ 
Sumner, Iowa 50674 



THE NATURE 




opportunity for nature study and conservation education. 
During the winter, the park is used for ice skating, and 
there are marked snowmobile trails and a flc^Dci-lighted ' 
toboggan slope. 

A former settlement, estabfisbed in 1853, which reached its 
peak In 1856. Iowa Center had the second post office in 
Story County, and was one of the contenders for the state 
capital. After Des Moines was selected as the capftal in 
.1856, Iowa Center's population began to decline. In 1882, 
^hen 'the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railroad 
bypassed thp "town, the population was further decreased 
when many of the local residents moved to Maxwell. 

Organized: 1963 

Meetings: Annual meeting in Spring; board pneetings as 

called; field trips as announced to members 
Number of Members: 230 
Dues: $10.00 annual; $1 5.00 family 

A national, nonprofit, membership corporation dedicated 
to the preservation of outstanding natural areas for their 
aesthetic, scientific, and-educati9nal values. The work of 
The Nature Conservancy began in 1917 as a national 
committee of the Ecological Society of America. This 
committee wg^ organized as ap independent group in 1946 
and, in 1950, the present name was adopted. Preserved 
areas vary in size from less than an acre to over 220,000 
acres and include forest, prairies, swamps, bogs, marshes, 
seashores, and islands- — all maintained essentially in their 
natural state. Land is acquired by gift, bequest, easement, 
or purchase. Loans may be provided to local organizations 
to protect outstanding natural areas through purchase. 
Financial and legal responsibilities are assumed for the 
permanent protection of natural areas acquired by the 
Conservancy. * 

The Iowa Chapter promotes and^coordinates natural area' 
acquisitions In the state. Membership is open to anyone 
interested in nature and thS preservation of a green legacy 
for future generations. Those areas already acquired or in 
the process of being acquired include 42-acre Berry Woods 
in Warren County, 49-aCre Retz Memorial Forest in Clayton 
County* 12-acre Savage Memorial Woods in Hejiry County, 
16-acre Hanging Bog in Linn County, a 7-acre woodland 
tract (The Diggings) in Fort Dodge, Webster County, Iowa, 
110-acre Freda Haffner Preserve (Arend's Kettlehole) in 
Dickinson County, and 21 -acre William's Prairie in Johnson 
County. Field trips are made to areas being preserved or 
under consideration for acquisition. A Nemietter is 
published peHodically. ^eakers and programs on nature 
' and conservation are available for ra^eetings. 
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Robison's Acres 
3 miles west of ' 
lovSa Center, Iowa 

Story County Conservation Board 
Robsrt Ray Pinneke, Executive Director 
Hickory Grove Park 
Colo, Iowa 5d056 



Schweringen Family^MonumGnt 
Sheffield Cemetery ^ 
5 miles southeast of Story City, Iowa 
(May be reached from Interstate 35 
by going east at the Rofand exit and 
proceeding to the first road going 
south. This road leads into the 
cemetery.) 




Soper's Mill Area 

3!4 miles east of Gilbert, Iowa 

Story County Conservation Board 
Robert Ray Pinneke, Executive Director 
Hickory Grove Park 
Colo, Iowa 50056 



A wildlife sanctuary of 58 acres, bequeathed to Story 
County by Clay Robison of Maxwell, Iowa, who was a 
member of Story County Conservation Board until his 
death la 1966. An additional 21.8 acres Is under easement. 
The forested area includes white, oak, walnut, cherry, box 
elder, and elm, in addition to shrubs and wild flowers, 
including bergamot, blading star, wild parsnip, and yellow 
conef lower. There Is evidende of rndian mounds along West 
Indian Creek, which eventually joins the Skunk River, and 
numerous arrowheads have been found in the area. A 1-acre 
pond is stocked from Hickory Grove Lake. Hiking and 
natgre trails have been constructed through the tract. In the 
winter, these trails are open for snowmobile traffic. 

Decf/catei/.' May 29, 1938 

A large boulder%ith a bronze tablet erected by a group of 
42 persons in memory of the pioneer family of Daniel and 
Mary Ann Schweringen and tfieir 3 children, who met a 
tragic death on the prairie^ In October 1860, 5 members of 
the Schweringen family were enrpute from Ohio to stake a 
claim near Fort Dodge, Iowa. They were traveling in a 
covered Wiagon wh^?n a prairie fire trapped them about 5 or 
6 miles northwest of Nevada, Iowa. The fire came up from 
behind the party and caught the cover on the wagon. The 
horses became frightened while Mr. Schweringen was 
removing the burning <tover. He was kicked in, the head and, 
knocked unconscious. By the time he regained ^his senses, 
his fgmily was dead. The father, barely alive, was able to 
reach the Hoover Home and. report the tragedy. The 
charred remains of his wife and two children were found 
and buried here. Mr. Schweringen died sooif after, from 
burns, and was also interred here. The skull of the third 
child was later found and buried on the burned-over prairie. 

The ground for Sheffield Cemetery was donated by N.IM. 
Sheffield in 1858. A plaque in his memory was donated by 
the Sheffield Cemetery AssociatiorLand placed in the burial 
grounds. ^ - 

An 18-acre scenic area on the Skunk River, used today for 
picnicking, hiking, and fishing. This was originally the site 
of a dam and water-powered sawmill. It was rebuilt as a 
flour mill in 1871 by T. K*. Soper. 

North of the county road bridge is an old "bow-string" 
trussed arch bridge built before the turn of the century. 
Sedimentary bedrock formations are exposed in this part of 
the valley and may be inspected at this site. 
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Toledo 
D-8 



Story County Chapter, lowQ 
Gcnealogicat SoeiGty 
Ames, Iowa 

Mrs. Vivian Jennings, 
Corresponding Secretary 
2226 Nortiiwestern 
Ames, Iowa 50010 



Story County Historical Society 
Ames, Iowa 

Mrs. John (Maggie) Hiigerson, 
Chairperson 
3009 Duff Avenue 
Ames. Iowa 50010 



• Dysart Historical Museum 
317 Main Street 
Dysart. Iowa 52224 



Robert Schlotterback 
315 Main Street 
Dysart, Iowa 52224 



• Otter Creek Marsh 

2 miles northwest of Chelsea, Iowa 

State Conservation Commission 

State Office Building 

300 Fourth Street 

Des MomBs, Iowa 50319 



• Otter Creek Park 

3 miles northeast of Toledo, Iowa 

Tama County Conservation Board 
Doug Danielsen, Executive Officer 
R. R. 2 

Toledo, Iowa 52342 



Organized: April 4, 1968 

Meetings: Second Monday of each month except December, 

8:00 p.m. 
Number of Members: 32 
Dues: $2.00 annual 

Organized to create and foster an interest in geaealogy, aid 
• members in compiling family genealogies, preserve 
genealogical and historical data^^'cooperate with any group 
or individual interested in furthering genealogical work, and 
furnish Story County data for Hawkeye Heritage, the 
quarterly publication of the Iowa Genealogical Society (see 
Polk County). Genealogical research experiences are shared 
through programs or workshops. A reproduction of tha 
1887 History of Story County by William G. Allen was 
published in 1975. 

Organized: February 1971 * ■ 

incorporated: June 20, 1972 
Meetings: As announced 
Number of Members: 35 

Organized to preserve historic sites and relics of the past 
and encourage their preservation. Tours are conducted to 
historic places in Story County. An educational program is 
sponsored. 

' Estab/ished: 1964 
AdmissionT Donations accepted 
Open: Week days, April 1 to October 1 ; other times by 
appointment 

Features historical items from central Iowa, rock 
specimens, war relics, old guns dating back to 1770, antique 
household items, early business machines, and a large 
collection of odd and curious money of the xyorld. 

On Seven Hills Road, 2 miles north of Dysartand extending 
into Benton County, is a series of scenic hills cut by nature, 
often referred to as the "Little Ozarks of Iowa." 

A game management area, comprising 3,284 acres of marsh 
^nd bottomland within the flood plains of Otter Creek and 
the Iowa River, popular with outdoor enthusiasts. During 
the annual spring migration, thousands of ducks, geese, and 
shorebirds congregate here on their way north. Bird 
watchers can observe and study a great variety of birds 
throughout the year, including cormorants, turkey vultures, 
and bald eagles. The partially developed area is also popular 
with hikers, fishermen, and hunters. 

A 277-acre area of rolling prairie and wooded slopes, 
located midway between the valleys of the Iowa River and 
Wolf Creek. Water lilies, arrowhead, pickerel weed, and 
cattails grow in the 69'acre artificial lake. Facilities for 
coping, picnicking, and swimming have been developed. 
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• Tama County HistdrieaB Soeiety 
. Toledo, tdwa 

Gcorgo VVIfcon, President , 
Elbcron, IIowq 52225 



• Tama Indian Settlement 
West of Tama, Iowa 




Traer Winding Stairs 
534 Second Street 
Traer, Iowa 

\ 




Om^niacd: April 9, t942 
McQiim^s: First Saturday io April, 2:00 p.m. 
Number of Memtm: 105*(150 honorary) 
'Dues^ $0.50 annual ' - 
Museum Dcz^faowd: July 4, 1974 
Admhsha to Muse-dmi ^reo' n 
' museum Opej}: Daily, Q;<cept Sunday, 8;C0 a.m.-5:C0 p.m. 

Articlso of historic Interest, collocted by the Society, ore on 
display in a museum located in the former Tama County 
Jail, built in 1069 and closed by the state iail inspector in 
1970 after prisoners e-scapsd by digging through the walls. 
The remodeled iail houses the collection formerly displayed 
in the Tama County Courthouse. Included^ are books; 
" letters; a wildlife exhibit; pioneer, Indian, and relics- 
antique tools; flags; and items of general interest. 

Approximately 1,500 |V)esquakie Indians live on a 
ssttlement-not a reservation-comprising some 3,600 acres 
of timbsrland and river bottom along the Iowa River. The 
land is owned by the Indians, who are descendents of 
members of the once great Sac and Fox tribes. After being 
nK)y€d from their hunting grounds in- lovi/a to the Tiare 
pSains of Kansas, following the Black Hawk Purchase, the 
Indians became dis^tisf ied with their new home. Appealing 
to Governor James Grimes, the Indians were permitted to 
purchase land in Iowa and returned to their beloved 
lowaland. Some farming is done, and many of the Indians 
are employed in Tama and neighboring towns. Others do 
bsadwork, or make baskets, bovys and arrows, tomahawks, 
and jewelry, which are sold at many of the homes or at 
roadside stands. An annual pow-wow is held each summer, 
featuring tribal dances, ceremonies, son^, Indian food, and 
Indian exhibits. 

An iron spirar staircase, said to be the only one m Its kind, 
located in a business district. The staircase was b^uilt in the 
1890's by Burlington Iron Works for the Traer Smr-CUpper, 
The newspaper had the outdoor, winding stairs built 
because there wasn't enough room inside the building for a 
stairway to the second floor office. This was the only 
public entrance to the newspaper office. The stairs start at 
the curb edge of the sidewalk and wind up to a 20-foot 
catwalk into the second floor of the building. The 
newspaper offices moved in 1953 to another location, but 
the staircase has been preserved and placed on the National 
Register of Historic .Places. The bottom 5 steps of the 
staircase were accidentally torn away from the center pole 
in January 1975 by snow removal equipment, but the 
damage has been repaired. The stairs provide the town with 
its motto: "Wind Up in Traer." 
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3cd?ord 
1-4 



UNION 



Creston 
H-5 



• Lako of Threo Fsres Btato Park 
2 milGo north of Bedford on 
Iowa 49, and 2 miles east 

State Conservation Commission 

StQte Office Building 

300 Fourth Street 

Des fl/loine^, lowo 59319 



• StntQ Bound^v Marker 
272 miles west of 
Athelstan, Iowa 




• Taylor County Genealogical Society 

Mrs. E. J. (Helen) Janson, President 
Gravity, Iowa 30348 

Mrs. Patti CbmbS O'Dell, Researcher 

R.R. 1, Box 79 

New Market, Iowa 51646 



• McKinBey Park 
West part of 
Creston, Iowa 



According to legend, great Indian council meetings were 
held within the 642 acres included in the park. When the 
Indians roamed lov^a's prairies/ this was one of their 
favorite hunting grounds. It is saiti that the' exact location 
of their council meetings was announced by the smoke of 3 
fires built on top of a high hill. The valley that is now the 
bed of the 125-acre Lake of Three Fires was the gathering 
place for many a pow-wow, council, or religious festival. 
The picturesque woodlands are used today by hikers, bird 
watchers, and photographers, and there are facilities for 
sivimming, fishing, boating, picnicking, and camping. Part 
o| the area is kept as a wildlife refuge, ' ' 

The original oist iron marker that officially divides Iowa 
and Missouri, located in the SE % of Section 25 of Jackson 
Township. The marker is located in the middle of the state 
line road, which divides around the post. It was placed in 
the ground In 1816, and was one of a series of markers 
located every 10 miles along the Iowa-Missouri state line, 
on east of the original'warker. This particular marker was 
once the official northwest corner of Missouri. All land 
west of here and east of the Missouri River was considered 
waste land and unfit for habitation. 

The Honey War (see Van Buren County) evolved from a 
dispute between Iowa and Missouri over the official state 
line. The U. S. Supreme Court settled the matter when it 
declared at the January term in 1849 that the boundary 
should be determined by the original survey made in 1816 
by John C. Sullivan, principal surveyor, and Samuel K. 
Caldwell, assistant surveyor. Their survey went eastward 
from the iron monument to the middle of the Des Moines 
River. 

Organized: 1968 
Meetings: As announced 
Number of Members: 50 
DuesH' $3.00 annual 

Does geneological research on Taylor County residents. 
Tombstone records have been compiled. A bulletin Is 
published on basic county records, such as deeds, tax lists, 
and marriages. In 1975, the Society sponsored the 
reprinting of the 1881 Taylor County, Iowa History by 
Lymon Evans. 

Schoolhouse Open: Sunday and holidays during June and 
July, 2:00-4:00 p.m.; other times by 
appointment 

The historical section, located at -the south side of the city 
park, is being developed with the cooperation of Union 
County Historical Society (see below). This area contains 
an old blacksmith shop, a replica of an old country store, 
the last rural schoolhouse used in Union County, a small 
rural depot, the watchpost or "crows nest" In use until 
1974, and a Burlington Northern Railrd'ad caboose of 1900 



1974, and a Burlington iMorthern ttaiiroao caooose oi i»uu 
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MeKinley ^rk 
(continued) 



EVIount Pisgah 

5 miles southw^ of Lorimor, iowa, 
off U.S. 169 

Union County Conservation Board 
Jerry Mikkelssn, Executive Officer 
704 West MontgDmery 
Creston, Iowa 50801 




Site of the Blue Grass Pa\aGQ 
Old Union County Fairgrounds 
Creston r Iowa 







DESCRIPTION 

9 

• vintage. The old Spaulding Methodist Church has been 
moved from north of Creston to the city park and will 
house a museum of historical Items and antiques from the 
area. A brick sidewalk was built by the Boy Scouts. 

This is the site of the first white settlement in Union 
County, and one of 8 camps or stations established by the 
Mormons dn their trek from Nauvoo, Illinois to Utah in 
1846. Th^e Camps of Israel were conceived as rest camps 
for those unable to continue the journey, and as supply 
stations for later groups headed west. Located on high hills 
overlooking the Grand River Valley, Mount Pisgah reached 
a population of about 3,000 at its peak, and was occupied 
until 1852. The first post office in the county was 
established here in 1851. All that remains today is a burial 
ground and a limestone obelisk erected in 1888 In memory 
of the 800 Mormons who died here in 1846, 1847, and 
1848. The names of some 64 persons buried here during the 
3-vear period are listed on the 4 sides of the tall monument, 
located in the center of the burial ground. Included are the 
names of 2 elder^ and a "Stranger not in the Church." 
Individual grave mappers were, not used, It was feared 
these would attract Indians who might disturb the burials. 
A parking lot and picnic area are maintained in Mount 
Pisgah Park, an 8-acre area adjacent to the 1«acre cemetery. 

The idea to create a Blue Grass Palace originated wjth the 
Blue Grass League of Southwest Iowa, whose headquarters 
were in Creston, "bluegrass center of the world." In the 
opinion of one writer, "Never before hac^ art and nature 
been manipulated with so great genius and skill as was 
demonstrated in the blue grass palaces of 1889 and 1890." 
The primary purpose of the palaces was to exhibit products 
of the soil and provide people with 
a place to meet together after the 
harvest was past. Eighteen counties 
cooperated to build the elaborate 
structures and exhibit fruits, 
vegetables, grasses, grains, dairy 
products, wood, coal, sandstone, 
marble, an^ other products of the 
region. The palace^like buildings 
were completely covered with a 
variety of native grasses, flowers, 
and novel decorations. The first 
• palace opened to the public on 
August 26, 1889 and was so 
s u c c essf ul that the idea was 
repeated the following year, but on 
a much larger scale. The 1 890 
palace was three times the size of 
the earlier one, with a total length 
of 265 fj^ ^nd a width of 132 feet. 
The main tower was 120 feet high. 
The 1890 exposition and Industrial 
exhibit was opened by Governor 
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Horace Boies, and the Iowa State Band provided mus^ for 
the occasion. An enthusiastic audience of 4,000 persons 
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Ste of the Blue Grass Palace 
(continued) 



Talmadge Hill Park 

2 miles west of Thayer, Iowa 

Union County Conservation Board 
Jerry Mikkelsen, Executive Officer 
704 West Montgomery 
Creston, Iowa 50801 

Union County Historical Society ^ 
210 South Elm Street 
Creston, Iowa 50801 

P. E. Appiegate, President 
508 West Montgomery 
Creston, Iowa 5080r 




Amish Settlement 
Near Milton, Iowa 



Austin ^rk 

2 miles northeast of ^ 
Pittsburg, Iowa 

Van Buren County Conservation Board 
Norwood Teal, President 
Keosauqua, Iowa 52565 

Bentonsport 

East of Keosauqua, Iowa 



filled the elaborately decorated auditorium, a scene 
described as "grand beyond description/' 

An undeveloped, natural area of 18 acres consisting of a 
high ridge covered with a variety of native trees, shrubs, and 
wild "^flowers. The park is used for picnicking, primitive 
group camping; and as an outdoor classroom for nature 
study, . 



Organized: October 25, 1966 

Meetings: As called; annual meeting in May ^ 
Number of Members: 132 
Dues: $1.00 annual; $25.00 life 

The Society is developing a historical section. Including 
buildings of bygone days, in IVIcKinley Park in Creston (see 
above). In October 1966, Lincoln Township No. 5, a 
1-room rural school built in 1872 was acquired and restored 
at the new location. Typical of the thousands of such 
schools that once dotted the Iowa countryside, this 
schoolhouse moved from about 6 miles northeast of 
Creston, was used for 94 years, until it closed in May 1966. 
The country schools were located so no pupil had to walk 
more than 2 miles to attend classes. Now, the old school is 
usi3d for pupils to experience what it was, like In the old 
days by attending classes there one day each year. The 
Society also arranged to acquire the white*fra me United 
Methodist Church from Spaulding. The church serves as the 
Society's headquarters, with a county historical museum in 
the basement. 

In 1968, an Old Order Amish settlement was started here 
by Amish families moving from Kalona and Hazelton in ^ 
Iowa (see Washington and Buchanan Counties) and settle* 
ments in Illinois, Indiana, and Missouri. 

An area of 6 acres located along the Des Moines River north 
of Keosauqua, within sight of the Phil Stong Birthplace (see 
below). The riverfront park provides ' facilities for . 
picnicking, camping, boat launching, fishing, and hiking on 



nature trails. Part of the area is heavily wooded. 

\ 

Once a bustling steamboat town of over 1,000 
situated on the Des Moines River, Bentonsport 
referred to as "Iowa's liveliest ghost town" 
"Williamsburg of the Midwest." It is approached 



I 



people, 
is now 
or the 
over a 



1-lane iron bridge, one of thp oldest still in use across the 
Des Moines River. Tree-covered hills hem in the town. The 
first paper mill in Iowa was. located here; there were also 
grist, saw, linseed oil, and woolen mills. In addition, 
Bentonsport was a terrrynus of the Des Moines Valley 
Railroad. The remains of old foundations, cabins, mansions. 
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Bentonsport River Front Park 
Bentonsport, iowa 

Van Buren County Conservation Board 
Norwood Teal, President 
Keosauqua, Iowa 52565 



and business houses, and the old river dam may be seen. 
Several homes have been restored. 

After the townsite was platted and surveyed, it was called 
Port Benton and Benton's Port for the famous U.S. Senator 
from Missouri, 1820*50, Thomas Hart Benton (1782-1858), 
who was a granduncle of the artist of the same name, born 
in 1889. There is another version of the origin of the town's 
name. Shortly after the town was established, the settlers 
celebrated the Fourth of July with an old-fashioned 
barbecue. Some have declared that si/rce everyone came 
bent on sport the town was so named. " ^ 

Ma^on House (see below), a former hotel patronized by 
steamboat captains and railroaders. Is now operated as a 



museum. 



The Presbyterian Church, built in 1855, one of the 4 
churches in the town, has been preserved. The Methodist 
Church continues in use. 

The Odd Fellows (I.O.O.F.) Hall, built in the 1840's, was 
originally a furniture store. This was one of the first 
chapters of the lodge founded in Iowa. The brick building 
now houses a large collection of Indian artifacts and 
pioneer relics. 

Vernon, or South Bentonsport, located on the Des Moines 
River opposite Bentonsport, was also a flourishing town 
with mills, stores, newspaper, church, and a clay pottery 
factory noted for its excellent jugs, crocks, and drain tile. 
The town's woolen mills* manufactured blankets used by 
soldiers in the front lines during the Civil War, In 1837, a 
ferry was licensed to operate between Bentonsport and 
Vernon. It was to run every day from daylight until dark, 
and at night for mail and express, and in case of 
emergencies. The Vernon School, erected in 1867-68, is a 
classic brick building which served the area for over 90 
years. A tower housing the bell that ^once called the 
children to school rises 80 feet above the ground. The old 
school is now privately owned and has been restored and 
furnished. 

Established: *1969 ^ 

A riverfront park of 5 acres located between the Des 
Moines River and the main street of Bentonsport (see 
above),' on the Hiawatha-Pioneer Trail. Included in the park 
along Front Street are the remains of an old paper mill, and 
the former general store, bank, and Odd Fellows Hall-some 
of the 30 or so historic buildings still standing in the ghost 
town. The park is being developed for picnicking, boat 
launching, fishing, and limited camping. 
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Bonaparte Dam and Locks 
Bonaparte, Iowa ^ 




• Burg Building 
Farmington, Iowa 



• Grave of Mary Ann Rutledge 
Bethel Cemetery, 
near Bethel Church 
hVz miles northwest of 
Birmingham, Iowa 



The lock .walls and dam shoulder ore the only ones 
remaining of the old Dos Moines River Navigation Company 
system. There were to have been 28 dams and locks built to 
make the Des Moines River navigable from its mouth to 
Raccoon Forks^ (Des Moines), but these ambitious plans 
were never completed. 

Bonaparte, another of the old steamboat towns, was named 
for the French Emperor, It was originally planned to 
establish another town acfoss the river and name it 
Napoleon,, but it was never built. Bonaparte was settled in 
1837. In 1839, the Territorial Legislature of Iowa granted 
William Meek, founder of the town of Bonaparte, the right 
to build a dam and lock's for a gristmill, completed 2 years 
later. Pioneers came from as far away as 100 miles to have 
their bags of grain ground. Before 1850, the Des Moines 
River Navigation Company had a contract with the 
government to improve the Des Moines F?iver. In return, the 
company was ceded considerable land by ihe government. 
The locks at Bonaparte were 135 feet Mong, and the 
passageway was 35 feet wide. The old iron rings to which, 
the boats tied up are also still in place. A flood in 1851 
seriously damaged the structure, the company failed to 
complete its contract, and the improvements were 
auctioned off. the dam, locks, and gates at Bonaparte, 
which had cost about $80,000, were sold to Isaiah Meek (a 
son of William Meek) for $200, Disastrous floods in 1902 
and 1903 wasHed most of the dam away, and the many 
mills (gristmills, sawmills, and woolen mills) that still line 
the river bank were fbrced to close. A flood in 1905 
removed the last remnants of7 the old dam. (See Lock 
Tender's House, Davis County, also.) ^ 

An attractive, native limestone building relating to the 
1860'$ and 1870's when the town of Farmington (laid out 
in 1839) was an important manufacturing center. 
Interesting architectural details include metal window 
lintels and heavy cornices. Lewis Burg came to Farmington 
from Bavaria and established the Wagon and Carriage 
Works, Here, his woodworkers, blacksmithis, painters, and 
leather workers reached an annual production of 250 
wagons and 100 carriages. 

The grave of Mrs. Mary Ann (Miller) Rutledge, mother of 
Ann Rutledge who, according to legend, was the sweetheart 
of Abral^m Lincoln, Ann's father owned the tavern or inn 
at New Salem, Illinois and Lincoln boarded here during his 
first months in the villagerAfin died August 25, 1835, after 
a brief illness, at the age of 22. Mrs. Rutledge died 
December 26, 1878 at the age of 91. Her grave is marked 
by a tall shaft monument. The Rut}edge homestead was a 
mile east of Bethel Cemetery. 

Bethel Church had its beginnings in 1838, when D. G. 
Cartwright, a Methodist circuit rider organized the first 
congregation at Birmingham. The first church building was 
a log structure, built in 1844, and used for 25 years, when 
the present church was started. 
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Indian Lake Park 

14 mile southwest of 
Farmington, Iowa ' 

Van Buren County Conservation Board 
Norwood Teal, Pr^ident 
Keosauqua, Iowa 52565 



lowaviile 

West of Seljjia, Iowa, near the 
junction of Oav/is, Jefferson, 
Van Buren, and Wapello Counties 



Kiicey-KeoVauqtta State P^rk ^ 
rfW Keo^uqua, Iowa, off Iowa 1 

State ConservatfcmCommission 
State Office Building * 
300 Fourth Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 



A 122 -acre park of naturql'^imberland with a 44-acre lakev " ^ 
There are facilities for picnicking, campirtg, swimming, 
fishing, boating, horseback riding, and hiking. Formerly a 
state park, it is nov^f operated under a lease agreement by 
the Town of Farmington and Van Buren County 
Conservation Board. ^ 

Indian Creek empties into the Moines River. The creek 
is said to have received its name from the early days of 
settlement when pioneers saw a small band of Indians 
camped near the mouth of the stream. Many mills were 
built arid operated in the area as early as tl^e 1830's, and 
some of the old pioneer trails crossed through the Indian 
Creek Watershed/ 

The Iowa Indians established their principle village here 
along the Des Moines River. (See' Davis County, also.) Never * 
a large tribe, the lowas were constantly at war with the Sac 
and Fox, and often with the Sioux and Osage Indians. 
According to some accounts, the village was burned and 
most of the lowas were killed in 1823 or 1824 by a huge 
war party of Sac and foj warriors led by Pashepaho, 'The 
Stabber." Black Hawk, then a young warrior chief, also 
took part in the battle. 6oth Black Hawk and Keokuk spent 
much time in the area, and Black Hawk was buried near 
here, at his dying request, on the farm of James H. Jordan, 
.Indian Agent and trader. On July 3, 1839, Chief Black 
Hiawk's body was taken from the grave. About a year later 
the bones were recovered from a dentist in Quincy, Illinois, 
who had received them from St. Louis, Black Hawk's 
widow then left the remains in the care of "good old man," 
Governor Lucas, the bones were placed in the museum of 
the Burlington Geological and Historical Society and lost 
when the building burned in 1855. ™/ 

lowaviile 'Cemetery, one of the oldest west of the 
Mississippi, may be seen along highway 16, There are many 
graves of persons born in the 1700's, A memorial cross has 
been erected here for Chief Black Hawk (1767-1838), 

Estabhshed: 1921 

^Iowa's largest park -2,260 acres of flower-and shrub-covered 
woods-extends for 2 miles along, the areat horseshoe bend 
of the Des Moines River, The park Ms named for Major 
John Fletcher Lacey, eminent lawyep^tatesman, soldier, 
and conservationist, known for his work in establishing 
many parks. Thi^ area was the site of an ancient Indian 
village and a series of Indian mounds are located near the 
river. The mounds ha\>e been excavated and their contents 
removed to museums, Ely's Ford, on the north side of the 
park, was the river crossing for the Mormon Trail and the 
pioneers, before bridges were built. Woodsmen lived on the 
southern slopes of one .of the ridges in the park. These 
pioneers made their entire living by cutting and^selllng 
timber. The rujns of some of the old cabins may still be- 
seen. ^ 
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Lacoy^Keosauqua S^te Park 
(continued) 




• Limestone Mine 
Douds, Iowa 

Douds Stone, Inc. 
Douds, Iowa 52551 



The "Honey War" boundary dispute (see Taylor County, 
also) between the Territory" of Iowa and the State of 
Missouri in 1837 was over an 8-to 10«mile tract of 
limberland 'in this area which contained a number of bee or 
honey trees. As sugar was scarce and expensive on the 
frontier, honey was prized as a sweetening. When an lowan 
cut down one of the trees in which bees had depositied their 
honey, Missouri officials tried to collect taxes on the 
honey, since they believed the Ipwan to be a Missouri 
resident. The incident got out of hand and settlers in the 
disputed territory o^me armed with pitchforks, axes, clubs, 
and squirrel rifles. The governors called up their militias to 
defend their positions, but cooler heads prevailed and 
representatives of the two governments agreed to settle the 
dispute through the courts. The state boundaries were 
finally established by a U.S. Supreme Court decision in 
1849, and Iowa got to keep the honey trees. 

Many trees in the park are over 200 years old. A wide 
variety of ferns and wild animals abound in the area, and a 
species of cottony prairie grass, found nowhere else in 
Iowa, grows on one part of the park's golf course. 
Overlooks provide panoramic view$ of the park area, nature 
trails rim the river, and a 30-acre lake is within the park. 

An operating limestone mine, claimed to be Iowa's largest 
undergrou^ mine. THe limestone quarry wa^ started- in 
1926 as a surface operation In a creek bed. ,A small 
pulverizer was powered by a steam engine while other work 
was done by horses^ and hand labor. With the increased 
demand for agricultural lime and crushed rock for roads, 
the company decided to go underground about 1930 in 
order to increase production and get a better quality stone. 
A total of about 80 acres has now been mined out. Streets 
in the hiine are 40 feet wide and ceilmgs are 25 feet high. 
To support the overburden, coti$isting of 65 feet of rock 
and 48 feet of dirt, 40-foot square pillars are left standing. 
The floor of the mine is 140 feet below the surface at the 
deepest part. The year-round temperature in the mine is 54 
degrees. Privately owned and operated, >*itors may seethe 
mining operation with permission. 

Limestone is produced In 64 cif Iowa's 99 counties. It is 
used in concrete aggregate, cement manufacturing, for road 
surfacing, and for building stone, and as agricultural lime to 
cbnditipn soil. Over 70 percent of the total value of all 
mineral production in Iowa is^ccount^ for by limestone. 

The main street of the village of "bouds follows the old 
territorial road from Memphis, Missouri to Fairfield, Iowa. 
A number of coal mines formerly operated adjacent to the 
town. When steamboats came up the Des Moines River, 
Douds was a refueling point. 
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Mason House 
Front Street 
Bentonsport, Iowa 



Herbert K. Redhead 
Mason House Museum 
Bentonsport, Iowa 



A H 



Milton Depot 
Milton, Iowa 



0 



DESCRIPTION 



Aym/ss/on; $0.50; children $0.25 
Open: April 1 through October, 9:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 

A 3-story brick and stone structure of modified Georgian 
design operated by Mr. and Mrs. L. J. Mason as a hotel from 
1857 until their death. Mason House, built in the late 
, 1840's by Billie Rpbinson, was originally called Ashland 
House. The hotel became known up and down the Des 
Moines River during„* the ». period when 'boats stopped 
regularly at Bentonsport (see above)-one of Iowa's largest 
towns and also an important railroad terminus. AM river 
tratfic ceased around 187? and Bentonsport began to 
decline. 

The old landmark has been restored and serves as a museum 
with lavish Victorian furnishings of over a century iago. A 
country store, stocked with merchandise from the past, and 
an q1852 Steamboat Gothic white-frame building are next 
door. Built of black walnut, the latter building was once 
';p;4owa's seventh post office. 
' i. ' / ' 

The former CB. & K.C. Railroad Depot, purchased by the 
town of Milton after train service was discontinued in 1969: 
The railroad came to Milton in 1871-72, when the rails 
were laid with the help^of many volunteers interested in 
having the railroad reach the to^n. The depot was built 
soon after. It has been restored and is now used as a 
community building. Arts and crafts are displayed here 
during the annual Van Buren County Summer Arts Festival, 
held during the last full weekend in June. 

Eggs, cream, and livestock were shipped out of Milton by 
the carload. Two carloads of eggs was the usual weekly 
shipment. Around 150 carloads of livestock were ship^aed 
each year by the Snodgrass Brothers, and a stockyard track 
was laid to their farm to serve them and other shippers. The 
Snodgrass switch was removed May 7, 1941, but freight was 
handled at^his point until November 15, 1961. 

A large pond formerly at the west edge of Milton provided 
^ water for the steam locomotives. The pond also served as 
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Milton Depot 

(continued) 



^^the town's swimming hole in the summer and as a place to 
• ice skate in the winter. The pond was drained when trains 
converted to diesel pbwer in 1951 , 

With 2 passenger trains a day for many years, the depot 
served as the town's news and social center. Milton boasted 
2 hotels at one time, both near the depot. A large livery 
stable jusl south of the depot provided transportation for 
salesmen and other passengers after they arrived on the 
train. 



• Milton Heritage Society 
Milton, Iowa 52570 

Mrs. Glark (Mavis) Stokesberry, 
. President >^ 
P.O.Box^? ^ 
Milton, Iowa 52570 



• Morris Memorial Park 
Stockport, Iowa 




• Pearson House 

Pittsburg Road \ 
2 blocks northwest of 
Vaa-Buren County Courthouse 
Keosauqua, Iowa 



Incorporated: January 1 , 1975 
Meetings: Monthly 
Number of Members: 250 
Dues: $1 .00 annual; $50 life 

Organized.to acquire a church which is being restored as a 
meeting place for senior citizens. 

The brick church was built in 1900 as a Presbyterjan church 
and continued as such until 1947. The original stained glass 
windows are still intact. Articles of historic interest in the 
community are being collected and placed on display. 

Museum Exhibits Open: During summer; other times by ap- 
pointpnent 

ft 

A memorial to members o^ the Morris family, pioneer 
settlers in this area, the memorial log cabin, a replica of the 
original built, by Henry and Jane Morris at this site in 1838,. 
is located in a grove of hardwood trees. The cabin and other 
buildings house relics of the Midwest-pioheer tools, 
apicultural equipment, and domestic items. A 1-room rural 
sfcho9lhouse,'a replica of a water -powered gristmill and bf a 
sawmill, and a small lake are also in the "park. Facilities for 
picnicking, hiking, fishing, and camping are available. 
Nature and bridle trails pass through the most scenic part of 
the 30-acre park. Wildlife, trees, wild flowers, and rocks 
may be viewed irt natural surroundings. 

Open: Guided tours available 

Built in the 1840's by Franklin Pearson, the brick and stone 
house has been restored and is owned and operated by Van 
Buren County Historical Society. The house is of modified 
Georgian style with double*end* chimneys, and once served 
as a religious meeting place. A trapdoor in one of the rogms 
leads to a small secret cellar used as a hideout for escaping 
slaves traveHng on the Underground Railroad during Civil 
War times. The house was extensively ^maged during the 
tornado of April 16, 1967. Bricks from the old Negho 
Methodist church, which was^demolished by this tornado, 
were used to rebuild Pearson House. Keosauqua had 2 
Negro churches, built in the 1870's for the more than 200 
Negroes who lived here. An Afro- Masonic Lodge was also 
established in Keosauqua. 
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8S-VANBUREN Phil Stong Birthplace 

tcont'rfued) Pittsburg, Iowa 

^ajdSl^S^^ ^ mlles vsest of Keosauqua, Iowa 




Pioneer Historical Society 
Farmingtpn, Iowa 

Forrest Moreland; President 
Farmlngtonjowa 52626 
or 

Mrs. Verna Olson, Secretary 
Farmington, Iowa 52626 



Shim^k State Forest 
East of Farmington, off 
Iowa 2 

State Conservation Commission 

State Office Building 

300 Fourth Street 

Oes Moines, Iowa 5031 9 



Site of Salubria 

Located in cultivated fields, 

2 miles south of "Farmington, Iowa 



The 2-story, red brick house in which Iowa author Phil 
Stong was born on January 27, 1899 is still occupied as a 
private residence. Stong is best remembered for his novel. 
State Fair (1932), and a. fictionalized tale of early settlers In 
the new Iowa Territoi-y, entitled Buckskin Breeches (1937). 
At one time Stong wrote editorials for the Des Moines 
Register and taught at Drake University. His family 
operated' the store In Pittsburg for many years. Stong died 
at Washington, Connecticut on April 26, 1957 and is buried 
in Keosauqua. 

There is little left today of the pioneer village of Pittsburg, 
laid out in 1839 on the Des Moines River^ near Keosauqua. 
But at one time, there were mills and a liquor distillery that 
was one of the first to produce "quality bourbon.'^ 

Organized: February 27, 1966 
incorporated: April 4, 1966 

il/feetings:. Last Monday of each month except December, 
7:30 p.m. 

Number of /\/!embers: 184 - 
Dues: $1 .00 annual; $10.00 sustaining; $25.00 endowment; 
$50.00 benefactor; $100.00 life 

Organized to locate, preserve, and mark historic landmarks, 
sites, and points of Interest, The old Congregational €hurch 
(1847) in Farmington is being restored to be maintained as 
a museum. It^was the second church of that denomination 
to be established west of the Mississippi and is now the 
oldest still standing. The building was patterned after the 
little white. country churches of New England, 

Approximately 7,600 acres of forest, located in Van Buren 
and Lee Counties, offers a chance to return to a wilderness 
area, with hunting, fishing in numerous stocked ponds, 
hiking on fine trails, picnicking, and primitive -cam ping. 
Since 1937, approximately 2,000 acres have been planted 
to various species of conifers^ including red, white, 
Austrian, Scotch, and j^ck pine, 

IMarrjpd for Iowa naturalist and early conservationist 
Bohumll Shimek (see Lee CountyK the State Forest has 
been established by many purchases of depleted farm land. 
Deer and other small game and wild turkeys are abundant. 

The site of Iowa's only so-called "infidel colony." In 1839, 
Abner Kneeland (April 7, 1774-August 27, 1844), a 
controversial figure from New England, and one of the 
most widely known intellectuals of his day, established a 
settlement here with' the hope that^ he could obtain 
"freedom of inquiry." Kneeland, who was of Scotch 
ancestry, worked as a carpenter for a time (his father's 
trade), taught school, and then took up preaching-first as a 
Baptist; then as a Universalist. A free thinker, Kneeland 
spent some time in prison for. frankly expressing his 
blasphemous religious beliefs. He considered himself a 
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Sit9 of Saluforia 

(continued) 




State Line House ? ^ 

Va mile east of Farmington, Iowa 

on Iowa 2 « 



Van puren County Historical Society 
Keosauqua, Iowa ^ ^ 

James McGrath, Sr., President 
Keosauqua, lovi^ 52565 



pantheist, hot an atheist. After his relegsfe from prison, 
Kneeland, at the age of 65, established the colony of "The 
First Society of Free Enquirers" and the community ^f 
Salubria in Iowa Territory, The cluster of roughly built 
houses and cabins making up the colony was in the heart of 
a forest, on bottomland, bordered by the Des Moines River 
to the south, and by deep ravines. No buildings remain 
today to indicate where the town was located. For the 
remainder of his life, Kneeland lived in his Home, the 
"Mansion of Salubria." During this period, wrote, 
lectured, and engaged in politics. He was married 4 times 
and his wives bore him 12 children. 

Salubria, intended to be^me the capital o| free thinkers, 
never really took root. Apparently the jowa pioneers found 
pantheism too abstract, too impersonal, and too cold. 
Following Kneeland's death In 1844, at tlie age of 70^veai^ 
the little settlement of Salubria gradually disappeared and 
his followers joined other churches in the neighborhood. 
Kneeland was first buried on his own farm, but his body 
was later moved to the northwest corner of the old section 
of Farmington Cemetery, His wife, Dolly, died November 
5, 1871 at the age of 71, 'and is buried beside her husband. 
The graves are marked by simple marbla slabs. 

A brick and stone structure built in the late 1830's, which 
formerly serv^ "as a wayside inn or tavern. It was called 
State Linq )House because of its proximity to the 
lowaJVIissoujr^i border line. Architectural features, include 
wide windows and doors, and hand-hewn oak and walnut 
log beams inside. The old house is now a private resideno 

' Organ fzec/>^QeO 
Meetings: Third Friday of month 
Number of Members: 125, 
Dues: $1 .00 annual; $10.00 life 



Pearson House (see above) is owned and operated by trie 
Society. An annual tour of historic homes in various towns 
of the .county has been held since 1965, Two books on Van- 
Buren ^County and its part in the Civil War have been 
written by Theo M. Cook, former Van Buren County 
Superintendent of Schools. A museum is housed in the old 
stone post office^ located in downtown Keosauqua. An old 
tog cabin has been relocated and restored along highway 16 
in Selma, and has articles- on display. The Society 
cooperates with the Van Buren County Development 
Association on the Summer Arts Festival. 

Van Buren County Courthouse, constructed from 1840-43, 
is the oldest courthouse in continuous use in lov^a, the 
second oldest to be completed (Lee County was finished 
the year before), and vyas the scene of the state's first 
murder trial. The first legal hanging in Iowa took place in 
Hangman's Hollow, just north of the courthouse. The 
gallows used in this hanging of William' McCauley are 
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90 - WAPELLO 




Airpower Museum, Inc. 
Ottumwa Airport 
Ottumwajowa 52501 

G^rge Utterback, Museum Director 



Ottumwa 
H-9 
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housed in the courthouse attic. The brick walls of the 
building are 22 inches thick at the first story level. Oak 
timbers, a foot square, support the floors, and the interior 
.is trimmed in walnut from trees hewn near the courthouse. 

Bonneyview, overlooking the river,' is said to be the oldest 
frame house in town. It is typical of many Iowa homes 
- built in pioneer days. The original part was built around ' 
1839 by William Hadden. An addition was constructed in 
1856. Bonneyview was named by Estelle Bonney Walkqr, 
who combined her family name with the beautiful view of 
the Des Moines River. 

Hotel Manning is a classic example jof Steamboat Gothic 
architecture. Built by Edwin Manning, it wa$ once a regular 
stop for steamboats, A long second>&ory veranda affords a 
view of the Des Moines River. BelqjW this porch, high water 
marks established by early floods are painted on the bricks. 
Edwin Manning's home, built in 1884 in a residential 
section, is one of the showplaces of Keosauqua. Manning 
was one of the founders of the tovyn. 

Chartered: 1965 

Admission: Donations accepted 

Open: Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.; other 
times by appointment 

A "living air museum" displays bits 
and pieces of the saga of man's 
conquest of air and space, which 
really started back on December 
17, 1903 at Kill Devil Hill, near \ 
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina when 
the Wright Brothers, Orville. and 
Wilbur, made their firstf light. 

During World War II, Navy fliers 
trained here. The museum is housed 
, in the former instrument (Link) 
trainer building. Among the items 
to be seen ar^ 25 aircraft engines, 
dating from^^a 1912 LeRhone 
rotary^ 200 model planes; scrap 
books; and artifacts fi-om the early 
days of aviation. A library houses 
over 600 volumes. There are, 22 
airplanes, some of which can still be 
floiyV;n, including a 1924 Anderson 
biplane with an OX-5 engine, a 
1930 New Standard D-25, and a 
1933 Lockheed Vega (valued at 
$35,000). 

A complex of several additional 
buildings and old-style hangars 
takes visitors back to an era when 
flying was "by the seat of one's 
pants." A 1917 fire engine and 
early car^' and vehicles will be 
, displayed. 
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• American Gothic House 
Northeast e{lge of Eldon, low/a 
at corner of Burton 
and Hearn (or Gothic) Streets 



The frame house with its 2. large Gothic v^indows, front and 
back, used as a modeJ by Iowa artist Grant Wood 
(1892- 1M2) for his painting "American Gothic." This 
painting (owned'by The Art Institute of Chicago), done in 
1930, ^brought him immediate fame. The V/a-story house 
caught Wood's eye one day when he happened to be driving 
by. From a photograph of the house, he did the 
background for his painting, and used his sister< Nan (then 
28), and his dentist. Dr. B. H. McKeeby of Cedar Rapids, as 
the models. "American Gothic" became one of the most 
reproduced and satirized paintings by an American artist. 
When it Was first shown, many Bowans felt the picture was 
an insult to the Iowa farmer. ^ 

Grant Wood, togetlier with Thomas Hart Benton and John 
Steuart Curry, ;vas associated with the school of "regional 
painters," which depicted the American sceoe of the 
1930's. 



American Gothic Trail 
Along the Des Moines River 
jDetween Eldon and 
Set ma, Iowa 

American Gothic Trail Committee 
P.O. Box 84 
EI(fon, Iowa 52554 



Antique Airplane Association 
Antique Airfield 
P. 0. Box H 
Ottumwa, Iowa 52501 



Robert L. 




under 



• Ballingall Park 

West'Main Street 
Ottumwa, Iowa 



The cottage Is lo(^ted on a lot W. H. Jacques owned in 
1881, and it is believed by old-timers that he may have 
built the house soon after. It was owned by Gideon jJ^es 
when discovered by Grant Wood in 1929. The house, listed 
in 1974 on the National Register of Historic Places, is still 
privately owned and unoccupied (1975). 

A 10-to 20-mile hiking trail and a 22-mile auto trail 
covering a number of points of historic interest. The trail, 
sponsored by Boy Scout Troop 22, starts at Lion's Park at' 
the ^uthwest edge of Eldon, off Iowa 16< To be seen along 
the ^rt/ay are American Gothic House (see above), Sioc 
Cemetery and Indian mounds (3 ntfles southeast of Eldon) ^ 
Soap Creek Cable Bridge, a restored \log cabin at Selma, 
lowaville (see Van Buren County), site of the James Jordan 
house, and the Lock Tender's House (see Davis County). 

Organ/zed: 1953 

Number of Members: 6,000 

Dues: $20.00 annual; $10.00, associate members 

Organized to preserve, restore, and fly old aircraft. The 
Association publishes The Ne vs, conducts an annual fly-in 
of antique-airplanes for members and guests, and operates 
the Airpower Museum (see above). This international 
organizatton has local chapters throughout the world, with 
2 in Iowa (D^ Moines and Iowa City). 

It was on a plot of ground owned by Peter G. Ballingall, 
located near the Burlington Railroad depot, that the famed 
Ottumwa Coal Palace stood, (1890-91) fronting Main 
Street. It was Ballingall, a pioneer innkeeper, who 
conceived the id^ of building a palpce of coal, emblematic 
of the then important coal mining industry. To finance the 
project, $5 shares of Coal Palace stock were sold. The 
230-by 130-foot structure was partly Gothic and partly 
^^zantine architecture. The tallest of its 3 towers was 200 
feet high. The entire building, completed on September 15, 
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(continued) 



Ballingall ftjrk 
(continued); 



Grave of Chief Wapello 
Near Agency, Iowa 



• Mars Hill Baptist Church 

4 miles west and north of 
Floris, Iowa, just north of 
the Wapello-Davis County line 

Harry W. Thomas, Chairman 
' Box 531 

Eldon, Iowa 52554 
V or 

Mrs. Harley (Maria) Hartwig, 

Senior Trustee 

R.R.I 

Eldon, Iowa 52554 



1890, was veneered with coal and imitation coal made of 
paper mache, Worked into attractive designs. The interior 
ras decorated at an estimated cost of $10,C0D. Com, oats, 
wheat, rye, hemp, wool, coal, and other agricultural and 
mineral '^products were worked into the designs. Pictures 
and other decorations vilfere added*. On the opening day, an ♦ 
estimated 6,O0D psopJeywere on hand to hear Governor 
Horace Boies (1890-94) give the dedicatory addr^s. 

A feature of the^oal Palace was a replica of a coal mine, 
built underneath the structure. A mule named Maud pulled 
spectators through the tunnel to a sunken garden, lush with 
decorative greenery, flowers, and a waterfall. There were . 
displays of natural products from neighboring counties and 
other phrts of Iowa. Among the distinguished visitors to the 
exposition WES U.S. President Benjamin Harrison. 

After his death, while on a trip to Japan in 1891, 
BallingalTs body was brought back to Ottumwa and sqrvices 
were held in the .fantastic structure he Jiad conceived. 
According to historians, Ottumwa had never before--and 
perhaps since-witnessed a funeral to equal that given for 
"P. G." 

Four important Indian chiefs lived in the area around 
present-day Ottumwa. Iowa counties and cities have been 
named for them — Wapello, Mahaska, Keokuk, and 
Poweshiek. Chief Wapello is l?uried, at his request; in a plot, 
with General Joseph M. Street and his family at the site of 
the old (1838) Indian Agency. Street was the Indian Agent 
'and a close friend of Wapello, who was considered a wise 
counselor and able leader, farsighted in his thinking. He did 
much to further peaceful relations with the white man. 
Street died in 1-840 — Wapello, 2 years later. The graves are 
along the C.B. & Q. Railroad right-of-way, and a number of 
historical markers have been erected at the site. Atop the 
Wapello County Courthouse and diredly over the Fourth 
Street entrance stands a statue of Chief Wapello; dedicated 
• in 1894. 



One of the largest single room log 
buildings ever constructed in Iowa, 
measuring 28' by 26' by 10'. The 
pioneer church was built in the 
1850's, and completed in 1856, 
when the first regular services were 
held. Hand-hewn oak logs were 
used to construct the church. Some 
of the logs are 28' long. About 3 
acres of land was donated for a 
burial ground and church site by 
Mrs. Barbara Clark, whose husband 
was the minister. The property was 
deeded to the trustees of 
Missionary Baptist Church on May 
16, 1857 and filed on May 22. The 
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Mars HsQQ Baptast Chisireh 
(continued) 




oldest grave, that of a son of the 
Clarks, da^es back to 1846. Oak, 
hickory, and evergreen trees 
surround the rural cemetery. The 
church is reputedly the Mother 
Baptist Church of all Baptist ^faiths 
west of the Mi^issippi River. It has 
bsen restored as a historic landmark 
and contains some of the old 
furnishings'. Annual church services 
ai;e held on the third Sunday in 
July, and the old' log church is still 
used for vifeddings, funerals, and 
group meetings.. 



Ottumwa Memorial Park 
Worth Jefferson Street 
Ottumwa, Iowa 



Ottumwa Public Library 
129 N. Court Street 
Ottumwa, Iowa 52501 



Site of the Coal Palace 
Ottumwa, Iowa 

Southeast Chapter, 

bwa Archeological Society 

c/o Wapello County Historical Society 

402 Chester Street 

Ottumwa, Iowa 52501 



A small zoo, containing bison (buffalo), deer, llamas, and 
smaller animals in cages, are the chief feature. Wooded 
ravines, a rustic foot bridge, and picnic facilities are 
included in thep.ark. 

Open: Weekdays, 9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 

The lobby and d(jme of the buifding were decorated with 
murals by the German artist, Johannes Scheiwe, but the 4 
murals in the main lobby are alt that remain of the work. 
The library has a collection of small Babylonian tablets 
dating bade to*2300 B.C. These specimens, made of soft 
clay, include merchandise receipts and contracts and a small 
votive cone made by the priest of the Temple of the 
Goddess of Ishtar and sold to visiting pilqrims. In the 
Children's Department Is an unusual display of dolls 
collected from around the world by Alberta Powell' 
Graham, author of numerous children's books. 

Built before the turn of the century to tell the world of the 
important coal mining^industry. See Ballingall Park, above. 

Organized: February 1965 

Meetings: Second Friday of month, 7:30 p.m., in Iowa- 
Illinois Gas Company Auditorium, 22572^East 
Main Street, Ottumwa, Iowa 

Number of Members: 40 



George Baket, President 
R. R., Eldon, Iowa 52554 
or 

Don Spears 

536 South Davis Street 
Ottumwa, Iowa 52501 



A r^ional chapter of the Iowa Archeological Societ y (see 
Cherokee County). Aboriginal materials from scutheast 
Iowa are displayed at the Wapello County Historical 
Museum (see below). 
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.WAPELLO 
(cdntioued) 



Wapcll© County GenealogiGal 
Society 

Hire. MiIgs E. Bacon, ^ 
Corresponding Secretary 
R.R.I 

Ottumwa, Iowa 52501 



Wapello County Historical Museum 
402 Chester Street 
Ottumwa, loiva 52501 




Wapello County Historical Society 
402 Chester Street 
►ttumwa, Iowa 52501 

Russell Harpfer, President 
101 Vcgel Avenue 
Ottumwa, Iowa 52501 
or 

W. Sinclair Venables, Curator 
165 Wbst Alta Vista 
Ottumwa, low£^ 52501 



Fc!//7cferf; November 6, 1970 

Meetings: Fourth Wednesday of month, 7:00 p.m., in 

Ottumwa Public Library 
Number of Membem: 42 



A^chapter of the Iowa Genealogicar Society (see Polk 
County). Activities include the canvassing of cemeteries, 
copying obituaries, and adult classes In genealogy. 

Dedicated: September 25, 1971 
Admission: Free 

Open: Daily, 2:004:30 p.m.; other times by appointment 

< 

A museum, originally opened In 1966 in the Ottumwa City 
Hall, where it was housed in the main* lobby and on the 
third floor. In 1970, the former John Wormhoudt home 
"Was purchased to use as a museum and headquarters of 
Wapello County Historical Society (see below). Wormhoudt 
(1869-1954) was the founder of Wormhoudt Lumber 
Company in Ottumwa and the builder of this house. On 
display in the basement are stonemason and blacksmith 
tools^sausage mill; farm implements, including a 16-Inch 
wooden-beam ground j^low; and an early 1900 doctor's 
office. On the first floor are items associated with Ottumwa 
and Wapello County, such as the terra cotta ornaments 
from the Grand Opera House, torn down in 1941, and from 
the old City Hall, torn down in 1965; a railroad car coupler; 
war mementoes; a Swedish Bible; old pictures and maps; 
and a star bolt or masonry bolt from an old building at the 
site of Fort Sanford. Fort Sanford, a temporary military 
establishment, was located on the Des Moines River 
between Ottumwa and Agency. It was from Fort Sanford 
(Garrison Rock) that Captain James Allen and a small 
detachment of Dragoons left by river steamer in 1842 to 
visit Raccoon Forks where Fg^rt Des Moines No. 2 (see Polk 
County Historical Society) was constructed the following 
year. A small cemetery on the Des Moines River bluffs at" 
the site of old Fort Sanford contains the unmarked graves 
of several soldiers. 



incorfHorated: October 14, 1959 
Meetings: Second Wednesday in February, March, April, 

October and November, or as called 
Number of Members: 32 1 
Dues: $2.00 annual; $50.00 life 

Organized to discover, collect, and preserve items and 
documents related to Wapello County. The Society owns 
and operates Wapello County. Historical Museum (see 
above), and conducts tours to historic sites. 
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Indianola 
G6 



Berry Woods 
• 5 miles northvyest of 
Bndianola, Iowa 

Donald G.DeUsle 
Department of Botany 
Simpson College 
Indianola Jowa 50125- 

Bundy's Mill Histoneal Marker 
Along Iowa 92 
Ackworth, Iowa 



A 42-acrG timber tract located on the bluffs of Middle 
River, containing many old trees (white oak 100-250 years 
old, and hickory), wild flowers, and fungi. In the spring, 
bloodrcot,, violets, Dutchman'6 breeches, and spr^g 
beauties are abundant, and Indian pipe may be found later 
in the year. Donated by newspaper publisher Don L. Berry 
to the Iowa Chapter of The Nature Conservanpy, the tract 
is used for nature study. 

A marker containing the original burrs used in Bundy's Mill, 
which was erected VA miles east of Ackworth in 1855. 
John Bundy bought the sawmill and gristmjil from the 
Haworth family in 1873. The mill ceased to operate in 
1905. 



Carver Hall 

Simpson College campus 
Indianola, Iowa 




Lake Ahquabi State Park 

5V2 miles southwest of Indianola, Iowa, 

off U.S. 65-69 on Iowa 349 

State Conservation Commission 

State 6ff ice Building 

300 Fourth Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

Nature Trail 

East from North 9th Street 
along the city limits of Indianola, 
Iowa 

Mrs. Eugene Smith 
Indianola Park Board 
Indianola, Iowa 50125 



Dedicated: October 6, 1956 

The science building at Sinripson College, named for George 
Washington Carver (1864-1943). He attended classes in the 
old science building, now the Henry A. Wallace Hall of 
Science. Before enrolling at Simpson College, Carver lived 
in Winterset, Iowa where he worked as a cook in the C. C. 
Schultz Hotel, did laundry, and took on all sorts of odd 
jobs to earn money. He also sang In the Methodist Church 
choir, walked the woods and studied nature, and gained a 
reputation with garden lovers in Winterset as the "plant 
doctor." When he decided to go to college, he walked the 
25 miles to Indianola to enter Simpson College. He later (in 
1894) graduated from Iowa State College of Agriculture 
and Mechanic Arts (now Iowa State University) in Ames 
(see Carver Hail, Story County). Carver, who was born of 
slave parents on a plantation near Diamond, Missouri, 
became an eminent teacher, botanist, and agriculture 
research chemist. His efforts to improve the economy of 
the South while at Tuskegee Institute {1894-1943) included 
diversification of crops and soil improvement. He 
discovered hundreds of new uses for tne peanut, pecan, 
soybean, and sweet,potato. 

A 775-acre wooded area including a 130-acre artificial lake, 
Ahquabi is an Indjan word said to mean 'The Resting 
Place." The park contains many old white oak trees, 
survivors of the original forest that covered this valley when 
it was one of the favorite areas frequented by Indians, 
Activities include fishing, boatmg, swimming, picnicking, 
camping, hiking, and nature study. 



Estab/ished: January 1966 

A 3/4-mile stretch of abandoned railroad right-of-way, 
formerly part of a branch line of the Chicago, Burlington, 
and Quincy Railroad from Chariton to Indianola 
(1881-1961), preserved in its wild state as a walking nature 
trail and refuge for birds, animals, and insects. The trail is 
used by botany classes for study of native plants. ^ 
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(continued) 



• Vtfarren County 
Genealogieal Society^ 
Indianola, fowa 

Mrs. Helen Schooler, 
Corresponding Secretary 
307 North 10th 
Indianolajowa 50125 

Warren County Historia^t Society 
Indianola, iowa 

Charles Beam, President 
310 West Boston 
Indianola Jowa 50125 



92 WASHINGTON 



Amish Settlement 
Near Kalona, Iowa 




Washington 
G-10 



A local chapter of the Iowa Genealogical Society (see Polk 
County)/ A facsimile reprint of the ^BB7 At/as of mrren 
County was sponsored. 



Organized: 1933 
Incorporated: 1965 

Meetings: Fourth Tuesday of each month, except July and 

August 
Number of Members: 425 
Du^: $2.00 annual; $20.00 life 

The Society has an information booth during the Warren 
County Fair. The Mount Hope School House has been 
moved to the fairgrounds, restored, and furnished as of the 
1910 period. A log cabin, built in the 1 850' s, was donated 
to the Society by the Wallace McKee family and i^now 
located next to the school house. Log Cabin Days is h^d in 
September. Both the scjiool'and log cabin are open Sunday 
afternoons during the summer. The Sandyville Christian 
Church (Pioneer Christian Church) is also owned ^by the 
Society and is being preserved as a historic landmark. The 
original bell remains irf the steeple and most of the original 
stained glass windows are intact. The wooden frame churcb 
building is unaltered/ for the most part, and- contains the 
original pulpit, chancel furniture, and pews, and an old coal 
and wood burning stove. The property was deeded to the 
church in 1874 by James M. Sandy for $75. The building 
was constructed in 1874, but was destroyed in a severe 
windstorm on July 23, 1884. The present church was built 
10 years later and dedicated Christmas Eve, 1893. The 
church was last used for regular services in 1964 and for 
Stjfnday School in 1968, and was presented to Warren 
County Historical Society in 1970. 

In preparation are county maps to show old stage routes, 
Indian camps, mills, mines, rural schools, railroads, and 
cemeteries. Plans include marking of historic sites and 
establishing a county museum. A newsletter 'The Jam Jar" 
is published regularly, the 1879 History of Warren County 
has been reprinted, and historical tours are sponsored. 

The first Amish settjers, or "plain people," came to this 
area in 1846. The strictest of 4 distinct groups are the Old 
Order Amish, characterized by their sirrjple way of life and 
their resistance to change. Horse-drawn buggies are used for 
transportation rather than automobiles, and most modern 
conveniences are rejected. Homes are usually large, 
sometimes with "grandpa" houses or smaller homes 
attached for use of succeeding generations. The settlement 
may be seen along Iowa 1, where motorists are warned to 
"watch for horse-drawn vehicles" which use the surfaced 
shoulders of the highway. 
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A 310-acre tract of hardwood timber adjacent to the Skunk 
River, The area^jis maintained in its natural state as a timber 
and wildlife preserve for nature study. 
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Brinton Forest Area 
3 miles northwest of 
Brighton, Iowa 

Washington County Conservatton 
Board 

John L. Davis, Executive Officer 
Ainsworth, liowa 52201 

D A R Log Qabin 
(Alexander Young-Log Housed 
Sunset Park 
Washington, Iowa 

Mrs. Stephen Viggers, Regent 
Washington Chapter, D A R 
R.R.3 

Washington, Iowa 52353 




Open: 



Second and fourth Thursday afternoons during 
July and August, or by appointment for groups 



The Alexander Young log house was built in 1840 on a 
320'acre tract 4V2 miles northwest of Washington in Cedar 
Township. The house was moved to the southwest corner 
of Sunset Park in 1912 and restored by the D A R as a relic 
of pioneer days. This was the home of the Alexander 
Young family (which included 8 children, an aunt and an 
uncle) until 1876. The log building also served as a 
schoolhpuse, pqlling place, meeting house, and social 
center. 

The 2-story house with its paned glass windows, rough 
stone fireplace, and walls of hand-hewn legs, has been 
furnished with over 200 antiques appropriate to the period 
when it was built. A Civil War flag, presented to the old 
Washington Township School No. 5, over 100 years ago is 
one of the historical items on display. Made sometime 
between 1861-63, the 12-x 6-foot flag has 34 stars, and was 
made of home-spun wool and sewed by hand with white 
thread. ' 
The ancestors of Alexander Young came from England to 
settle in America in 1634. Alexander, born in Fleming 
County, Kentucky on April 20, 1792, was the eldest of 10 
children born to James and Nancy Young, Alexander 
Young later served in the War of 1812, was married in 
1815, and lived with his wife and family in Kentucky and 
Indiana until 1839 when they migrated to Iowa in covered 
wagons. 

For 36 years the 4-room log house served as the family 
home and a rest stop for tired travelers. Chiirch services 
were often held in the home and at least one term of school 
was conducted in the kitchen of the house. The first 
marriage in Cedar Township took place here on December 
30, 1841, when Alexander Young's oldest daughter Nancy 
was wed to Newton Smith. During the Civil War, the Young 
cabin was a gathering place to hear the latest news from the 
"front," and to receive mail. 

To move the cabin to its present location, it was 
disnfantled, log by log, and each piece was marked so that 
the house could be rebuilt just as it was originally. A%onze 
tablet has been placed above the doorway. In 1973, the 
cabin was named ^o the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

Another log cabin, also built about 1840, was moved next 
to the D A R log cabin in 1974. Originally located on a 
farm northwest of what is now Washington, it has been 
restored by Washington County Historical Society. 
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Dublin Store 

7 miles west of Washington, Iowa 
William Robertson, Qwner 



^Estabiished: 1845 
Open: *By request 



Fern Cliff Park 
. 12 miles southeast of 
Washington, Iowa 

Washington County Conservation 
Board 

John L. Davis, Executive Officer 
Ainsvyorth, Iowa 52201 

Foster Woods 

VA miles southwest of 

Weliman, Iowa 

Washington County Conservation 
Board ^ 
John L. Davis, Executive Officer 
AInsworth, Iowa 52201 



Grace Hill Moravian Church 
Grace Hill, Iowa 



Eugene Engle , 
Brighton, Iowa 52540 - 
or 

Mrs. Max Waterhouse 
R.R. 1, Washington, Iowa 52353 




All that remains of a flourishing settlement that boasted a 
brick kiln, wagon 'factory, blacksmith shop, cheese 
processing plant, and a lively tavern dj^iring the peak of Its 
existence. A total of 6 doctors practiced here through the 
years. Torchlight parades took place on the village streets. 
The first white settlers came here in 1835 and lived among 
the Sac and Fox Indians. The general store was opened in 
1845 by John D. Robertson. The building was restored In 
1967 and Is now a museum and community center. Old 
dishes, cooking utensils, tools, patent medicines, posters, 
and other "store" items are on display. 

A well-timbered bluff — considered the highest elevation in 
the county — along Main Crooked Creek where 2 branches 
join. The 40-acre area features scenic views, picnicking, 
camping, hiking, horseback riding, fishing, and winter 
sports, and Is used as an outdoor classroom and game and 
wilderness preserve. All kinds of native trees and plants 
abound in the park. Sockum Ridge. (see below) may be seen 
from the cliff. 

Seventeen acres of rolling-to-rugged terrain covered with an 
excellent stand of hardwood timber, including most species 
native to southern Iowa, as well as native shrubs and wild 
flowers. The woods is named for the family who had 
previously owned about 14 acres of the land since 1890, 
and who presented it to the county. An additional 3 acres 
were donated by Maplecrest Turkey Farms. There are 
hiking trails and facilities for fishing and picnicking. The 
tract Is also used as a timber preserve and an outdoor 
classroom for nature study. 

Established: 1866 • 

One of possibly 10 Moravian Churches established In Iowa. 
The white-frame, steepled church, located in Franklin 
Township, Is reminiscent of rural churches In New England. 
The first settlers came here in 1854 to make their homes 
along the Burllngton-Slgourney trail. The village of Grace 
rtill at one time had. In addition to the church, a post 
office, general store, greenhouse, stone quarry, tailor, 
upholsterer, cabinetmaker, stonemason, wagon maker, and 
blacksmith, and in 1875, Dr. G. C. Wallace hung out his 
shingle. The church Is maintained and is still used on special 
occasions. Grace Hill Cemetery, nearby, dates back to 
1867. Originally, the choir system of burial was followed; 
men were buried in one group, women In another, and 
children in a third row. But, by 1890, family plots were In ' 
use. There are many fine old evergreens in the cemetery and 
a patch of native Iowa prairie. 
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92 -WASHINGTON • Hayes Timber 
^ ' (continued) Vz mile west of 

Washington, Iowa 

Washington County Conservation 
Board . ' 
; • John L. Davis, Executive Officer 

' Ainsworth, Iowa 52201 

• Iowa M^nnonite Historical Society 
Kalona, Iowa 

Clarence Bender, President 
R.R.I 

Kaiona, Iowa 52247 



• Jonathan Clark Conger Housef 
903 East Washington Street' 
Washington, Iowa 

Washington County Historical Society 
P. a Box 89 
Washington, Iowa 52353 

Stephen Viggers, President 
Historic Conger House, Inc. 
903 East Washington Street , 
Washington, Iowa 52353 





A 34.-acre tract deeded to Washington County in the 1920's 
by Caroline M, Hayes to be held as a memorial timber 
preserve. Native trees, some of large size, cover the^area. 
There are hiking trails and limited picnic areas.' The natural 
outdoor classroom is used primarily for nature study. 



Organized: 1948 
Number of Members: 41 

The Society ^maintains a collection of historical records and 
objects from Washington and Johnson Counties in the 
Mennonite Museum, built in 1971-72. ThebricK building is 
a part of XVCe Kalona Historical Villege complex developed 
and operated by Kalona Historical Society Uee below). 

Admission: $1.00 

Of^en: June through October, 2:00-5:00 p.m.; other times 
by appointment 

A 23-Foem brick house, once the social and political center 
of Washington County, acquired by Washington County 
Historical Society and restored in 1973 as a county 
museum and meeting place. An old-fashioned Christmas is 
observed the first 2 weekends in December. T|ie house is on 
the National Register of Historic Places. ^ 

Jonathan Clark Conger started work as an apprentice 
shoemaker at the age of 15 and ended up.as one of the 
wealthier men in the community. His fortufjie came from 
land speculation, money lending, and purchase of county 
warrants. The property was purchased by Conger on June 
6, 1848 from the heirs of Thomas Ritchey, and consisted of 
77 acres and a small house. This became the southeast wing 
of the present house, built just after the Civil War. The 
original brick exterior was covered with cement soon after 
1900 for easier maintenance. There are 5 fireplaces, and the 
interior woodwork inciludes a walnut stairway. 

The Conger's daughter, Clara, was married to Colonel C. J. 
Wilson, a lawyer, and the Wilsons inherited the property 
following Conger's death in 1904. Mrs. Conger had died in 
1896. Gplonel Wilson was curator of the original 
Washi^^^n County Historical Society, organized June 6, 
1906.Mt was in the den of the house that the extensive 
collection of Civil War mementoes and Indian relics was 
kept by the Society. 

Prior to acquisition of the house by Washington County 
Historical Society, it was used for a restaurant and a nursing 
home at different times, after which it stood vacant for a 
number of years. 
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92 -WASHINGTON 
(continued) 



Jonathan Clark Conger House 
(continued) 



Kalona Historical Society 
South side of Iowa 22, west of 
Ninth Street, Kalona, Iowa 

H. E. Peterseim 
Kalona, Iowa 52247 




'■!y .- f ."-.^. iii t.^,._ A - ... .. ' !iL ' i ' w"yi-..|^ ' ; 



• Lake Darling State Rirk 

3 miles west of Brighton, Iowa 

State Conservation Commission 

State Office Building 

300 Fourth Street 

Des Moines, Iowar50319 



Norman Chipman Grave 
Woqdiawn Cemetery 
Washington, Iowa 




The mansion is restored to depict the major periods in its 
history 1850, 1870, and 1900. Featured are a pioneer 
kitchen, loom room, front and back parlor's, and den. 
Old-fashioned gardens will be replanted to include peonies, 
iris^ poppies, moss rose, and Ijiberoses for which Colonel 
Wilson was well known. 

Organized: 1970 

Meetings: Board, first Thursday of month; Annual, as called 
Admission to Historicai Viiiage:. $1 .00 

The old Rock Island Railroad depot, acquired by the 
Society as a gift was moved to its new location, to beCQme 
the first buifdmg on the site of the Historical Village. A 
pioneer log cabin was later acquired from a farm near 
Kalona, The Kempftown Store has also been moved to the 
village and refurbished. This general store served the Amisb 
community from abouj 1890-95, and was run by Menno 
and Milo Kempf, twin brothers. Also included in the village 
is one of the area's first 1- room schools ("Straw College"), 
a "Gran(;(pa" house^ outdoor brick oven, antique machinery 
building, the Iowa Mennonite Historical Society Museum 
(see above), the Wahl Museum (named for" the donor of 
several hundred artifacts and a parcel of land included in 
the village site), a gift shop, and an information center. 
During the Fall Harvest Festival,' homemade goods and 
foods rpay be sampled, old time entertainment and craft 
demonstrations are featured, and art works displayed, 

Dedicated: September 17, 1950 



7-^re 



A 1,417-afere park, with a 2y2-mile long, 400-acre artificial 
lake which is fed by Honey Creek and several small 
branches and has a maximum depth of 31 feet. Lake^ 
Darling is named for Jay Norwood (Ding) Darling 
(1876-1962), Pulitzer Prike«winning cartoonist with th^Des 
Moines Register Ding was a nationally known 
conservationist who served on many committees and in 
organizations concerned with preservation of lands waters, 
and wildlife. Lake Jay Darling, a waterfowl nesting 
restoration in Saskatchewan, Canada, supported by Ducks 
Unlimited, Ir^c, was also named in his honor. 

A small^ gravestone bearing the initials "N. C/' marks the 
final resting place of Norman Chipman, the father of Norton 
Parker Chipman (1834 orJ836-1924). A companion stone 
marked "S.P.C." Is that of his mother Sara P. Chipman. 
The younger Chipman was one of the persons who took the 
necessary action to designate Memorial Day as a national 
holiday in the United ?tates, first observed May 30, 1868. 
At that time, Chipman, who claimed Washingtoh, Iowa as 
his home, was adjutant general of the G.A.R. In 
Washington, D. C. The idea of Memorial Day belongs to an 
unknown soldier whose^ native Germany followed, this 
custom, but it was Chipman who wrote the order creating 
the holiday. ■ ' ^ 
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(continued) 



Norman Chipman Grave 
(continued) 




Sockum Ridge Park 

5 miles southeast of 
Washington, Iowa 

Washington County Conservation 
Board 

Joho L. Davis, Executive Officer 
AInsworth, low^ 52201 

Timothy Brown Memorial^ 
Elm Grove Cemetery 
Washington, Iowa 



• Walnut School 

Between Washington and 
Brighton, Iowa 
on Iowa 1 

• Washington County 
Historical Society 
P. 0- Box 89 

Washington, Iowa 52353 

Charles Hotle, President 
839 South Avenue B 
Washington, Iowa 52353 



Wassonville Mill Site 

1 mil^ north of Wellman, Iowa 



Chipman fought with distinction in the Civil War, and was 
severely wounded in the thigh on February 15, 1862, 
during the ^ege and capture of Fort Donnellson in 
Tennessee. During the summer of 1863, 'while home on 
furlough. Colonel Chipman (later brigadier general) was 
called to South English to subdue an uprising^-theT&lly War 
or Skunk River War (see Keokuk County). A mob of 600 
gathered on the river bottoms during this Civil War 
incident. 

Chipman served as judge advocate during the Andersonville 
Trials and later (in 1911) published a book, "The Tragedy 
of Arfdersonville." He was also in the War Department 
under Secretary Stanton and was with President Abraham 
Lincoln when the Gettysburg Address was delivered. 
Chipman died in San Francisco, California. * \ 

An 80«acrti tract, mostly covered with timber native to 
Iowa — oak, hickory, walnut^ and elm — ^located near Main 
Creek where the pioneers first settled in Washington 
0^^ntv^^^i^ds and game are numerous. The area is used las 
an outdoor classroom, and there are scenic^iews l^rom the 
ridge, bridle and hiking trails, and facilities for piqpicking, 
fishing, and camping. 

A monument erected to the memory ojF^Timothy Brown by 
the State of Iowa and the citizens of Washington, Iowa. 
Brown, a Revolutionary War soldier, served under General 
George Washington and died in Washingtori County, Iowa 
on May 30, 1852 at the age of 90. 

An early 1-room schoolhouse preserved in its original state. 
It was formerly known as Memorial Miller Schoc!. 



Organized: June 6, 1^906 
Incorporate^: November 13, 1959 
Meetings: February, June, and September 
Number of Merr)bers: 110 
Dues: $1 .00 annual 

The Society sponsors annual summer tours to points of 
historic interest within Washington County, A room in the 
City Library contains written material of historic interest. 
A log cabin (c. 1840) has been moved to a site near the 
D A R Log Cabin (see above) in Sunset Park. 

Also of historic interest is Washington County Hospital, 
dedicated July 15, 1912, the first tax supported county 
, hospital in the United States. There have been several 
additions to the original building. 

The site of the old town of Wassonville ar^d the mill, 
located along the English River, has been preserved as a 
picnic area. According to legend, John Brown stayed in the 
villagfe and Jeft boxes of clothing, never claimed. A peaceful 
old cemetery and an old quarry site are nearby. There are 
Indian campsites and mounds along the river. 
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Corydon Lake Cotinty Park 

1 mile west of Corydon, Iowa 

Wayne County Conservation Board 
Charles Humeston, Jr, 
Humesfon, Iowa 50123 



Harry's Dog house 

Next to Dial Telephone Building 

Humeston, Iowa 

H.W. Marks 
P.O. 6ox215 
Humestonjowa 56l23 



• Little Red School House 
1 mile north of Lineville, Iowa 
on U.S. 65 



• Wayne County Historical Museum 
On Iowa 2 
Corydon, Iowa 

Mrs. Harry (Ann) Hibbs, Curator 
Corydon, Iowa 50060 
or 

Mrs. Beecher (tdith) Crawford, 
Assistant Curator 
Corydon, Iowa 50060 



DESCRIPTION 




A multi-use park of 78 acres of heavUy timbered land 
surrounding Corydon Reservoir (51 acres), the source of 
water for Cbrydon. An abundance of wildlife, many 
varieties of trees and shrubs, and a wildlife management 
area are within the park. There are hiking trails, nature 
study areas (wild flowers, shrubs, and wildlife), and 
facilities for picnicking, fishing, and camping. 



Established: 
Admission: 



Early 1920's 
Free 



J 



A collection of over 10,000 ornamental dogs, claimed to be 
the world's largest, is on dispaly in 4 separate rooms. The 
figures are made c|f ajj kinds of materials — metal/wood, 
glass, ceramics, plaster of Paris, and cement — and over 100 
are animated. There are dogs, with wagging tails, others 
whose mouths open acid close, dogs on a teeter-totter, and 
dogs riding on a merry-go-round and a ferris wheel. 

Owned b9 Wayne County Historical Society, this old school 
building is equipped with desks, pot bellied stoves, 
classroom equipment, and manikins of the teacher and 
pupils^in the dress of ^eir day. 



Erected: 1964; new addition completed 1971 
Admission: $0.50; children (5-14 years) $0.25 
Open: Daily during summer, 1 : 00-5:00 p.m., except Mon- 
day; Sunday only, during winter; other times by X 
appointment \^ [ 

A museum containing 20,0dQ^ square feet of floor space and 
over 26,000 items related to Wayne County history. The 
Colonial-style brick building jnXludes exhibits of general 
merchandise; 'the cage and safe frh(n the original Ocobock 
Bank of Corydon, robbed of $10,dOO by Jesse James in 
1871; dentist's office; doctor's off icfe^ an early kitchen, 
dining room, parlor, living room, p^Wod room, and 
bedroom; general store; drugstore; post offtce; barber' shop; 
toy shop; music, room; church; jail; and the^^urniture and 
railings from the courtroom where Clell Miller, a^cnemW of 
the Jesse James gang, was tried for murder. There are also 
collections of early tools, telephones, textiles, and oW 300 ' 
varieties of birds and animals from Wayne County. Mahy of 
the 1,200 items formerly housed in tfie Dickey Museirm 
(Shantytown) are now on display here. A Historicar\ 
Memorial honoring the Mormon trek was formally opened \ 
July 1 4, 1 973 at the museum. 

According to William Clayton's Journal (published by 
Clayton l=amlly Association, Salt Lake City, 1921,Deseret 
News), Clayton composed the Mormon hymn "All Is Well" 
(afso called "Come, Come Ye Saints") on the morning of 
April 15, 1846 while the pioneers were camped along 
Locust Creek, south of present-day Corydon. Clayton had 
just received word that his wife had safely deliverecl?"^ fine 
^t boy" back in Nauvoo, lUii^iois, and all was well. The 
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(continued) 



Wayne County Historical Museum 
(continued). 



94 « WEBSTER 




Fort Dodge 
D-5 



• Wayne County Historical Society 
Corydon, Iowa 

Amy Robertson, President 
Promise City, Iowa 52583 



Blanden Art Gallery 
920 Third Avenue South 
Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501 

Stephen L. Rhodes, Director 




Carlson Recr^tiolfi Area 
Southwest of Stratford, Iowa 

Webster County Conservation Board 
Robert Heun, Executive Officer 
R.R.2 

Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501 



song caught on and became the grand marching song of all 
Mormons who trudged across the plains. 

The D A R Log Cabin formerly located in Corydon's 
Walden Park was given to Wayne Co^gnty Historical So^gi(gl;y, 
and was moved in 1969 to Dotts Park, near the museum. 
This cabin was built from logs usej] in an original pioneer 
home of the early 1850's, one of the first log cabins to be 
built in Wayne County. The cabin has been furnished with 
items brought into Wayne County in "mover wagons." 

Organized: August?, 1942 
Meetings: Monthly 
Number of Members: 1 ,425 
^ Dues: $1.00 annual; $10.00 life 

\ Sponsors exhibits and workshops. Owns and operates 
K^^ayne County Historical Museum at Corydon (see above) 
^"^InS^the Little Red School House at Lineville (see above) . - 

* Opened to Public: 1931 
Dedicated; Jiine 5, 1932 

Dues for Bianden Gallery Federation of Arts, Inc.: $5.00 

annual; $10,00 family; $2.50 student 
Admissibn ^o A rt Gallery: F ree 
Gallery Open: Tuesday through Friday, 1 :30-4:30 p.m.; 

Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-noon; Sunday, 1 :30- 

5:00 p.m.rclosed Monday 

A yellow brick building of classic 
design, presented to the citizens of 
Fort Dodge by Charles Granger 
Bianden in memory of his wife, 
' Elizabeth Mills Bianden. Mr... 
Bianden was only 30^ years old 
when elected mayor of Fort Dodge. 
Mrs. Bianden was a teacher in the 
' Fort Dodge public school system. 
Outstanding exa'mples of 
contemporary art are on display, 
including the work of Calder, 
Chagall, Kandinsky, Klee, Lipchitz, 
and Miro. Special events* are 
sponsored, art classes offered, and a 
children's classic film series shown. 
Group tours are available. A 
number of local clubs hold regular 
meetings at the gajlery. 

A 94-acre wooded tract, adjacent to the Des Moines River, 
set aside for wildlife habitat and recreation. The small 
*1-room, Anderson log cabin, built about 1857 is in the area. 
Across the road, toward the river, is a meadow of native 
grasses and wild flowers. The area is used for hiking, 
birdwatching, and nature study. 

The grave of Mrs. Josepih (Jane) Hardin, who died in 1855, 
is also located in Hardin Township, which was named for 
her husband. ^ 
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Central Oiapter, 
I^WQ'Archeolog^ical Society 
Fort Dodge, lovva 

David Carlson, President 
R. R. 

Otho, Iowa 50569 
or , 

Mrs. Ray Miftelstadt, 
Secretary-Treasu rer 
1425 North 10th Street 
Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501 



Deception Hollow 
3 miles southeast of 
Lehigh, Iowa 

, State Conservation Commission 
State Office Building 
300 Fourth Street 
Des jVloines, Iowa 50319 

» DolHver Memorial State Park 
4 miles northw^ of Lehigh, Iowa 
off Iowa 50 

State Conservation Commission 
State Office Building 
300 Fourth Street - 
Pes Moines, Iowa 50319 




J 



Organized: 1969 

Meetings: Second Monday of month, 7:30 p.m., Septem- 
ber through May . 
Number of Members: 21 

Dues: $3.00 annual; $5.00 family; $2.00 student (16 and 
over); $10.00 sustaining; $50.00 life; nonvoting in- 
stitutional $3.00; nonvoting junior $1 .00 

A r^ional chapter of the Iowa Arthedlogical Society (see 
Cherokee County). Permanent displays of artifacts m^y be 
seen at Iowa Central Community College. Work is done at 
archeological sites during the summer. Speakers on 
archeology and early man in Iowa are featured at meetings, 
some of which are held jointly with Webster County 
Historical Society (see below). 

Forty acres of climax timber which suddenly appears in an 
area of flat land along the Des Moines River. The large . 
basswood and oak trees provide homes for wildlife. Along 
the river edge and the creek, water life may be seen. Wild 
flowers and birds are abundant. 



Dedicated: June 28, 1925 

This area of about 600 acres is one of 5 large pafks located 
on the Des Moines River, and is a memorial to Jonathan P. 
Dolliver, orator, statesman (U.S. Senator .from Iowa, 
1900-1910), and conservationist who once lived and 
worked in these hills and valleys'. A bronze likeness of 
Dolliver has been placed gn a ^ndstone ledge^- above a 
spring, located in the center of the park. The plaque is the 
work of Lorado'Taft (1860-1936), noted American 
sculptor.^ 

Of interest in the park are the deep ravines and slopes of 
over 1,000 feet, massive sandstone cliffs 150 feet high, 
cav^, and wooded hills covered with almost eyery variety 
of tree, shrub, wild flower, and fern native to central Iowa. 
Indian mounds are located atop one of the highest points in 
the state. Boneyard Hollow, a narrow, rocky ravine running 
back from the river, was named for the wagon loads of 
bones of buffalo (bison), elk^ and deer supposedly 
unearthed there by early settlers^i It has been said that 
Indians used this dead-end valley as a trap for the animals, 
and many ancient Indian relics have Been found in the area. 

Flakes Riffle, located on the Des Moin^ River at the south 
edge of the park, is believed to be a dam constructed by 
Indians of rocks, and was used for fish driv^. 

Copperas beds, located in sandstone blu As which are also 
impregnated with iron and coal, are the park's most unusual 
geological feature. These deposits lie along tlye banks of 
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DolHver Memorial State Park 
(continued) 



• Fort Dodge Historical 
Foundation, Inc. 
Museum Road and U.S. 20 
Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501 

James Wlaurer, President * 
540 A Street 
Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501 
or 

- Mrs. Jay (Betty) Smith, Curator 
1404 North 9th Street 
Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501 




Prairie Creek and were used by Indians for paint and dyes. 
Dolllver is also a paradise for birds. There are facilities for 
picnicking, fishing, aRd camping, and there are 5 miles of 
hiking trails. 

Just outside the park Is WoodTnan Hollow (named for A. S. 
Woodman), which has been designated q State Preserve. 
These areas are intend^ for such pa^ive activities as nature 
study and observation, photography, hiking, and bird 
watching, and not for recreational purposes. A deep gorge 
cuts into ^ndstone slopes, famous for ferns, wild flowefs, 
and rare plants. A forested ridge overlooks the Des Moines 
River. 

Lehigh, southeast of the park, was settled in the 1850's and 
was first called Slabtown, then Tyson's Mill and Vesfjer, 
before the change to its present name. For many years coaf 
mining was the chief industry. Lehigh is now pne of the 
largest clay producing towns in the area. 

Estabi/shed: 1962; replica of fort dedicated in May 1964 
Number of Members: 750 

Admission: $0.50; children, $0.25; under age 5, free 
Open: Daily, 9:00 a.m. -7:00 p.m., Memorial Day through 
Labor Day; 9:00 a.m,-5:00 p.m., after Labor Day 
to October 15; closed October 15-May 15; other 
times by appoirkment 

Owns and operates the Fort Dodge Historical Museum, 
Stockade and Fort. A government fort, built in 1850 as 
quarters for the U. S. Sixth Infantry, was established at 
Fort Dodge to^Jkotect the early settlers against hostile 
Sioux Indians. IW completed fort contained 21 buildings. 
When the post was abandoned in July 1853 it was the most 
northerly fort in Iowa, Later events woulfTlndicate that 
Fort Dodgip was abandoned too soon. Indian raids during 
subsequent years increased in ferocity, culminating *m the 
Spirit Lake Massacre (see Dickinson County). 

The post's sutler was Major William Williams, who 
subsequently purchased the abandoned fort site and 
barracks in 1854* and later became the first mayor of the 
City of Fort Dodge. The grave of Major Williams is in 
Oakland Cemetery. The original fort was located about a 
mile from the present site, between Lizard Creek and 
Soldiers Greek, along the D^ Moines River (see Site of Fort 
Dodge, below) . 

Two original log cabins-one the first hotel and the other 
t^ first post office In Fort Dodge -wer.e used in recreating 
the old fort. It was from the settlement of Fort Dodge that 
Major Williams led the<, Spirit Lake Massacre Relief 
Expedition in 1857. The post is a replica of Fort Schuyler 
(also called Fort Williams), which was built at Chain Lakes 
(now lo\ft|ftlake) on the lowa-Minne^ta Border, durihg the 
Indian uj^l^ngs in Minnesota in 1864.; by members of the 
Northern Border Brigade under Major jj!>illiam Williams, The 
Northern BonJer Brigade was organized by northern lowans 



erJc 



(266. 

00^78 



C0y^3TYAW0 
COUNTY SEAT; 
LOCATiOW 0^S MAP 



^3AME ANOXOCATSOM 



DESCRiPTilOSy 



94 -WEBSTER 
(continued) 



Fort Dodgo Historian 
Foundatton, inc. 
(continued) 
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during the Civil War They built and manned forts to 
protect residents in this part of the state from Indian 
attacks. 

Collections of the old Webster County Historical Society 
(organized in 1931) are included in the museum displays, 
consi^ing of Indian artifacts, pioneer articles relate to the 
community, a reproduction of Fort Schuyler (built at Iowa 
Lak^^y men of the [Morthern Border Brigade in 1862), leg 
irons used on the as^ssin of President William McKin'ley, 
century-old furniture and home furnishings, old wooden 
carpenter's tools (plane, brace and bit^ router, and 
shaver-plane), fossils and rocks, stuffed birds. World War I 
and II articles, and Chinese and Alaskan art. The fort is 
surrounded by a stockade. Outside the palisade is the fir^ 
school built in Webster County, at Border Plains, and "Arts 
\Art," a collection of wood and concrete figures of bison, 
Jdeer, elk, polar bear, camel, rhino, and other life-size 
/animals carved and formed by the late Art Caffrey on his 
f farm near Jolley and moved here In 1966,' 

A replica of the Cardiff Giant is being carved from a 
T2-foot^long, 8-foot-wide, 5-foot-thick block of gypsum, 
weighing about 24-tons, obtained from the National 
Gypsum Company quarry r?6ar Fort Dodge. The replica will , 
be exhibited at the Fort Dodge Historical Museum, 
Stockade and Fort. Wesley, Iowa sculptor Clif Carlson was 
hired to create the replica. The original Cardiff Giant 
was one of /Vir^ierica's most famous hoaxes, which' began 
in 1866, At that time, George Hull, a cigar maker from 
Binghamton, Nqw York, jwhose sister lived in Ackley, 
Iowa, decided to perpetrate the hoax to prove the 
existence of Biblical giants, A 5-ton block of gypsum 
was located in a mine at Sha^y Oaks, 5 miles south- 
east of Fort Dodge, loaded on a wagon drawn by 6 
teams of oxen,. and hauled to Boone, Iowa, the nearest 
railhea(iZ The trip took 3 weeks. From Bpone, the^psum 
block 'went to Chicago, where stonecutter * Edward 
Burkhardt carved the fake man. The figure was 10 feet4y2 
inches tall and weighed about VA tons. The completed giant 
was shipfjed to Union, New York as "machinery," late in 
the fall of 1868. From there it was taken to Cardiff, New. 
York and buried under cover of darkness. It was then 
"discovered" in 1869, and soon the entire country was 
jumping with excitement over the incident. Thousands of 
persons paid an admission fee to see thgpremark able: object, 
and there were arguments among the sdenlists as to 
; whether the figure was a petrified giant or a*^^%v^^ft by 
an earlier civilization. The experts were baff led'iDy tf^ pores 
in the g\jpsum (made with needles) and the antique 
appearance (produced by Sulphuric acid). After the hoa^ 
was finally exposed, the giant. was returned to Iowa In 1913 
when Joseph R. Mulroney of Fort Dodge purchased it for 
; $10,000, In the late 1920's, the figure was bought and 
displayed at the Hawkeye Fair /Grounds by the Cardiff 
• Giant Association, Then, in 1935, Gardner Cowles, Jr, (at 
^ l^^i*'"^® vice-president of the Des Moines Register and 
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Fort Dodge H3st<5ri«53l 
Foundatson, Snc. 
(continued) 



• HardscrabbSe (LsDimburoJowp) 
^mile north of Iowa 175, along 
the Des Moines River (about 6 miles 
east of Dayton, Iowa) 



Lake OBe Park 
Dayton, Iowa 



Webster County Conservatioh Board 
Robert Heun, Executive Officer 
R, R. 2 

Fort Dodge, Iowa 5()501 



I B^&Hc^-Straneck Prairie 

southwest of 
^#iiirt Dodge, Iowa 

Webster County Conservation Board 
Robert Heun, Executiv^ Officer 
R.R.2 \ 
Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501 



Tribune Company) obtained the Cardiff Giant and 
displayed it at the Iowa State Fair, Cowles sold the giant in 
1948 to the New York State Historical Association, 
operators of the Farmers' Museum in Cooperstown, New 
York, where "Old Hoaxie" has remained. 

The coal mining town of Linnburg, in southeast Webster 
County, was nicknamed "Hardscrabble" from the fact that 
residents had a difficult time to eke out an existence. Once 
a thriving community In the 1890's, it has long since 
become a ghost town. One building (now a farm home) 
remains to mark the townsite, located in a beautiful valley 
known as Hungry Hollow, through which Skillet Creek 
runs. Rotting remains of several old buildings can be seen. 
Other buildings were rnpved to new localities after 
Hardscrabble passed out^ of existence. An old stagecoach 
trail (s still visible in places. At its 'peak, the community 
boasted 3 producing coal mines, a hotel, grocery, meat 
market, cafe, tool shop/ post office (July 25, 1894 - April 
30, 1914), and 40 to 50 homes, and as many as a dozen 
trains a day served the settlement. The Des Moines River is 
urvique in the area, running between precipitous bluffs only 
a mile apart. There are Indian mounds on top of the hills. 

A 29-agre tract, characterized by moderately heavy tree 
cover and a valley through which Skillet Creek flows. 
Around 1910, a dam was built on Skillet Creek, 
tmpounding about 272 acres^of clear water which became 
known as Lake Ole, The pond was used for swimming and 
fishing in the summer and ice skating in the winter. At one 
time, ice wa& cut from the lake and ^ored in a large 
ice|iouse nearby to be shipped by railroad during the 
warmer months. The lake gradually silted in, sloughs and 
wetlands in the area were drained, and the dam deteriorated 
until the lake became very small. In the early 1940's the 
remaining portion of the dam was dynamited out. The 
construction of a new impounding dam and concrete 
spillway will form'a new 3!^-acre lake about 20 feet deep. 

A 20-acr^ tract of prairie covered with big bluestem grass. 
This is primarily upland prairie-never plowed or grazed-but 
includes some marshland. Native plants include compass 
plant, prairie clover, purple ooneflower, wild strawberry, 
prairie aster^ water hemlock, rattl^nake master, blazing 
star, goldenrod, and Indian grass. The prairie is being 
preserved as an outdoor classroom and wildlife area. 



Lorenzo §. Coffin Farm (Willow Edge) ^ The one-time 1000 rcre showplace farm of Lorenzo S.* 



and Burial Piot 
Northwest of Fort Dodge, Iowa; 
1 mile west of Junction of U.S. 1 69 
and Iowa 7, then 1 mile north 
on gravel road 



Coflfin (April 10, 1823-January 17, 1915), teacher, 
reformer, philanthropist, and prominent pioneer farmer. A 
native of New Hampshire, Coffin settled in Iowa in 1854. 
One of his friends was James A. Garfield, a friendship th^t 
began during college days. Coffin was a lay preacher and for 
many years was a circuit rider. He served in the Civil War. 
In 1883, Coffin was appointed by Governor Sherman to the 
Iowa State Railroad Commission, and continued in that<^ 
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94 



WEBSTER 
(continued) 



Lorenzo & Coffin Farm (WiHow Edge) 

and Buroal Plot 

(continued) 



Lost Grove 

Southeast of Harcourt, Iowa % mile, 

in N.E. %of Section 24, 

Lost Grove Township, 

on the Orville Anderson farm 



DESCRIPTION 



office until 1888. During this time, fie attained national 
recognition for his railroad safety legislation, passed by 
Iowa and, 4 years later, by the United States Congress, This 
required automatic brakes and coupler equipment on all 
railroad cars. He was forever concerned with the welfare of 
railroad men. 

\^ 

In 1891, he built Hope Hall on the farm', for the benefit of 
convicts recently released from prison, a project abandoned 
when Anamosa became a reformatory. The home was then 
transferred to the W,C,T,U, and used as a home for 
wayward girls until it burned. In 1906, Coffin was a 
candidate for Governor of Iowa on the Prohibition ticket, 
and in 1908 he was the Christian Unity Candidate for vice 
president. His wife and daughter were active in the Iowa 
women's rights movement. 

The house has been altered considerably and reduced in size 
from when Coffin lived there. An 8-sided barn, built in 
^lfl69, stood for 90 years, but finally collapsed, 

t 

Coffin is buried with other members of his family in a 
cemetery plot on the farm. The cemetery is fenced and is 
maintained by the Railroad Brotherhoods as a memorial, 

A grove of trees that has attracted attention since pioneer 
times, named for the fact that when this area was first 
settled it was the only clump of trees for miles around and 
there seemed to be no explanation for its existence — a 
misplaced or lost grove of trees. Discovery of the grove in 
1863 is generally credited to Reverend Father Youker, an 
early settler near Gowrie. The grove was originally on an 
island jn a , shallow lake which protected the trees from 
prairie fires. The lake has since disappeared and the trees 
are now in the center of a pasture. 






COUNTY AND NAME AND LOCATOON DESCRlPtHON 

COUNTY SEAT; 
LOCATJON ON MAP 



94 - WEBSTER 
(continued) 



J- 



3 • 



Lost Grove 
(continued) 



• Pioneer Museum 
Main Street 
Haroourt, Iowa 

Francis Carlson, Sr., Owner 
R.R. 1 

Harcourt, Iowa 50544 




• Powers Crossing Stagecoach House 
South of Tara, Iowa, southwest 
of Fort Dodge, Iowa 

Privately owned, but the 
house may be viewed from 
the road 



• Richey Log Cabin 
Harcourt, Iowa 

Mrs. Laurel Bittle Carlson, Owner 
Harcourt, Iowa 50544 



There are many stories associated with the grove. According 
to legend, this was a favorite camping ground for Indians, a 
place of refuge for the stagecoach and passengers during 
sudden winter blizzards, and a place where a thief fleeing 
from justice buried his loot. The grove undoubtedly served 
as a landmark for early settlers and many lost travelers. . 
When Lost Grove Township was organized October 12, 
1869, it took its name from this clump of trees. Many of 
the trees are now dead or dying and, since no new ones are 
taking their place, the old landmark may eventually 
disappear. 

Established: 1965 
Admission: _$0.35 

Open: Daily, 1:00-5:00 p.m.. May 1 to September 1; other 
times by appointment 

Features a collection of antique tools, furnishings, utensils, 
and family belongings brought to Iowa from Sweden. 
Model "rooms" include a children's room, with toys and 
small furniture; a living room, complete with parlor organ, 
Edison phonograph with cylinder -§hapedo records, iron 
heating stove, and rocking chair; a bedroom with antique 
furnishings; and a kitchen with iron ^•ange, cupboard, 
kettles, and dishes. There are also over 125 old irons, from 
charcoal irons and flatirons to electric irons; a top buggy; 
an 1856 Wheeler and Wilson sewing machine; sleigh bells: a 
1925 Model T roadster; early spark plugs; antique greeting 
cards; grindstone; wooden pump; the sign and pot-bellied 
stove from the old Harcourt depot; cider press; churns; jugs 
and kegs; bee smokers; a magazine and newspaper 
collection; and an old Swedish family Bible. 

A brick house with 5 chimneys, constructed around 1858 
at the ford on Lizard Creek. This was a stagecoach stop and 
inn on the road from Fort Dodge to Sioux City until the 
stagecoach was replaced by the railroad in tjje 1870's. 

In the limestone ledges along Lizard Creek, small 
brachiopods, crinoid fragments, and other fossils may be 
found. Limestbne with ripple marks is also present. 

Admission: Donation j 
Open: By appointment 

A pioneer home, originally built in 1855 in Dayton 
Township, Webster County ,j3y Gasper T. Richey, who came 
to Iowa from Ohio. The log house, 20 by 24 feet in size, 
was built of hewed native oak logs, pegged together, and 
was originally 2 stories in height. Floors were of walnut* 
Water came from a spring in the hillside. The log house, 
locate\i high above the Des Moines River, had been covered 
with siding. In 1967, the building was mov«i 12 miles to 
Harcourt, converted to a IVi-story log cabin, and restored 
to its original condition as necTrly as possible. The cabin has 
been furnished and is maintained as a relic of bygone days. 
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94. WEBSTER 
(continued) 



• Rossow PrairBu 

5 miles north of Duncombe, Iowa 

Webster County Conservation Board 
Robert Heun, Executive Officer 
R,R,2 

Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501 



Approved for Acquisition: November 16, 1971 

Forty acres of virgin prairie slough, including a 12-acre 
prairie marsh, preserv^J in its natural state for nature study 
and use as an outdoor clas^oom. The land, owned by the 
Rossow family since pioneer days, has never been plowed. 
Because of the variety of native prairie vegetation, the area 
is especially attractive to botanists and nature 
photographers. 





Site of Fort Dodge (military post) 
Northwest corner of 1st Avenue North 
and North 4th Street 
Fort Dodge, Iowa 



Swede Bend Church 
Southwest of Stratford, Iowa, 
in Hardin Township 



The Diggings 

North edge of Fort Dodge, Iowa 

Howard Jensen 

2501 North 7th Street 

Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501 



• Vegors Cemetery 

North of Stratford, Iowa 



On the grounds of the Fort Dodge Community School 
Administration Building, formerly Wahkonsa Elementary 
School, a 5-foot boulder and bronze tablet mark the site of 
the old fnilitary post established in 1850 to protect early 
settlers from the Indians, The fort was first called Fort 
Clarke, after Brevet Major Newman S. Clarke, Since other 
posts in this territory had the same name, it was renamed 
Fort Dodge^'n June 25, 1851, This was to honor Henry 
Dodge (1782-1867), Governor of the Territory, of 
Wisconsin (1836-41 and 1845-48) and U,S, Senator from 
Wisconsin (1848-57), who fought in the War of 1812, the. 
Black Hawk War of 1832, and other Indian wars. The post 
buildings extended from 3rd Street east, along 1st Avenue 
North (originally named Williams Street). The fort was 
abandoned in 1853 and became the nucleus of the present 
City of Fort Dodge, 

A pioneer church dating back to the 1860's, considered to 
be the mother church of the Mission Covenant denomi- 
^ nation. Many of the original fixtures are contained in the 
church, which is still used on special occasions, 

A 7-acre woods near the Des Moines River, containing black 
oak, red oak, white oak, hickory, black maple, ash, and 
t^sswood, A hogback hill runs through the property, 
providing slopes facing ,north, west, and south. The timber 
has been protected for many years. 

The property was acquired by the Iowa Chapter of The 
Nature Conservancy in 1968 as a gift from Mrs. Susan 
Atwell, who resided adjacent to the woods, 

This 1849 cemetery, overlooking the valley of the Boone 
and Des Moines Rivers, was also the burial site of Indians 
(5Q0 B.C, to 500 A,D.) before the white man came. It is 
estimated that over ^50 Indian mounds exist along the Des 
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Vincent Home 

824 Third Avenue South 

Fort Dodge, Iowa 




Webster County Historical Society 
Fdrt Dodge, Iowa 

Mrs. Mildred Jones, President 
71 6 North Second Street 
Fort Dodge, Iowa 50,501 

. or 
Roger Natte 

Iowa Central Community College 

330 Avenue M 

Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501 



^ Er|c 



Moin^ River between Ledges and Dolllver Memorial State 
Parks. Over 100 of these are located in the Stratford area. 
Five conical Indian mounds are located within Vegors 
Cemetery, 4 of which contain graves of white persons. 

!^ pionument in the cemetery marks the grave of "Mrs. Jno. • 
Lott," wife of the Henry Lott credited with being 
r^ponsible for the Indian uprisings that led. to the Spirit 
Lake Massacre. (See Dickinson County.) Lott was described 
by Major Williams, founder of Fort Dodge, as a bootlegger, 
scoundrel, cut^throat, horse thief, murderer, and all-round 
shady character. Mrs. Lott was driven from her cabin during 
an Indian raid in 1846. She became ill from shock and 
exposure, died a short time afterwards, and was the first 
v^fhite woman to be buried in the area. (See Bloody Run 
and Lotts Creek Park, Humboldt County.) A 12-year old 
son, Milton Lott, froze to death while running for help 
after escaping from the Sioux Indians who were led by 
Sidomioadotah or "Two Fingers." The boy's body was 
found December' 18, 1846. He was the first white person to 
die in Boone County, and was later buried along the river 
bank. The site of the grave was lost as years went by, but 
was rediscovered in 1903 by 2 men who were present and 
assisted in the original burial, and members of the Madrid 
Historical Society. On December 18, 1905, some 59 years 
after the body was found, a monument and marker were 
placed within a few feet of the final resting place of young 
Milton Lott. 

A Revolutionary War soldier, Benjamin Bell (1751-1853), is 
also buried here (see Bell's Mill Park, ^ove). Hq lived to the 
age of 102 and is believed to be the only veteran of the 
American Revolution buried in central Iowa. 

A 3-story, soft red brick house on which construction was 
begun in 1871 by James- Swain. The house was sold to 
Webb Vincent in 1879. The original - design has been 
essentially preserved through the years. The sturdy exterior 
walls are 30 inches thick. The house .features slender, 
11 -foot-high windows with an unusual^ type of wooden 
shutters; parquet flooring in the dining room; high ceilings; 
fireplaces^ — one with nursery rhyme ceramic tiles; and a 
huge ballroom on the third floor. The roof is of mansard 
style. The ho me' was occupied by the Vincent family until 
the recent death of Mrs.^ Donald Vincent, who willed the 
property to the Fort Dodge y!w.C.A. 

Reorganized: January 1970 u 

Meetings: Second Monday of month ^ 

Number of Members: 100 

Dues: $3.00 annual; $5.P0 contributing; $100.00 life; $0.50 
student 

Organized to collect and reproduce historical materials, 
present programs ort lov\/a and local history, and publish a 
newsletter. ' 
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Forest^i^y 
A-6 



Hogsback Area 

3 miles northwest of 

Lake Mills, Iowa 

Winnebago County Conservation Board 
Jim Amelsberg, Executive Officer 
R. R. 2, Thorpe Park 
Forest City, Iowa 50436 



» Lame Creek Genealogical Society 
Forest City, Iowa 

Frank D. Myers, 
Corresponding Secretary 
( 2^6 North 11th 
Forest City, Iowa 50436 

» North Central Iowa Museum 
and Historical Society 
Forest City, Iowa 

Mrs. Roy (Amy) Belsaas, President 
148 Woodland Drive 
Forest City, loyva 50436 

► Pilot Knob State Park 
4 miles east and 1 mile south of 
Forest City, Iowa 

State Conservation Commission 
. State Office Building 
300 Fourth Street ' , 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

Site of First Consolidated 

School in iowa 
Southeast corner of grouhds 
of Buffalo Center Comitiunity 
School 

Buffalo Center, Iowa 



A 149-acre recreation area featuring a narrow, defined hill, 
covered with oak and hickory trees, and surrounded on 3 
sides by a marsh. The entjre hogsback formation extends 
for a distance of approximately 10 miles, is 60 to 80 feet 
high, and is from 200 to 400 feet wide. Ah ancient glacier 
left this formation In an area made up, for the most part, of 
flat prairie land. In pioneer tim^, early settlers used the 
hogsback for a wagon trail from their homes to the town of 
Lake Mills. The hogsback comprises about 50 acres of the 
total area; the balance is marshland kept in its natural state 
as a wildlife preserve. This marsh area is heavily covered 
with aquatic vegetation. The Winnebago River (formerly 
] called Lime Creek.) is near the west edge of the property. 
Today the area is used for nature study, picnicking, 
camping, archery, hunting, and winter sports. 

Organized: January 1974 

A local chapter of the Iowa Genealogical Society {see Polk 
County). 



Incorporated: August 31 , 1 964 

f 

Renamed Winnebago Historical Society September 10, 
1974 (see below). 



See Hancock County for information 



A monument marks the site of the first consolidated school 
west of the Mississippi River^ and one of the first 4 or 5 in 
the United States, A commemorative bell is supported by a 
gray granite monument, dedicated August 27, 1972 at the 
75th anniversary of the founding of the school. 

The people of Buffalo Township pioneered in the creation 
of a rural consolidated school in 1897, This Township, 
including the town of Buffalo Center, was on& of the last 
parts of Winnebago County to be settled, Buffalo Center 
was not founded until 1892, and was located on a branch 
of the Rocl^ Island Railroad, When the settlement was 
incorporated in 1894 it had a population of 350, 

The first school in Buffalo Center was conducted on the 
upper floor of 'a private home. These quarters also served 
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(continued) 




DESCRIPTION 



temporarily for a Sunday School for the Congregational 
Church and City Hall. In February 1894, a frame school 
building opened with 2 teachers instructing 50 pupils. A 
brick school house was built in 1895, at a cost of $15,000. 
There were additions to this building before it was torn 
down in 1922. A new school was constructed on the site 
south of the old building. Bricj^ salvaged from the old 
building were later used in the construction of the Buffalo 
Center City htall. 

in 1895, the National Education Association appointed a 
committee of 12 educators to study the rural school 
system, which was under criticism. Heading the committee 
was Iowa's State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(1888-92, 1894-98) Henry Sabin. Another lowao serving on 
this committee was Henry Wallace. The committee's report 
was for many years the standard on the rural school 
problem. 

Consolidated schools first became possible with the 
authorization to use public funds for the transportation of 
pupils to" a central school. Massachusetts was the first state 
.to do this (1879). The first state in the Midwest to 
transport pupils at public expense was Indiana (1889). 

The consolidated school movement began officially in Iowa 
in 1897 when the Code of Iowa first stipulated ". . . when 
there will be a saving of expense, and the children will a[so 
thereby secure increased advantages, (to) arrange with any 
person outside the board for the transportation of any child 
to and from school in the«same or another corporation, and 
such expense shall be paid from the contingent fund." This 
addition to the school laws was the key which opened the 
door to consolidation^ 

^t the beginning, many farm people were reluctant or 
unwilling to take their chilcjren from the little one-room 
rural school and senrf them to Buffalo Center^^^ome 
mothers cried when they heard of the proposal and refused 
to s^nd their children to school in town. However, the 
patrons of one sub-district (No. 3) asked the school board 
to furnish transportation for their pupils to Buffalo Center. 
TWs was on Aug\jst 23, 1897, so this date marks the 
beginning of consolidatation in Iowa. A week later, 2 more 
rural schools were closed and. by 18^9, all but 2 rural 
schools in the township were included in the consolidation. 
The last rural school in the centralized district closed In 
1921. 

Enrollment at Buffalo Center rose from 170 to 350 in the 
first 5 years of the school's existence. Average daily 
^tendance was 93 percent of the total enrolled*. Educa- 
tional costs in the township dropped from $5.04 per pupil 
per month to $1.80 at the central school. Among other 
advantages mentioned were "the stimulating influences of 
large classes, giving a long time for recitations and 
Individual work and placing of pupils In classes of equal 
ability." 

Teams pulling hacks or, in the winter months, bobsleds, 
transported ruralMudents to the schools. 
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Decorah 
A-10 



Winnebago Histbrical Society 

Mrs, Helen Brown, Secretary 

436 North 11th 

Forest City, Iowa 50436 

Baker Park 

2% miles northwest of 
Bluffton, Iowa 

Winneshiek County Conservation Board 
Charles J. Qhlert, Executive Officer 
P. O. Box 25 
Calmar, Iowa 52132 

0- 



Q 



Bily Clock Exhibit 
Dvorak House 
Splllville, Iowa 

Chamber of Commerce 
Splllville, Iowa 52168 




Renamed: September 10, 1974 
Dues: $1 .00 annual; $20*00 life 

Formerly North Central Iowa Museum and Historical 
Society. 

A 12-acre recreational and scenic area with nature trails, 
river access, and facilitfes for picnicking, camping, and 
fishing, also used as an outdoor classroom. A flat plateau, 
adjacent to the Upper Iowa River, and a high bluff support 
both bottomland and upland timber, birds, and wild 
animals. Nature trails along the perimeter of the plateau 
afford a good view of Chimney Rock, approximately 3,000 
feet away to the northeast. The scenic Upper Iowa River 
through this area is popular with canoeists. The park Is 
named for the former owner, C. P. Baker. 



Admission: $1 .00; children, 7^12^years, $0.35; spi^ci^l rates 
to schools and large groups 

Open: Daily, S;30 a.m.-5:30 p,m,. May through October^ 
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. during April; weekends dur- 
ing IVIarch and November; closed during December, 
January, and* February \' 

Hand-carved clocks of unique design, with ^frechanical 
figures, created by the Bily (pronounced Beelee) 
brothers — Frank L, (1884-1965) and Joseph C. 
(1880-1964). Of Czech descent, the brothers' m^in 
occijpations were farming and carpentry; wood^carvlf^was 
their hobby. Wopds from around the world were used to. 
carve the Aperies' Parade Clock, American Pioneer History 
Clock, Statuary Clock, Lindbergh -Clock, Little Brown 
Church Clock, Paradise Clock, Village Blacksmith Clock, 
Parade of Nations Clock, and many others. The first of the 
clocks was carved in 1913. The collection is housed In the 
building occupiecf by the composer' Antonin Dvorak during 
his stay in Spillvllle In 1893. Guides describe the various 
features of the clocks and demonstrate the mechanical 
features, chimes, and music boxes. 

A museum is located on the second floor of the building. 
Unusual items of pioneer times, wood-carving tools used by 
the Bily brothers, and old coins are displayed. A separate 
room is dedicated to Dvorak and contains memorabilia 
related to the famous composer of "New World 
Symphony," "Humoresque," and "American Quartette," 
Including the organ he used In Spillvllle. , 

The Antonin Dvorak Memorial Is located in Riverside Park, 
at Spillvllle. 
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Bloomfield Township 
Histoi^cal Society 
Casta I ia, Iowa 

W. F. Buddenberg, President 
Castalia, Iowa 52133 



• Bluffton Fir Stand 

Across Upper Iowa River 
opposite Bluffton, Iowa 

State Conservation Commission 

State Office Building 

300 Fourth Street 

Des Mt»ines Jowa 50319 



Cold Water Cave 

4 miles east of Kendallville, Iowa, or 
about 10 miles north and 
east of Cresco, Iowa 

State Conservation Commission 

State Office building 

300 Fourth Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319 




DESCRIPTION 



Organized: 1962 * 

Meetings: Second Sunday of month, except August and 

December ✓ 
Number of Members: 59 
Dues: $1.00 annual 

Organized to preserve an old stone school building at 
Frankville, Iowa, the Society has also erected histqrical 
markers and sponsors tours and programs on locaf history. 

A scenic, forested ar^a containing a rare natural stand of 
balsam fir, which has been designated a State Preserve. 
^ Picnicking is permitted on the north side of the Upper Iowa 
River. ■ ' 

r . 

Bluffton is an early pioneer village along the Upper Iowa 
River. Lirhfistone bluffs pise high above the water. The river 
is a favorite of canoeists. Cold Water Creek, an outstanding 
trout stream, joins the Upper Iowa River about 2 miles 
above Bluffton. 

Cave Discovered: 1967 (by Universit:^ of Iowa geology 
students David Jagnow and Stephen Barnett) 

A forested area with a spring -fed creek (fishing permitted) 
is the site of the only known entrance to Cold Water Cave. 
Although not open to the public, this wet or living cave is 
the longest and by far the most spectacular irr Iowa. It is 
located in the Driftless Area, which was covered by glaciers 
a million years ago. The cave has been formed out of the 
ancient limestone deposits by a tributlry of the clear trout 
stream, Clear Water Creek, which flows year-round, the 
passageways, dome-pits, and rooms could briginally be 
reached only by an underwater entrance at the base of as 
100-foot cliff. The constant air temperature is 48 degrees, 
while the water temperature remains at about 47 degrees. 
There had been nd circulation of the air inside the cave 
with thte outside atmosphere, since the cave's only known 
natural entrance was under water. This kept the cave 
hidden throAjgh the centuries, and the extremely moist, 
hurpid conditions^ inside the cave made possible the 
spectacular formations it contains. , 

Drop' by drop, through untold millions ofj^e^g, fantastic 
formations of living stone fiave bee?;ijp^ppg; — laCy 
curtains of dripstone, frozen waterfalls^l^^Sp^d pillars, 
shelves of flowstone, stalactites hanging ffom the ceiling, o 
and stalagmites growing up from the floor. Some stalactites 
are hollow tubes of stone, like soda straws. The color of the 
various formations depends upon the amounts and 
composition of thQ minerals contained Jn the water that 
forms them. There are brilliant reds, browns, grays, and 
whites. 

I 

A number of mudbanks, some covered by flowstone 
deposits, are also in the cave. Fresh raccoon tracks were 
found in mad by the discoverers of the cave, afid small fish 
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Cold Water Cave 
(continued) 



(slimy, sculping) which have adapted to life In total 
darkness, small trout, salamanders, earthworms, amphlpods, 
tiny Insects, and plant seedlings washed in from the surface' 
have also been observed. The creek flows through the cave 
in a series of crystal dear pools, tumbling rapids, and a 
waterfall that fill the passages with the sound of rushing 
water, -Rimstone dams have formed, cutting off aquatic life 
from above and below. In places, huge blocks of limestone 
have fallen from the ceiling, sometimes partially blocking 
the passageway. Many side passages branch off from the 
main cave. Some 3 mrles back from the natural entrance is a 
series 'of vast rooms; beyond here Is a rtarrow crawlway, ' 
Much of the cave remains unexplored. 

At the time of discovery, the uncontaminated environment 
of the cave was practically untouched by the hand of man. 
The State Preserves Advisory feoard recommended that 
Cold 'Water Cave be , prieserved as a unique scientific 
laboratory for V period of at least 5 years, A dry entrance 
with several air locks was planned to provide easier access 
to the cave and preserve the eenturies-old atmosphere. 
o Meanwhile, a steel gate was placed across tlae cave's under 
water entrance, to bar unauthorized entry. 

On February 22, 1972, after previous test drills, geologists 
penetrated into the cave from the surface, breaking through 
into an open part of the main -^cave. The S-inch, 
94-foot-deep hole was then enlarged to 10 inches, A 
30-inch hole was then drilled as an offset to It, so men and 
equipment could enter and do additional scientific 
exploration, mapping^ and study of the cavern during the 
next 3 years. This work compJeted, an 80-page report was 
then presented to Governor Robert D, Rayon February 12 
1975. ^ • ^ 



Dunning's^ Spring 
Decorah, Iowa 



With thfe expiration early, in 1975 of the State's 3-year 
lease, control of the cave and access to it reverted back to 
the Kenneth Flatland family, who own the land 
surrounding the man-made entrance." The development of 
Cold Water Cave as a public recreation facility by the State 
of Iowa is estimated to cbst a mffiimum of $1 million, 
exclusive of land -acquisition. 

Just outside a' large cave eroded into the side of a rock 
bluff, the gurgling waters of ^cool spring tumble down the 
60-foot cliffside. There are a number of other springs at 
abeut the same level along thii side of the Upper Iowa 
River. This is where William Painter, first vSViite settler in 
Decorah, set up a grist mill in 1849, using millstones 
brought from Ohio. 
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Fort Atkinson State Park . 
Northwesi; edge of Fort 
Atkinson, iWa 

State Conservatlqn Commission 

State Office Building 

300 Fourth Street 

Oes Moinesjowa 50319 




Deflf/carcflf: May20, 1962 
Admission: Free 

Open: Mid-May through mid-October, 1 :00-5:00 p.m., jTues- 
day through Friday; 10:00 a.m.-5:0b p.m.,Saturday 
rti^and Sunday; closed on Monday and during winter 

This federal military post was established along the Turkey 
River in 1840 to protect the peaceful Winnebago Indians 
against the hostile Sioux, Sac; and Fox Indians. The fort 
was named to honor General Henry Atkinson, commander 
of Jefferson Barracks in St. Louis, The earliest forts vyere 
usually made of logs, but Fort Atkinson was built mainly of 
limestone, quarried nearby. It took 2 years to complete, 
and cost the Army about $90,000, Located in the 
40-mile-wide Neutral Ground, the original layout .of the 
fort included 2 stone and 2 log barracks enclosing a parade 
ground. The 2-st0rv stone buildings were t)ccupied by 
commissioned officers and their families. Soldiers occupied 
the other buildings. Approaches were guarded by cannon 
houses at the northeast and southeast corners, A powder 
magazine, quartermaster stwehouse, 'sutlers store, and 
guard house were also built. An Indian Agency was 
' established near the pQst, as well as a grist and saw mill, and 
a scboolhouse, where classes were conducted .for children of 
the officers. Although the fort was heavily armed, there is 
no record of its ever having been attacked. 

In 1648, the Winnebagos were moved from the-Neiitral 
• Ground to a hew reservation at Fort SneHiiig, by treaty. As 
civilization advanced across Iowa, there no longer a 
need for Fort Atkinson. The last troops left on February 
24, 1849. Supplies were sold and, although a caretaker was 
appointed, travelers and settlers found the old fort a 
wonderful source of firewood, glass, lumber, and hardware. 
Finally, the buildings were, sold for $3,521 in 1855 and the 
land made available to settlers for $1 .25 per acre. The only 
' buildings to survive destruction were the southwest 
blockhouse, the powder magazine, and part of tbe north 
stone barratks. The fort was acquired by the State of Iowa 
in 1921 ; reconstruction began in 1958. 

The historical museum Is located in an old bari^acks, which 
also included the hospital and chapel. Artifacts and 
information pertaining to the fprt and the military forces 
•^who served there are on display, including rosters, maps, 
drawings, photographs, old letters, implements, tools, 
weapons, and uniforms. Many artifacts were recovered by 
archeologists in 1966 from the original outhouses w'rthin 
the tort. The latrines v\?ere evidently u^pd as a dump by 
> military personnel and such things as broken plates, cups, 
mugs, pitchers, bottles, uniform buttons and buckles, spurs, 
parts of old muskets, pieces^ bf ^Indow glass, gaily 
decorated chamber pots with ma^cl^ng lids, and a fancy 
carved ivory cane head were recovered. 
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Frankville Historical Museum 
Frankville, Iowa 



• Green's Sugar Bush 

4 miles northeast of Castalia, 
Iowa or southwest of Frankville, 
lowa 



Dale Green, Owner . 
Castalia, lowa 52133 V 



0 




Acquired: "1963 

A locial historical museum operated byVinneshiek County 
Historical Society (see l:^low)» The museum contains 
approximately 900 items related to the ear[y, history jof 
Winneshiek County — photographs, maps, * books, old 
records, tools, 19th Century weapons, clothing, and the 
equipment use^ by frontier photographer, Leighton 
Hoffman, who was born near Frank^fille. Hoffman lived in 
Miles City, M&ntana during the dayspf Indian fighting and 
^buffalo killings. A pioneer log cabin, oveit 100 years old, has 
been moved to the site from Springfield Township and 
restored. The 2-story cabin is appropriatefy furnished. 

Established: 185? • ^ 

Open: During syrup season \ 

One of Winneshiek County's old^ and most unique 
industries is the processing of maple syrup and sugar each 
spring when "sap's running." Nights are still crisp and cold 
and the ground is still frozen hard, but days are warm and 
surmy when life begins to stir in%e sugar maples and sap 
beginsr.to rise. The maple forest — or Bush — in the area 
was first tapped in the 1850's by Gideon Green, although it 
^ is said that Winnebago Indians used the same maple trees 
' before the white man arrived on the scene. Over the years 
the operation has been carried on by various families. More 
than 2,000 taps are made in the Bush. In the last days of 
February and the first few days of March, holes are bored 
in the niaple trees and the spiles or spigots inserted. Only 
trees that are at least ip inches in diameter, or 50 to 60 
years old, can be tapped. Many of these trees are over 200 
years old. Whereas the Indians used hollowed-out butternut 
or basswood logs, galvanized pails or plastic containers are 
now used to collect the rich nf>aple sap which begins to flow 
as temperatures rise. The ap is emptied into a large 
gathering tank pulled through the woods by tractor, then 
poured into 1,250 gallon underground, glass-lined storage 
tanks or cisterns until it is ready for processing. Prior to 
1960, the gathering tank was pulled on a wooden sled 
through the timber by horses. Since the sap is 97 percent 
water, it takes nearly 40 gallons of the raw sap to cook 
down to 1 gallon of finished syrup, which weighs 11 
pounds and is 62% percent sugar. Still further cooking is' 
required to make sugar of the syrup. The 'season runs 
through mid-April, or until the trees begin to bud, at which 
time the sap acquires a bitter taste. At the end of the 
season, the spile is removed and the wound in tjie tree heals 
over. Some of the trees that were first tapped well over 100 
years ago are* still producing. 
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V 



House of Clocks 
Spillville, Iowa 52168 




# Ice Cave 

Ice Cave Road, north of 
business district, 
Decorah, iow& 



Kendaiiviile Park / 
Along Iowa 139, !4 mile north of 
Kendaiiviile, Iowa 

Winpeshiek County Conservation Board 
Charles J. Ohiert, Executive Officer 
P. p. Box 25 
Caimar, Iowa 52132 



Laura tngalls Wilder Park 
purr Oak> Iowa 

N 

Laura Ingalls Wilder Park, Inc. 
David De Cou, President 
BoXi43 

Burr Oak, Iowa 52131 



Merlin Moe Memorial l^rk 

8 miles southeast of 

Decorah, Iowa « 

Winneshiek County 
Conservation Board 
Charles J. Ohiert, Executive Officer 
P.O. Box 25 ' ' ^ 
Calmer, Iowa 5213(2 

Meyer Lake Park 
(Calmer Park) 
272 miles southwest of 
Calmer, Iowa 

Winneshiek County Conservation Board 
Cherles J. Ohiert, Executive Office 
P. O. Box 25 
Gelmer, lowe 52132 



Admission Charge 

Open: May through October^ 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 

A collection of over 300 clocks, from miniature clocks to a 
grandfather clock' 10 feet high, all in running condition. 
Included are a clock made in 1692, a' pocket watch gating I 
..back to '1708, a clock made entirely of wooct, and a French 
clock made in 1878 for an Egyptian Emperor. Also tfh 
display are an 1875 typewriter, an 1889 kerosene picture 
projector, and a 100-year-old music box. 

Located on a high rocky bluff overlooking the'' Upper Iowa 
Biver^ the cave is over 200 feet deep. It was formed when a 
Jarge stone slab broke away from the face of the cliff and 
'slid toward the, river on the underlying shele, leeving the 
hole expos^.' lce forms yeer-round from condensed 
moisture in the cave. . 

An area of 15 acrK including a timbered limestone bluff 
end flets elong 1,000 feet of the Upper lowe River, which is 
epproximately 100 feet wide et ^his point. The perk 
includes en old 4-foot-high d^m, located about 1 mile 
below e lerge spring, end impounds e lerge body of cold 
water, providing fine trout het^itat. Local sportsmen built 
the dam of logs cabled togeth(pr end lerge rocks covered 
with cement. The river bottonrt is limestone. A number of 
birch end white pine trees grow neerby, in en eree of scenic 
beeuty. There ere fecilities for boating, fishing, swimming, 
picnicking, end camping. * 

A 1-acre memorial perk end museum honoring Leure Ingells 
Wilder (1867^1957)j euihor of pioneer teles for children. 
The television series, "Little House on the Preirie," wes 
based on her "Little House" books. The Cherles Ingells 
femily lived in fi^rr'Oek from 1876 to 1878. During one of 
these yeers they lived end vJorked et the Mesters Hotel, 
which wes built ii\ 1857. Th^ old^boerding house hotel is 
being restored to its T875 epp$erehce. 

A 10-ecre recreetionel eree onVkately-owned lend until it 
was doneted to Winneshiek County following the death of 
the owner. Merlin Moe.. Within^ the park is a high bluff 
covered with herdwood timber and filled, with birds end 
wild enimels — en eree for hiking, neture study, and 
wildlife hebitet. ^There ere elso ^picnicking end cemping 
fecilities. 



A multiple-use outidoor recreetionel eree of 126 ecres, 
including e 38-ecre ertificiel feke. The lend is covered with 
herdwood timber. The perk is used by picnickers, boeters, 
swimmers, fishermen, end cempers, endues en outdoor 
clessroom, neture study eree, end wildlife habitet. 
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Northeast Chapte^, 

Iowa Afcheologu^l Society 

Decorah, Iowa ' * 

R. Clarl^ Mallam, President 
Sociology Department 
Luther Callege 
Decorah, Iowa 52101 



• No'rwegian-American Museum 
^ 520 West Water Street 
Decorah, Iowa 52101 

Marion Nelson, Museum Director 

Darrell Hennirtg, Curator 




Organized: May 1970 

Meetings: Four times annually, as announced 

Number of Members: 25 

Dues: $2.00 annual; $0.50 students 

A regional chapter of the Iowa Archeological Society (see ^ \ 
Cherokee County). Organized to preserve the cultural 
heritage of northeastern Iowa through systematic ^and 
controlled study of prehistoric Indian sites. 

Established: February 16, 1877 

Admission: Museum and Stone Mill, $1 .00; children $0>50; 

adults in groups $0.50; children in groups $0.35; 
children under 6 years free 
Open: Daily, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., June, July, and August; . 
<^ 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.. May, September, and October; 
r closed November to April 

The museum building was originally Arlington House, an 
early luxury hotel. The building was later used as a - 
dormitory for students attending Decorah Institute, then 
Became the Lutheran Publishing House, which continued at 
this location until 1932. The building has been used since 
then to house the museum collection begun in 1877 by 
Luther College. The Norwegian-American Museum, a 
non-profit corporation, was organized to preserve and 
expand the collection. srAn extensive renovation of the 
museum building was begun in 1974. 

Two additional buildings in the Decorah business district 
have been acquired by the museum. Ope is Stone Mill 
(Painter-Bernatz Mill) which has been restored and 
converted to the Gallery of Pioneer Industry. The 
irtterpretive exhibits relate to early industries engaged in by 
the Norwegian settlers, including agriculture, lumbering, 
carpentry, and smithing. A study collection df related and 
duplicate materials is available for research. The second 
building, an early 3-story machine shop and mill, houses 
offices, library, classrooms, and teitipo/ary exhibitions. 

Stone Mill, built by William Painter in 1851-52 of native 
stone from Winneshiek County quarries, is now the oldest 
remaining structure in Decorah. Painter's Mill was the first 
one constructed on the Upper Iowa River. On February 2^ 
1890, Anthony and George Bernatz, who had operated a 
mill in Fort Atkinson, Iowa, bought the mill in Decorah. 
For nearly a century this mill was run by power furnished 
. by the Upper Iowa River.^ Built as a flour mill, it had a * 
central place in the economy of the town during the 
pioneer period when Norwegian immigrants populated the 
rich farm land surrounding Decorah. The massive stone 
walls are 6 feet thick at the base, tapering to 214 feet at the 
first floor. It is generally regarded as the last of Iowa's truly 
great mills to have operated with full wate? power. In 1947, 
a levee was built which blocked the flow of water through 
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Norwegian-American Museum 
(continued) 




the old millrace, so a^switch v\!Ss made to diesel power until 
the mill ^ceased opejfations in 1966-. Threatened with 
destructidVi in 1967, local historians took steps to preserve 
the distinctive old stone building. The mill was donated to 
the Norwegian-American Museum in 1968 for restoration as 
an exhibition hall. 

f . ' . 

^ Located at the Stone MHI site is a small log blacksmith shop 
\ built by Mikkel Mikkelson Sinnes who emigrated with his 
,| wife, Hage, from Telemark, Noryvay to Houston County, 
^Minnesota Ih 1849 and, in 1856, built the shop. It is a good 
example of a home craft shbp, serving the farm community, 
yhere topis werevmade, minor repairs were made to metal 
^ols and Implements, and blacksmithing and horseshoeing 
wfere carried on. The farm was sold in 1894 to a nephew, 
Gunder O. Skree, but Mikkel and Hage continued to live on 
/ thi^ place until their deaths. The blacksmith shop was 
acquired from the' Anton Skrea family, descendents of 
Guilder O.' Skree, and moved to the Stone Mill site in 
Decprah during 1971 . The pioneer shop has been restored 
to -bperating condition,- and contains original furnishings, 
tMludirfg the old leather bellows. 

. • * . i 

Washington f^rairie Norwegian Methodist Church, 6 miles 
sdutheast of pecorah, was . acquired . by the 
Norwegian-American Museum in 1971. The simple t-room, 
f-story stme church has^been restored and contains original 
furnishings. Organized in 1852 as the first among 
Norwegians west of the Mi^issippi, construction on the 
, church building was" begun in 1862. The church dedicated 
^ in 1868, was built,of fine-grained, -yellowish-brown native 
limestone. The last regular church services were held in 
1888, 43ut spe^cial services were held in the church until 
1930. Ole Peter Peterson founded the Methodist 
congregation among the Norwegians in the area. He 
returned to Norway before Washington Prairie Norwegian 
Methodist Church was completed, and established the first 
Methodist congregation in NorWay. - 

Workshops in Scandinavian crafts are conducted by the 
museum during the spring and summer. On Sundays, special 
activities include demonstrations of pioneer crafts, folk 
music (occasionally), and hostesses in cost^ime. Guided 
tours are given twice daily, and to groups by reservation, A 
quarterly newsletter and other publications are issued. 

The Decorah Nordic Fest, initiated by the 
Norwegian-American Museum and the Decorah Junior 
Chamber of Commerce in 1966, attracts large crowds In 
late July (last full weekend of month). Norse crafts are 
demonstrated, Norse specialty foods served, and folk music 
and dancing are enjoyed. There are special Norwegian 
sports events (j^ock throw and log throw), costume parades, 
and exhibits of paintings, drawings, and antiques. 
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Norwegian* American Museum 
(continued) 



Porter House Museum 
fOI West Broadway 
Decorah, Iowa 52101 




Norwegian immigrants, attracted by the wootjed bluffs, 
scenic spring-fed streams, and rugged beauty of the area, 
settled here around 1850. Decorah is the largest Norwegian 
settlement in Iowa, and a Norwegian-language newspaper, 
Decorah Posten, started publication here in 1874. At one 
time its circulation exceeded 45,000, but the weekly 
publication ceased to exist after 98 years, in December 
1972. 

J^-yther CoUege, established in 1861 at Halfway Creek, 
Wisconsin, was moved to Decorah the following year. It was' 
the first INforwegian-American institution to offer an 
academic degree. From Main Tower, situated on a high 
bluff, there is an entrancing view of Decorah and the scenic 
Upper Iowa River Valley. A Planetarium is in the Science 
gilding. « 

A^roup of typical pioneer buildings may be seen on Luther ^ 
Coli^e campus (near Brandt Hill), a part of the 
Norwegian-American Museum. The 5 early log buildings 
nestled in a grove of trees, have been moved from thejr 
original sites, restored, and furnished. Included are 2 
pioneer homes, a parochial schoolhouse (1879) from near 
Nordness, Iowa, a tasa drying house for grain and malt, and 
a small rhillhouse.'One of the log dwellings was built by 
Erik Egge in 1851-52, shortly after the Norwegian colony 
was founded in Winneshiek County. Built of squared logs' it 
measures 16 by 14 feet. This cabin was used by Rev. and 
Mrs. U. V. Koren, who spent their first American winter 
here in 1853-54. It ^ is believed to be the first 
Norwegian-American Lutheran parsonage west of the 
Mississippi River. 



Adjacent to the campus and back from the Upper Iowa 
River is the Sherman A. Hoslett Memorial Field Study 
Area, established by the biology department of Luther 
College. The 15-acre tract includes 2 ponds. It was named 
for a 1930 graduate and faculty member who died in 1971 . 

Acquired: July 12, 1966 
Admissior) charge " ^ 

Open: Saturday and Sunday, 1 :00-4:00 p.m.. May through 
October 

Adelbert F ield (Bert) Porter, widely -known 
col lector-naturalist -artist of Decorah, deeded his home and 
contents to Winneshiek County Historical Society (see 
below) to be used as a museum operated by a board of 
trustees. The stately Victorian home was built of local brick 
in 1867 by D. B. Ellsworth of New York, who^ame to 
Decorah in 1855. Collections of rare butterflies, moths, and . 
insects from all over the world; stamps; coins; shells; Indian 
relics; and other articles are in the old Porter mansion. The 
rock wall, which surrounds the property on 3 sides, was 
designed and built by Mr. Por^ter and includes agate, jasper, 
rose quartz, pr^yx,'^methyst, petrified woocf, and crystal. 
On the grounds are miniature waterfalls, pools, and 
secluded gardens. Mr. Porter died on March 10, 1968 (at 
>^e age of 89) in the home where he had lived for 64 years. 
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St. Anthbny of Padua Chapef 
Festina, iowa 



St. James Lutheran Church 
Northwest edge qf 
Fort AtkirjjSon, Iowa 

St. Wenceslaus Church 
Splllville, Iowa 



Dedicated: 1886^ 

Said to be "the small^t cathedral in the world," this little 
chapel seats 8 people. It was built in 1885 on the south 
bank of the Turkey River by Joh%nn Gaertner (1793-1887), 
who had served as a soldier under Napojeon. Gaertner came 
to Iowa in 1846 and later dedicated the 12- x 16-foot 
chapel to his safe return from the disastrous winter retreat 
of Napoleon's drmy from Moscow. He and his wife and 
sister-in-law are buried behind the chapel in the Old Mission 
Cemetery. The 40-foot belfry was added in 1888, and the 
miniature alter and stained glass windows were installed in 
1903. On Jiine 13 each year, the feast of St. Anthony is 
celebrated. 

A church buih; in the mid-1800's, partially restored by the 
congregation of St. Peter Lutheran Church of Eldorado. 
There is also a small cemetery. The property is a State 
Preserve. 

An impressive stone church, reminiscent of the Old World, 
built in 1860 by artisans trained in their native Bohemia. 
Antontn Dvorak w^s guest organist in the church during his 
stay in Spillville in the summer of 1893. In the cemetery 
nearby is the grave of Joseph Spielman (Spillman), 
Immigrant miller who founded the town of Spillville in 
1854. 



ERJC 



Silver Springs Park 

South edge of Qssian, Iowa 

Winneshiek County Conservation Board 
Charles J. Ohiert, Executive Officer 
P. O. Box 25 
Calmar, Iowa 52132 



Spillville Mill 

Spi living, Iowa 



Ston^Mill (Bernatz Mill) 
Deo^rah, Iowa 



\ 



Trout Run Mill 

1 mile southeast of Decorah, Iowa, 
along Iowa 9 



An area of approximately 10 acres, used for picnicking, 
fishing, camping, and winter sports, and formerly the site of 
a privately-ovyned creamery. Stone for theybuilding was 
quarried on thjs trafct of land. An old 1 -acre, spring-fed ice 
pond in the center of^the park was used ^ furnish ice for 
the creamery. After the creamery ceased operations, the 
buildings were used for a slaughter house, and then closed 
and abandoned. 

The rushing sound of water pouring over the dam at the 
Spillville Milh^on the Turkey River Is said to have inspired 
composer Antonin Dvorak to write his famous 
"Humoresque." He spent the summer of 1893 in this quiet 
Bohemian town. The pioneer stone mill still grinds feed, 
but electric power is now used. The old water wheel went 
* long ago, and much of the dam has been broken out by Ice. 

Opened to Public: July 4, 1971 

A part of fhe Division of Pioneer Industi^y, 
Norwegian-American Museum (see above). The Bernatz 
family operated the mill until 1966. The grist mill vVvas built 
in 1851, by ^ Mr. Painter, but ownership changed several 
tijri'es through the years. 

Made of native limestone, this relic of bygone days has 
-Switched from water to electric power and is now a meat 
processing plant (Re^ardon's). 
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Vesterheim 

Downtown Decorah, Iowa 



97.vyOODBURV 




Sioux City 
D-1 



Wiest A/GII 

North of Fort Atkinson, Iowa 



Winneshiek County Historical Society 
Decorah, Iowa 

E. J. Weigfe, President 
R. R. 2 

Decorah, Iowa 521 Ol 



• Wonder Cave 

2 miles northeast of 
Decorahr, Iowa 

John Matter 
R. R.2 

Decorah, Iowa 52101* 



BigelowPark 
Near Salix, Iowa, 
off Iowa 141 

Woodbury County Conservation Board 
Rick Schneider, Executive Officer 
Courthouse, 7th and Douglas 
Sioux City, Iowa 51101 



Cathedral of the Epiphany 
1011 Douglas Street 
Sioux City, Iowa 51 105 



A complex of historic buildings, referred tp as Vesterheim, 
is being restored in downtown Decorah by the Norwegian- 
American Museum (see above). Most of the buildings in this 
city block were built in the 1850's and^1860's; included are 
the Stone Mill and the Museum building, Vesterheim is a 
term used by emigrants from Norway when referring to 
their home in the vyest^rr^ world. ^ 

Built in 1857 on the Turkey River as a flour mill, it is still 
in operation, grinding livestock and poultry feeds. The 
millpond below the dam is a popular spot with fishermen. 
Painted a bright red, with white trim and stone foundation, 
the mill makes a charming picture, \ 

Historical markers have been installedr in the county, and 
abajidoned graves and cemeteries located and restored. 
Locust School, which was in operation for 106 years 
^1854-1960), has been renovated at Locust, Iowa and is 
open on Sunday during the summer. A museum, located in 
a former 2-story stone school building, is maintained at 
Frankville, lovva. (See Frankville historical Museum, 
above.) The Society also operates Porter House Museum 
(see above) in Decorah. . K 

Opened to Public: 1936 

Admission charge: group rates and family rates are available 
Open: Daily, 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m., June 1 -August 30; week 
ends only during^ay, September, andj October 

A natural cave 200 feet below the Surface, with 
multicglored formations, including an 87-foot stalactite. 
One of the rooms (opened in 1969) has a ceiling 150 feet 
high. The cave occurs in Galena limestone which had its 
origin some 350 million years ago. 

Forty-minute tours ot the cave are given. Picnic facilities 
are'available on the ground^, A 1-room rural school has 
been moved to the site and furnished with old desks and 
other equippFient. 



A 24-acre, heayily-wooded tradj, bordering Brown's Lake of 
approximately 640 acres. The lake is one of several oxbows 
formed by earlier meanderings of the Missouri River, The 
park, operated under a management agreement between 
Woodbury County Conservation Board and the State 
Conservation Commission, is used for hiking, picnicking, 
sight-seeing, fishing, boating, swimming, bird watching, 
camping, and winter sports, and some of the natural 
woodland is preserved as a game l^efuge. 

^ Built in 1904, the cathedral contains beautiful examples of 
^rt glass work. Its brilliarWiy-colored stained glass windows, 
which are insured for ap^ximately $300,000, were made 
by the Franz Mayer Stucfi^^ Munich, Germany. 
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• Council Oak 
Riverside Park 
Sioux City, Iowa 



DESCRIPTION 



The tall, gnarled stump of an ancient burr oak tree, located 
at the junction of the Missouri and Big Sioux Rivers. Under 
the branches of the more than a century-old oak, legend has 
it that many councils of war and of peace were held 
between the white men and the Indiaris in early days. A 
monument has been erected by the jBioux City Garden Club ' 
in recognition of the contributions of the pioneers of 
westernJowa. ^ 



• Floyd Monument 

South of Sioux City ,^ Iowa 
near Interstate 29 



V 



ill.--' i*'***^ 



'Ajif Mltl'!'f!:.'uV(i||ffir ^ 




A stone obelisk rising 100 feet above the summit of Floyd's 
*Bluff marks th^ burial place of Sergeant Charles Floyd, He 
was the only person to die on the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition of 1804-06, and the first U.S. soldier to die 
west of the Mississippi River in the area included in the 
Louisiana Purchase of» 1803. The entry of August 19*20, 
1804 In the journal kept by Lewis and Clark indicates that 
Sergeant Floyd died from a "stdmach disorder" (probably 
acute appendicitis). His original grave was marked with a 
^edar post which long servr^d as a landmark for navigators 
t)n the Missouri River. By 1857, a considerable portion of 
the bluff- had washed away, exposing the bones of 
Sergeant Floyd.- In late MaV of that year, the'^emains 
were reinterred, with appropriate ceremony, in a grave 
about 200^ yards back UQfc\ the. bluff. The new grave 
was not marked and /its exact location was all but for- 
gotten by 1895, The ^raye was located and opened 
^again, and Sergeant Floyd's remains were reburied at 
the present site on Au^gu^t 20, 1895, the 91st anniversary 
of his death. It was ^npral more years after this ceremony 
before arrangements \inp completed for a Suitable marker. 
Construction on the'tlwering shaft was begun in 1900 and 
it was dedicated May aB 1901. the remains of the Sergeant 
were pl^ed in the concrete foundation. The igrave site and 
monument was the first roistered National Historic 
Landmark in the United States, possessing, as the plaque 
reads, "exceptional value in commemorating and 
illustrating the history of the^United States of America." In 
1956, the monument was struck by lightning, following 
which it was repaired, cleaned, and pointed. From the base 
of the monument may be seen a sweeping panorama of the 
Missouri River and its valley and a view of the 3 states<of 
Iowa, Nebraska, and South Dakota. 



• Lewis and Clark Historical Association 
P.O. Box 1804 
Sioux City, \o^f 51f02 

Dr. V. Strode Hinds 
President 

3121 Grandview Boulevard 
Sioux CitV, Iowa 51104 



Organized: (?)950 
Meetings: As called 
Number of Members: 90 
Dues: $5.00 annual ^ 

The Society is mainly concerned with promoting the 
Sergeant Charles Floyd National Historic Landmark, 
located m Floyd Park (picnic facilities), and the Lewis and 
Clark Trail. A limited edition of a Sergeant Charles, Floyd 
Monument Medallion, dedicated to the first American 
s^dier to die west of tKe Mississippi River in the service of 
his country, v^as released in 1974. Funds from the safe are 
being used to develop a visitor center at the Monument. 
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97 -WOODBURY 
(continued) 



Little Sioux Park 

2 miles .southwest of 
Correctionville, Iowa, 
off Iowa 3T t 

Woodbury County Conservation Board 
Rick Schneider, Executive Officer 
Courthouse, 7th and Douglas 
Sioux City, Iowa 51101 



• Sioux^City Art Center 
51 3 Nebraska Street 
Sioux City, Iowa 51101 

' David West, Director 



• Sioux City Museum and 
Historical A^ociation 
29iM Jackson Street 
Sioux City, Io\a^ 51104 

William Felton, President 



• Sioux City Public Museum 
2901 Jackson Street 
Sioux City, Iowa 51 104 

B. R. Diamond, Director 



D«//catecr; August 27, 1967 \ 

A 448-acre tract, including the old Bellamy Gravel Pit, 
developed as a rmultiple-use recreational area. .Thete Ms 
fishing in the Little Sioux River and several gravel pits^^nd 
facilities are provided for horseback "Tiding, hikmg, 
picnicking, swimming, and camping. Portio^is of the park 
are suited to bird watching and nature study. J ^ » 

A replica of Fort Correctionville (1862), one of 6 military 
forts that once existed in the Northern Border Brigade, has 
been built. A rural- schoolhouse, one of the^fest in i^e 
county, has also been moved to the park. The school is 
furnished with desks, pot-bellied stove, bell, and ^l;ier 
. equipment. A museum building has been completed^d 
contains pioneer implements. ^ 



■I 



dedicated: 1938 
Admission: Free 

Open: Tuesday through Saturday, 10:00 b.m.-5:00 Psm^^f \ 
Sunday, 1 :00-5:00 p.m.; closed Monday , j „ 

Membership Dues: $ 1 5.00 family; $5.00 Itudent '^i! 

Thfe art gallery features over 300 works including those o;^. , 

contemporary American and M id west er;||!. 

artists — paintings, prints, drawings, sculptur'e, andE-|V^ 
i ceramics. Traveling exhibits, a foreign film series, children'^|^ 
' films, ^rt classes, lectures, programs, and tours are alsd^|||^ 

sponsored.^ 

Organized: 1961 ^ ^ 

Number of l\/lembers: 300 " ^ ' 

Dues: $5.00 annual 



A nonprofit organization formed to assist in the operation 
of the Sioux City Public Museum (see below). -^The 
Association administers the Rumsey Fund, a bequest set up 
to acquire items of local historical interest, and sponsors 
8-week m\jseum classes for children and adults, 4 times 
during the year. These classes cover such subjects as rocks, 
minerals, fossils, model crafts, natural science, gem cutting, 
antique glass, and stitchery. The Association also operates a 
sales dd^sk and gift shop in the museum, and sponsors a 
volunteer work program at the museum, a lecture series, 
and tours. 

Founded: 1858 (as Sioux City Lyceum; located in the 

Pelrce Mansion sirice 1961) 
Admission: Free 

Open: Tuesday through Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.; 
Sunday, 2:00-5:00 p.m.; closed Monday and on 
national holidays 



.1 



4-ocated In the Peirce Mansion, built in 1889-90 by^hn 
Pelrce, an early-day realtor and developer. There are. 
displays on anthropology, archeology, natural history. 



97 -WOODBURY 
(continued) 



Soux O'ty Public Museum 
(continued) 




science, and history. Articles related to the Plains and 
Eastern Woodland Indians (dugouts, ceremonial trappings, 
and artifacts), pioneer objects and clothing, glassware, birds 
and animals, minerals and fossfis. Civil War articles 
(weapons, uniforms, and equipment), and a model of the 
steamboat Omaha (built in the 1850's), and circulating 
exhibits are included. Guided tours, lectures, films, classes, 
and formally organized school tours are also" offered by the 
museum. Schools, y^outh organizations, and civic groups 
participate < In program pre^^entatibns (see Sioux City 
Museum Association, above). An activity center is available 
for meetings. . , • • • 



Sites of Sioux City Com Palaces 
Northvyest corner of Fifth and 
J^clcson Streets (1887); Sixth and 
Pierce Streets (1888); and other 
locations in downtown Sioux City, 
Iowa 



Beginning in 1887, and continuing until 1891, the people 
of Sioux City built a t:otal of 5 colorful Wrn palaces to 
show their appreciation of agriculture. Those in the Sioux 
City J area contributed large, amounts of prodi^e for 
decorating materials — corn and grain, vegetables, and 
fruits. 

The first Corn Palace Festival officially opened on October 
3, 1887 and closed on October 10. Parades, speeches, , 
concerts, dances, and fireworks highlighted the activities. 
This evertt attracted an estimated 130,000 visitors. 
Including such notables. as President Grover Cleveland, 
Cornelius Vanderbilt£;and Chauncey Depew. 

In succeeding years, e\mn 'more elaborate edifices were 
erected an^ larger crowps were attracted as Sioux City 
proclaimed itself the "CoVn Palace City of the World." The 
fifth and last of the corn palaces closed its doors on 
October 25, 1891. Although it was Intended that the 
tradition be continued, a destructive flood in 1892, 
followed by the unforeseen financial panic that swept the 
country, preventecf the building of anotl\er palace. Mean- 
while, the citizens of Mitchell, South Dakota, recognizing a 
promising venture, opened the Mitchell Corn Palace in the 
fall of 1892, and it hasjx>ntmued there ever since. 



Sloan Historical Society 
Sloan, Iowa 

Ralph Juneman, President 
Sloan, Iowa 51055 



Smithland Forest Preserve 

V2 mile west of Smithland, Iowa 

Woodbury County Conservation Board 
Rick Schneider, Executive Officer , 
Courthouse, 7th and Douglas 
Sioux City, Iowa 51101 



incorporated: April 15, 1969 
Number of Memaers: 100 
Museum Open: By appointment 

Operates a museum containing farm machinery, clothing, 
furniture, and several furnished pioneer rooms. \ 

A natural woodland (oak, ash, iror]i^wood, basswood, locust, 
Cottonwood, and elm) of 50 acres, preserved for hiking, 
picnicking, nature $tudy, and limited camping. Trails to the 
upper ridges afford distant views over the valley. 



. 6 



COUNTY AND 
COUNTY SEAT; 
LOCATION ON MAP 



97 -WOODBURY 
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NAME ANp LOCATION 



Smithland Historical Society 
Smith land, Iowa 
\ . ■ \ ■ 

Mrs. Dorothy Aldrich, President 
Hornick, lowjl 51026 
or 

, Miss Lavina IVIanson ^ 
Smithland, Iowa 51056 

Snyder Bend Park 

3 milQS southwest of Salix, Iowa 

r 

Woodbury County Conservation Board 
„Rick Schneider, Executive Officer 
Courthouse, 7th and Douglas 
Sioux City, Iowa 51101 



Stone State Park V 
R. R. 3 

Sioux City, lotJva 51103. 

State Conservation Comfriission 
St^te Office Building 
•300 Fourth Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 




Theophile Bruguier Log Cabin, 
Riverside Park 
Riverside Boulevard 
Sioux City, Iowa 



DESCRIPTIOW. 

Adhlssion to Museum: Free * \ 

Museum Open: On special occasions, 6r by appointntent 

The Society is largely inactive, but maintains a 
reconstructed log cabin (buHt by the National Youth 
Administration) which is used as a museum. The cabin 
contains historical records, pictures, old guns, tools, and 
piorieer relics. 

A 35-acre area along a lake* formed by a change in the 
channel of the Missouri River. The lake is about 3 miles 
long and from 3 to 20 ffeet deep, and is located about 2 
miles from Brown's Lake in Big^low gark (seie above). 
Willows and coftonWoods cover part Qf the area. The land is 
comparatively flat except for sand dunes near the lakeshore- 
to the north. The park is used for fishing, boating, 
swimming, picnicking, and camping. 

Acquired: 1935 

Named for Thomas Jefferson Stone, whose family donated 
a 365-acre tract to Sioux City for a park> which now 
includes about 900 acres. The land was originally purchased 
» by Hector Talbot from the earliest septers, and has been 
under 3 flags — those of Spain, France, and the United 
States. Talbot experimented with the hybridization of 
fifnimals on the huge farm'stead, and collected and mounted 
bird specimens. , 

This arfea, at the junction qf the Missouri and Big Sioux 
Rivers, was a feeding ground for- marly kinds of wild 
animals in the old days. The laSt wild buffalo (bison) in 
/towa is sartd to have been killed within the park boundaries. 
Many of the old, worn trails through the park are believed 
to have been originally formed by buffalo. 

The rugged, wooded ridges and loess hills abound in wild 
flowers. More than 70 species have b^en identified and 
recorded here.. Most unusual of these are the yucca an<J 
prickly pear cactus. Tall grama oats, one of the principal 
foods of the buffalo, thrive on the tops of the hills. 

TKe loess soil, a fine, buff-colored silt between sand and 
clay, was deposited^ dusf storms. Such deposits are found 
in only 2 or 3 places in the world. Fine views may be had 
from Dakota Point, gtbny Point, Mt. Luqia 11,410 feet 
above sea level), ani^'other ridges. The miles of bridle trails^ 
within the park make it a popular place for horseback 
riding, while winter sports enthusiasts like i|f facilities for 
. skiing and tobogganing^ There are also foot trails for hikers, 
picnic areas, and a modern campgroupd. ^ 

Located in Sioux City's oldest recreational park is an old 
log cabin, originally built in 1849 6y the Frenchman, 
Theophile Bruguier (1813-95), who married | daughters oL 
Chief War Eagle (see below). Bruguier was the first white 
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(continued) 



TheophMe Bruguier Log Cabin 
(continued)' 




98 -WORTH 




Northwood 
A-7 



War Eagle Park 

End oi^ War Eagle Drive 

Sioux City, Iowa 

Woodbury County Conseryation Board 
* Rick Schneider, Executive Officer 
Courthouse, 7tK and Douglas ' 
Sioux City, Iowa 51 101 * 



• Elk Creek Marsh 
3 miles north of 
Joyce, Iowa 

State Conservation Commission 

State Office Building 

300 Fourth Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

• Fertile Mill Park 

South edge of Fertile, Iowa 

Worth County Conservation Board 
C. H. Mojtenson, Secretary 
619 Central Avenue 
Northwood, Iowa 50459 



settler in what is noW:jSioux City. The cabin, which has ' 
been relocated, w^ nfet onlyea home, but served as an 
Indian 'trading po^t. As many as 200 Indians camped 
around the log building while -trading their beaver pelts. In 
more recent years, a hous^had been\built around the cabin 
at its original location, and the log building was then 
"discovered" when the house was raze^ in the 1930's.The 
*29-x 32-foot cabin, built of square hew^ logs, is said to be 
,the , second (^dvvellthg built within, the boundaries of 
present-day Sioux dity. It is now used by the "Girls of '68"^ 

' (1868). J. ^ 

- ' -.I . ' 

Chief War Eagle'^ave is here on a high bjuff overlooking 
the Missouri and^$vg Sioux Rivers, and is marked by a^cast 
concrete block, er^cte^ iTKl922. The bronze tablets on the 
monument wer^'Sfjb^eqyently removed by vandals. War 
Eagle, who died in*l851, was always a friend 6f the white 
''man. He is saicj to have spent much time in the hills and 
valleys within park; and took part in retigious 

ceremonies/ Fr0|h this bluff he could watch the approacfi 
of friends or enemies^ A story was circulated that Chief War 
Eagle was burle|j| astride his horse,'- but this was later 
disproved whep Excavations were made for construction of 
the rponument; This was sacred land to the Indians, ahd 
evidence of their m^ny camps is found in "kitchen 
mounds" a few miles nbrth of the pai;k. The 25-acre park 
offers hiking* on nafure trails, and has picnic facilities. 
Al?out half of th^ lar^a is covered by hardwood timber, and 
the remainder \% ty^jjcal loess^type land. From the top of 
the bluffs, the stated' of lovya. South Dakota, and Nebraska 
may be seen. i 1 ^ ^ \ 

An area of 1 ,623^ acr^s, bordering a. stream, consisting of 
marsh and upland,^ifhe property is being developed as a 
wildlife refuge and public hunting area, supporting 
fur-bearing animals^^^aterfowl, pheasant,^ squirrel, rabbit, 
and defer. * " , 



'a 10-acre park in(?luding a millpond and dam. In 1879, 
Iowa had.712 flour and grist mills. They were the center of 
coQjme^e and indpstfy, Wh^ was an important crop. But 
the wheat frontier moved westward and, due to changes 
and improvements in marketing and transportation, new 
farming methods, the appearance of manufacturedfwheat 
products- and the arrival of steam power and electricity, the 
old mills disappeared into history. Many of the mills were 
damaged by high water.^e jams, fire, and vandals. Today, 
Iowa probably has no more than 18 of these vanishing 
landmarks, and none of those still operating are powe#ed 
with An/ater alone. William' Rhodes, who founded the town 
of Fertile, built this mill jnore than a century ago. In those 
days it^was basically a flour rhill; today it is u§ed for 
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98- WORTH 
(continded) 



Fertile Mill Park 
(continued) 



m Hartland Fores{ Area 
6 miles northwest of 
Northwood, Iowa 

Worth County Conservation Board 
^ C. H. Mortenson, Secretary 
61d Central Avenue 
Northwood, Iowa 50459 

• Ochee Yahola Park 
» (Dixon Timber) 
4 miles northwest of 
Northwood, Iowa 

\^ Worth County Conservation Board 
!rC. H. Mortenson, Secretary 
619 Central Avenue 
' Northwood, Iowa 50459 




• Silver Lake ^ 
12 mll^ northwest of 
Northwood, Iowa 

State Conservation Commission 

State Office Building 

300 Fourth Street 

Des Moines, loyva . 50319 

• Stime Timber 

3 miles southwest of 
IVf^hwood, Iowa 

Worth County (Conservation Board 
. C, ,H. Mo rtensori. Secretary 
lelS Central Avfenue 
Northwood, Iowa 50459 



grinding feeds. The huge gears whish once turned the mill 
are still intact. The 110«foot-Iong dam spanning the 
Winnelrago River is part of the 10-acre park. Thi^ is now the 
only dam on any river in Worth County. Oaks and willows 
cover part of the area. A bass-rearing pond is located in the 
park. This is a popular spot to fish; boat, swim, and picnic. 

A 40-acre tract consisting- of timberland, with a variety of 
trees, used for picnicking and as an outdoor classroom for - 
nature study. % 



An area of 160 acres, much of which is covered with dense, 
old-growth hardwood timber, predomi^>antly oak and 
hickory, bordering on the Shell Rock River. The park was 
named for an Indian warrior who was given thjs land by 
President James Buchanan for serving in the Creek War. 

The source of the Shell Rock River 4s Albert Lea Lake in 
Minnesota. The stream enters Iowa 3 miles north of 
Northwood. First caW&j tb^,iEngIish River, the name was 
changed to Shell Rock because of the abundance of fossil 
shells and coral in its limestone cliffs. The ancient rock 
formations go back to a time when what is now Iowa was 
covered by a shallow sea. Before settlement by the white' 
man, this area was covered with numerous potholes, 
swamps, and marshes, making it a paradise for birds and 
animals. 

A 5-acre natural marsh within the park provides an 
excellent area for watching and stddying the processes of 
nature, as there is still an abundance of wildlife. Hiking, 
horsejaack riding, and nature study trails are being 
developed, and there is opportunity for fishing, picnicking, 
camping, and outdoor recreation. 

A shallow lake; surrounded by scattered hardwood timber, 
primarily-oak. The lake was formed «ome 14,000 years ago 
by glacia,l action. Waterfowl and fur-bearing animals may be 
seen*liere. ,5 



A tract of 165 acres preserved for wildlife habitat and 
future study. Over half the area is covered with hardwood 
timber, and 2 marshy ponds are located on the property. :^ 
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Clarion 
C-6 



• Turvold Woods 

' ^6 miles southwest of 
Northtwoccl^ lovja ^ , 

Worth County Conservation Board 
C. H, Mortenson, Secretary 
619 Central Avenue 
Northvuood, Iowa 50il59 

• Worth County Historical SocSety 
Northwood, Iowa 

, <? 

Arthur W, Holden, President 
R.R.I 

. Manly, Iowa 50456 
or 

, Mrs, Harry M, (Norma) Yhdmpto 
R, R. 2 

Northwood, Iowa 50459 
or <i 

" Dorothy Holland 
Northwood, lovi/a 50459 



. h Hug 



^ 




• Bingham Park 

2 miles southeast of 
Rowan, Iowa 

Wright County Conservation Board 
Wiltard Glade, Chairman 
Dows, Iowa 50071 



Eldridge l^rk 

6 miles northeast of 

Clarion, Iowa 

Wright County Conservation Board 
Willard Glade, Chairman ..^ 
Dows, Iowa 50071 



A ^Tie management and foregt area comprising 32 acres! 
This virgin timber, predominantly oak, is frequented by 
deer, smail game, and songbirds, and cont-ains an excellent 
stand of bittersweet. The undeveloped area is made up of 
s^eral old, established woodlots used* by the previous 
owners when*w6od-burning stoves were in use. The timber 
and underbrush are beipg preserved as a' wildlife habitat, 
nature study area, and public shooting ground in season. 

incorporated: November 6, 1970 

Meetings' Monthly during su^nmer; annual meeting, ttiird 

Monday in September; board meetings monthly 
Number of Members: 150 . . * 

Dues: $2.00 annual; $20.09 or more, life 

A Log Cabin Day Tour, held on June 20, 1971, launched 
the Society's first membership drive. Several Jog cabins 
located throughout the county, and a century-old native 
limestone home were included in the tour, which was open 
to the public. Sites included were the Pangburn (Gabriel) 
cabin, a furnished restoration located northv^est of, 
Northwood; the Swensrud cabin, attai^e^J tonhe Dale\ 
Johnson home northeast of Northwood, and usei^as aif^ 
family room; the Leverson cabin,* a replica, authentically 
furnished; the Loberg cabin, located in a park at Kensett;.>^v • 
the Oswald (Signe) cabin, moved and reassembled, north of 
Fertile; the Douglas limestone house, located east of Manly; 
and the Tom Fretty Museunrat Manly. The Society plans 
to make the tour of historic homes and landmarks an 
annual event. An antique show is also held for fund raising. 

An old-fashioned, 1-room country schoolhouse, originally 
the Swensrude School, located northeast of Northwood, 
has been donated to theSaciety and restored. The building 
which once served as the Worth County Courthbuse 
(1880-93) and later as the Northwood Public Library, has 
been acquired for use as a museum and repository for old 
books, pictures, records, and other historical materials. 

A 12-acre site, previously composed of woodlots used by 
the early pioneers for firewood and construction purposes. 
It was acquired as a gift from the Bingham estate. The park 
is heavily timbered with a wide variety of trees, including 
oak, walnut, maple, hackberry, box elder, elm, dogwood, 
and sumac, and there are many wild flowers. The area is ^ 
used as an outdoor classroom for nature study, and for 
hiking, picnicking, and outdoor recreation. 

A wooded site of approximately 1[acre, located on the west 
side of Lake Cornelia, used for picnicking and recreation. 
The park is named in honor of the donor, William Eldridge. 
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• 4*H Mistorieal Building 
'CentrQl AvGnua West 
Clarion, Iowa . 

Wrjght County Extension Office 
Post Office Bu«Iding 
Clarion, Iowq 50325 



DESCRIPTION 





kdale Pdrk 
2%\mile3 southeast of 
Rer^yvick, Iowa 



Wright County ConserMStion Board 
Willard Glade, Chairman 
Dqws, Iowa 50071 



fli Pikes Timber 

872 miles northeast of 
CiSrion, Iowa 

Wright County Conservation Board 
Willard Glade, Chairman 
Dow3, Iowa 50071 



Wright County Historical Socol^ 

Mrs. Wesley Warner, President 
R.R. 2 

Goldfield, Iowa 50542 



Restored: 1 955,"^ and opened June 1, 1956 
Admissfon: Donations accepted 

Open: June, July, and August, 1 :00-5:00 p.m.; other times 
by appointment 



The 1-room rural schoolhouse from 
Lake Township, District No. 6, 
credited as" the birthplace of the 
4-H 'emblem, has been moved to 
Clarion City Park^The building is 
now used as a museum of the early 
days -of the 4-H Clubs and is 
dediisted to the memory of O. H. 
Benson ( 1875-1 95.1 ) , Wright 
County Superintendent of Schools, 
who originated the four-leaf clover 
emblem in this school. The 4-H 
program was designed to help 
young peoplej> grow mentally, 
physically, socially, and spiritually. 
The 4.H's stand for Head, Heart, 
Hands, and Health. The aid school 
is furnished in the mode of the 
1907-03 period. Many pictures 
pertaining to the school and the 
early rural social life of the 
community are included in the 
historical exhibits. 



The park includes the original 1-acre site of Oakdale 
School. The first white child in Wright County attended 
this school, a white frame building. These country^chools 
yvere usually spaced about 2 miles apart. The20-acre park, 
next t6 the Boone River, is covered with natural 
vegetation — oak, walnut, locust, hawthorn, and elm trees; 
gooseberry and other shfubs; and wild flowers — and is 
ised for picnicking, camping, hiking, and outdoor sports. 

A 46-acre area ravered \!vith oak, hickory, linden, hackberry, 
hawthorn, walnut, maple, sycamore, rattonwood, willow,' 
and elm trees. There are also many native shrubs and wild 
flowers. The Iowa River winds through the property, and 
Lake Cornelia is 2 miles west. A bird sanctuary Snd 
biological preserve are in one part of the area. Other uses 
are picnicking, hiking, fishing, and camping. The timber was 
used as a recreational area as early as 1856, when it was 
owned by Daniel and Eugene Pike. 

incorporated: December 18, 1950 

Mter a 20-year period of inactivity, the Society has 
reorganized. / 
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CELEBRATIONS, FESTIVALS, 
ANB HISTORIC EVENTS 



OBSERVED 11^ lt>WA 



EVENT 



TIME 



LOCATION 



All \o\vB Days 

Antique Airmen; Inc. Fly-In 

Antique Airplane Fly-In 



Arts and Music Fe^^l 
Autumn Leaf Tour» 



*Beiderbecke Days l , 

(Bix Belderbecke iVlemoriai Jazz Festiv^lh 
Bratwurst and Sauerkraut Days 
Chuck Wagon Feed ^ 
Civil War Days 
Cobblestone Theatre 
Corn Harvest Festival 

Covered Bridge Festival v^j 

Dairy Cattle Congress 

Dansk Fest (Danish) 

Drake Belays 

Fall Harvest Festival 

Farm Tours 
Frank Gotch Day 

German Festival and Art and Craft Fair 
Governor'siDays Celebration 
Grain Harvest Festival 



V 



Grant Wood Art Festival 
Harvest Festival and Outdoor Art Show 
Hay Days 

Indian PowWow (Mesquakie) 
^ International Folk Festival 
Iowa State Fair 
Little Britches fiodeo 

Midwest Old Settlers and Threshers Reunion 



Late August . 
Labor Day Weekend 
10-day period ending on 
^ Labor Day 
July 
October 

Last weekend in July 
July 

September 

1st weekend in June 

June, July, August 

Fall 

October ^ » 
Late September 
June 

Last Friday and Saturday in April 
Last Friday and Saturday 

in September 
July ' 
June 
October . 
Late July 
Summer 

June 

September 

Early Spring 

Mid-August 

June 

August 

July 

5 days starting Thursday before 
Labor Day 



, Okoboji ^ 
Ottumwa Airport 
Antique Airfield near 

Blakesburg, lOwa 
West Des Moines 
Elkader, Fayet^jiS^ttenberg, 

McGregor, jjjBSBrtheast Iowa 
Davenport 



Stacyviile 
St, Olaf 
Hopkinton 
Clear Lake 

Living History Farms, 

Des Moines 
Winter set 
Waterloo 
kimballton 
Des Moines 
Kalona 

West-Branch 
Humboldt 
Manchester 
Clear Lake 

Living History Farms, 

Des Moines 
Anamosa-Stone City 
Charles City 
Rock Valley 
Tama 
Bettendorf 
Des Moines 
Massena 
Mount Pleasant 
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Event 

Miss towa Pageant - ^ 

.National Hobo Convention 
National Hot AircBallcon Races 
Nordic Fest (Norwegian) 
North Iowa Band Festival 
Okoboji Summer Theatre 

Oktoberfest (German) 

Old Settlers Reunion ' 

Old-time Threshing Bee * 

Outdoor Art Show 

Paint 'N Palette Club Art Show 



Pancake Day . > 
Pancake Day. . 
Pioneer Craft Day Festival / 

Pofka ^e^^ ' 
. Popcdrn Day * .,r 

Popcorn Days ' \^ / * ' 

Popcorn Festival • 

River boat Days 

rtJvercade 
1 ^^iveresta 

Radeo Championship 
-Rose Festival 

St. Patrick's Celebration (Irish) 
Sauerkraut Day (Gernjan) 
Sauerkraut Days 

Scandinavian Festival Days 

Showboat Theatre (Rhododendron) ^ 

Sidewalk Antique Fair 

Soybean Days , 
Steam and Antique Show 
Steamb9at Days and D.ixieland Jazz Festival 
Strawberry Days 
Summer Art§ Festival 
Sweet Corn Days 
Swejst Corn Festival 
TrKState Rodeo 
7ulip Festival (Dutch) 
/Tulip time Festival (Outchf 
Veishea 

Watermelon pay 
Watermelon Days ■ " 

Winter Sports Festival 

World's Champion Goose Calling Contest 



Time 



Location 



3rd week \h June 
Mid-August 
Mid-August 

Last ful/weekend in July 
June 

WighlWexcept Monday 

( Jn Jiily and-August 

October 

Augwst 

Late July 
• June ' 
' July 



/End of September 
Early March 

Third Saturday; in September 

/ September \ 
^1 Early Fall 
I' Late July 

September * 

1st week in July 

Late July 

Summer 

August 

June 

3 days in March 
Summer 

Saturday and Sunday before 

Labor Day 
June * 
Summer 
September 
August 
August 

3rd week in June 
June 

l^st full weekend in June 
August 
August 
September 
3rd week in May 
2nd week J n May 
, 1st week in May 
3rd Saturday in July 
Last Saturday and Sunday 

in August 
Early February 
September 



Davenport 
Britt 

indianola 
Decorah 
Mason City 
Okoboji 



Amana 

f Magnolia and Monrpe ' 
2 miles south of Spencer 
Crescg 

Antioch School — Grant Wood 
Memorial Park andJLog Cabin 
Art Gallery 4 miles southeast 
of Anamosa 

Centerville 

Schaller 

Nelson P4pneer,Farm, 
^ ^Oskaloosa 
Durant 
Ida Grove 
Schaller 
Hambi^g 
Clinton 

Siou)^ City^ ^ 

LeClaire , 

Sidney 

State Center 

Emmetsburg " 

Ackley 

Blairstown 

Story City 

Clinton 

Fort Dodge 

Sheldon 

Ricketts 

BurlingtoA 

Strawberry Point 

Van Buren County 

Elkader 

West Point and West Union 
Fort Madison 
Orange City 
Pella 

Iowa State University, Ames 

Humeston 

Garrison 

Esthervllle 
Missouri Valley 




lOWA^S LITTLE COLpNIES 

(Nationality and Religious G/oups) 




Iowa — lh»MritinflPot 



lowins are i mixture of almost everv natlcnalrtv In the vwortd Many of thesa emlarants settled In colonics within the Stato. Othw iottlements ware 
established by religious groups, ths moS i|Tjport»nt.of the* are shown on the above map. ' 
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INDEX 



NAME 



COUNTY 



• Abbe CrCek School Museum y'nn 

Abbe, Willfam , \ [ . 1.inn 

Abolitionists^^ j> , Cedar 

Ackfey Creek pSrk ^ . . . . #loyd 

Ada Hayden Prairie : Howard 

Adair County Anquestors Adair 

Ac6ir County Historical Society .Adair 

Adair, George W. . Butler 

Adams County Historical Society /. . . Adams 

A. D. Barnum Home ' Black Hawk 

. Adobe-House . . ; .x, . , , .Scott 

Adolph Munson Park Chickasaw 

Afro^asoniq Lodge . . Van Buren 

Ahwipeluck .'Lee 

Airpovofer Museum^ Inc * . : . . . Wapello 

'Alatoona Pass (Georgia) .DesMpines 

. Albert Lea Lake ^ . : . . Butler, Worth 

Albert W. McCallum Museum \ .Osceola 

Albia Business District ^ .. . .Monroe 

- Aldrich, Bess Streeter . . . . 4 Black Hawk 

Alexander G. Clark House MusCatti^ 

Afexaiider Young Log House .Washington 

AHanriakee County Historical Museum Allamakee 

Allariiakee County Historical Society ....... v^ ^. . . Allamakee 

Allc^n, Benjamin Franklin . . . . . :\ . Polk. 

"All^n, Captain James . DaVis, Polk, Wapello 

iVAIIispn Monument -Polk 

Allison, Will ^m B / ,polk 

Althea Sherman Swift Tower Clayton 

Attoond'Pdss , . . . Des Moines 

Amana Colonies . * lowva 

Amana Heim (Home) Iowa 

Amana Heritage Society ^ v. ."towa 

Amana Lake ......;...."*. Iowa 

Ambrose A. CbH State Park -w . . . . ? Kossuth 

American Fur Company Des Moiries, Lee, Scott 

American Gothic Architecture - . . Cedar, Wapello 

American Gothic House , . Wapello 

American Gothic Trail . Wapello 

American Revolution . . . Des Moines, Dubuque, Washington, Webster 

American Society of Civil Engineers Lyon 

Ames High School Prairie * ■. . . .Story 

Amish Settlement " .Buchanan, Van Buren, Washington 

Andersonville ' .WasKlngton 

Andrew Cemetery Jackson 

Ansel Briggs, Home of Jackson 

Anthony, Susan B f . . . Floyd 

Antioch School Memorial Jones 

Antique Acres Black Hawk 

Antique Airplane Association Wapello 

Antoine LeCiaIre Grave . . . ^ Scott 

Antonin Dvorak Memorial . *. Winneshiek 

Appanoose County Historical Society Appanoose 

Applegate's Crossing t Jones 

Arbor Lake County Park Poweshiek 

Arends' Kettlehole ■ • , ■ Dlckinsorr 

Arie den Boer Arboretum '. . . . Polk 

Armstrong House Hancock 

Arrowhead Park Pattawattamie 



<--vAshton Wild-Wood Park Jasper 

^^Ashworth Park Polk 

Atkinson, Geneipl Henry .......... >v . .... .Wihneshiek 

Audubon County Geneological Society . . ^ . Audubon 

Audubon County Historical Mu^BVim .' . .Audubon 

Audubon County Historical Society \ . , .Audubon 

Augusta, Iowa . J . . . ^.U Des Moines 

Auntie Woods . . . . . / . . ,0 Jefferson 

Justin Park ....... , ,r ..... r Van Buren 

Backbone Mill ■ • • ■ ... Madi.son 

Backbone Stat^Park -I--:* *- \ ..... . .Delaware 

Bailey, Joel Delaware^ 

Bailey'^ Ford Access , . , >. , . . . . ^ Delaware " 

Baker l*ark ....... . ^ ■ ■ . . .Winneshiek ^ 

Baker's Stagecoach tnn . . V .» Delaware 

SallingaM Pa>k ."*..*.......... ^ . Wapello ^ 

Ballingall, Peter G.^ '. . , Wapello 

Bankston Park Dubuque 

Barlow Granger^ Homestead Polk 

> Barnum, A. 0; . . . . . . Black Hawk 

Barrymores >. /. . . .* Des Moines 

• Basilica of St. Francis Xavier . '. Dubuque 

Battle Hill . . . ? Ida 

Battle of Credit Island " .'.Scott 

» ^^attle of the Little Big Horn Lyon 

Battle of. Pea Ridge, Arkansas .i.ee 

Bay Church and Cemetery D,elaware 

Bayliss Park Pottawattamie 

^ Beaman Arboretum -> Grundy 

Bear Creek . Jackson 

Bear, Joshua . ■ t Jackson ^ 

Beardsley, Governor William S polk ^ 

Beaver Ad3oretum ."^ !^ . . . .Grundy 

Beckworth, Charles ... ^ ..... : > Cherokee 

Bee Trees . .\ . Mills, Van Buren 

Beed, William Franklin . 

Beeds Lake State Park , 1 , . . . Franklin 

Beeson-Blommer's Mill Marion 

Beiderbecke, Bismarck (Bix) sbott 

Believe It Or Not . , Des Moines, Lee 

Belkrrap, General William Worth Lee 

Bellevue State Park Jackson 

Bell, Benjamin 

(Revolutionary War solider) . . . Hamilton, Webster 

Bell's Mill Park . , . . , : . . .H^rn#|in 

Belt, David .... ... . . . '1 . ]3bb, 

Benjamin Chapel r . V . . . * Hen^^ 

Benson, O. H. .T . . Wright 

Benton City Park .^ .... Benton 

Benton County Historical Society Benton 

Benton, Thomas Hart (artist) Jones, Pottawattamie, Wapello 

Benton, Thomas Hart (Senator) Pottawattamie, Van Buren 

Benton, Thomas Hart, Jr. ......... . \ PottawattalVjie 

Bentonsport , van Surbn 

Bentonsport. River Front Park Van Buren 

Berry Woods .Warren 

Bertrand (Steamboat) Laboratory and 

Artifact Ex^hibit Room, Harrison 



NAME 



COUNTY 



NAME 



Bever Park Zoo 'Linn 

BickneliPark * Humboldt 

• Big Codar Crock. .' Henry 

BigCroek : •*• • Polk 

BigCreok Lake ...... /. Polkj^ 

"Big Kettlehole" ; .j; . . . . Dickinson 

Big Rock Park' vV, .... .Marion 

Big Sioux Park A v i • . , . . .Sioux 

' Big Sioux River , $ioux, Woodbury ^ 

BlgelowPark .Hc^rdin, Woodbury*' 

Billy Sunday (Ses lyioines. Story 

Bily Brothers ci .Winneshiek 

Bily Clock Exhibit . .Winneshiek 

Blly, Frank L ' . , ^ . .Winneshiek ^ 

Bily, Joseph C ^ . .Winneshiek ^ 

Bingham Park . . . .Wright 

Birthplace of Des Moines Association{i Polk 

Bix Beiderbecke IVlemorial Society ; .• . . . .Scott 

Bixby State Park ^ ! ^ . Clayton 

Black Angel » . ; Pottawattamie 

Black Hawk Purchase *. . . Des Moines, Jackson, Jones, Linn 

Black Hawk Spring ^ <Des Moines 

Black Hawk Treaty , . . Scott 

Black Hawk War Crawford, Davis, Lee; Linn, Louisa, 

. Scott, Van Bqren; Webster 

Blair, William ,.0es Moines 

Btapden Art Gallery * , . . . . Webster 

Blanden, Charji^ Granger \. ^Webster 

Blanden, Elizabeth Mills V \Vebster 

Blank Park . . . Polk 

Bleriot Airplane Polk 

Bliss, J. W -.Cherokee 

Block House Pottawattaitnie 

Blood Run Indian Village Site Lyjin 

Bloody Run Clayton, Hunnibofc(t 

Bloomer, Amelia Jenks . . . , .Pottawattamie 

Bloomer, Dexter ^ Pottawattamie 

. Bloomfield Township Historical Society . . Winneshiek 

Blue Grass Palace, Site of Union 

Blue Lake Monona 

Bluff Park . Lee 

Bluffton Fir Stand Winnesffiek 

Bohemian Singing Society Linn 

Boies, Governoc Horace . Wapello 

Bonaparte Dam and Locks Van Buren 

Bond Hill Park Keokuk 

Bone Hollow Branch Delaware 

^Bone, Joseph .Hamilton 

Bonebright Museum Hamilton 

Boneyard Hollow Webster 

Bonneyview : Van Buren 

Bonnie and Clyde Ringgold 

Bonnif teld Log Cabin Jefferson 

Boone County Genealogical Society Boone 

Boone County Historical Society Boone 

Boone, Daniel Lee 

Boone, Nathaniel (Nathan) Lee 

Boone River Hamilton, Webster, Wright 

Booth, Edwin Des Moin^ 

Borlaug, Norman Ernest'^ Howard 

Botna Bend Park Pottawattamie 

Bowen Collegiate Institute Delaware 

Boyer River Crawford, Sac 

Boyington, William - . Pottawattamie 

Bremer County Historical Society Bremer 

Brethren Church - /Dallas 

Bridal Veil Falls Clayton- 

Brtggs, Governor Ansel Jackson 

Briggs Woods , Hamilton 

Brinton Forest Area .Washington 

Brown, John Cedar, Fremont, Washington 



J 



COUNT 



Brown, Timothy** .Washington 

Brown, W. H Pottawattamie 

Browning, John M ^ . . .S£:ott 

Brown's Lake Woodbury 

Brown's Woods . : . PoLk 

Bruce Creek Clayton 

Bruguier Log Cabin Woodbury 

Bruguier, Theophile WoodbtXry 

Brush College ^ ^ Lee^ 

Brush Creek Canyon State Park ^ Fayette' 

Bryan, William Jennings Des Moines, Louisa 

Buchanan County Historical Society Bijkihanan 

Buchanan, Jacnes Emmet, Worth 

Buck Creek Area Clayton 

Bucknell, Ipwa Monroe 

Buona Visia County Historical Society Buena Vista 

Buffalo Bill Cody Homestead Scott 

Buffalo Bill Museum Scott 

Buffalo Ranch Museum . ^ . . . Fayette 

Buffalo Wallow ^ Ringgold 

Bundy's Mill Historical Marker | . Warren 

Burg Building r . . . i . . .„ Van Buren 

Burg, Lewis {. Van Buren 

Burkley Park Franklin 

Burton^Residence Poweshiek 

Butler County Historical Society Butler 

Butteiwvorth Tavjern Jackson 

Buxton, Iowa ^ > . . .Mohroe 

Buxton Picnic .Monroe 

Byers, Major H. S. M. . .' ^ Polk 

Caledonia, jowa Ringgbid 

Calhoun County Historical Society -y. . . Calhoun^ 

Calhoun bounty Museum . . , vl . . . Calhoun 

Callanan, James . ... . . -Polk 

California Gold Rush .Pottawattamie 

Call, Ambrose A Kossuth 

Camp Burnside, Site of . . Polk 

Camp Creek ^ ...... Polk 

^'^Camp Harlan (later Camp McKean)- • • • Henry 

Gamp McClellan Scott 

X^rdiff Giant . .r, Webster 

Cardinal, Jean Marie Dubuque 

Careche-Coranche (Marie Anne Cardinal) Dubuque 

Carrie Lane Chapman Catt, 

Girlhood Home of Floyd 

Carroll County Historical Society Carroll 

Carver, George Washington .\ . Madison, Story, Warren 

Carver Hall Story, Warren 

Gary Lobe, Wisconsin Glacier ' Dickinson 

Case, J. I. . ' Mitchell 

Cass County Museum Cass 

Catfish, Iowa Dubuque 

Catfish Creek Dubuque 

Catl^dral of the Epiphany Woodbury 

Catholic Mission ^ . . . .Pottawattamie 

Catt, Carrie Lane 'Chapman Floyd 

Cayler Prairie Dickinson 

C. D. Coppock County Park Marshall 

Cedar County Historical Society Cedar 

Cedar Falls Historical Society Black J-lawk 

Cedar Rapids Art Center ^. . Linn 

Cedar River Butler, Floyd, Hardin, Linn, Mitchell, Muscatine 

Cedar Valley Seminary .\ Mitchell 

Centennial Exposition (Philadelphia) Delaware 

Central Chapter 

Iowa Archeological Society Webster 

Central Iowa Genealogical Society Marshall 

Central Iowa Mineral Society Polk 

Ceres Church Clayton 

Chapel on the Moiint Jackson 
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Charles H. MacNidcr Museui^i Cerro Gordo 

Charles S. Denim n Woods 

(Water Works Park) . . : , i . Polk 

Chautauqua D<es Moines, Louisa, Montgomery 

Chautauqua Park o- ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ • .D^ Moines 

Chautauqua Park Pavilion Montgomery 

Cherokee County Historical Society . . . .: Cherokee 

Chicago, Milwaukee, St, Paul, 

and Pacific Railroad « Clayton 

• Chicagopnd North Western Railway do. . .Boone, Kossuth, Plymouth 

Chichoqua Wildlife Habitat • - • Polk 

Chickasaw Church • • • ^ , Chickasaw 

Chickasaw County Historical Society Chickasaw 

Chlckeh Creek . ^ : Muscatine 

Chicken Ridge Scenic Overlook \ . Clayton 

Chief Black Hawk Davis, Des Moines,' Lee, Louisa, 

^ Scott, Van Buren 

Chief Cou-sta-wa ' ^. . . .Pocahontas 

Chief Keokuk . ' Davis, Le§, Louisa, . 

• • • • Van Buren, Wapello 

^ C^lef Keokuk Grave , Lgg, 

Chief Mahaska \ \ \ \ \ Mahaska 

Chief Mahaska Sta^e- Mahaska 

Chief Peosta ....... ^ , . . .Dubuque 

Chief Poweshiek .Johnson, Lee, Louisa 

Chief Tama^^ai-roah) Des Moines 

Chief Wapello , . , ^ Lea, Louisa, Wapello 

Chief Wapello Grave : '. . . Wapello 

Chief War Eagle Woodbury 

Chief War Eagle (?rave Woodbury 

Chief Waubonsie .\. .. . Fremont 

Children's Forest Polk 

Children's Zoo , | ^ \ ..... . . Linn, Polk," Scott 

Chimney Rock . .V Winneshiek 

Chipmav Norman |. .Washington 

ChipmanT Norton ParK^r , .Washirfgton 

Chlpman,SaraP. . .^^ , Washington 

Christopher Columbus f^emorial Polk 

Church in the WildwqOc|'\ . Chickasaw 

City Greenhouse . . . Polk 

Civil War •. . VkjSlack Hawk, Bremer, Bytler, Ctdar, Clayton, 

.^itPelaware, Des Moines, Henry„ Keokuk, Lee, 

. K^itchel I, Mtjscatine, Osceola, Page, Palo Alto, 

Plyrnouth, Polk,.Pottawattamle, Scott, Story, 

Vail Buren, Washington, Webster, Woodbury 

Civil War Days V . Delaware 

Civil War Orphans Home . . . , Black Hawk 

Clark, Alexander G. ..... / .j Muscatine 

Clark, Alexander G , Jr -,\ Muscatine 

Clark, Thomas and Jeremiah . U . .» Butler 

Clark, William' . . A - ... . . Monorta 

Clarke County Historical Society \ Clarke 

Clarke Hall ... V. ." .Delaware 

Clarke, Newman S °- • • • V Webster 

Clausen, Reverend Claus L \ Mitchell 

Clay Banks Forest k,^ W W Cerro Gordo 

Clay, J. B, Uoe) \; Black Hawk 

Clay Tablets Plymouth, Wapello 

Clayton, Iowa ^ cteyton' 

Clayton, John M } .Clayton 

Clear Lake , Cerro Gordo 

Clear Lake State Park Cerro Gordo 

Clemens, Andrew Clayton 

Clemens, Samuel (Mark Twain) Lee 

Clermont Historical Society . ^ Fayette' 

Clermont Museum % . Fayette 

Cleveland, Grover Woodbury 

Clinton County Historical Society Clinton 

dive Hqnor Prison Farm Polk 

Close Brothers . Plymouth 

Coal Creek Keokuk 



CoalMinlJig Appanoose, Dallas, Monroe, Van Bur^nl Webster ' 

Coal Palace, Site of [ Wapello 

Cobb, Irving. . .Montgomery 

CodY,lssac Scott 

Cody, Samuel Scott 

Cody, WiltiamF. {Buffalo Bill) . . . ' scott 

Coffin, J. H.C. Des Moines 

Coffin Lx^renzo S w^bster 

Coffin s Creek , . Delaware 

Coffins Grove Park .^ . . .Delaware 

Cold Water Cave Winneshiek 

Co d Water Qreek .V . . ; Winneshiek , 

Colen^MeriJorial Park : .Lee 

Colfax Mineral Springs ...» WWW Jasper 

Colonel W. P. Hepburn Home Page 

^'Colored Convention" . I Muscatine 

Community Historical Society story 

Conard, DiuXHenry S i.".' ! Poweshiek 

Conard Environmental Research Area Pov\?eshiek 

Concord Park . . : ; ; ] ; .Hancock 

Confederate Cemetery •. . . .Scott 

Conger, House (Jonathan Clark Conger House) .Washington' 

Congregational Church . Van Buren 

Gonsol, Iowa . . . .Monroe 

Copperas Beds . Webster 

Coppoc, Barclay cedar 

Coppoc, ^dwin . . . ... '^^^^ 

Coralville R^ervoir W WW. Johnson 

Corn Palace, Site of Woodbury 

Corse, General John Wun^y pes Moines 

Cory Burying Ground ^. • story 

Cory, Wfery Jane WW, !story 

Cory don Lake County Park Wayne 

Council Hill J P^ottawattamie ^ 

Council Oak . ^ ^ . Woodbury 

Council Point ^ ' Pottawattamie 

Council Rock '.Linn 

Country School House Emmet 

Court Avenue Viaduct polk 

^onvenanfer Church ..... . ... '.Delaware 

Covered Bridge Park . .' ; Keokuk 

Covered Bridges ..... Cerro Gordo, Keokuk, Madison, Marion, Polk 

Covey Church Park .O'Brien 

Covey, Reverend John .O'Brien 

Cowles, Gardner, Jr Webster 

Crandell House \* Scott 

Crandell, Marion " Scott 

CrapoPark . ^ . . .Des Moines 

Crawford County Historical Society ..Crawford 

Credit Island Scott 

Crinoids • Marshall, Polk ' ' . 

Crooked Creek Washington 

Crosby, James O v.. : Clayton 

Croton Civil War Memorial Park j . Lee 

Crystal Lake Cave Dubuque ^ 

Curry, John Steuart Wapello V 

Curtis, Major General Samuel Ryan Lee ^ 

Cut Nose Lee 

Cutlerites ^ \ W Fremont 

Czechoslovakia Linn 

Dahl, Halvor Buena Vista 

Dallas County Historical Spciety Dallas 

Dankwardt Park Des Moines 

D A R Log Cabin Washington, Wayne 

Darling, Jay Norwood (Ding) . ? . . Carroll, Washington 

Davenport Municipal Art Gallery Scott 

Davenport Museum Louisa, Scott 

Davis County Genealogical Society Davis 

Davis County Historical Society , Davis 

Dead Man's Lake Hancock 
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Decatur County Historical Society Decatur 

Deception Hollow .9 Webster 

Decker House Inn ■ Jackson 

Decorah Fasten ( newspaper) / Wi nnesh ie k 

Deerfleld Church . Chickasaw 

Deerland , . . . Dickinson " 

De Forest. Honry Sut^ift Pottawattamie 

De Forest, Dr. Lee Pottawattamie 

Delaware County HistoVical Museum .............. Delaware 

Delaware County Historical Society .Delaware 

beltcioCis Apple Madison" 

Delta Covered Bridge ...» Keokwk 

Depew, Chauncey Woodbury 

DeSmet, Father Pierre-Jean Pottawattamie 

Des Moines Art Center . \ . Polk 

Des Moines Birthplace Memorial 

(Fort Des Moines No. 2) Polk 

Des Moines Birthplace Park 

(West Riverside Park) Polk 

Des Moines Centpr of Science and Industry \ Polk 

Des Moines Children's Zoo ^ ' 

Des Moines Coifnty Genealogical Society ......... .Des Moines 

Des Moines County Historical Museum .Des Moines 

Des Moines County Historical Society . . . . ^ Des Moines 

' Des Moines River . Boone, Davis, Emm^, Hamilton, 

. . , . . .Humboldt, Lee, Pocahontas, Polk* Van Buren, 

^ . / Webster 

J3e5 Moines River Bridge ^ . v ■ Boone 

Des Moines River Navigational System Davis. Van Buren 

d^s Moines Zoological Association ■ ■ Polk 

de^otoBend Harrison 

De Soto Lake - Harrison ^ 

DeSfeto National Wildlife Refuge Harrison 

Devil's Backbone ^. .. Delaware, Madison 

Devon Woods - Chickasaw 

Pevonia (Lithograph City) . , . Floyd 

Diamond Lake , ■ , Poweshiek 

Dickey Museum (Shantytown) Wayne 

Dickinson County Hihorical Society Dickinson 

Dickin^op County Museum Dickinson 

Dlcksot} Timber . . ; « Carroll 

Dinesen Prairie . . ■ Shelby 

"Ding" Darling ■■■ .Washington 

Division of Historical Museum 'and Archives . . Polk 

Division of Historic Preservation Johnson 

Dixon Timber Worth 

Dobberstein, Reverend P. M. . . . .Palo Alto 

Dodge, General Grenville Mellen Harrison, Pottawattamie 

Dodge, HeniV Webster 

Dodge Park ^. . . Pottawattamie 

Dodge, Ruth Anne • ■ ■ ■ Pottawattamie 

Dolliver, Jonathan P Webster 

Dolliver Memorial State Park Hamilton, Webster 

Douglas Limestone House Worth 

Douglas, Stephen s Scott 

' Dow House Historical Area Crawford 

Dow,S. E. . . . ' .Crawford 

Downs, H.S. ' ■ ■ • Cedar 

Dragoon Trail . Mills. Palo Alto, Polk 

Drew, John Des Moines 

Drugstore Museum . Floyd, Kossuth 

Dry Creek 

Dublin Store V ■ -^^^'"9^°" 

Dubuqye City Hall .Dubuque 

Dubuque County Historical Society ^ Dubuque 

DuBuque, Julien Dubuque 

Duke, James (Jim) Des Moines 

Dunlap, Herman J. . \ .Delaware 

DunlapPark - Delaware 

Dunning's Spring - • -U Winneshiek 

Dutch Creek Jones 



* . • * 

NAIvIE . COUNX^ 

Dutton's Cave Park . ! Fayette 

Dvorak^ Antonin ^ yvinneshiek 

Dvorak House ; Winneshiek 

Dyersville County Historical Society Dubuque 

Dysart Historical Museum , . ^ Tama 

Eads, Captain James Buchanan ^ott 

Eads« Thomas . .Scott* 

Eagle City ^.^ ' Hardin 

Eagle Lake Park ' Hancock 

Eagle Point Park s? Dubuque 

Earlham Hist9rica^ Preservation Society, Madison 

Early Trails Monunrient' Mills 

Earp, Wyatt Marlon 

East Fork ..... ^ .Ringgold 

East Fork Des Moines Biver Emmet ^Humboldt, Kossuth 

East Indian Cre^k .- * . .StoH? 

^ East Nishnabotna River . . ■. ^ Fremont 

East Okoboji Lake Dickinson 

Easter Lake • Polk 

Eden Valley Park and Refuge i ..... . Jackson 

Edgewater Beach I Des Moines 

Edmundson, James D. M,ahaska, Polk 

Edwards, Henry ^ . . .Crawford 

,£ff/e>*ftofi (steamboat) * . . . .Scott 

Effigy Mounds National Monument .} Allamakee, Clayton 

Egralharve Mineral Spring . ^ Dickinsor) 

Eiffel Tower . . . ^ " . P,ottawattamie 

Eisenhower, D wight David . Boone 

Elsenhower, Mamie Qoud Boone 

Eldred-Sherwood Park ». . . Hancock 

EldridgePark Wright 

Elk Creek . Delaware 

Elk Creek Marsh Worth 

Elk Horn Creek ' .Scott 

Elk Horn Creek Recreation Area Scott 

Elk Rock State Park . Marion 

Elk Run . Hardin 

Elsa Maxwell Birthplace ; .Lee 

Elsworth, D.B. . .K ..... , .Winneshiek 

Ely's Ford * ."^ Van Buren 

Emerson, Dr. John ..Scott 

Emerson Hough Boyhood Home . . : Jasper 

Emmet County Historical Museum . .. . . . .Emmet 

Emmet County Historical Society Ernmet 

English Mills ; * . Dubuque 

English River ^ Worth 

Ensign, Hermon Lee Pottawattamie 

Equestrian Statue, First in Iowa Des Moines 

Esttierville Meteorite . . : Emflietf 

Evergreen Cemetery Jefferson 

Ewing Park . Polk 

Fairview Cemetery Pottawattamie 

Faneuil Hall (Boston) Dobuque 

Farm House ' » ■ • -Story 

Farm Tractor Industry, 

Beginning of the . Floyd 

Farmers* Muscyjm (Cooper§town, N.Y.) Webster 

Farnham, Russel : ^. . .Lee 

Father Pierre-Jean DeSmet Pottawattamie 

Fejervdry, Count Nicholas Scott 

Fejervary Park Scott 

Fenelon Place Inclined Railway or 

Fourth Street Elevator Dubuque 

Fertile^ Mill Park . . . • ■ Worth 

FIndtey, Dr. William Davis 

Fire Point ^ Clayton 

First Consolidated School in Iowa, Site of Winnebago 

First Courthouse in lowa.'Site of Henry 

First Delaware County Courthouse, Site of . .Delaware 
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• First Gaso I in& Tractor Marker Clayton 

first loffe State Fair, Site of [ rj'efferson- 

First MississlppJ River Bridge Scott 

First Motor Vehicle Fatality in lovva, ^ ' 

Site of ^ • . ;. Franklin 

First Orchard in iowa * ... ^ ^-Lee 

Thirst Public Schoolin Des Moines, / ^ ^ 

^Sitebf . . . /. . . . , /v. . . . . . . 1 Polk 

First Schoolhouse in Iowa, . , 

Site of (Galland School) \ ... ^ ..... .Lee 

First Reinforced Concrete Bridge in the 

United States . .Lyon 

Firsft Sod Turned in Madison Township) » 

-Siteof ...... '.. ...... Jones' 

Fish Farm Mounds State Preserve ^Allamakee 

Fisher Crefck \ Fremont 

Ffv&lsland Lake . . . . ; . , Palo Alto 

Flakes Riffle . . i .\ Webster 

Flint Creek Des^Moin^ 

Flint Hills (Sho<|uo-quon) . '.4. . . , . . . . 1 . . . . . Pes Moines 

Flora Ellis Wildlife Sanctuary , . .""^i. v . . . . Floyd** 

Flowing Well Park * . . », .?..!': !-ttardin 

"Floyd County Historical Society . . , Floyd 

Floyd County Historical Society Museum Floyd 

f loyd Monument . , , . ^ . Woodbury 

Floyd Park . , Woodbury 

Floyd. Sergeant Charles v Woodbury 

Floyd's Bluff ....... 1 ... \ .... . Woodbury 

Flynn Mansion • ; Pojl^ 

Flyni>« Martin \ ! Polk 

Fojiett Park . ] ^ [ [ \ [ [ icHnton 

Follett, William D , . .Clinton 

Foriest Park and Museum .'^ Dallas 

Forney's Uke , ] ] \ [ * Fremont 

Fort Armstrong . . . . . v , Louisa, Scott 

FortlAtkinson State Park . . . . ^ : . . . . .Winneshiek 

Fort |Benton» Mo nta nib Territory . . , Harrison 

Fort Cherokee .Cherokee 

Fort Clarke . .0 ... Webster 

Fort Correctionvllle . . . Woodbury 

Fort Crawford ^ Clayton 

Fort Defiance State Park . &nmet 

Fort Des Moines No. 1 Lee, Palo Alto 

Foi^Des Moines No. 2 . •. Palo Alto, Polk, Wapello 

Fort Des Moines No. 3 . . f>o|k 

Fort Dodge Hi^qrical Foundation, Inc Webster 

Fort Dodge Historical Museum, 

Stockade and Fort • Webster 

Fort Dodge (military post). Site of Webster 

Fort Donnellson (Tennessee) . .Washington 

Fort Gibson, Arkansas L^q 

lleavenworth * Lgg 

Vladison Lee, Polk 

ffeterson . 5^ . Clay " 

Purdy,glteof . . . . ^ .Crawford 

Sanford . . , . ^ Wapello 

Bnelling , .Winneshiek 

Sumter .....> Butler 

Fort /Sumter Rock Butler 

Fossil Crinoids Marshall, Polk 

Fossfils . . , Cerro Gordo, Clayton, Johnson, Muscatine, 

'I Palo Also, Polk, Scott 

Foster Woods Washington 

Foucault, Jean Leon . Polk 

Fo^cauit Pendulum . . : : Poik 

Fountain Spring Creek Park Delaware 

4-HCIub Page 

4-H Historical Building .\ Wright 

Fourth Street Elevator or Fenelon Place ' 

Inclined Railway '. ^ » Dubuque 

Frank A. Q^tch ^tate Park Humboldt 
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Franklin County Historical Society . . Franklin 

Franklin ^uare .... ^ ... . . . . . , Polk 

. FrankvilleHistoricarMuseum Winneshiek 

Freda Haff ner Preserve ( Arends' Ketttehole) Dickinson 

Frederic Knitfht Logan Home iClahaska 

Free Enquirers ............. ....... Vao Buren 

Free Methodist Church , , - . * Palo Alto 

Fremont County Historical Soclaty . . . . ^ Fremont 

Fremonf, John Charles . . .v. , . ,» . . .«?. . .Em'met 

French, Daniel Chester ; «... Pottawattamie 

F4rit2, Mathias* -Jackson 

Froelich, John . . .r . Cfayton 

F. W. Kent Park Johnson 

Gaertner, Johann f. . , Winngshiek 

Galland, Dr. Isaac T . ." .Lee 

Gialland School -i-'^e 

Galtand's Grqve Shelby 

Garden Grove s , . . . ^. Decatur 

Gardner, Abigail (Abbe) Dickinson 

Gardner Log Cabin . . . . , ^ . . . » . \ Dickinsoc]^ 

Gardner, Rowland .... Didcinson 

Garfield, James A. Webster 

Garland, HajBlin - - Mitchell 

Garnavillo HistoricalJMuseunri . , ^ Clayton 

Garnavillo Historical Society^ . . . . Clayton ' 

Cass, Reverend Jacob . . L Louisa 

Gehrke Vyildltfe^rea Hardin 

^ General Curtis Home p. . .Lee 

General Dodge House ^ Pottawattamie 

General John A. Logan . . . < . . . . .Delaware^ 

General Joseph M. Street Grav6 Wapello^ 

General Sheridan Polk, Pottawattamie 

General Sherman, . . . Polk, Pottawattamie 

General Williamo'fecumseh Sherman Des Moines 

General Winfield Scott . . . ^ .Scott 

Geode State Park . Henry 

George Davenport Home Scott 

George M. Verity Steamboat .Lee 

Georgian Architecture ...... ^. Pottawattamie 

Georgetown Rest Arda Monroe 

GiSrman Singing Society Linn 

' Gettysburg Addrelfe . Washington 

Gilbralter, Iowa * Lyon 

Gifford Musaum ■ .Warren 

GttchlQ Manitou State Preserve , .Lyon 

Glacial Drift .Hardin, Johnson; Polk, Winnebago 

Glacial Rock Cherokee, Emmet, Floyd, Johnson< 

Linn, Osceola, Page, Pocahontas 

Glenn Miller Home Page 

Gold Dome . . . . . Johnson, Polk 

Gold Rush Hardin 

Golden Spike . Pottawattamfe 

^oldenrod School Museum Page 

^oodale Conservation Area Chickasaw 

. Gotch, Frank A Humboldt 

Governor's Marion Polk 

Governor's Square * Polk 

^ .Grace Hill Cemetery Washington 

Grace Hill Moravian Church Washington 

Graham, Alberta PowelT \ . Wapeilo 

Grand Hotel O'Brien 

Grand River . . . t. . . ^ Decatur, Union 

Grandview Park P(j|k 

Granger, Barlow Polk 

G ranger Honriestead^roject Dallas 

Grant City Sac 

Grant, Judge James Scott 

Grant Park , ^ac 

Grant, Ulysses S- \ . .^.Jackson, Lee, Polk, 

• V Pottawattamie, Sac 
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GranfWood Memorial Park Jones 

Grave of Amelia Jenks Bloomer Pottawattamie 

Grave of Antoine LeClaIre • • -Scott 

Grave of Chief Tama V Des Moines ^ 

Grave of Chief Wapello a * - - Wapello 

Grave of Chieif War Eagle - Woodbury 

Grave of Elliott Parr • • <» .Cedar 

Graveof Grant Wood . . . * . ^ •, • Jones 

Grave of Joseph M. Street . n ^W^ello 

Grave of Julien DuBuque Dubuque 

Grave of MarV Ann Rutledge Van Buren 

Grave of Merle D. Hay . . ^ I ' • r Carroll 

Orave of Robert Lucas ?^ohnson 

Grave of Samuel J. Kirkwood Johnson 

Gray's Lake Park « • • • Polk 

Great Depre^jion ^ ^. Dallas 

Great River Road Clinton, Des Moines, Jackson, Louisa 

"Greeley, Horace . Polk ^ 

Green Tree \ .Scott 

^ Greene County Historical Society * . . . : Greene 

Greene County Historical Society Museum Greene 

Green's Sugar Bush . . Winneshiek v 

Greenwood Cemetery , Muscatine 

Greenwood Park Polk 

. ■ Griffin Park (Highland Park) Keokuk 

Grfmes, Governor James Wilson .• Des Moines. Polk, Tama 

Grinnell Historical Museum < . . . Roweshiek 

> GrinneU Historical Museum Society Poweshiek 

Grinnell, J. B. • • Poweshiek 

-Grirter School • 'owa 

Grotto of the Redemption ^. . . . . > Palo Alto 

Grout, Henry C. . . . . Black Hawk 

Guthrie County Historical Society ^.^ . • • -Guthrie 

Guthrie County School - - - : • • ^ -^^^z Guthrie. 

HaggePark -Sac 

Hairy Nation - : • • Da^is 

Hait House Pocahontas 

Half B/eed Tract .Lee 

Halfway Prairie School Monroe 

Hall, James Norman • • Jasper 

Haltmeyer, Han/ey Clayton 

Ham House Dubuque 

Ham,Mathias Dubuque 

Hamblin, Isaac Delayvare 

Hamilton County Historical Society Hamilton 

Hamlin Garland Home • • • • Mitchell 

Hammill, Johfj, Hancock 

Hancock County Historical Society . . . , Hancock 

Hancock County Memorial %Iuseum Hancock 

Hancock, F. H Pottawattamie 

Handcart Trail Marker • • • ^^ss 

Handsaker Museum Story 

Hanford MacNider Home Cerro Gordo 

Hanging Bog • "-inn 

Hangman's Hollow Van Buren 

Hard Scrabble Park /r-'. • -Delaware 

- Hardin City t - - - ^a-'din 

Hardin County HstoricalSocletyX- Hgrdin 

Hardman, Henry . .7 . - - -Ceda/ 

Hardscrabble(Linnburg, Iowa) Webster 

Harlan House (Harlan Hotel) Henry 

Harlan, James A " Henry 

Harlan- Lincoln Home Henry 

Harlan, Mary • • Henry 

Harper's Ferry, Virginia . . Cedar. Fremont 

Harrison, Benjamin . . , Wapello 

Harrison County Historical Society Harrisop 

Harrison County Historical Village ^ Harrison 



Harrison, F. A. 



Franklin 



Harry's Dog House ' • • ^ayne 

Hart, Charles W ^ , - Floyd 
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aartland Forest Area .......... - - ... * Worth 
artley Fort : » • • • Allamakee 

Hart's Bluff Pottawattamie 

HawkeyeCreek . . . v . .» ^ • • Henry 

Hawk Eye.Log Cabin Musetim^ Des Moines 

.rfay, Merle D. i .* * • Carroll ' 

Hayden Prairie \ * . . . . Howard \ 

Hayes Timber . . . f . - 4 • .Washington 

Heerv,John f.,... . . .. But(er 

Heery Woods State Park « , . . . . •: Butler 

Hen<?erson Crejfek Ollinois) ^- >Des Moines * 

Henderson Park . . ! . \ - . . '. Greene 

Henry A. Wallace Birthplace . .Adair 

Henry County Historical Society ^ Henry 

Henry Hardman Home , . ' CedaV 

Hepburn, William Peters • • • Page 

Herbert Hoover Birthplace » Cedar 

' Herbert Hoover Historic Site . Cedar 

Herbert Quick School House . . • Grundy 

Heritage House 

Heritage Museum Henty 

Heritage Museum Foun«^ation, Inc. Johnson 

Heritage Room and fHoeven Room .......... ^ Sioux 

Heritade Village , P®**^ 

Hiatt, Jesse . . . . : Madison 

Hiawatha-Pioneer Trail ' Marion, Van Buren 

Hickory Grove Uke .Story 

Hickory Grove Park' . ? , . * • Story 

Hickory Grove School ^ • • • Boone, Delaware 

Highest Point in Iowa r^.. Osceola 

Highway Tunnel . .' Madisonr 

Hillerest Rock Museum . . • Lucas 

Historic Pr^ervation Division 6^!. .. ^ ......... • Johnson^ 

.Historical Museum and Archives Division '. Polk" 

Historical Society of Marshall County ............. Marshall 

Historical Society of Pottawattamie County Pott^ttamie 

Historical Village Washington 

Hitchcock, Reverend George y 's' " ' 

H. K. Rogers House A . .Osceola 

Hobbs,BharlesW • • Delaware 

Hobbs Chimney • • • • Delaware 

Hobbs, Mary .' Delaware 

Hoeven, Charles B. . v h Stoux 

Hoffman, Jacob . .• , Black HSwk 

Hoffman, Leighton • • Winheshiek 

HogsbackArea ^^Innebago 

Holstein-Friesian Museum . . . . , , Carroll 

Honey Creek Boone, Delaware, Washington 

Honey Creek State Park • • Appanpose 

Honey War ; - Taylor, Van Btjren 

Honore', Louis Tesson {s^,T§sson, Louis Ho nor e') t,ee 

Hoochtown . . . Des Moines 

Hook Wildlife Area -. . ' Delaware 

Hoover, Herbert Clark . . . . Cedar 

Hoover, Hulda' ^ • ; Cedar 

Hoover, Jesse Clark Cedar * 

Hope Hall Webster 

Hopkinton Depot, ..'....:..... Delaware 

Horner, George L ^. . . . . . .Pottawattamie , 

Horseshoe Bend Dickinson 

Horse Thief Cave * * * * f 

Horse Watering Trough . . Polk, Pottawattamie 

Horton Log Cabin - - Polk 

Hotel Manning Van Buren 

Hough, Emerson - - - • ^ 

House of A Thousand Bottles ^Iills 

House of Clocks Winneshiek 

House of Dolls ^'^Vtgn 

Howard County Historical Society Howard 

Howard Woods . | 

Hoyt House . .-- * * * * 

Hoyt Sherman Place 

% 
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Hubbcit, Frederick Marion Polk 

HuQhcs, Rupert , ! ! ! . \ Leo 

Hul^.Gcorgc ^ .* " Webster 

HumakonaJfouGO . . , ^ MoriroQ 

Humbofdt Collego. /. . . Humboldt 

, Humboldt County Historical AssociatloFV Humboldt 

Humboldt County QJd Settler's Association Humboldt 

' Hunury Hollow , . . Webster 

HurTt,e.W. . . Des Moines 

Hunt Wpcds .Des-Moines 

Hurstvillo Umo Kilns - Jackson 

Hyde Park ...... . . .Greene 

Scorion Colony ^ Adams 

IcoCava Clayton, Jones, Winneshiek 

Ida County Historicat Society jdq 

Indbn Bluffs Wilderness ! Jones 

Ifidian Creek Nature Center Linn 

Indjan l^ikoPark Van 6uren 

Indian Lookout Johnson 

Indian Mound Museum i;.- Allamakee 

Indian Mounds Allamakee, Appanoose, Boon0, Clay, 

........ .Clayton, Delaware, Des Moines, Dickinson, Hamilton, 

• • • Hardin, Jackson, Linn, Louisa, Lyon, Marion « Mills, 

Montgomery, Muscatine, Pocahontas, Scott«^ Story,. 

••••••• ''.Van Buren, Wapello, Washington, Webstej^ 

Indian Village . . ....... .Davis, Des h/loines, Hardin, Jolmsdn, . 

' O'Brien. Polk..Van Buren 

Indianhead , > . . . . Corro Gordo 

Inoeman Lutheran Church Monona 

Inkpaduta (Scarlet Point) . Clay, Dickinson, Humboldt, 

KiDssuth, Pocahontas 

Inkapaduta Trail . . . Clay, Dickinson 

Insplrationalists lowa 

Iowa Archeological Society ........ .Cherokee, Ringgold, Scojj, 

Wapello, Webster, Winneshiek 

lowa Boundary j£Vdair, Allamakee 

lowa Butter Delaware 

towa Center .Story 

low:f Chapter, The Nature Conservancy Clayton, Dickinson, 

.Henry, Johnson, Linn, Story, Warren, Webster 

lowa City Genealogical Society , Johnson 

llowa County Historical Society lowa 

lowa Divide v ........... ; Adair, Guthrie 

lowa Genealogical SdciotV . Adair, Black Hawk, Boone, Corro Gordo, 

,. . .Des Moines, Jefferson, Johnson, Lee, Linn, Marshall 

• • Polk, Scott, Shelby, Story, Wap6llo,Wanron, Winnebago 

lowa Great Lakes Dickinson 

lowa Heritage Trail Linn 

lowa Lakeside Laboratory . Dickinson 

lowa Local Historical and Museum Association .... ^ .... . Polk 

lovva Masonic Library and Museum . Linn 

lowa Mennonito Historical Society . Washington 

^ lowa Museum of Agriculture Polk 

Nowa Mystery House . Hamilton 

lowa River . Franklin, Hardin, loVwa, Johnson, Louisa, 

• ♦ . . . . . .Marshall, Tama, Wri^t 

lowa River Gorge Hardin 

Iowa River Green Belt . .Hardin 

lowa Society for the Preservation of 

Historic Landmarks V Polk 

/o(va Scsr (newspaper) . Polk 

lowa State Agricultural Society . . ^ . , .... Polk 

lowa State Capitol t Johnson, S/Iadisonv Polk. 

lowa State Capitol and Grounds ^/ Polk 

lowa State Fair, Site of first Jeffersion, Polk 

Jowa State Fairgrounds . Polk <^ 

lowa State Normal School Black Hawk 

lowa State Railroad Commission . . . Webster 

lowa State Teachers College Black Hawk 

lowa Territory Des Moines, Polk, Van Buren 



NAME COUNJY 

lowa Watershed Divide Adair, Dickinson, Guthrie 

lowa Watershed Divide Marker Adair, Guthrie 

towa Wesloyan College Honry 

lowa Wesloyari College Museum !!..!!!*. Henry 

lowavillo . . ... .Davis, Van Buron,*Wapello 

owavilloCemotdry .Davis, Van Buren 

lowaville Massacre .Davis, Van Buren 

loway Indian Village ... . .Davis 

Ira Nichols Bird and flower Preserve ........ Hqrdin 

Irqiand ...... [ ! ! ioubuquo 

Jackson County Historicsil Society Jackson 

Jacksonville (Ghost Town) Chickasaw 

Jacob Hoffman Cabin Replica * . . . . Black Hawk 

Jail in the Round Pottawattanriio 

James, Jesse . . '. .Adair, Wayne 

James Norman Hall Birthplace Jasper 

Japanese Temple Bell Polk 

Jasper County Historical Society Jasper 

Jasper Mills , Jackson 

Jasper Pool .Lyon 

Jay G. Sigmund Memorial \ Linn' 

Jefferson Academy . . .Des Moines 

Jefferson County Genealogical Society . » . Jefferson 

Jefferson Cbunty Historical Society . : . . .Jefferson 

Jefferson, Thomas ............. \, Monona 

Jehovah's Presbytery of Zion . v Monona 

Jenn Timber . .\. . . . . . Chickasaw 

Jennings, Berryman' \ tee 

Jesse James Train Robbery, Site of . . ^ . . .\ . Adair 

^ Jester Park ..................... .. . Polk 

J. Harold -€nnis Preserve \ 

Jimtown \ .Des Moines 

Joe Sheldon Park v. .\ Humbpldt 

John Baker Museum '. \. . Shelby 

John Brown Park : Humboldt 

John G. Legel Drugstore Museum \Floyd 

John L. Lewis Latx)r Memorial * .Lycas 

John M. Browning Memorial Museum S^tt 

John Todd House Fremoh^ 

John Wayne Birthplace Madison \ 

Johnson, Colonel J. W. , . 1 Des Moines 

Johnson County Historical Society . . . .' , . . . Johnson 

Johnson Wilderness Area Osceola 

Jollet and Marquette Clayton, Louisa 

Joliet and Marquette Historical Marker Louisa 

Joliet, Louis . Clayton, Louisa 

Jonathan Clark Conger House ........ . Washington 

Jones County Historical Society .Jones 

Jordan, James H. (Jim) .......... . DavSs, Van Buren, Wapello 

Joseph B. Stewart Square Poik 

Joy Springs Park . Clayton 

Julien DuBuque Monument Preserve - . . . Dubuque 

KalonPHistorical Society . . Washington 

Kalsow Prairie . .Pocahontas 

Kane, Thomas L. ; . Pottawattamie 

Kanesyille (Mormon Crossing) >. . . Pottawattamie 

Kansas Drift . « poik 

Kate Shelley Marker , Boone 

Kate Shelley Railroad Bridge >. Boone 

Kearny State Park . . . f Palo Alto 

Kearny, Stephen Watts ^. . . Lee, Palo Alto, Polk 

Kempftown Store ^ .Washington 

Kendall, Nathan E Monroe 

Kendall Place ^ Monroe 

KendalMllePark ^ Winneshiek 

Kensler Cemetery ^ Keokuk 

Keokuk County Historical Society ■ • • Keokuk 

Keokuk Dam J^, . . . .(^ . . . ,Lee 

Keokuk River Museum V Lee 
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Kottleliole . ' . . ^ Dickinson 

KindlespiroPark Clay 

KinjrPark . . . , <^ .GuXhrio 

Kingsloy Historical Socioty Plymouth 

Kinney Pioneer Museum - Corra Gordo 

Kirchner.J.A Clay 

K-irkwood. James P Lyon 

Kirkwpcd, SamuclJ. .Jefferson, Johnson, Pottavi'attamiQ 

Khapp> Seaman A. Story 

' Kneeland^ Abnor Von Biircn 

Knccland; Dolly Van Burcn 

Kopp Timber Tract 

(See Rotz Memorial Forest) Clayton 

Kossuth Academy D^ Moines 

Kossuth County Historical Society^ Kossuth 

Kossuth County HistoricaJ Society Mussum Kossuth 

Kossuth, Iowa . Dcs Moines 

Kruger Mill . . ' Lyon 

Ku Klux Klan JonJS 

• KurtoKastle Dickinson 

Lacey, John Flmcher ' Van Buren 

Lacey-Keosauqua State Park Van Buren 

LaFollette, Senator Robert DeJ Moinc3, Louisa 

Lake Ahquabi State Park .Warren 

Uke Cornelia . * Wright 

Lake Darling State Pprk .Washington 

Lake Delhi Delaware 

Lake O'Delhi Delaware 

Lake of Three Fires State Park Taylor 

Lake Ole Park . . . ; ' Webster, 

Lake Pahoja Recreation Arpa ^ Lyon 

Lake View Historical Society ^. .Sac 

Lakes Art Center ^. Dickinson 

Langworthy, John Clayton 

Lanrabee. William Fayette, Howard 

, Latter Day Saints Frenjont 

Laura I ngallsWildei*' Park Winneshiek 

Laura Mtisser Art Gallery and Museum Muscatine 

Lea, Albert M # . . Lee 

. Lcaguo of Women Voters Floyd 

LoCtairo, Antoine a Scott 

LoCfaIre House . . . Scott 

LeCIai re. Marguerite • • • • • .Scott 

Ledges, State Park Boone, Hamilton 

Lee County Courthouse » . Lee 

Lee County Genealogical Society Lee 

Lee County Historic Center . .Lee 

Lee County Iowa Historical Society Lee 

Lee, Captain Thomas J , Allamakee 

( Lcede Forest Birthplace ' > Pottawattamie 

U.egel, John G., Jr Floyd 

Legol, John G., Sr Floyd 

; Lehigh, Iowa ? Webster 

LenOn Mills Guthrie 

Lenox College Delaware 

Leverson Cabin Worth 

Lewelling, Henderson Henry 

LG?weIling Quaker Shrine • • • * • • Henry 

^L^Vvis A. Jester County Park Polk 

JLewis and Clark Expedition Harrison, Monona 

'■^ i. * . . . . ^ . . Pottawattamie^ Woodbury 

Lewis and Clark Historical Association ^oodbury 

V Lewis and Clark'Monument . . . ' Pottawattamie 

M-ewis and Clark State Park . . , MonOna 

i^^is and Clark Trail Woodbury 

Lewis, John Llewellyn Lucas 

Lewfe, Meriwether * Monona 

, LewisTown and Country Boosters . Cass 

- Lewis Wildlife and Timber Preserve Linn 

Liberty BeJI Replica Polk 

\ / 



Lidtko Park and Mill Howard 

Uguttl, Father L. G DallGO 

Lilac Arboretum • Polk 

Lime Creek Winnebago 

LImo Creek Goncologicol Society Winnebago 

Limestone Mirfe Von Burcn 

Lincoln, Abraham Crawford, Harrison, Henry. 

.... ... ' .Johnson, Lee, Polk, Pottawattamie, Scott, 

J . Van Buren, Washington 

Lincoln Form Marker Crawford 

Lincoln Highway Linn 

Lincoln Pork Foyotto 

LIncoln'Park and Monument . . ' Pottawattomie 

Lincoln, Robert Todd Crawford, Henry 

Lincoln Statue \ ..... . . Ccrro Gordo, Fayette, Greene 

Lincoln and Ted Statue . * . ; . . . Polk 

Unr^ County Heritage Socioty . . . : ( Linn 

Linn County Historical Museum Association Linn 

Linn County Historical Scctoty ^ Linn 

Uska-Straneck Prairie Webster 

Litchfield Company Davis 

Lithograph City ( Devon ia) Floyd 

UtkaPark O'Brien 

Little Bit O'Hcaven, A Scott 

Little Brown Church in the Vale • • • • Chickasaw 

Little Cedar Creek Game Farm • Pocahontas 

Little Clear Lake Park Pocahontas 

Little Flock Chapel Appanoose 

Little Waquokcta River Dubuque 

Little Ozarks of Iowa Tama 

Little Rod Schoolhouso Wayne 

Little Sioux Park Woodbury 

Little Sioux River Chcrokeo^Clay, Dickinson, 

O'Brien, Plymouth, Woodbury 

Littte Yellow Country Schoolhcuse . . Butler 

Littlefield Park .Audubon 

Littlefield Wilderness . .Audubon 

Living History Farms • • Polk 

Livingstone Cemetery - • , Delaware 

Livingstone Homo Delaware 

Lizard Creek Webster^ 

Lizard Lake Park Pocahontas 

Loberg Cabin ^ Worth 

Lock Tenders House . Davis, Wapello 

Locust School Winneshiek 

Log Cabin Replica Gitjene 

Logan, Frederic Knight » Mahaska 

Logan, General John A Delaware 

Lone Rock Kossuth 

Lone Star (steamboat) Scott 

Long Grove (Peterson) Clay 

Long House Poweshiek 

Long, Major Stephen H Pottawattamie 

Long Memorial Park «s Hardin 

Long's Landing • Pottawattamie 

Lookout Point Pottawattamie 

Loqmis Memorial Park . . » Franklin 

Lorenzo S. Coffin Farm (Willow-Edge) and Buria^ Plot .... Webster 

Lost Grove i Webster 

Lott, Henry (John H.) Humboldt, Webster 

Lott, Milton Webster 

Lott, Mrs. Jno. H *'. Webster 

Lotts Creek Ringgold . 

Lotts Creek Park °. Hurpboldt 

Louisa County Historical Society . . Louisa 

Louisiana Purchase Clayton, Monona, Woodbury 

Love Log Cabin ' . -J Delaware 

Lover's Leap Park . . . ^ . . ^. Clayton 

Lovilia Coal Mine No. 4 Monroe 

Lowell Mills *. Henry 

Lower Pine Lake Hardin 
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Lc;^cr Skunk Riucr Access .Oc- (l^oirc3 

l,ov.t::t Polm In lovva * , .Occcob 

LubOGk Forest . . . . S-^s 

Liisc3 Ccunty Historpjol Socioty , . [ [ , I [ Lu<Sd 

FricndJy \[ jj^j^ron 

Gavcrnoi Rc&crt Davjo, Ja5^fi:on, 

Linn, Polfs, Von Burcn 

LtJCkon^SJI Woc{f3 Dc3Moin-3 

Luthc? CoIlcco ; ; ; ; \rmn:^mk 

Lyon County Historical Society t,yon 

fl73cWidcr. ChcrlOG H * Ccrro GorcSo 

Pw'bcWidcr.t^onford Ccrro GortSo 

dladioon County Courthouco Mcdbon 

tV!2clJ20n County Historicd Society Mcdicon 

{lladiGon, Jamc3 ...... ^ Leo 

Wadrid Histortcol Soclotv Webster 

MngnoNo ^w^c7nor^al Log Cabin 

and MuGCum I . . . f Harricon 

Pv'?ahanay Pwlcmorial Carillon Tovw Grecno 

Mashaka County Historical Sccioty . . . » McJ^a'^ka 

Main Creak . . , .\fVc3hlnnton 

(Wain Strcot rjlusoum Ccifar 

Malchoiv Mounds Moin^ 

MalloryPark ' . . . Franklin 

IVJamlo Doud Eisonhou-cr Birtliplcco Boono 

Manhpttan Bridgo Park . . *. Keokuk 

rvlanning, Edwin Van Burcn 

Mantono Park " , Shelby 

Manti Memorial Park Fremont 

Mcpio Sugar t . . . ,..[.'.[.[[', iwinncshiok 

Maquokota Caves State Pork Jcckcon 

Maquokota River Clayton, Dela.varo, Jonas 

Marble Beach Dickincon 

Marble, William • Dickinson 

Marilyn Maxwell Birthplace Peso 

Maripn County Historical Society Marion 

Marion Histortcol Museum, Inc. Linn 

Mariposa Park and Recreation Area Jasper 

Mark Tvvain f^. . tea 

Marquette. Fatfier Jacques Clayton, Louisa 

Mars Hill Baptist Church y VVopeJIp • 

Marshall County, Historical Society of ... y\ . Marshall 

Martin- Little Sioux Access Cherolfea 

Mason House V^n Buren 

Mason, L. J , ^. .... Van Buren 

Masonic Musouqj . Harrison 

Mathers Forest .. ^ ......... Floyd 

MatseU Bridoo Area Linn 

Matsell Ford^ Linn 

tosell,GGorg9W *. ..[...[ ! Lina> 

Maxon, William ' ] Icedar 

MaxwQil, Elsa . ; [ ^ L^q 

MaxwGll, Marilyn [ ' p^gg 

Maynes Creak ... ^ ! Franklin 

, Maysville School House Franklin 

'M5ytag Historical Center . . . Jasper 

Mazzuchel II, Father Samuel [ .Scott 

McCallum, Albert W . . . .Osceola 

McCauley, William [ ! Van Buren 

McCreory, J. L Delaware 

McGregor Historical Museum Clayton 

McGregor Historical Society Clayton 

McGuire Log Cabin Lyon 

McHcnry House \ '. '. '. '. '. '.[ .'cratArford 

Mcintosh, John A * . . Shelby 

Mcintosh Woods . Cerro Gordo 

McKcan, Rev. James V Delaware 

McKinley Park .......[. Union 

McKinloy, William Polk, Pottawattamie, Webster 

Mead, Ambrose S. Clay 

Meadow Wo. 7 {Viola) Rural School Dickinson 

Mcdiapolis Chautauqua /^ociation Des Moines 
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Medium Lake f*. . . . . . .Palo Alto 

Meok, Icaich Van Qurcn 

Meck,lVimcm Van Buren 

MoSancr Creek ? clayton 

MoScn, jQXph * ^ .Lyon 

Me:fiicnaJ Day DelaviarcVicchington 

Memorial Lea Cabin Marchdl 

Mcmorlcl Miller School . .Wcchington 

Manetonito Museum i . . . , Wachinmon 

Merlin Moe Memorial Park [ Winncahick 

Merrill A. Stainbrcok State 

GeoSogtccl Prc^efvo Jchncon 

Merrill, Governor Scmual poji; 



Clayton 



Merrkt Forest 

Mecquakio Indrcno Morrjhall, Tonu 

Moteorito Emmot, Shelby 

Mats, Christian jq^^.^^ 

Meyer Forest , . . Floyd 

Meyer Lake Perk .Winneshiek 

MiddJo Raccoon River Guthrie 

Middle River iGuthrio, Madison 

• Mtdir-'cst Central Railroad ' Henry 

Mtdivcst Old Settlers and 

Thre^honx Accociation ^ Henry 

• Military Tran . . . .* ; Chickasaw, Clayton 

Military Trail Marker * _ Clayton 

Mill Creek Jackcon 

Mill Creek Culture , . [ . . .O'Brien 

Miller, Clell .[/..',[] Wayno 

Miller, Glenn ^ pj^^ 

Miller Memorial Perk . . . ^ . .\ ! ! ^Grundy 

Miller, &muol Freeman * ] ^ 

Miller's Hollow • . . .' Pottov^-attimie 

Millrock School V Jackson 

Mills County Caveat jv^jug 

Mills County Historical Museum fvinio 

Mills County Historicat Society . ] . * j^^m^ 

Milo Township Forest Area . . . . Delaware 

Milton Depot . . Van Buren 

Milton Horitogo Society Van Buren 

Minen; of Spain ^ ; DubucJUe 

tyiinno Estema Pork . Bqnton 

Mission Covonanf \ . . . Webster 

Mississippi River . Clayton, Clinton, Des Moines, 

...... ^ . . Dickinson, Dubuque, Guthrie, Jackcon, Lea, Louisa, 

. Muscatine, Polk, Scott, Wapello, Woodbury 

Missouri River Dickinson, Fremont, Guthrie, 

.Harrison, Mills, Monona/Pottawattamie, 

• Sioux, Woodbury 

Mitchell County Historical Museum * Mitchell 

Mitchell County Historical Society : , MitchcH 

Mitchell {South Dakota) ComTalaco . ^ *^ Woodbury 

Mitchell, Thomas pou^ 

Mitchellville Historical Society Polk 

MittvalGky, Frank J. Linn 

Moffitt.Lcvi ; id^Moinc-; 

t^o^'^fWf" . : .Des Moines 

Molngona ...Boone 

Monona County Historical Society Monona 

Monro^ County Historical Society Monroe 

. .Payette 

Montrose, ^owa ^ 

Monument Trail . Delaware 

Moody's Musical Museum Clayton 

Moorehead Pioneer Park i^jg 

Morgan Creek Park Linn 

Mormon Camp Pottawattamie 

Mormon Handcart Brigade Camp Johnson 

Mormon Handcart Marker Johnson 

Mormon Handcart Trail _ Cass, Johnson 

Mormon Settlement . Decatur, Fremont, Monona, Union 

Mormon Trail Adair, Cass, Clarke, Lee, Lucas, 

I^»"s, Monona, Monroe, Pottawattamie, Union, Van Buren 
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NAMi COUfCTY 

CV3378»iSJfi Trait PctU , AdDir 

fllG?sH05iTrc*5 DvlcmarbJ Fcyns2atJsi> • Jof?ncGn 

Pv'JoTrb Pj^cjhsrbl Park -Von Burcn 

- LtQZQt, Cbytcn 

D/JattcrMjir Cby^cn 

fVIott, Lusrotb Ployd 

W^yJtton Hbttertsol Scmioty Ajipcnscco ^ 

tinmx Kspo PcTtt Um 

Mount HsjJo SshoQl Houcd Worrcn 

ri^O|sm f^oGJitac^^ ' Allanrokco 

fV3ouRt Pic3::5i Unson 

flM CrccEt Pa7li Hc^^nP-- 

IVIair, Dr. SotucI C. .\ .. .Lea 

fwluir L03 CcbSn Sito Leo 

Il^iimctpDl Oh:cTvatorv - . Pc3k 

rJIuccottIno IcSoTid PwlUGSDtJno 

rjtiiGcum Amaao HiotoTV 8c;\q 

n/IucciiRi of Art Johnsan 

MucojJin of Hfiotcry ond ScScneo . . . Blc^h HawJ; 

rj^uccym of Watural HiGtory JoJ^txcsji 

Muccufn of Rcpcrtoiro AmcrccQnD \ HcriTy 

rJ!yGcar, Potcr ^ WucsDtmD 

TvlutchlGr Lc3 Ccbtn ... - Fjoyd 

Mutiny an tho Botsi^tv ^^z^zr 

WapcJcofi Van Burcn, Winnc^Siiek 

Watloaal American WoJiian 

Suffrooo AcGOciatton . ^. . Floyd 

WqUord! CcjYictorv Leo, Scott 

Wation, Carry A Lcuioa 

WatbncJ Education Ajnoqiation . . . . * WinncbEso 

NattOfial Fiqh Hatchery end Aquarium Clayton 

E\Sattonat Huracno AlVtanco Polk, Pottavottomio 

Matton'G Brtd^o Pork > Guthrca 

(Natural Whito Pino Grovo . Clayton, Dubuquo 

Matwro Trail . . , Warren 

Nelcon, Dan col Wahastto 

Welcon Hon;c3tcad Pioneer Farm ar^d Craft Muccum MohoGka 

WelGonPark : Crcvvford 

Ncuman (or Wewman), William Dubuquo 

Mcutral Ground . .Winncshjck 

New Haven Pothqiea . . , . CllitchcSI 

{^c;v IVIetlcray Abboy Dubuquo 

Nickelodeon f^uGeum JackGon 

. NIcolldt, jQ::eph Nicolo3 . .Emmot 

NiGhin Volloy Genealogical Society . Shelby 

, Nita Ho Jackcon 

Nodaway Creek .Guthrto 

Nodaway VcJIey Park . . . . • • • » Peso 

• Noel ridgo GrcenhouGC3 ond tj 

Horticultural GQr,defi3 . , Linn- 
Nora Sprinip PJJil I Dam Park Floyd 

Nordhoff* Chorlco Bernard Jacpdr 

" ^Nordic Fest WinncGhiek 

Norman Borlaufj BirtEiplDCQ ........ .-^ . Howard 

Norman Chlpman Gravo .WiiGliington 

^ North Central lov-3 GenealoD'cal Sockoty 1 Cerfo Gordb 

North Central lovva ft/luccum and Historical Society . ... Winnebcsb 

Northeast Iowa Gencaloojcal Socioty Block Hatvk 

North Leo County Historical Society . .Leo 

North Council Bluff G Marnh . . . . Pottawattamie 

North Skun|c River Jr. Povj^hlek 

N^rth Woodo Park . . . . Brcme? 

Nortfieaat. Chapter, 

lov^a Arch^ologfcal Society . .Winnenihiok 

Northern Border Brigade . Clay, Emmet, Webotdr 

Noa-vegla/i-Anrierican Museum^ •. . . Winneshiek 

Nutting, Revorond J. K. , . , ' Chickacaw/, Fremont 

Nye, Benjamin MuGcatins 

Nyo Cemetery Historical Site Muccatins 

Oak Grove Park ..... ^ . . . Sioux 



ERLC 



CbkcJafo Cemetery p ^* . Scott 

GakdaloPcrk ^. v . Wright 

CakdaloSshool Wricht 

Ooklcnd Cemetery * * . . Johncart 

Oaktand Histoi/isal Society xi. . . Pottovw'attimlo 

Oakland Milfo County Park Henry 

Oaklond CvIiJIg StatQ Park V ........... . Henry 

Oakbnd Vdlcy Gcmo PrcGca'o .... ^ . Franklin 

O'Ortcn County HiGtcrisc! Society . . ■. . , tU . ,O'0rien 

Ocfico YchoSo Park : / ^ . 7. . . . Worth 

Oshcycibn r*'!ciind . . / . . . .OgccoIo 

Ochcycibn River • > . ^ ...*../ OgccoIo 

Odd FoSSoiva Hon . Ven Burcn 

OcStveSn Area HiGtoricol Society .• ^ . .Fayette 

^ Ofemanpcdon State Perk , . . ./ Ecnmot 

Okto^arfcGt ^ ' • / • ^^^""'^ 

OCd Block HouGD /...*... Pottawattamie 

ODd Bradford . / • ■ / Chlcltasavv 

03d Capitol ,..../. ,. . Johnson 

0!d Capitol Qiiarry , . . • /• ■ / Johnson * 

OH FcdcrcJ Buildcna /..../ Polk 

OCd Fort PJSadcon *^ * ' / 

OCd iumbo Wc33 ......... i ../... / Benton 

OCd Lino House /• v ■/ Buren 

OSd P.lacedanSo .*.../../....;.. . Pottai^-attomio 

OCd Masn (Igwa WcGlcyan CoSlcsa) /.../. Henry 

OBd Mill Farm .../../., Humboldt 

05d Mlosson Cemetery i . . / Winneshiek 

Old OrdCiT River Brethren Sottleiront J. \ . Dallas 

0!d PpntCT (lovva Wcs5eyan Coll(/sa) / ^. , . .'Henry 

Old^cDonaJd Barnyard 2oo , i . .L , . Linn 

Old RoSfo 1, • • 7 Pocahontas 

Old Settlers Rcijnbn\ . . . \ ./...... Clinton 

Old Settlers ViSlaso .....,../. Henry 

Old Shot Tower ^ . ./ Qubuquo 

Old Southwest Trail .*.... 7. .. Monroe 

' Old State Quarry Johnson 

Old Stonp. School Allamakee, Clayton 

Old Tovvno Park ...... j Pottov.'attQmle 

Old White Mill i y . . .Cherokee 

Old Hion, Sito of i . Des Moines 

OEdhaifi i^ccrcation Area .1. Monona 

Onoida Town Park Delaware 

Oneota Culture .,....( .Lyon 

Original Delicious Apple Tree . Madison 

Orpheum Theater .bubuquo 

Orr, Ellison . . . < OesMolncs 

Osborne Conacrvatton Education Center Clayton 

Osceola County Historical Society Osceola • 

Oswald (Sime) Cabin ^ Worth 

^ Otoo and Missouri Indians , . . . . Pottawattamie 

Otranto Community Park i Mitchell 

QtrantoMHI i . . . Mitchell 

Otter Creek Franklin 

Otter Creek Ma^sh Tanria 

Otter Creek PorK . Tama 

Otter Island . Des Molncs 

Ottumwa Coal Palace . . t . . Wapello 

Ottgmwa Memorial Park 4 Wapello 

Ottumwa Public Library . . . ^ Wapello 

(j Owens Covered Bridge Polk 

Page County Historical Society ........ .\ • Pago 

Painted Rocks . . Marion 

"Painter-Bdrnatz Mill 

(Stone Mill) .Winneshiek 

Painter, William Winn^hiok 

PaMsados-Dow Preserve , Linn » 

Palisadc-3-Kepler State Park ^. Linn 

Palmer, Dr. 8. J. . Scott 

Palmer, Mabel H Scott 

Palo Alto County Historical Society Palo Alto 




NAME 



COUNTY 



mm 



WofBl^ lW:ifo Rdiaco . . . . L Urji 

PaTTui^^elLey^ H.^ fl^jio'n^'stoTv 

» PcmmeJ Sta6 Port; 4 , Mcdc-on 

tea^aCacpJ , • PcsiPM'ick 

Paftofcuiro (©aEirJoS) Cg^jr yVortii 

^^^^^^9 • * ; ! W:con 

Pozkcr HFstsrSsaJ Sosto^v o7 ' 

Qby Ooijiritv Clay 

Pa^kerGia-JS-G HEs507{Sg! -Scdctv . . . ! Outlcr 

' ParklRssn M^GfsaJ CcJtestton Plymouth 

feTir;CE:37De3H _ Ployj^ 

Pairp, EI5btt5 Cedar 

PaMn, TOesdcro S. Linn 

PoshepaJt© (TOq StaSjIbcr^ v von Emcn 

■ PeaJ'sDiTi, Irras^t:l8n . . .i Von B^jrcni 

PesFsdcT) Hgiiso Vcn Burc?i 

P^Kon P.1en:3r!al Comer Jcckcon 

Peary, AsfH^lral Hclicrt Jofinpon 

Peddco, AJe^dcr Polo Aito 

PeiJ-M ; . . po3E^' 

PeirccJohn ... \ ... VVoodlsifrv 

Pcto WaRsion WQcdbury 

Pe!!a Htstcr!sal Sito Marion 

P83!a Hfstorcsal Socloty • PJJarion 

. Penihina Cam ." ■ . .joncs 

P. E. O. ♦ . . . . HcjtTV 

Perkins, Charles BHott Dcs Momes 

Perkins Park , ,Dc3 Moines 

Perry, Bishop Willcam Stcvons Cafar 

' Peterson, OSoPoicr VVinfieshtck 

Potcsa D^ibuquo 

PheboW.Sudecvv Marker . . ./.Scott 

Phelps Hoisso ^ Moines 

^ Phjl Stcng Blrthploco Van 6uren 

Plrillips, WilScam . . . . - Grccno 

PhippsSito . . .C^crokcQ 

Ptcturo Reck \ . . . . ; Clayton 

Pictured Rcckir ^ jo^es 

Piko, Zcbulon M. Clayton, Deo Moines 

P^f^^H'" Clayton 

Pikes Mountain . . . v Clayton 

Pikes PK3k Clayton, Dcs Moines, Polk - 

Pikes Peak State Park ^ Clayton 

Pikes Timber : ^ .\ . . . . . . W/right 

Pillsbury PoSm . . ; . . . Dickinson 

Pillsbury, Hoverdhd SgjtiuoI Dicicfnson 

Pilot Creek Park Pocahontas 

Pilot Knob State Park Hanqock, Winncbogo 

Pilot Rock Butler, Chero^ca 

Pin Oak Par;< Delavvare 

Pino Creek . Hardin, Muscatina 

Pino Creek Mill Muctatine 

Prno Lake Stato Park riardin 

Pin'tcon Ridso Park ..Linn 

Pinky^D Glen Fremont 

PlonceTAsscciation of Lyon County ^. . Lyon 

Pioneer Crafts Mahaska, Polk 

Pioneer Drug Store Museum ' Kossuth 

Pioneer Hall ; Poik 

Pioneer Historical Society Van Buren 

Pioneer Monument ' Polk 

Pioneer Museum • * Webster 

Pioneer Museum and Historical Society of 

Northern Uowa v Cerro Gordo 

Plonecr^ark . / Page, Polk 

' Pioneer Bcsk Church . Clayton 

Pioneer Separate Baptists Keokuk 

PiquoTtard, Alfred H . Madison, Polk 

Pitts, Dr. William S. . . Chickasaw 

Pittsburo, Iowa Van Buren 

Planetarium Black Hawk, Cherokee, Polk, Winneshiek 



COUNTY 



Pbnk E^oad .dcs Moines 

PJovvlnObkPork Audubon 

Rum Creek . . . ; Dolavvaro 

Plum Creek Pork , Dolaroro 

PlumGrcve [,',[/. Johnson 

Piynficuth County Historical Muscium Plymouth 

Plymouth County Historical Socfoty . Plymouth 

PJymouth Rock Replica Pottowattomio 

• Pi^ahontas County Hlstoricc! ScGioty Pocahontas 

> Point Ann ...... Clayton 

PosscJ Mounds dcs Moines 

PoSk Ccun.ty HistoriccJ Society polj: 

Polk, Jama Kno» ^ : poJic 

Pony Creek IndbnSito -a Mills 

Pony Creek Porfc f^/jms 

Pcpcloy Park ] ] [ F^nklin 

Porter, Adclbcrt Field (BcrtK, Winneshiek 

Porter House Museum Winncx5hick 

Pottav.-attamSe County, Historical Society pf Pottawattamie 

Pottawattamie County Rotary Jail Pottav^attomio 

• Pottav^attamio Indians Pottauattamio 

Potter, Captain Elbrldoo Gerry Jcck'^on 

Potter Mill (Dyas Mill) [ [ [ [ jQck^on 

Prairio Creek vVcbstcr 

Praine Du Chicn, Wisconsin Clayton, Dubuque 

Pratt, W.H. ...Louisa 

Preparation Canyon State Ptirk Monona 

Picsidont Abraham Lincoln . .Crovvford, Harrison 

....... . Henry, Johnson, Lee, Polk, Pottov.attamla, Washington 

President Benjamin Harrison Muscatine 

PresEdont Grovcr Cleveland Woodbury 

President Herbert Clark Hoover Cedar 

President James A. Garficjd \ ] ] Johnson 

President James Buchanan . Worth 

President James Knox Polk .\ polk 

President James Madison Leo 

President Martin Van Buren Johnson 

President Theodora Roosevelt , Pago, Pottov^-attamio 

President Thomas Jefferson Monona 

President Ulysses S. Grant Polk,'pottaw.attamio, Sac 

President William iWcKlnley Pottawattamie, Webster 

Preston Miles Pioneer Villags and Museum . . . Harrison 

Prine School- , ^. _ . Mahaska 

Promontory Point \ . . . Pottawattamia 

Pushotonequa, Charles . . , . r Marshall 



Putnamis:Museum 



Scott 



(pyramid Coral (GoniopHyllum) . . . ' . Joni 

Quad City Area A rcheo logical Society Scott 

Quaker Meeting HouGe^77" Cedar 

^^^^"^ ' Cedar, Henry, Johnson, Linn, Madison 

Quartzite, Sioux Lyon ^ 

Queen, Thg > Dickinson 

Quick, Herbert Grundy, Hardin 

Quorn . .'i . : Plymouth 

Raccpon Creek Jacksort 

Raccoon River , . . Greene, Lee, Polk, Sac 

Rague, John Francis Dubuque, Johnson 

Railroad Park ^ .* pqjj^ 

Rainbow Point \] Pottaifl^-attamie 

Rand Park and Chief Keokuk Monument Lee 

Rat Row ! \_QQ 

Rathbun Lake . Appanoose 

Red River Carts jon^ 

Red River of the North Jon^ 

Red Rock [ \ [ .'-.'Marion 

Red Rock Dam . "7 Marion 

Red Rock Lake .* \ Marion, Polk 

Red Schoolhouse Delaware, Marion, Wayn6 

Redhead Park pQj|^ 
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Hcdii;C3d), V;c3lQy . Polk 

Blcaff PorkoF^dWMifo Arc3 Soc 

Reamer's Bcfid • Claytqn 

BcnccoiGOrRuccoH Hoiico Block HqwJc. 

Bot2 Mcmariol Forest Cloyton 

ncve?oR^*?ahf^To£jId Houco . . Fremont 

Revival McQtiRjp .Story 

Rhofc/WHIbm Worth 

Bhodo^ondron Showboat Pwluoeum ^. . .Clinton 

Rtshey,Ga::2lorT IVebotcr 

Rcshcy L03 Cabin Webster 

Rtchmoitd S^irmss Dobv^ro 

RiR3, Thom33 Jdffcrson . . Pottavvnttamio 

BmSBold County Hiotortcol Society RinsgottJ 

Bfpley. Robert ■ : Dcs Moines 

E^iucr Birch Bottoano Blectc Hovvk 

Riucrboat Doya . " Clinton 

BivcrvieVv; Fork Leo 

Roberts Creek County Pork ' Morion 

Robertson, John 0 .Weahlnoton 

^ Robmson, BiUio Von Buren 

Bobinsort, Billy ^ tL> • • • Poweshiek 

k RobmsofiPork ^ , Franklin 

. Bobfeon'G Acres Story 

Reck Creek Church. Keokuk 

Rock Forest School ■ . Cloy 

Reck Island : Scott 

iBcck Isfcnd Arsonol , Scott 

Reck Iclond Preserve ■ . .-Linn • 

Rbckdalc " Dubuque 

RcridmonPerk > Grundy 

Rcsers, Georso A * . . .Dubuquo . 

Roo^rs, H. fis. . . OgccoIo 

Rolfc Mcjncrjol Parlor .Pccahontac 

Roosoyolt, Theodore Pase, Pottowottomio 

RcsQ Gordon . - ■ ; Po**« 

Rocs. Dr. Williom R. ' . .J .D(^ Moines 

* Rossow Prairie Webster 

" Rotary Jail i> - PottawatKimlo 

Round Prairie Cemetery Des Moines 

Round Proirlc Community Dos Moines 

4?iupcft Hughes Boyhood Homo . .Leo 

Ruc^Pcirk . . . ' : . ^ Buchanan 

RMSsell-LomsonSuilditio^ . .).... : BlacJf^Howk 

Russell, Lillian . . . f ) r i\. ...... . iDesMoirtcs 

Russell/ RBnGsetoor . . . pidck Hawk 

Russell Square ^lack Hawk 

Ruth Anno Dodso Memorial . Pottawattamie 

RutlondPark ■ , .Polo Alto 

Rutledso. Ann*** . . : Von Buron 

Rutled^^.Mrs. Wlory Ann Von Buro^n 

Soorinon, EMqI ^ . ..... . Potk 

Sebin, Henry * ■ ■ ■ . . . .Winnebago 

*S2cand Fox Indians Johnson. Dc^ Moirtes. Scott 

Soc and Fox Trails . .■ ^ ■ 

^i|ors Museum . , ^Jackson 

Soint-Gaudens, Augustus Cerr^ Gordo 

St. Anssor Mill i jyiitcheH 

St. Anthony of Padua Chspel ■ ■ ■ .Wini^eshiek 

St. Anthony's Church \. Scou 

St. Bgrnabus Church ' ■ v -Lee 

St. Donatus. Iowa (Tetes des Morts) ■ Jackson 

« St. ignace Mission . ■ ■ ■ Clayton 

St. James Lutheran Church Winndshiek 

StrLoufc.tVJisscuri Dubuque 

St. Mary's Academy Jackson 

■ St. Mary's Chapel . ^. .Sfcott 

St. Patrick'^ Catholic Church ^ Mor^roe 

St. P^er Sandstone Clayton 

St. Wenceslaus Church Winneshiek 

\ Salisbury Bridge \- ' Muscatine 

\ Salisbury House Po'k 

' o ■ ' 

ERIC 



WAME ^ COUNTY 

.Salubrio. Sitoof " Von Buren 

Somuel F. Miller Homo Leo 

Sand Battles Clayton, Polk 

Sond Cavo . . Clayton 

Sandy Prairie Block Hawk 

Sandyviilo Christian Church r . . . . Warren 

Sonford Museum end Plonotorium .Cherokee 

Sovaso Memorial Woods " ■ Henry 

Save Our Landmarks, Inc , Scott 

Sawyer, Lt. Col. James r • ' • ^'^^ 

Saylorvillo Dam ond Reservoir . . . . \ Vi. . Polk 

Schoiwo, Johannes « .r. W|pefi^iSj 

Schield Ilmcrno4?orol Museum . . . . iM^^mer 

School Concalidation \ • • Winnebago 

&:hoolhouso Museum ... .... Afv^ ■ ■ * ■ Cess 

Schwcrinsen, Daniel . Story" 

Schwerinoen Family Monument Story 

Schworingoti, Mary Ann • .Story 

Scotch Grove .Jones 

Scott County Courthouse . \Scott 

Scott County Gonealoj^cal Society - Scott 

Scott County Historical Society ^. . Scptt 

Scott County Pork . . . f . . . .Scott 

Scott, Oavld . JeckQon 

Scott. Dred r . . .' \ . , . ^. .Scott 

Scott. General Winfieid " Scott 

Scott. Sir Walter . Ringgold 

Scott. Willson Aloxonder, Grave of Polk 

Selkirk Settlers ' Jones 

Seminole Voltey Form. Inc. Lini) 

ScminoJo Volley Park • • ■ • Linn 

Sonof older. Atols s ........ . Floyd 

SeM;en Hills Forest (Alien Forest) Greene 

Seven Hills Road . . . . v . . Tama 

Shakespeare Gordon ^ Dos Moines. Linn 

Shakespeare. William Linn 

Shambough. Jessie Field . Pago 

Sharar. M- Virginia . . j . .Des Moines 

Sharp. Abigail (Abbo) Gordner . . Dickinson 

Sheedor Prairie .n* Guthrie 

Sheffield Cemetery f .Story 

Shelby County Historical Society . . Shelby 

^ Shell Rock Mills ' Butler 

Sheli Rock River Butler. Floyd. Worth 

Shell Rock River Green Beit Cerro Gordo 

Shelley. Jock y..i... Boone 

Shelley. Kate Boone 

Shelley, Mayme Boone 

Shelley, Mike Boone 

Sherman. Althea Clayton 

Sherman Buffalo Herd , " Floyd 

Sherman. General William Tecumseh Polk 

Sherman. Hoyt . . , Polk 

Sherman. Major Thomas West r Emmet 

Shimek. Bohumil Lee; Van Buren 

Shimek-^te Forest ^Lee. Von Buren 

Shimek State Forest. Donnellson Unit Lee 

Sho-quo-qudtQ (Flint Hills) ..." Des Moines 

Shot Tower Dbbuque 

Sidominadota (Twol^ingers) Humboldt. Webster 

Siggelkov Park Black Hawk 

Sigmund. Jay G. ' . . . . Linn 

Silica Mine . Clayton 

iSilurian Coral Jones 

Silver Lake . ^ . . . Delaware. Dickinson. Worth 

Silver Lake Fen Area Dickinson 

Silver Lake Park Delaware 

Silver Springs Park ' .Winneshiek 

Sioc Cemetery Wapello 

Sioux City Art Center Woodbury 

Sioux City Museum and 

Historical Association Woodbury 

Sioux City Public Museum Woodbury 



NAME 



COUNTY 



NAME 



Sioux County Hist(^[ccal Society Sioux 

Sioux Indcans . . . , Webster 

Sioux Quartzito . , j. . . . , Lyon^ Osceola 

Sir Walter Scott . . ! • Riogaold 

Sites of Sioux City Corn Palaces Wodcibury 

Sitting 8al5 T Lyon 

SkiHotCrc&k . Webster 

Skunk River .. Des Moines, Henry, Jasper, Pplk, Stor^^W^hington 

Skunk j^ivcr War f . Keokuk. Weshingtort 

. SJip BJuff Park . i Decatur 

S!o3« Historical Society . . \ \ c. - - . Woodbury 

SmaJlpoxrEpidemio , . , r , .Cedar 

Smallest Cathedral in tbo Wcil-ld , .Winneshiek 

Smith, Joseph, Jb- '. . . > . . , . Clorko 

Smi'thland Form Preserve Woodbury • 

Smithland Historical Society 4 . . . . Woodbury 

. Smithtovun Church Clinton 

Snakd Alloy Des Moines 

Snyder Bend Park Woogibury 

Soap Creek Cable Bridao . Wapello 

Sockum Ridoe Park ' .Washinf|t<7n 

Sod House Polk 

§olar Eclipse Marker .... ^ ... - Des Moines 

Soldiers and Sailors Monument . .: Polk 

SoldicrS'Cr^k - - . Webster 

Soper,T. K ' Story 

Spper's Mill Area . Story 

Sorghum Mill Hamilton 

' South Central Chapter, 

Iowa Archeologtcal Society Ringgold 

South PIpccoon River Guthrie 

South Skunk River Keokuk 

Southeast Chapter, 

lovwa Archeological Society Wapello 

Southern Iowa Foir ." Des Moines 

Sower, George \ Marshall 

Sower, Susie Marshall 

Spauldfing Methodist Church . .^^^ . . Union 

Spielman (Spillman), Joseph Winneshiek 

Spillvfllo Mill Winneshiek 

Spirit Lake DickinsotP' 

Spirit Lake Massacre . i Clay, Dickinson, 

^v^,., Hamilton, Humboldt, Kossuth, Webster 

Spirit Uake Ma^acre Monument Dickinson 

Spirit Lake Massacre Relief Expedition . Webster 

Spirit Lake State Fish Hatchery ; Dickinson 

Split Rock Park . . ^ Chickasaw 

Spook Cavo Clayton ' 

Spring Branch Creamery Site Delaware 

Spring Creek Franklin 

Springbrook State Park Guthrie^ 

Sprjngfield, Illinois Crawford 

Sprouse House - ^ , . Lee 

Sprouse, William . Lee 

Spruce Creek Chapdt . Jackson 

Squirrel Hollow Park Gireene 

Staceyville Monroe 

Stagecoach Trail Delaware, Des Moines, Greene, 

HamiJton, Humboldt, Mills, Monroe, Polk, Shelby 

Stainbrook, McrriH A Johnson 

Stained Glass Windows . . . . t Van Buren, Woodbury 

Standing Rock Linn 

Standpipeflill . Jasper 

Stanton^ Elizabeth Cady Floyd 

Starr's Cave Park Des Moines 

St^rrucca Viaduct (Pennsylvania) . Lyon 

State Boundary Marker Allamakee, Taylor 

State Fair ' Polk 

State Historical Building Boone, Polk 

State Historical Society of Iowa Johnson 

•State Line House Van Buren 

Stale Rock Henry 

^ Statue of Liberty Replica Polk 




COUNTY 



Steamboat BcrtramT^ Harrison 

Steamboat Gothcc Van Buren 

Steamboat Rock-To;vcr Rock- Fallen , 

Rock Park <? • • / Hardin 

Stcmpel pird Collection • V Pottawattamie, 

Stdmpel, Dr. Guido Pottawattamie 

Stephens State Forest . Lucas, Monroe 

Stephens, T. C. ^. . . . ? Lucis 

Stewart, Joseph Buffon Polk 

Stiles School ^ousc Museum : Cherokee 

Stirr^o Timber , . Worth 

Stinson Prairie .* ^ . . . Kossuth 

•Stono^arn Black Hawk 

jStone City, lowo .* .Jones 

Stone City Quarry , .Jones 

Stone Mill (Painter-Bernatz Mill) . . . . .Winneshiek 

Stone School Allamakee, Clayton 

^tone State Park , Woodbury 

, Stone, Thomas Jeff erson Woodbury 

Stong, Phil ; . . Pojk, Van Buren 

Story, County^hapter, lovw Gen^logica! Society Story 

Story County Historical Society ^ .Story 

Straight, Halver R. ' Polk 

Straight Mineral Collection , Polk 

"Straw College" , .Washington 

Street, General Joseph M. • • • Davis, Wapello 

Stutsman's Mill Pottawattamie 

Sudlow^ Phebq iPhoebe) W , Scott 

&gar Bush Winneshiek 

Sulliyan Brothers ' Black Hawk 

Sullivan ^rk ; Black Hawk 

Summit Cemetery^ Scott 

Summit Presbyterian Church Scott 

Sunday, Billy ... Des Moines, Montgomery, Story 

Sunday, William Ashley (Billy) Des Moines, Story 

Sunnyside Park f. . . , Cass 

Susie Sower Historical House \ Marshall 

Swan Lake (Ghost Town) Emmet 

Swede Bond Church Webster 

Swensrud Cabin Worth 

Swinging Bridge Louisa ^ 

Swiss Valley Park , Dubuque 

Taber^, Captain Benjamin P Lee 

Yable Rock Clayton 

Tabor City Park Fremont 

, Tabor College Fremont 

Tabor Historical Society a Fremont 

Taft, Lorado Webster 

Talbot, He(;tor Woodbury 

Tahiti Jasper 

Tally War Keokuk, Washington 

Tdlmadge Hill Park ^ Union 

Tama Beach .Des Moines 

Tama County Courthouse Tama 

Tama County Historical Society Tama 

Tama Indian Settlement ^. . .Tama 

Tama Town Prairie Des Moines 

Taylor County Genealogical Society Taylor 

Taylor, Zachary Scott 

Teachers Conservation Camp Guthrie 

Telephone Museum Greene 

Terrace Hill "7 Polk, Pottawattamie 

Territorial Legislature ( . . . . Des Moines, 

Johnson, Mahaska, Van Buren 

Territorial Road Van Buren 

Tesson, Louis Honors' .Lee 

Tetes des Morts (St. Donatus) Jackson 

The Apple Trees Des Moines 

The Diggings Webster 

The LUy {magazine) Pottawattamie 

The Market Place ^ . Dubuque 

The Nature Conservancy, Iowa Chapter Clayton, 
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Dickinson, Henry , Johnson, Linn, Stopy, Worron, Webster 

Tho Po/Ico QasQttQ . . . ^ Linn 

ThoSullivans , , Black Hawk 

Thecphile Bruguior Log Cabin Woodbury 

Thiotjo, Walter Jo^son 

Thomas Hart Benton, i)r. House , . . Pottawattamie 

Thomas Mitchell Park . Polk 

Thompson, Charica B. Monona 

r^horne, George Clinton 

three Bridges Park ^/^prshall 

Thunder Woman Park . Black Hawk 

Ti Hoy, Edward ^ . .Pocahontas 

Timberlond Museum Hancock 

^Timmohs Grove County Park Marshall 

Timothy Brown Memorial Washington 

Tipton Union School Cedar 

TiGpa, Professor Joseph . . . <, \ . . Linn ■ 

T©^d House Fremont 

Todcl, Reverend John Fremont 

Tom Frotty Museum Worth 

Todicsboro Indian Mounds LOut^ 

Toronto, Iowa \ . '. Clinton 

Totem Acres Zoo Greene 

■ Tower Grove * ^ . . . . Linn 

Toy Museum Harrison 

'O'raer Winding Stairs Tama 

Trailside Historical Park . Decatur 

Trappist Monastery (New Melleray Abbey) Dubuque 

Trayer, Robert ■ ■ Clayton 

Tree Claims Osceola 

Treo Shakers Genealogical Society . Polk 

Trout Haven Delaware 

TrbJt Run Mill Winneshiek 

Tulip Time Festival Marion 

Turjcey Creek . . ■ , Guthrie 

Turkey River Clayton, Fayette, Winn^hiek 

Turkey River Mounds . . . : Clayton 

Turkey River Park . Clayton 

Turn of the Century Museum • ; ■ ■G^Jth'"'*^ 

Turtle Creek Bay *. . Delaware 

- Turtle Creek Recreation Area Delaware 

Turvold Woods Worth 

Tuttio, Calvin Emmet 

Tuttio Creek Delaware 

Tuttle Lake ^ ^ femmet 

Twain, Mark ^ -^ee 

Twin Bridges Park Dpf&ware 

Twin Ponds * ^^^^ckasaw 

Uncle Mcintosh . . Shelby 

Underground Railroad Cass, Cedar, Fremont, 

/ / . Henry, Mills, Poweshiek, Van Buren 

Union County Historical Society,^ ^ Union 

Union Pacific Railfoad Pottawattamie 

Union Slough National Wildlife R^uge . , Kc^suth 

United Mine Workers of America Lucas 

United States Fur Factory Des Moines 

Universalist Church . . . . : ^ . . . . Polk 

University of Northern Iowa Black Hawk 

University of Northern Iowa Museum Black Hawk 

Upper Iowa River Winn^hiek 

Upper Pine Lake Hardm 

Van Buren County Courthoqse Va« Buren 

Vbn Buren County Historical Society ..... p Van Buren 

Van Buren, Martin Johnson 

Vanderbilt, Cornelius Woodbury 

Van Spankeren Store l^^rxoxx 

Vegors Cemetery Jf\ Webster 

Ventura Marsh Cerro Gordo 

Vernon (South Bentonsport)^ ^ Buren 

Vernon School Van Buren 

Vesterheim ' .Wmneshtek 



Victorian Architecture Black Hawk, Des Moines, 

. Dubuque, Fayette, Linn, Monroe, Polk, 

Pottawattamie, Poweshiek. Winneshiek 

Victorian House Museum .* / .Des Moines 

Victory Riprk , Lee 

Viking Lak§ Sl^to Park Montgomery 

Viking Mooring^one Pocahontas 

Vincent Homo \ Webster 

Vincent, Webb .L Webster 

Volga River I Clayton, Fayette. 

Volga White Pine Forest Preserve % . ■ ■ Clayton 

Wagaman Mill (LynnvtllG Mill) Jasper 

Wahkonsa Elementary School Webster 

Wahl Museum ' Washington 

Wal<ema Park Linn 

Wakprcada Area Linn 

Wallace, Henry Winnebago 

Wallace, Henry A. or Henry Agord ■ • ■ ■ Adair, 

■ ■ ■ Story, Warren 

Walnut Creek Page 

Walnut Grove Park . Clinton 

Walnut Grove Village Scott 

Walnut Heritage House Museum Pottawattamie 

Walnut Hill Cemetery ? Pottavvattamie 

Walnut Hill Farm Polk 

Walnut School .Washington 

Walnut Woods State Park Polk 

Wapello County Genealogical Society Wapello 

Wapello County Courthouse Wapello 

Wapello County Historical Museum . . . . ^ Wapello 

Wapello County Hstorical Society . . . , .K Wapello 

Wapsi River Access Chickasaw 

Wapsie Mill ^. ^ . . Buchanan 

Wapsinonoc Creek - Cedar 

Wapsipinicon River Chickasaw, Clinton, 

.Jones, Linn 

Wapsipinicon State Park . ^ .Jones, Linn 

War Eagle Park * '. Woodbury 

War of 181^ Lee, Scott, Washington, Webster 

Ware, Frederick . Des Moines 

Warren County Genealogical Society Warren 

War'ren Coonty Historical Society Warren 

Washington County Historical Society ; Washington 

Washington County Hospital Washington 

Washington* General George Des Moines, Washington 

Washington Prairje Norwegian • 

Methodist Church Winneshiek 

Wassonville m\|| Site Washington 

Waterfowl Mfgration Cerro Gordo, Fremont, - 

Harrison, Linn, Marion,Pocahontas 

Water Works Perk Polk 

Waterman Creek .O'Brien 

Watershed Divide Marker ^ Adair, Guthrie 

Watertown, New York Jackson 

Waubeek, Iowa i Linn 

Waubonsie State Park J. Fremont 

Waverly House . . . . ; / . .Bremer 

Wayne County Historical Museum Wayne 

Wayne County Historical Society Wayne 

Wayne, John Madison 

Weatherby Rural Schoolhouse . „ 

(Taylor Township No. 4) . Marshall 

Webster, Clement L Floyd 

Webster County Historical Society Webster 

W. C. T. U Webster 

Weed Park ;tr Muscatine 

Weldon River . . <i Decatur 

Werksplatt (carpenter shop) ...» ' Marion 

West Bend Grotto P9I0 Alto 

West Branch Heritage Foundation Cedar 

West Dk Moines Historical Society ^. . Polk 

West Fork Des Moines River ..." Humboldt 
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West Indian CreQk' \i, . . . ; .Story 

West Nishnabotna River Pottawattamie 

West NodawDy River , Page 

West Okoboji Lake Dickinson 

West School . . . . Calhoun 

West Swan Lake Emmet 

Westburg No. 7 Community Center \ 

and Museum ^ Buchanan 

Western Dubuque Railroad ^ Delaware 

Whaling s . Unn 

What Cheer Opqra House, Inc. Keokuk 

White Pino Grove Clayton 

White Pine Hollow State Forest ^ . .Dubuque 

Whiting Woods Monona 

Whittaker, John .D^ Moines 

Whittier, Iowa Ljnn 

Whittier, John Greenteaf Linn 

Wickiup Hill Area Linn 

WIest MIII . .Winneshiek 

Wilcox Wildlife Area . Marlon 

Wild Cat Bluff *. Benton 

Wild Cat Den State Park {Vluscatine 

Wildcat Rock Delaware 

Wilder, Laura I ngal Is ^. . .Winneshiek 

Wilder Memorial Museum Clayton 

Wildlife Research and Exhibit Station Boone 

-Wilkinson Pioneer Park , .* . Cerro Gordo 

Willard, Frances Boone 

William B. Allison Monument Polk 

WiHiam F. Cody (Buffalo Bill), 

Boyhood Home of scott 

V\^niam Marble Cabin . bickinson 

WiVliam Maxon Home .Cedar 

William Neuman Log Cabin Dubuque 

Williams, Major Wilftam --Webster 

Williams Prairie . Johnson 

Willow or Norway No. 6 School Humboldt 

Willson Alexander Scott Grave Polk 

Wilson Brewer Memorial Park Hamilton 

Wilson, CoL C. J: .Washington 

Wilson. James (Tama Jim) .Story 

Wilson Mill Henry 

Winnebago County Historical Society . . .^J^. ..... Winnebago 

Winnebago River . yfT . . . Winnebago, Worth 

Winneshiek County Historical SocietyS Winneshiek 

Wisconsin Glacier Dickinson, Floyd, Hancock, 

.Osceola, Polk 

Wisconsin River Clayton, Louisa 

Wisconsin Territory Des Moines, Polk, Webster 

Wisner Township School Franklin 

Wittrock Indian Village Site O'Brien 

WKW Park . . . * . : Franklin 

Wolf, C, C. . . . . Butler 

Wolf Creek . . J .Tama 

Women's Army Corps (WAC) - Polk^ 

Women's (Rights Pottawattamie, Scott 

Women's Suffrage . Floyd 

Wonder Cave Winneshiek 

Wood, Grant Jones,- Linn, Pottawattamie, 

Scott, Wapello 

Woodland Cemetery Polk 

Woodland Culture . . ■ Jackson 

Woodlots . .Osceola, Page, Worth, Wright 

Woodman, A. S Webster 

Woodman Hollow Webster 

Woods, Mrs. M. E. (Auntie) Jefferson 

World War I Carroll, Cerro Gordo, Dickinson, 

, . .Dubuque, Polk, Scott, Webster 

World War II Black Hawk, Monroe, Page 

Polk, Wapello, Webster 

Wormhoudt, John ^ . Wdpelio 

Worth County Courthouse Worth 

Worth County Historical Society Worth 



NAME COUNTY 

Wright Brothers Wapello 

Wright County Historical Society Wright 

Wyatt Earp Boyhood Home Marion 

Wynberg Dwelling Marion 

Yeader Creek Park .-i Polk 

Yellow River State Forest X * . Allamakee 

Yellow Smoke Shelby 

^ Yellow Spring College .... \ Des Moines 

Yellow Spring Collegiate Institute .Des Moines 

Yen-Ruo-GlsPark Keokuk 

Yore, Captain James . . Harrison 

Young, Alexander ^. ..... . .Washington 

^ Young, Brigham Johnson, Pottawattamie 

Young Museum ^ Jackson 

Youngbear, George Polk 

Zion School Museum ; Des Moines 
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